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I. DESCRIPTION OF THE MANUSCRIPT. 



The Arundel MS. 57, containing the Ayenhite of Inwyt^ \b a 
folio copy, written on vellum, and is the autograph of the author. 

The printed catalogue thus describes the other contents of the 
volume : — 

1. "Versus Gylde de prophetia Aquile," fol. 4. b. Incip. Tolle 
caput Martis bis. 

2. Ejusdem " Versus Northmannie," fol. 4. b. Incip. Anglia 
transmittet leopardum lUia GaUi. 

3. ** Expositio versuum Gyldse de prophetia Aqnilaj et Heremitae," 
fol. 5. Incip. Continetur inter dicta heremite satis. 

4. Thomas de Erseldoune's prophecy of King Edward IT., foL 
8. b. 

Thomas de Erseldoune escot & dysur dit au Rey Alisandre le 
paroles de suthdites du Rey Edward ke ore est kaunt yl fust auestre 
To ny^t is boren a bam in Kaemeruam fat ssal wolden J)e out ydlis ylc 
an fe kyng Alesandre acsede hwan ssal Jat be. fe menstral ^ede hwan 
banockes bourne is y-det myd mannis bonis, hwan hares kendlef in 
hertj stanes hwan laddes wenddej* leuedes hwan me lede)> men to 
selle wytj rapis hwan Rokys burf is no burj hwan men gyven an 
foln of tuenti pouwd for an seme of hwete. K ssel. uordo. P. jK^r^. 
vi3t and strengfe of al Mijt Er M. fri croked xL alle bi hoked. 

Ssel diuerse an daunce pet neuir wes .y. mad. ine fronce. 

5. Les prophecies de Merlyn, fol. 8. b. 

6. Prologus in Evangelium S. Matth®i, fol. 97. 

7. Evangelium S. Matthsei cum expositione perampla, fol. 98^ 
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JL SPECIMEN OF THE FRENCH TEXT, 

PROM COTTON MS. CLEOPATHA A V, FOL. 177 B.* 

f\n list en la uie des peres que .i saint homme conta comment 
" il estoit deuenu moine e disoit qml auoit este £3 dun paien 
qui estoit prestre as ydoles . e quant il estoit enfes vne foij entra on 
temple auoec son pere repostement. Iloec uit .i. grant diable qui 
sasist sor .i. faudestuel e toute sa maisnee enuiron lui. Iloec uint .i. 
des princes e laoura. Lors li demanda cil qui seoit ou throne dont il 
uenoit . e il respond! quil uenoit dune terre ou il auoit esmeu e por- 
chace mout de guerres e mout de troubles si que mout de gen) i 
estoient mort . e mout de sane i estoit espandu^. Le mestre demanda 
en combie7i de tens il auoit ce fet : e il respondi en .xxx. iors. Cil 
li dist en tant de tens as si poi fet . lors co77imanda quil fust batuj e 
mal menez ^ apres celui uint .i. autre q?/i ensuit laoura com le 
premier. Le mestre li demanda dont il uenoit : Cil respondi quil 
uenoit de la mer ou il auoit fet mout de tempestes mout de niefs 
brisees . e mout de genj nee3. ^ Le mestre demanda en conihieu de 
tens. II respondi en .xx. iours. Cil dist en tant de tens as si poi 
fet. ^ Aprea uint le tier^ qui respondi qil uenoit dune cite ou il 
auoit cues noces . e iloec auoit esmeu e pourchace tencons e mellees 
si que mout de gent i estoient mort . e enseur quetout il auoit occis 
le man. Le meetre li demanda comhien de tens il auoit mis a ce fere. 
H respondi que ,x. iors. Lors commanda quil feust bien batu por ce 
qil auoit tant demore a ce fere san^ plus. ^ Audarrein uint .i autre 
deuant le prince e laoura . e cil li demanda dont uiens tu. II re- 
spoTidi quil uenoit del hermitage ou il auoit este .xL an^ pour tempter 
.i moine de fomicacion cest pecche de luxure . e tant ai fait que cele 
nuit lai uaincu . e tresbuche en eel pecchie. ^ Lors sailli sus le 
mestre e le balsa e acola e li mist la corone en la teste . e le fist seoir 
iouste lui . e li dist que grant chose auoit fet e grant proesce. % Ore 
disoit le preudomme que quant il out ce oi : e ce ueu il pensa que 
grant chose estoit de moine e par cele acheson estoit il deuenu 
moine. 

1 For translation see pp. 238^240 of the present work. 
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PREFACE. 



About the same time that Richard Eolle the hermit completed 
the Pricke of Conscience for the use of his unlearned countrymen in 
the North of England, Dan Michel, of Northgate, Kent, furnished 
the Southern folk with a devotional manual, bearing the quaint but 
thoroughly English title of the Ayenhite of Inwyt (the again-biting 
of the inner wit), or the Remorse of Conscience. 

The Pricke of Conscience is, as its author tells us, drawn 
out of divers books, but the Ayenhite of Inwyt is a literal trans- 
lation of a French treatise, entitled Le somme des Vices et de Vertues, 
and sometimes, but incorrectly, styled Li lihres roiaux de Vices et de 
Vertus ; Le livre des Coinmandemens ; La somme le rot ; Le miroir 
du motide. It was composed in the year 1279 for use of Philip 
the Second of France, by Frere Lorens (or Laurentius Gallus, as he 
is designated in Latin), of the order of Friars Preachers.^ 

Two copies of the French treatise are preserved in the British 
Museum collection — Cotton MS., Cleopatra, A v., and Royal MS., 
19, c. II., the former of which has been frequently consulted and found 
useful in explaining some few difficulties in the English text. 

Mr Stevenson notices two English prose versions much later than 
the one here printed. 

The earlier copy, written in a Midland dialect about the year 
1400, or perhaps a little earlier, is contained in Additional MS. 17013, 

> No intimation of this is given in the Translator's preface. He speaks of the 
work as his own production. See pp. 1, 262. Mr Bond, of the British Museum, found 
it to be a translation, and pointed out to the Editor of the Roxburgh Club the MSS. 
containing the original French version. (See Ayenhite of Inwyt, p. vii-ix, edited 
by the Rev Jos. Stevenson, M.A., 1855.) 
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PREFACE. 

and is entitled Jpe boc of vices and vertues. The other, in the Bod- 
leian Library, MS. 283 (fonnerly MS. E. 7.7), may be referred to 
about the year 1440, or perhaps a little later, and is entitled The 
mirrour of the worlde that same calleth vice and vertu. 

The next prose version was made by Caxton, who calls his work 
The book royal y or Th^ book for a kyng} 

It was probably suggested by Chaucer's Persones Tale, which is an 
adaptation of some chapters of the French treatise,* to which it is of 
course much superior. The poet has introduced much original matter, 
as in the chapter on Pride, whore he speaks of " inordinate scantiness 
and superfluity of clothing," and his treatment of the subject differs 
considerably from his author : thus Chaucer makas the remedium in 
each case immediately follow the description of any particular sin. 
Frere Lorens treats the remedia separately, as so many gifts of the 
Holy Ghost. 

In the Persones Tale there occurs, but once only, the curious 
phrase "the schipe (or the hyi'e or the wages) of seruauntes," in 
which the term schipe is explained by the words hyre or wages 
(probably an addition of the scribe's). Tyrwhitt. and subsequent 
editors have left the word unglossed, and its meaning was not so 
clearly evident until I had found the following corresponding phrase 
in the Ayenhite of Inwyt: " J)e ssepe of hare sergons," the pay of 
their servants.^ 

As I have not succeeded in finding the word in any English 
writer of the 13th or 14th centuries, I am inclined to think that 
Chaucer was not altogether ignorant of Dan Michel's version. 

For some years past a new edition of the Ayenbite of Inwyt has 

^ Mr Stevenson does not appear to have known of the existence of any metrical 
English versions of Fr^re Lorens* work. They were probahly more ahundant than 
the prose translation. A copy in the Northern dialect, ascribed to Hampole, is 
preserved in Cotton MS. Tib. E vii. (and a later fragment among the Sion College 
MSS.), which seems to have given rise to several dialectical versions, among which 
may be mentioned Harl. MS. 435, MS. Bodl. 48, MS. Langb. 5, MS. More 216, 
MS. Singer. See Examination of the *< Remarks on the Glossary to the Antient 
Metrical Romance of Havelok the Lane" &c. (p. 30.) 

' Tyrwhitt and subsequent editors have been altogether in the dark as to the 
original of this tale. 

3 nnepe is Kentish for schipe, for in this dialect an # is constantly put for a 
Northcni and Midland t. 
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PREFACE. 

been greatly needed, and both Wright and Thorpe have at different 
times proposed its republication. The Roxburgh Club edition is both 
scarce and high-priced, and therefore entirely out of the reach of 
ordinary students of Early Enghst. Moreover, it is much to be 
regretted that Mr Stevenson has considerably lessened the value of 
his edition of so important a work by suppressing the English author's 
Preface and Table of Contents, as well as two little treatises following 
the larger work, which, being included in the Contents, should have 
been printed, or, at any rate, some reason assigned for their omission.* 

From the Manuscript itself we learn that the Ayenhite oflnwyt was 
completed "ine fe yeare of oure Ihordes beringe (birth) 1340," "ine 
Je eue of J>e holy apostles Symon an ludas," by Dan Michel of 
Northgate, a brother of the Cloister of Saint Austin of Canterbury. 
We cannot but regret that no more information is afforded us of one 
who 80 thoroughly identified himself with the country-folk among 
whom he dwelt as to choose this homely " English of Kent^" in pre- 
ference to a less provincial form of English, adopted by other South- 
em writers, in which he might teach, as he himself says, old and 
young, parents all3 children, to eschew all manner of sin, and to 
preserve a conscience void of all impurity. 

Of all the English works written in the 14th century, the Ayen- 
hite of Inwyt is, unquestionably, the most important and valuable 
that has hitherto been published ; and we owe a debt of gratitude to 
Mr Stevenson who first called attention to its philological peculiar- 
ities. 

Much uncertainty attaches itself to most of our Early English 
works of this period as to aidhorahip^ date^ and dialect — particidars of 

1 Mr Stevensoii has wrongly translated his author's title. Ayenbite of Inwit 
does not mean Eedetnption of the Soul, Dan Michel uses W\)pbegge in the sense of to 
redeem, and the substantiye formed from this is mpbegginge (Wicliffe has Ayenbying\ 
and the correct term for soul is zaud. Many of the mistakes in the Text and 
Glossary to the Roxburgh edition might have been avoided by a reference to the 
French MSS. Thus Mr StoTenson prints ten$ (= tin) for teue (yesterday eyening), 
and explains vendonginye as manure instead of uendage, or sale ; ruseolee he glosses 
as reede^ instead of cakes cooked in the frying-pan. With a boldness not to be com- 
mended, he occasionally alters his author's language, and in printing ]>eme (a 
genuine 0. E. form) for ]fe»ne, he teaches us how rigidly Editors of Early English 
works should adhere to their MSS. 
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the greatest importance to the philologist who seeks to gain any 
clear notions of Early English Grammar ; but with rare good fortune 
the Ayenhite of Inwyt comes to us as a philological monument, the 
value of which is not diminished by any uncertainty on these points. 
And as such it must ever be regarded as the standard of comparison 
for the language of the 14th century, by which a clearer knowledge 
of Early English inflexions may be gained than has, hitherto, been 
possible by means of the scanty materials within our reach. 

As a small contribution towards a more systematic investigation 
of Early English Grammar, the editor of this volume has endeavoured 
to place before the reader the chief characteristics of the Southern 
dialect, and the points of difference between it and Northern English. 
He felt he could not do better than avail himself of the present 
opportunity for discussing these matters, in the hopes that others 
may be induced to devote some attention to this subject, so that 
the future historians of our language will have no cause to endorse 
the opinion of no mean authority, 'Hhat there is not a general 
agreement of scholars on many cardinal points of English inflection, 
and indeed that no thorough systematic and comprehensive attempt 
at the investigation of these questions has yet been made." 

KICHARD MOKRIS. 
Tottenham, Dec,, 1866. 
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COERECTIOXS. 

Introduction, page iii, 1. 25; for promncialistirs re&d provineialisnw 
Page viii, foot note 2, L 4 ; for occur read occurs 

— xxviii, foot note ; for attd read to 

— xxxviii, 1. 5 ; for ute J>e read vie we 

Page 128, 1. 21 ; for inprisone read ineprisone 

— 140, side notes, h 31 ; for ass is to itSy ^c, read assassin to 
?nSf ^c. 

Page 159, foot note ; for answerie^ read ansuerie^ 

— 184, 1. 12 ; for wely-holpe read wd y-holpe 

— 187, L 24; Idilaymont. The MS. may be right. Palsgrave 
has aymant. 

Page 194, 1. 19 ; for hehbe^ read hdbhe^ 

— 223, L 21 ; for harten read herten 

— 231, L 11 ; for wy-o%Ue read wy[p]-oute 

— 244, L II; for zayte read zay\n\te 

— 246, L 3 ; for yudded (so in MS.) read yudde 

— 246, 1. 7 ; for na^ read naT^lf] 

— 253, 1. 25 ; for zayte read zay[n]te 

— 262, L 13 ; for inwyttte read inwytte 

— 265, 1. 8 from bottom ; for ryuolliche read ryl^tluoUicIie 

— 269, 1. 9 from bottom ; for bropen read bropren 

— 270, L 4 ; for ude^n read uLe^en 

— 251, L 2 from bottom ; * huer J>et is spek of J>e wyttes," Ac. ; 
i^ spek at first sight looks like either an error for ich spek. = I spake, 
or is y-speke = is spoken. The is, however, I believe to be an old 
and genuine form, corresponding to the modem provincial es, I. 

Margery. Wull ye eat a couust o* brid and chezee, cozen 
Andral 

Andrew. No, es thankee, cozen Margery ; vor es eat a crub as es 
come along ; bezides es went to dinner jest avore. — ^Well, bet> cozen 
Margery, whot onser dest gi' ma to tha quesson es put vore now-reert 

(An Exinoor Courtship,) 
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GRAMMATICAL INTRODUCTIOlsr. 

80MB CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SOUTHERN DIALECT DURING THE 
EARLY ENGLISH PERIOD (1250 TO 1340). 

In considering the characteristics of the Southern dialect, we 
shall not compare it with the Midland, which presents us with no 
one typical form, but with the Northern or Northumbrian, the gram- 
matical forms and inflexions of which are more uniform and constant. 
This appears to be the only mode of obtaining a clear conception 
of the great and distinctive features of these two extensive forms of 
our ancient speech, and it is, perhaps, the best means we could adopt 
to enable us to draw, as closely as possible, the line of demarcation 
between the dialects formerly spoken in the North and South of this 
country. 

We shall discuss these peculiarities of dialect under the following 
heads : — 

I. Orthographical Differences. 
11. Grammatical „ 

III. Lexicographical „ 

I. Orthographical Differences. 
A. Consonants. 
1. Cli for K, The Southern dialect prefers the soft sound ch to 
that of k,^ The following examples may be added to those contained 
in Preface to Hampole. 



Southern. 


Northern. 


Southern. 


Northern. 


chele 


kele (cold) 


smech 


smek (smoke) 


crouch 


crok (cross)* 


smach 


smak (taste) 


chef 


caf (chaff) 


zech 


8ek(sack)» 


cherl 


carl (churl) 







1 We find in the Sn dialect durehede for derknesse, darkness. 
• Exists in English crook^ crutch. ' Cp. sack and tateh-el. 

h 



it 
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11 GRAMMATICAL INTRODUCTION. 

In the twelfth century we find wlach = wlak = ?2/^(-wami) ; 
hack = heeky stream ; folch^ folk, people. 

In Wiltshire and Devonshire we may hear the following remnants 
of this pronunciation : — 
blatch = black pritch, pnitch = prick putch (= pitch) = pick 

The pronominal and adjectival forms each^ such, and which, 
were represented thus in the two dialects : — 



Southern. Northern. 



uch) 



Southern. Northern. 



swuch \ 

zuych > swilk 

such / 

whuch whilk 

.The Semi-Saxon fwrms in the Southern dialect were 
elch ewdch and wdch 

The Midland forms are mostly like the Southern with respect to 
the substitution of ch for A;, but a preference is given to the i sound, 
e- g- y<^ 8wick {8ich)y wich. 

Adjectives in the Southern dialect ended in 4ieh (sing.), and 
'liche (pL), and Adverbs in -liche ; but in the Northumbrian, when 
the final -e had no grammatical functions, the distinction between 
A^ectives and Adverbs could not well be kept up, so that the 
terminations -Zic'* and -liche were represented by -lie (4iky like), 
and -Zy.' We have a trace of the double adverbial form -like and 
-Zy in the Ormulum. 

2. V for F, The use of v for /, as vinger for finger, visch for 
fisch, Ac., is another well-known peculiarity of the old Southern 
dialect, which has, however, gradually become disused in the Eastern 
division of the Southern counties (in Kent and Sussex). In the 
xivth, and up to the middle of the xviith century, this usage was 
well marked.* 

We never find the t? for / in any Northumbrian production. 

4. Z for S, The Ayenbite is the only work of the xivth century 
that contains examples of the use of z for s, as zi'nge for singe, zour 

> 'Iff is of course a later form. 

' In one or two instances, as vetch « fetch, vat a fat, we hare retained the 
Southern and provincial form. 
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for souTy &c. But while this pronunciation is well marked in 
modem Southern dialect, as spoken in the Southern and Western 
counties, we find no trace of it in the chronicle of Robert of Gloucester. 
The modem Kentish vemacular has dropped this peculiarity, 
though it seems to have been common enough in Kent as late as the 
middle of the seventeenth century. 

4. In the present dialect of the South of England (as spoken in 
Wiltshire, Devonshire, and Somersetshire) we find 



birsh 


= brush 


hirch 


= rich 


dird 


= dread^ 


him 


= mn 


dirsh 


= thrush 


hirsh 


= rush 


gurt 


= great 






We have several good instances 


3of thismetathes] 


LS in the literature 


of the xiiith and xivth centuries. 






Southern. 


Northern. 


Southern. 


Northern. 


heme (heme) 


= brenne(bum) 


curlle 


= crulle (curl) 


bamde 


= brende(bumt) 


fersch (versshe) 


= fresch (fresh) 


berste 


= breste (burst) 


forst 


= frost 


barst 


= brast (burst, 


gers 


= gres (grass) 




pret.) 


thirlle 


= thrille(pierce) 


burde (birde) 


= bride (lady, 


therste 


= threst^thirst) 




-yvoman) 


yme ^^ 


= rinne (run) 


curd 


= crud (curd) 


om (am) 


= ran 



5. PS for SP Haps = hasp, waps = wasp, are well-known 
modem Southern provincialistics, but with the exception of crips for 
crisp (in Wright's Fragments of Popular Science) I know of no 
ancient examples. 

6. G for Y. The Southern dialects in some few instances 
retained a g^ which in the Northern became softened into y, as in 
the modem English buy and say. 

Southern. Northern. i Southern. Northern. 

hegge bye I segge saye 

7. B for V, The Southem forms libbe, habbe^ and hebbe^ were 
represented by the Northern live, have, and heve (heave). 



Cf. brid = bird, still in use in the North of England. 
b2 
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GRAMMATICAL INTRODUCTION. 



B. Vowels. 

I, foT A, I have previously pointed out in the preface to 
Hampole the substitution of o in the place of a in words of Anglo- 
Saxon origin. 



Southern. 


Northern. 


Southern. 


Northern. 


bon 


ban 


lore 


lare 


bor 


bar (bare) 


&c. 


&c. 


horn 


ham 







But we also find the following forms in the Southern literature of 
the xivth century, which are never met with in any pure Northum- 
brian production ; — 



con 


= can 


honge = hang 


bond 


= hand 


lome = lame 


lond 


= land 


plont = plant 


mon 


= man 


scheme = shame 


stonde 


= stand 


strondo = strand 



In Wiltshire, Gloucestershire, and Somersetshire we still find 
examples of this pronunciation in Twnd (hand), lond (land), dork 
(dark), lork (lark), opple (apple). 

The Ayenbite contains fewer examples of this than most speci- 
mens of the Southern dialect, and in some few instances a preference 
is given to the a sound, as 

blatve (blow) knawe (know) mawe (mow) 

zange (song) zawe (sow) 

This preference of o to a, which is also found in some of the 
Midland dialects, evidently explains the following curious forms : 



Midland, 
fro 
flo 



Northumhrian. 
fra (from) 
fla (flay) 
gave 
and (anger) 



Midland, 

slo = 

thore = 

wore = 



Northumhrian. 
sla (slay) 
thare (there) 
ware (were) 
ya (yea) 



gove = 

ond = and (anger) 30 = 

E for A. In some few words we have e in the Southern dialect 
where the Northern prefers a. 



Southern. Northern, 

ajen agan (gan, gain) = 

against 



Southern, 
here 
reven 



Northern, 
hare = hair 
raven 
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Southern. 


Northern. 


Southern. 


Northern. 


bem 


barn = baim, 


sle 


8la = slay 




(child, son) 


stre 


stra == straw 


cle 


claw (clar) 


wepen 


wapen = weapon 


em 


am = eagle 


3^ 


yha = yea 


fle» 


fla =flay 






The following forms seem to come under this head : 


SoQthern. 


Northern. 


Southern. 


Northern. 


blein 


blain 


grein 


grain 


clei 


clai = (clay) 


greithe 


graithe = (prepare) 


dei« 


dai = (day) 


hei 


hai = (hay) 


ei3t 


aght = (eight) 


kei 


kai = (key) 


eye (eie) 


agh = (awe) 







With these we may compare the Midland forms of the North- 
umbrian personal pronouns : 

Midland theiy their, theimy for 

Northern tliai (tha), thair (thar), thaim (thain) 
The Southern preterites of one class of strong verbs often take an 
e when the Northumbrian has a. 



Southern. 


Northern. 


Southern. 


Northern. 


ber 


bar = bore 


spek 


spak = spoke 


brek 


brak = broke 


swer 


swar = swore 


gef 


gaf=gave 







In the modern dialect of Sussex we find fleg = flag ; heng = 
hang ; rnersh = marsh ; reg = rag. In Devonshire, kep = cap ; 
kerping = carping. 

The Old Frisian language presents us with similar forms, as, 
gfe/=aiaS; bend = hsknd ; t^c^er = water. 

Not only has the Ayenbite preserved similar forms in which a is 
replaced by c, but it presents iis with a far larger number than any 
other Southern composition. 



bend = band 
berk = bark 
bleddre = bladder 
blest = blast 



leste = last 

mentle =: mantle 

mere = mare 

merss =: marsh 



^JUj ale, may stand for Jlea and »lea. 
* In Dorsetshire day and tahei^ are pronounced de^ whey &c. 
Dorset Grammar in I*hilolog. Soc. Proceed., 1864, p. 12. 



See Outlines of 
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bren 


= bran 


ssel 


= shall 


bres 


= brass 


ssede 


= shade 


chef 


= chaff 


ssepe 


= shape 


clepper 


= clapper 


strepo 


= stripe 


creft 


= craft 


stef 


= staff 


ele 


= awl 


threl 


= thrall 


eppel 


= apple 


treppe 


= trap 


esshe 


= ash 


vet 


= vat 


gled 


=:glad 


weter 


= water 


hedde 


= had 


zed 


= sad 


keste 


= kast (inf.) 


zeterday= Saturday 


leddre 


= ladder 






Aw for At 


(A.S. ag,) : 






Southern. 


Northern. 


Southern. 


Northern. 


fawe 


fain ; 


y-flawe 


flain (flayed) 


hawel 


hail 


y-slawe 


slain 



U£oT L In the works of the Southern writers of the thirteenth 
and fourteenth centuries we find the words fist, hill, thin, sin, &c., 
written /w^, hul, thun, thunne, sun, &c. 

Our modem pronunciation coincides generally with the Northern 
dialects, in which this substitution of u for i was unknown. 

In Wiltshire we may still hear hlunk (=bli7ik), spark; /rum 
(N» frim), fresh ; hud, hide ; huz, his ; lup, lip : putcher, pitcher ; 
vur, fire ; whuch, which. 

In the Old Kentish of the Ayenbite an e takes the place of the 
Southern u and the Northern i. 

Southern. Northern. 



(a) Westam. 


(6) Eastern. 




hid 


hel 


hU 


kunde 


kende 


kinde 


kusse 


kesse 


kisse 


munde 


mende 


minde • 


put 


pet 


pit 


rug 


reg 


rig (back) 


vur 


vere 


fire 


&c. 


&c. 


Ac. 
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In the following list of words taken from the Ayenbite, the e 
represents u or L 



bele = boil (bile) 


melk 


= milk 


bestle = bustle 


mende 


= mind 


besy = busy 


pet,pette= pit 


bredale = bridale 


prede 


= pride 


bredgrome =bridegroom 


r^ 


= rig = ridge = 


brenge = bring 




back 


gelt = guilt 


skele 


= skill 


hel = hill 


steck 


= stick 


kechene = kitchen 


stef 


= stiff 


ken = kin 


stenge 


= sting 


ken = kine 


selk 


= sUk 


kende = kind 


strepe 


= strip 


kesse = kiss 


velthe 


= filth 


keth = kith = mth or 


vere 


= fire 


coxdh in un- 


zelf 


= self 


C(mih, 


zenge 


= singe 


kete = kite 


zenke 


= sink 


leme = limb 


zenne 


= sin 


melle — mill 







We find in O.Frisian hrenga^ to bring, stek^ stick, together with 
the double forms Uenda and hlinday hdpa and hilpa. 

In the modem Kentish and Sussex dialects we meet with hnet = 
knit ; meece = mice ; mdk =: milk ; pet = pit ; whelst = whilst. 
This use of e for i still prevails in some of the Southern counties. 

In Wiltshire we find peg = pig ; sted = stile ; stmk = stink, and 
the published specimens of the Exmoor dialect contain the following 
examples : 



/ 



bed 


= bid 


preck 


= prick 


ded 


= did 


rep 


= rip 


desk 


= dusk 


theng 


= thing 


dtenk 


z= drink 


trem 


= trim 


meend 


= mind 


veest 


= fist 


mence 


= mince 


zed 


= sad 


peg 


= pig 


zeck 


= sick 


ptent 


= print 
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In some few instances we have retained the Southern orthography 
with the Northern pronunciation : btisy = the Northern bysi/f just 
as dizzy = the Southern dust, 

BuUdf guilt, Ac., in Southern orthography were written buldey 
gidt, and in the Northern, byldfi, gylt, &c In stint and stunt both 
dialectal forms have been preserved. 

The in hop and slope seem to have arisen out of a w sound, since 
the older So\ithem forms were huppe and sluppe, corresponding to 
the Northern hippe and slippe. 

5. Eo for E, The Editor of the Ormulum, in pointing out some of 
the dialectical peculiarities of his author, notices the use of the simple 
vowel e for the compound eo. In no specimen of the Northimibrian 
dialect do we ever find the employment of the compound vowel 
Thus the Southern forms hreoste (breast) ; cheose (choose) ; creope 
(creep) ; deop (deep) ; lease (lose) ; neose (nose) ; teon (anger) ; 
weaved (altar), &c., are in Northern orthography breste, chese, crepe, 
dep, lese, nese, tene, weved, &c. 

Occasionally in the Southern dialect the eo is written w, as dupe 
for deope, durk for deork, mulk for rneolk ; duere for deore (dear). * 
Cp. VuJ for feol, fell, and htdd for heold, held. 

In the printed examples of the Herefordshire dialect u^ often 
takes the place of eo, as hue (they), for heo ; huere (their) for heore; 
htiem (them) for heom ; huen (to be) for bean ; buere (bear) for beore ; 
duere (dear) for deore ; huerte (heart) for heorte, &c.^ 

In Kemble's paper on the North Anglian dialect, we are told that 
the West Saxon eo was represented in Kentish Manuscripts by iu, to, 
ia, and ie. 

We find some traces of this in the Kentish specimens of the xivth 
century, for in the Ayenbite ie or ye is constantly employed for eo.' 

> This may account for the modern pronunciation of lew (lose) and ehe$6 (choose) 
ss the Sn Uote and eheoae. 

' Since writing the above I have found both forms in Trevlsa's translation of 
Higden*s Polychronicon (Cotton MS. Tiberius D. vii. written in the Sn dialect, 
probably of Gloucestershire), e. g., heo and hue^ she ; }^eo9 or }^uea, this, these ; tte 
perhaps occur more frequently than eo, as thuef^ thief; wue»ch, for tceosch, washed. 

> The modem Kentish dialect has bly (used by Shoreham) for ble (A.S. bUo), 
colour, likeness. In the Ayenbite and Shoreham's poems we find bi/ for beo, be ; vry 
for freo, free ; ^/y for ffleo, glee ; «y for teo, see ; gryhond for greyhound, &c. 



\ 
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Ordinary Soathem form, 
breost (breast) 

cheese (choose), 

creope (creep) 
deope (deep) 

deore (dear) 

leorne (leam) 

leose (lose) 



Ordinary Southern form, 
leove (lief, dear) 



Kentish. 

lieve 

lyeve 

niede \ 

nyede j 

thiester ^ 

thyester ) 

tiene \ 

tyene ) 

wieued ) , , , v 

, J weoued (altar) 
wyeued ; 

wied weod (weed) 

vyend feond (fiend) 

vryend freond (friend) 



neode (need) 
theoster (darkness) 
teone (anger) 



Many preterites in eo take le, as hiddf hild, held, hielp, hilpy helped. 

6. In the South-west of England at the present day such words 
as cart, card, and garden, are pronounced as kyart, kyard, gyarden. 
Here the ya represents the original West Saxon ed, which in modem 
English is represented by a. In Somersetshire calf, grape, leap, 
leave, are pronounced heave, greap, leap, leave. In the Eastern 
division, as in Kent and Sussex, we may hear beam, deaw, gdut (geat), 
keaf, tdust, for beam, dew, gate, calf, taste, (See Outlines of Dorset 
Grammar in Philolog. Soc. Proceedings, 1864, pp. 12, 13, 14.) 

We have no trace of this in Kobert of Gloucester, Lives of the 
Saints, &c., but in the works of Shoreham and Dan Michel, we find 
abundant evidence (as the following examples will show) that the old 
Kentish folk of the fourteenth century retained the ancient West 
Saxon pronunciation, for ea is written yea, ya. 



byeam 

byam 

bryead 

bryad 

cheak 

cleape 



! = 



beam 



I = bread 

= cheek 

= clepe (call) 

chyeaste \ _ , 

- . ^ [ = strife cheaste 
chieaste ) 

cheap = cheep 



dyad \ 

dyead j 

dyeath = death 

dyeaf = deaf 

dyeau \ _ 

dyau j 

hyealde \ 

he33e J "~ 

heaued = head 



= dead 



dew 



hold 
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hyeap 1 
hyap j 


= heap 


heaw 


= hue 


lyeaf 


= leaf 


Iheape 


= leap 


leawde 


rr lewd 


reave 


= rob 


schreaw 


= shrew 


sealt 


= 8alt 



sealve 


= salve 


sleawth 


= sloth 


epeark 


= spark 


sseaw 


= show 


theaw 


= virtue 


threape 


= dispute 


tyear 


= tear 


vealde 
vyealde. 


= fold 



The Kentish preterites bea^ (bent) ; cheas (chose) ; leas (lost) ; 
Teat (bowed) ; dea^ (ascended) ; zeald (sold) ; teald (told), correspond 
to the ordinary Southern be^, ches, les, let, «^ej, tdd (told). 

Sometimes the initial ea is represented by y, as yald, old ; yarm, 
arm ; yam, ran ; year, ear ; yeast, east ; yeme, run ; yerthe, earth ; 
yestre, easter. 

"With these we may compare the modem Southern provincialisms 
yarm = arm ; yarth = earth ; yeat = eat ; yeast = east, &c. 

7. The only old Kentish forms corresponding to the modem buoy 
(boy), ciooat (coat), &c., are 



buon 


= bone 


guos = goose 


guode 


= good 


ZU0I3 = (the Dorset zull) = 


guo 


= go 


plough 



>. 
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NOUNS. — ^PLURALS IN EX, 



The Ormulum, which is of Midland origin and abounds in North- 
em forms, contains scarcely any plural nouns tenninating in the 
syllable cw, while the Ancren Rewle, St Marherete and La3amon's 
" Brut," written in the Southern dialect, abound in them. 

In the longest and best specimens of the Northumbrian dialect 
of the early English period, I have not succeeded in finding more 
than three or four plural nouns in en, as eghen (eyes), oxen, and 
8c?ion (shoes). But in Southern works of the same period they are 
almost as plentiful as in the earlier (Semi-Saxon) stage of the 
language.^ 

The following list of Southern plurals in en might no doubt be 
augmented, as they contain such forms only as have come under my 
own observation ; they all, however, serve to corroborate the statement 
made as to the frequent use of this inflexion. 



addren 




adders 


been 


bees 


aldren 




elders 


♦ beUen 


bells 


applen 




apples 


bemen 


trumpets 


arwen 




arrows 


♦ benen 


prayers, boons 


assen 




asses 


bischopen 


bishops 


axen 




ashes 


♦ blissen 


blisses 


ayren 


1 




blomen 


blooms (flower) 


eyren 


eggs 


blosmen 


blossoms 








bollen 


bowls 


beden 




petitions 


* bougeren 


heretics 



1 The modern dialect of the South-western coonties still exhibits a fondness for 
this termination, as housm^ peaten, neighbourhooden, 

* All words marked thus (*) occur in the Ayenbite (1340) ; those marked with 
a dagger occur in Shoreham. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



xu 



OUAMMATICAL PECULIARITIES. 



bronden 

♦ brothren 
brethren 
browen 
bruggen 

♦ bryesten 
breosten 

calveren 

♦ carten 

♦ cellen 
cerclen 
chambren 
cheoken 
cheo3en 

♦ cherchen 
churchen 

♦ children 

♦ clauen 
cleen 
clouden 
cneon 
colveren 
condlen 
corden 
crabben 

♦ crouchen 
crowen 

dawen 
deden 
deovelen 
develen 

♦ dyeuelen 

♦ diaknen 



brands 

I brothers * 

brows 
bridges 

I breasts 

calves 

carts 

cells 

circles 

chambers 

cheeks 

daws (choughs) 

churches 

children 

claws 

clouds 

knees 

doves 

candles 

cords 

crabs 

crosses 

crows 

days 
deeds 



devils 
deacons 



doggen 

♦ dojtren 
doujtren 
doren 

♦ dropen 
droppen 

♦ earen 
eren 

♦ yearen 

♦ eddren 

♦ elmessen 
elven 
emeten 
eveten 
eyren 

♦ e3en 
eyen 

ferden 
t verden 
fasten 
festen 
flon 
fon 

♦ von 

gomen 
gloven 

♦ halewen 
hal^en 
hattren 

hawcn 



dogs 
I daughte: 

doors 
I drops 



ears 

adders 

alms 

elves 

ants 

newts 

eggs 

I eyes 



troops, armies 

fasts 

arrows 

foes 



men 
gloves 

I hallows, saints 

clothes, gar- 
ments 
haws 



1 brethern and ehUdem occur in Early £ng. writers. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



GRAMMATICAL PECULIARITIES. 



XIU 



• heaveden 
heveden 


1 


heads 


lomen 


looms 


helen 
• hennen 




tents 
hens 


meden 
♦ messen 


rewards (meeds) 
masses 


heren 




shirts of horse- 


misdeden 


misdeeds 






hair 


* modren 


mothers 


* hesten 




hestSy com- 


monen 


moons 






mands 


muylen 


mules 


* honden 




hands 


mylen 


miles 


hounden 




hounds 






hounten 




hunters 


neddren 


adders 


huden 




hides 


* nettlen 


nettles 


hnnten 




hunters 


* nykeren 


syrens 


hurten 


\ 




* nykken 


necks 


heorten 




hearts 


nonnen 


nuns 


• herten 


. 




noten 


nuts 


hynen 




servants 




! 


t joyen 




joys 


peren 
• pesen 


pears 
pease 


* kempen 




warriors 


* pinen 


pains 


• ken 
kine 


) 


cows 


precken 


stings 


keyen 




keys 


rabben 


turnips 


knotten 




knots 


• reven 


sheriffs, reeves 


kressen 




cresses 


roden 


roods (crosses) 








* roten 


roots 


• lambren 
lampen 

• lompen 


) 


lambs 
lamps 


rothem * 
rutheren 


rothers, oxen 


longon 




limgs 


saulen 


souls 


• lenden 




loins 


• zaulen 


lesen 




meadows 


scheon 


shoes 


• lippen 




lips 


schrewen 


shrews 


t loken 




locks 


schiren 


shires 



• In Cott. MS. Tib. D. TiL roth&ron, axon, ehyldrtm, are written for rutheren, 
czeHf ehUdren. 
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^ 



schoperden 


shepherds 


t tren 




trees 


sennen 






treon 




* zennen 
STinnen 




sins 


trappen 
• treppen 




traps 


scheten 




sheets 








scholdren 




shoulders 


unclen 




uncles 


schuldren 




weden 




weeds (clothes) 


scourgen 


[ 


scourges 


* wellen 




wells 


scurgen 




wenchen 




girls 


t sibhen 




relations 








siden 






wopnen 




weapons 




sides 


* werren 




wars 


• ziden 




wetheren 




wethers 


sinnen 




sinews 


widuen 


' 




sithen 




times 


♦ wodewen 


widows 


sithen 




scythes 


t woken 




weeks 


snaken 




snakes 


• womben 




wombs 


snoden 




pieces 


* wonden 


! 




sorewen 




sorrows 


wunden 


wounds 


sostren 




sisters 


• wrecchen 




wretches 


sustren 




wrethen 




wreaths 


spannen 




spans 


• wychen 


! 


witches 


• spearken 




sparks 


wichen 


sporen 




spurs 


• wyngen 


] 




♦ stahlen 




stables 


wengen 




wings 


stappen 




steps 


wingen 


) 




steden 




steeds 


wyken 




weeks 


* sterren 




stars 


t wyken 




offices 


steorren 




• wysen 




ways, modes 


swopen 




whips 


* ympen 




branches 


tiden 




times 


* vetheren 




feathers 


thien 
• tongen 


) 


thighs 
tongues 


• vle3en 
vli^en 


] 


flies 


tungen 




• vorbisnen 




examples 


tongen 




tongs 








* toknen 




tokens 


jerden 




rods 


t ton 




toes 


jurden 
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The whole of these do not, of course, belong to the n declension. 
Benen, deuelerty doreUy honden, sunnen, soiden^ originally ended in 
-a; brotheren^ dohtren (do^tren), Jieaveden, modren, stistren (sos- 
tren)j terminated in -u; and calveren^ chUdereny lyren^ lambreny^ 
formerly ended in -ni. 

The A. -Saxon plural vowel inflexions -a, -m, &c., were repre- 
sented in the Semi-Saxon by -c, and in the Early English period by 
-en. 

The Northumbrian forms corresponding to the Southern bretJieren^ 
childeren, Mne, were breiher, childer, kye. 

The A.S. plural lendenu^ (loins) became lenden in Southern 
English; the Northern dialect employed the form lends, for which they 
formed a singular, lend, which is not to be found in any pure 
Southern writer. 

Occasionally the -en is represented by a final -e, as asse = 
assen, asses ; konde = honden, hands ; lippe = lippen, lips ; sferre = 
derren, stars ; stede = stedeuy steeds. 

Dr Guest, in the second volume (p. 75) of the Philological 
Society's Proceedings, has noticed these forms, but considers them as 
Northern forms. His statement is as follows : — 

" Anglo-Saxon nouns belonging to the n declension, as steorra, a 
star, steda, a steed, assa, an ass, &c., generally formed their plural in 
-an, as steorran, stedan, assen^ &c. But in the Northern dialect they 
substituted a vowel for the ending -an; and it is probable that these 
Northern plurals are represented by the sterrey stede^ asse of the 
following examples : — 

(1) The fifte jer he gan argument 

Of the sferre and of the firmement. 

{Sevyn Sages, 197.) 

(2) Whi kyng other eorl cam on hym to weorre,* 
Quyk he lokyd in the steorre. — {Kany Alls, 76.) 

(3) As y you sey bothe heore stede 

Feollen to grounde dede.— (Z. Alls. 2263.) 

1 Lambre s lambs, occqtb in the Ormulum. 
> The »inff. does not occur in A.S. tnthon. 
' The -f in tceorre represents the -#» in the infinitive. 
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(4) And afftjrr fyfbene hundryd asse 
Bar wyn and oyle, more and lasse. 

(/?. a de Lion, 6453.)" 

' The three works from which the quotations are made, adds Dr 
Guest, are strongly marked with the peculiarities of the Northern 
dialect. 

They certainly do contain some Northern peculiarities, but not its 
distinctive peculiarities. The Seven Sages and the Rom. of King 
Richard are in a Midland dialect, and K Alisander is in the dialect 
of a locality where both Southern and Midland forms were em- 
ployed. 

The substitution of a vowel for the -an (as ego = eyes ; witgo, 
mtgu = prophets) was undoubtedly a characteristic of the Northern 
dialect during the ninth and tenth centuries ; but is not to be found 
in any Northern writer of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. 

The substitution of -e for -n * is Southern rather than Northern, 
as the following examples will show : — 

The ni3tingale bigon the speche 
In one hume of ^one breche 
And sat upone vaire boje 
Thar were abute blosme inoje.* 

(Chcl and Nightingale^ P* !•) 

Berne = Bemen (trumpets). 

The engles in the dai-red 

Blewedh heore heme. — {Rdig. PoemSj p. 68.) 

Angles . . blewe here bemen. 

(Lives of Saints, HarL MS. 2277, foL 11 b.) 



* The use of final -« for -n is quite common in the Southern dialect, not only in 
the plurals of nouns, hut also in the preterite plural, infinitiye mood, and gerund 
of yerhs. In addition to these we find such forms bs ate^ a^ (again) ; oze ^» olen 
(own) ; neo^e = neo^ (nine) ; blosey blosmen (hlossoms) ; eeove = aeoven (seven). 

» Blosme ino^e = flowers enough =» many flowers. Ino^e is the plural of inn^, 
enough. .The pi. Blosmen occurs much later, as in the following extract;— 
Lenten yo come with loye to toune 
With blosmen ant with hriddes roune 
That al this hlisse hringeth.— (iS?pe<?. of Lyrie Poet. p. 43.) 
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Browe = Browen (brows). 

(1) On heu hire her is fayr ynoh, 

Hire browe broune, hire eje * blake. . 

(Spec, of Lyric Poet, p. 28.) 

(2) Hyre heje * haueth wounded me y-wisse 

Hire bende browen that bringeth blisse.-— (/W<f. p.^ 39.) 

C?urche=. Chirchen (churches). 

(3) Horn let wurche 
Chapeles and chirche. 

(K, Ham, p. 39, K R Text Soc,) 

(4) That folc hi gunne quelle 

And ehvrchen for to fella — (Ibid. p. 2.) 
Brede = Breden (breasts). 

Ther to me aneleth the wyttes fy3f, 

And fejet, and breste and lenden. — (ShoreJuim, p. 43.) 

He het that me scholde hire lede : to the tonnes ende 
And hire breaden fram hire bodie, with kene hokes rende. 

(St Kathenne, p. 76.) 
Crowe = Crowen (crows). 

An hwanne heo habeth me of-slahe, 

Heo hongeth me on heore hahe, 

Thar ich arschewele pie an crowe 

From than, the thar is i-sowe. — (Otd and N. p. 55.) 

Wenestu that haueck bo the worse 

Tho3 crotDB bigrede him bi the mersh, 

And goth to him mid ?iore chirme, 

Rijt so hi wille wit him schirme. — (Ibid. p. 304.) 

Seint Edmund & his felawe: as hit was ofte here wone 
In a day &am Lenkenore : wende to Abyndone 
As hi come in a gret faleye : blake monekes he se) 
As hit crotoen & chosen were : fleo bi their anhej. 

(St Udmund, p. 76.) 

* e^e and hiys « e^en ^ eyes. 
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Dede = Deden (deeds). 

My gode deden bueth fol smalle. 

(Spec, of Lyric Poet. p. 99.) 

Of myne deden fynde y non god. — (Ibid. p. 99.) 

When we bueth dempned after ur dedej 

A domesday, when ryhtes bueth tolde, 

"When we shule suen thy wounde blede, 

To speke thenne we bueth unbolde. — (Ibid. p. 100.) 

Fewe gode dede ich habbo ido. — (St Brandariy p. 27.) 

E'^e = E^en (eyes). 

. . . . syththe bifore here eje 
He wende up to hevene as hi alle iseje. 

(MS. Harl. 2277, fol. 23.) 

Gret fur heo let make bifore here aire e^e 

(Ibid. foL 40.) 

Hyre Jie^e haueth wounded me y-%vi8se. 

(Spec, of Lyric Poet. p. 39.) 

Ne sholde he vor bothe his e]e 
So don, jif he the bet ne seje. 

(Owl and Nightingale, L 381-2, p. 14.) 

Hyre ey^m aren grete and gray ynoh. 

(Spec, of Lyi<c Poet. p. 34.) 

Fere = Feren (companions). 

Coveytise myn keyes here 

Nithe ant onde were mi fere 

That bueth folkes fyle.— (5i>ec. of Lyric Pod. p. 49.) 

Hi weren ure ifere. — (Moral Ode^ p. 25.) 

This bosteres & this lieres as hi sitteth hi here fere 
Bringeth wimmen in sclaundre 

(Harl. MS. 2277, fol. 18 a.) 

Tuey/?rew he hadde 

That he with him ladde.— (A7«<7 Horn, p. 92.) 
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GRAMMATICAL PECULIARITIES. XiX 

See K Horn, p. 3. 
Herte = Herten (hearts). 

Ac hy habbeth hire Jierien zuo arered ine God that hi ne prayzeth 
the wordle. — (Ayenbite, pp. 142, 152.) 

Tho they were on fote bothe, 

Tl^ey foughte togedre with heorte wrothe. 

(K, Alls. p. 302.) 

Gret ioye hi hadde in here hurte that hi mijte this iseo. 

{St Brandan, p. 7.) 
Here = Heren (hair shirts). 

He werede harde here, — {St Beket, p. 75.) 

The model werede harde here : for onre louerdes loue 
Pram the schuldre to the hele. — {St Edmund, p. 71.) 

f is children . . . werede here Jiere f rie a wyke. 

{Ibid. p. 72.) 

And euere as heo hem sende clothes : as heo hem mijt iwynne 
Therwith heo wolde h^en sende. — {Ibid, p. 72.) 
Henne = Hennen (hens). 

The voxe bird amang al menne 
And tolde the wolf with the brode crune 
That on him send gees and Jienne^ 
That other geet and motnne. 

{Camden Society's Polit. Songs, p. 198.) 

Honde = Honden (hands). 

We ne thore nojt this knyjtes seide : do bi the as we wolde 
For the kyng ous bet the bringe him : thyn honde faste ybounde. 

He makede hem al a3en hire wille : his honden faste bynde 
& ladde him forth harde ynou) : his honden faste bihynde. 

{St Cristopher, p. 63.) 
. . . . he bet his men anon 
Seint Andreu scourgi so : tho that him oke ech bon 
And siththe bynde him honde & fet— {St Andrew, p. 100.) 

^ Hetmen, hens, occun In the Ayenbite. 
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XX GRAMMATICAL PECULIARITIES. 

Y-fetered were ys legges under his horse womhe ; 
Bothe with ym ant with stele mankled were ys honde. 

{Politic. Songs, p. 218. 

He smot doun is heued 

. . . is honden gon he vrrynge, — {Ibid. p. 193.) 

Mony frenshe wyf wryngeth hire Jwnde. — {Ibid. p. 188.) 
Sone, y se thi bodi byswongen 
Fet ant honden thourhout stongen. — {Lyric P. p. 81.) 

. . . . atte last hi founde 

The fonne of cure louerd in a Kode : ibeten and ibounde 
Inailled thurf fet on^honde: as our louei-d with vyf twww^e (wounds) 
That hadde the gywes ido : god jyve hem harde stounde (blows). 

{The Jews and the Cross, p. 43.) 

Lome = Lomen (tools). 

At eve-song even neh 
Ydel men jet he seh 
Lomen habbe an honde. 

{Sj)ec. of Lyric Poet. p. 41.) 

This other swore alle ant some 

That er wer come with lo^ne 

That so nes hit nout ryht, — {Ibid. p. 42.) 

Mede = Meden (good deeds). 

Middel-erd for men wes made 

Un mihti aren is meste 7nede. — {Ibid. p. 22.) 

Schretce = Schrewen (wretches, villains). 
Gywes hatieth oure leuedi moche : and hire suete sone also 
That is isene in manie dede : that the schreioen habbeth ido. 

{The Jews and the Cross, p. 42.) 

The king hadde al to fewe 
To-jenes so vele schrewe. 

{King Horn, p. 2, E. E. Text Soc.) 

Stcrre = Sterren (stars). 

Ine the Apocalyps Sent lohan 

I-sej ane wymman wyth sonne by-gon 
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GRAMMATICAL PBCUUARIT1B8. XXI 

Thane mowe al onder hyre ton 

I-crouned wyth tuel(£) sterre 

Sych a leuedy nas nevere non 

Wyth thane fend to werre. — (Shoreham's Poems^^A3S,) 

And the couis of the steorren 

In heom he juggeth al his weorren, — {K. Alts, p. 67.) 

By the mone and by the sterren 

Hy connen ingge alle werren,^-{Ibid, p. 203.) 

He loked and kneowe in the sterre 

Of alle this kynges theo grete wearre. — (Ibid, p. 113. ; 

Him thojte that ther stod a treo : rijt tofore his bedde 
That anon to the sterren tilde : and wel wide spredde. 

(St Kendm, p. 51.) 

Hereof je ssoUe understonde that in the firmament beth 
Planetes yliche clere sterren sevene as je seth. 

(R of GL foL 39.) 

Hwat canstu wrecche thing of storre 
Bute that thu bi-haitest hi feorre. 

(Owl and Nighi, p. 45.) 

Thah thu iseo the sfeorre al swa 

Nortu the wisure neauer the mo. — (Ibid, p. 46.) 

The Sonne and monne and many sterren 

By easte aryseth swythe /crrew. — (Shoreham, p. 137.) 

Soule = Soulen (souls). 

Oure dettes byeth oure zennes that we habbeth ydo wexe ope 
our zatden, — (Ayenbite, p. 88.) 

And lete us hatie the woh 

And luvie the ri3te 

And bringe ure sawle 

To heoveriche lijte. — (Rdig, Songs^ p. 80.) 

To there blisse us bringe god, the rixlit abuten ende 
Thenne he ure soule unbint of licames bende. 

(Moral Ode, p. 34.) 
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Xxil GRAMMATICAL PECULlARtTlES. 

Alle halewene soiUe glade beoth : that in henene beoth ido 

That suyeth oure loverdes way : and for him schadde also 

Here blod for his snete lone. — [St Dunstan, p. 39.) 

Shvldre = Shutdren (shoulders) i 

A suetly suyre heo hath to holde, 

With annes, shuldrey ase mon wolde 

Ant fyngres feyre forte folde. — {Lyric Poems, p. 52.) 

A strong rop ther was siththe above : fram the schuldre ido 

To his buttok of hors her : to holde hit faste to. 

(St Edmund, p. 75.) 

Up here schiUdren hi nome this holi bodi anon. 

{St Beket, p. 125.) 

Theo delfyns woneth hire byside 

A strong best of gret pryde, 

They haveth schvldren on the rygge, 

And eke as scharpe as sweordis egge. 

(K, Alis. p. 272.) 
Sythe = Sythen (times). 

In a wyndou ther we stod, we custe us fyfty sythe. 

(Spec of Lnpie Pod, p. 91.) 

For pL see Glossary to Ayenbite, s.v. Zyfen, 

Tunge = Tungen (tongues). 

O tyme a Seint Petres dei, gret feste with here tunge 

In the see hi makede of Seint Peter, and here servise sunge. 

(St Brandan, p. 20.) 

Tongen occurs in the Ayenbite, pp. 22, 142. 

Lunge = Lungen (lungs). 

Nu schal for-rotien 

thine teoh and thi tunge 

Thi mahe and thi milte, 

thi livre and thi lunge 

And thi throte-boUe 

That thu mide sunge. — (Rdig, Songs, p. 76.) 

Also in a man hys body 

Seme]) .... aer in pe longon, 

(Trevisa, 1387. Cott, MS. Tib. D vii.) 
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Wede = Weden (garments). 

I-luved ich habbe gomen and gleo 
And prude and feire wede, — {Rdig, JSongs, p. 66.) 
Nolde ich jeven enne peni for bis weden alle. — {Ibid, p. 71.) 

The kyng of Mantona and his knygbtes 
Buth y-armed redy to fyghte 
In bniny of stel and riche weden 
They doth go swithe on steden (steeds). 

(K. Alls, p. 57.) 
Wounde = Wtmnden (wotinds). 

Wide were \a wounde 

He tholede harde dounde. — {Lyric Poeins^ p. 97.) 

Sone y wil with the founden, 

Y deye y-wis for thine woundeti, — {Ibid, p. 82.) 

HiB deope wounden bledeth fast. — {Ibid, p. 112.) 
The wonden bledde al longe ni3t. 

{StBeJcet^p. 113.) 
Ac overcome nas he no3t, thei is wounden dedliche were, 

{R, of Gl foL 67.) 

& he let him lede in to an yle, vor to hele is wounde^ 
& deide as the beste kni3t that me waste evere yfounde. 

{Ibid. 67 b,) 
See other example under Honde, Honden, p. xx. 
Tonge = Tongen (tongs). 

He sat longe and bithojte him : longe hou hit were 
He bitho3te him ho hit was : he droj forth his tonge 
And leide in the bote fur : and spac faire longe 
Forte the tonge was al afure : and siththe stille ynou^ 
The devel he hente bi the nose. — {St Dunstan, p. 36.) 

Tho come ther suche schrewen mo wel thicke bi eche side 
With tangen, and with hameres beminge meni on. 

{St Brandan^ p. 22.) 
Sunne = Sunnen (sins). 

Godemen, for godes luve, 

bileveth eoure sunne, — Bdig. Songs^ p. 83.) 
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Nai ! Nai ! hi shalle wel avinde 
That lii mid longe wope mote 
Of hore sunnen bidde bote, 
Ar hi mote euer kume thare. 

(Owl and N, p. 30.) 

Wyke = woken (weeks). 

Tuehnonth & elleue toyke : alle this maidenes were 
At Rome with this holi pope. — (Ths 11,000 Virgins^ p. 68.) 
In thyssere joye we scholde by-louken 
Al hyre joyen of vourti woJcen 

The wyles he jede with chyld. 

(Shoreham, p. 121.) 

The following are additional examples of plurals in -e : — 
The water was ful of longe reede (reeds). 

(K. Alts. p. 210.) 

Ac wat etestu, that thou ne lije, 

Bute attercoppe (spiders), and fule vZije (flies) 

An wonnes. — (Oicl and N., p. 21.) 

Ah thah my lif me bed at-schote. 
The jet ich mai do gode note, 
Me mai upone smale sticks 
Me sette a wude ine the thicke, 
An swa mai mon toUi him to 
Lutle briddes and i-vo, 
An swa me mai mid me bi-3ete 
Wel gode brede to his mete. 

(Owl and N. p. 56.) 

Of drawing of bowes and stikks (sticks) 
Theo eyr bycam tho trouble and thikke. 

(K. Alts. p. 168.) 

They haueth no woUe to spynne 

Heore clothis buth of bestis ekynne (skins). 

(lUd. p. 279.) 

Ne hy ne han boures ne halles 
Ne casteles ynih. heighe walles 
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Bot in trowes and in denne (dens) 

And in roches holed withinne 

Thereinne is her wonjghing. — (K. Alls. p. 244.) 

This venym creopith under my ribbe (ribs) 
That y may no longer libbe. — {Ibid, p. 324.) 

The kynedom of heuene ten maidenes iliche is 

That is ech maner folc that ne wilneth nojt amis 

No folie of flesches wille ac thurf the ten heste (commandments) 

Lede hys lyf in clennisse.— (^arZ. 2277, fol. 11 a.) 

After numerals, in the older stages of the language, the gen. pi. 
is properly used, but in 14th-century English the pL is often used. 
Of the hul of Olyvet sone hi wende adoun 
To the bor3 of lerusalem, and bilevede in the toun 

A Jyousend dappe (paces) ther bituene 

A Jyousend stappen of such pas a myle nojt hit is. 

{Harl MS. 2277, fol. 24.) 

Of plurals in e representing older forms in -an^ -a, -u (rw), numerous 
examples might be selected from the Southern literature of the earlier 
part of the 13th century. 

IL OKNITIVB SINGULAR OF FEMININE NOUNS IN -B (REPRESENTING 

OLDER FORMS IN -AN OR -E, 

The Northern dialect during the thirteenth and fourteenth cen- 
turies seems to have adopted the termination -es as the inflexion of 
the genitive singular for nouns of all genders. The Southern dia- 
lect, following the usage of the older stage of the language, formed 
the genitive of masculine and neuter nouns in -es, but of feminine 
substantives in -e, 

Suete Ihesu, king of blysse 

Myn huerte loue, min huerte lisse 

Thou art suete myd y-wisse 

Wo is him that the shal misse. — (Lyric Poems, p. 57.) 

Suete Ihesu min huerte lyht 

Thou art day with-oute nyht. — (Ibid, p. 57.) 

For loue thou se3e thin heorte blode. — (Ibid, p. 69.) 
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XXvi GRAMMATICAL PEGUUARITIES. 

Thin heorte loue thon sendest us. — {Lyric Poems, p. 73.) 
The snert is at myn Jierte groiinde. — {Ibid, p. 81.) 

Suete Ihesu min huerte bote 
In myn huerte thou sete a rote 
Of thi loue. — {Lyric Foems, p. 57.) 

Suete Ihesu min huerte gleem 
Bryhtore then the sonne l»ieem 
Ybore thou were in Bedlehem. — {Ibid, p. 57.) 

Suete Ihesu my soule fode 

Thin werkes bueth bo swete ant gode. — {Ibid. p. 58.) 

Ihesu, do me that for for thi name 

Me liketh to dreje pyne ant shame, 

That is thy soule note ant frame 

Ant make myn herte milde ant tame. — {Ibid, p. 71.) 

So that Barint the olde man rijt at his hurte grounde 

Wei wepinge bigan to telle what he er founde. — {St Brandan, p. 2.) 

The wonde swelth an aketh 

So doth the naddre stenge. — {Shorehaniy p. 104.) 

And (the devele) dede hym in an addre wede 
That best waa of mest schreuhede of alle beste. 

{Ibid. p. 158.) 
At the tcoke end spake the ermyte 
And aakede the munko of the spyryte. 

{Rob, B. Hand. Syn, p. 61.) 

Hit is gode monne i-wone 
A was from the loorlde frome. 

{Or. N. p. 17, L 476.) 

An nime ^^me of chirche stevene 

Hu murie is the blisse of hovene. 

{Owl and N. p. 25.) 
Heo mai hire guld at-wende 
A rihte weie thurh chirche bende. — {Ibid. p. 49.) 
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But thaj the prest hys messe do 

Inne dedleche senne corse 

Thet sacrement man be thou syker 

For hym nys iia3t worse ; For loke 

The sacrement nys na[3t] the wors 

Tha3 *^^ ludas hyt %okQ,^Shorehain^ p. 27.) 

Thre maner peyne man fangeth 

For hys senne nede. — {lUd. p. 37.) 

To wake 
Hy thet slepeth ine senne slep 
Amendement to maky. — {Ibid. p. 51.) 

An hors is strengur than a mon ; 



Hit berth on rugge grete semes, 
An dra3th bivore grete temes 
An tholeth bothe 3erd and spure 
An stont i-teid at mvlne dure. 

{Owl and N. p. 27.) 

The justise het his men openy thovene * (the oven's) mouth. 

{Harl MS. 2277, foL 96 a.) 
Craddok erl of Comwaile is avis sede 
That a senatour of rome yhote maximian 
Was of the kunde of this londe, a suithe noble man 
Yor he was Leoflines sone that Eleyne uncle was 
The gode Constantiues sone moder, vor non betere nas. 

{R. of QL foL 32.) 

Seynt Jame the gode man ri3t is to habbe in mone 
Seint Johnes brother the evangelist Godes aunte sone 
His moder was oure leuedi soster. 

{Harh MS. 2277, foL 97 a.) 

In godhed toke he then way 
That to helle gates lay. 

{Harrowing of Hell, p. 15.) 

> This word is marked masculine by Boswortb. 
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Thou wilt me bringe to hdle deth. 

(Lyr. Poems, p. 103.) 

Tho the nabbeth god idon & therinne beth ifunde 
He scullen falle swithe rathe in to Tielle grunde 
Thaer-inne he scullen wunie buten ore and ende 
Ke brecth never eft Crist JieUe dure to lese hem of bende. 

(Moral Ode, p. 27, IL 90, 91 ) 

Ac JieUe king is oreles with tha the he niai bride. 

(Ibid, p. 29, 1. 109.) 

Sone so the quene fader Corineus was ded 
He vorsoc is owe wif and astrild made quene. 

(R of 01 Cott MS. Calig. A xL foL 11.) 

Conan the ^lene cosyn he clupede tho al stille. 

(Ibid, foL 33 b,) 

Modred is neveu 

y crouned him sulve king thoru the quene rede 

(R of 01 fol. 61 a.) 

This wes on oure Ucedy even. 

(Polit. Songs, p. 219.) 

This wunne weole (delight of joy) y wole for gon 
Ant wyht in wode be fleme. — (Lyr. Poems, p. 44.) 

Fram dethe to lyve he aros thurf oure levedi lore.^ 

(Saints, p. 59.) 
The gode for-horede the fend 

Wyth hys blaundynge stevene (with the voice of his flattery). 

(Shoreham, p. 59.) 
Ac Edward the other adde thre children bi is wive 
An sone that het Edward & dojtren also tueye 
Margarete & Cristine that gode wimmen were beye 
This gode children ajte be evermore in munde 
Vor Engelond, jif hii nere, were jut out of kunde, 
As je mowe ihure her afterward in king Henries lif 

I Chaucer has " our lady veyl." Soe Prologue and Cauterbury Tales, I. 695. 
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How Engelond com to kiinde ajen thoru the gode quene Mold iwis 
That thes Margarete do3ter was, Mold the gode quene. 

(E.o/Gliol 91 b.) 
He fond Horn in anne 
On RymenMlde banne. 

(K. Horn, L 706, E. R T. Soc.) 

The word bigan to springe 

Oi Bymenhilde weddinge.— (/Wd. 1. 1018.) 

He dude Horn inn late 

Eijt at ludle gate.— (/6wf. L 1074.) 

A.Saz. ceddre, a vein.* 

Ich haue the leten eddre hlod, 
(Of the vor and of the wolf a fable. Relig, Antiq. p. 272.) 

Leove moder, quath Lucie : if thu leovest in holi churche 
And the wordes of the godspel : & wold ther-after wurche 
Thurf tuochinge of Seint Agace Tumbe : thu wost hoi anon. 

{Lives of Saints, p. 102, 1. 33.) 

« Seint Lucie com 

To Seinte Agace holie Tumbe & hire moder with hire nom. 

{Ibid. p. 102, L 36.) 

To Seinte Lucie norici he wende : and eschte hire faste 
What Lucie were so onbicome hire god awei to caste. 

{Ibid, p. 103, L 59.) 
& Constantin Eleyne son ^e witeth wel Eome nom 
& sut^t^e Maximan that of hor beyre blod ich com. 

{R. of Gl fol. 60 a.) 

Richard due of Normandie Emme brother the quene 
Adde an sone that het Roberd. — {Ibid. 99 a.) 

A (on) Seinte Marie dai in the leynte biheveded [were] bothe ifere. 

{Harl. MS. 2277, foL 98 b.) 
Crist ycleped heuene lomb com to saynt Ion. — {Relig. Antiq. p. 87.) 

> Clene om out the r^yiM blod.— (JTor/. MS. 2277, fol. 14 a.) 
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Ihesu Crist heouene king 

Jef us alle god endyng 

That bone biddeth the.— (Z^. P., p. 59.) 

Ihesu for thi muchele myht 

Thou graunte us alle hetiene lyht. — (Ibid. p. 60.) 

Helpe me heuene queue, for thyn ever ycham. — {Und. p. 93.) 

Suete Ihesu of Nazareth 
Thou do us heue?ie mede, — (Ibid. p. 112.) 
See Lives of Saints, p. 103, L 67 ; p. 107, L 202. 

in. GENITIVE PLURALS IN 'BifB. 

No trace of the Genitive plural in -ene, -en (A.-Sax. ena)y is to 
be found in the Ormulum, the Bestiary, or Genesis and Exodus, 
although examples of this inflexion are common enough in La^amon, 
Seinte Marherete, and other Southern writers of the Semi-Saxon 
period. It is entirely absent form any pure specimen of the Northum- 
brian dialect of the 14th century, but ia frequently employed by 
Southern writers as late as a.d. 1387. 

Apostlene veet = feet of the apostles.^ 

Tho hym with a touwayle-schete Ihesu 

After soper by-gerte 
And water inta bacyn 
Myd a wel mylde herte, 

And wesschte 
Al his apostlene veet 
Thos ordre forthe he lesschte. — {Sho7'eJiam, p. 51.) 

Here god hi solde stille 

And to thapostlen fet hit caste. 

{Harl MS. 2277, foL 25 b.) 

Da^en ende = end of fourty days. 

At fourty da^en ende. — {Shoreliam, p. 126.) 

Deovlenefere'=. the companion of devils. 
Ich wisse men mid mine songe, 
That hi ne sunegi nowiht longe ; 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



GRAMMATICAL PECULIARITIES. XXXI 

I bidde horn that heo i-swike 
That heom-seolve ne "bi-swicke : 
For betere is that heo wepen here 
Than elles-hwar to beon deoulene fere. 

(Owl 4' N. p. 32.) 
Devden pryncea = princes of devils. 

Seue devden prynces beth. — {Shordunriy p. 109.) 

Englene songs = songs of angels. 

Go we alle thene wei . for he us wulle bringe 
Mid tho faire fewe men . beforen heuene kinge 
Ther is aire meruthe mest . mid englene songe. 

{Morcd Ode, p. 33, L 177.) 

E^ene toepynge = weeping of the eyes. 

Therfore thy schrifte man schel be wythoute stoneynge, 

Myd herte loj, and, jef thou my3t, 

Myd thyn e^ene wepynge. — {Shoreham, p. 35.) 

Feenden mestnje = power of the fiends ; fenden jewyse = judg- 
ment of fiends (devils). 

Schelde ©us wanne we deade beth 

Fram bXHr feenden mestiye. — {Ihid, p. 84.) 

I-schelde ous wanne we dede beth, 
Fram 2X\Qfendene jewyse. — {Tlnd, p. 85.) 

Fowelen Parays = Parish of Fowls. 

Ther is oure gode procuratour that moche god ous haveth ido 

In the Fowden Parays and ine the Lond of Schep also. 

{St. Brandan, pp. 16, 17, IL 353, 365, 379.) 

Bestyn kyng = king of beasts.' 

That hestyn kyng 
Hys kynde may he noght forgo. — (Odavian, p. 177.) 

Doggen ^ of dogs. 

A dosyn of doggen 

Ne myhte hire drawa — (Polit Songs, p. 239.) 

» Trerisa (1387) has bettime (or beatoun) kynde.— (Cb^^ MS, Vetp. D vii, fol. 62 b.) 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



XXXU GRAMMATICAL PECULIARITIES. 

Gromene = of grooms (men). 

Gobelyn made is gemer 

Of gromene maw. — (PolU. Songs, p. 238.) 

Jewene lawe = law of the Jews. 

To pe jewene lawe. — (Cott, Vesp., D, vii, foL 148 b,) 

Gywene wiUe = will of the Jews. 

Pilatus thurf the gywene wille : him demde therto. 

(Life of Pilate, p. 114, 1. 103.) 

Gytoene fdUHiede = ^falsehood of the Jews. 
Whan thou under3ete, quath themperour : the gywene falshede 
Whi naddestou ispeke ther a3e : and desturbed the lithere dede. 

{lAfe of PUate, p. 116, L 200.) 

Reg regum, that is kyngene kyng. — {Cott, Vesp,, D. vii, foL 282 b,) 

Propketene = of the prophets. 

The man that healdeth thys two 

Of chaiyte the heastes 

Al he folueth the lawe of gode 

And prophetene gestes. — (Shoreham, p. 92.) 

AUe soiden day = Day of All Souls or All Souls' Day. 
& eke quath thangel that thou telle the pope her-of sone 
That me holde alle aoiden day as rijt is to done 
& as wide as holi churche that he makie his heste 
The morwe after alle halewen day ' that me holde thulke feste 
That ech man ententifliche as forth as he may 
For alle the soulen in purgatorie bidde thulke day. 

{Harl MS, 2277, foL 145 a.) 
Alle soulen day an urthe rijt is t9 holde heje.— (/5w?.) 
Soueni3t hebilevedether: for-to aXLe Soiden daj, — (St Beket, p. 68.) 

Soulen = Of SouL 
Ther Cometh two maner Soulen, — (Harl MS. 2277, foL 131.) 

> AUe EaUwen day « All Hallowa' Day » All Saints' Day. (See Life of St 
Dunatan, p. 39, 1. 181, where phrase Alle haletcene eoule glad heoth ae all the aouU 
of the saints are joyful.) 
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GRAMMATICAL PECULIARITIES. XXXUl 

Spousebrechene sawe = words of adulterers. 

These spovsehrechen sawe. — (Shoreham, p. 62.) 

Tren rynde = The bark of trees. 

Schipes they haven y-hote pyrates 
In the water is heore gates : 
Whan hit is ebbe, up they buth 
Whan hit is flod, y-scheot they beoth 
Heo buth ymad of oysers-y fynde 
And y-bounde al with tren rynde. 

(King Alls. p. 255, 1. 6187.) 

Wermene mete = Meat of worms. 

Huet is man bot velthe and a zechvol of donge, wermene mete. 

{Ayenhite, p. 216.) 

Thomene croune = Crown of thorns. 
Hy to-steke hys swete hefed 
Wyth one thomene coroune. — (SJioreJiam, p. 85.) 

See also Harl MS. 2277, fol. 13 b. 

Occasionally we find -e as well as -ene^ as the sign of the genitive 
plural, as in the following examples : 

Bole huden = Hides of bulls. 

Hi leten hem di3te a gret schip, and above it al bi-caste 
With bole huden stronge ynou ynailed (therto faste). 

{St Brandan, p. 5.) 

Engle ^ manne blisse = Bliss of angels and men. 

He (God) one mai & seal beo engle & manne blisse. 

(Moral Ode, p. 33, L 189.) 
Alle halewe = Of all Saints. 

a church he let rere 

Of oure loverd & alle haletce : in thulke place there 

Six hondred jer & fyve : oure loverd ther bifore 

Of Marie his swete moder : an urthe were ibore 

The church that was of oure levedi & of alle haleweh ifonde 

Stont jut & is icleped Marie la rounde. 

(Harl. MS. 2277, foL 144.) 
d 
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Aire devde wei = The way of all Devils. 

& this tuei enchantours to grounde hem overcome 
& dryve hem an aJre devde wey. 

{Harl MS. 2277, foL 121 a.) 

hi also 

Schulle gon an aire devele wei bote god nyme jeme ther to. 

{Ibid. foL 145 b.) 
Vnf myle wei = The way of five miles. 

In pais hi wende forth here wey : & the bodi with hem toke 

Vyf myle wei hi were awend : er thothere awoke. 

{Lives of Saints^ p. 56.) 

Twenty myle weyes = The ways of twenty miles. 

Twenty myle weyes and mo 

No myght men astryde go 

Bote he step ondede men, 

In dale, in downe, in wode, in fen. 

{K. Alls. p. 183, L 4446.) 
Manne /i/= life of men. 

Alle manne lif = the live of all men 

We scullen aire manne * lif icnawe ther also nre owe. 

{Moral Ode, p. 27, L 82.) 
Alle childe = of all children. 
The eldeste soster of hem Jreo oure levedi swete & mylde 
Bar oure loverd Ihesu Crist best of alle childe, 

{Harl. MS. 2277, fol. 37 a.) 
AUe thinge = of all things. 

Fairest of alle thinge.— {Ibid. foL 38 a.) 

(See Moral Ode, p. 33, L 177.) 

Aire beme = of all children, 

Marie cleophee 

Hadde tuei holie sones bi hire loverd Zebedee 

Seint Jame the holi man & seint Johan the wangelist 

That was aire beme best mid our loverd Ihesu Crist 

{Harl. MS. 2211, foL 35 b.) 

» Manne as the gen. pi. is used by Trerisa (a.d. 1387) in Cott MS. Vcsp. D 
Yii, foL 286 a. 
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V. Traces of the genitive singular noiins in -e are not very 
common, and they are remnants either of the n declension or of 
that class of masculines in -u or -o, which made the genitive singular 
in -a. 

EXAMPLES : 

" How ho lepte with myght and mayne 
on the stede back." 

{Rom, ofOdaman, p. 217, L 1446.) 

In is wode rage he wende 
Vor to awreke * is unde deth. 

{R. of Gl Cott MS. Calig, A xi, foL 65 a.) 

Bidde we seinte Marie 

For hire milde mode. 

For the teres that heo wep 

For hire aone blod. — (Rdig. Poems, p. 84.) 

Ich cristni the in the vader name 
And sone, and Holy Ghostes. 

{Shoreham^s Poems, p. 10.) 

Fowel for thi false sawe 

For beddi (I forbid) the this wode schawe ; 

Thou fare into the filde. — (Relig, Antiq, p. 245.) 

Whil y wes a clerc in scole, wel muchel y couthe of lore, 
Ych haue tholed for thy love woundes fele sore ; 
Fer from hom ant eke from men, under the wode gore. 

(Lyr. Poems, p. 91.) 
He let his schup stonde 
And jede to londe ; 
His folc he dude abide 
Under vmde side. 

(K. Hom, p. 29, L 1024, R K T. S.) 

1 Manh treats tmeh (and guene) as following under the same rule as brother, 
moder, th^Ur, which dro^^ the genitive inflexion in A. -Saxon writers. 

d2 
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GRAMMATICAL PECULIARITIES. 



Athulf heo sede be blithe 

And to Horn thou go wel swithe 

He is under tmide bo^e 

And with him knijtes inoje. — (Ibid. p. 35, L 1227.) 

ADJECTIVES. 

The adjective in the Southern dialects retains most of the older 
inflexions. In the Northern dialects the distinction between the 
definite and indefinite forms of the adjective is not preserved, and 
the final -e in the plural is for the most part disregaixied. 

I. DBCLBNSION OP THE ADJEOTIVB. 
I. DEFINITE FORM. 

God (good), the gode (the good). 

PLUBAL. 



Nom. 



Gen. 



Dat. 



Ace. 



Nom. 
Gren. 

Dat. 

Ace. 



8IK0ULAB. 
Mate, Fern. 

gode gode 



Ifeut. 
gode 



goden 
gode 



!°' 



all genders 



goden ^ 
gode j " 
goden 
gode 



I gode 



gode 



Nom. 



Gen. 



Dat. 



Ace. 



goden \ 
gode j 
godene 
gode 
goden ) 
gode ' 
goden 
gode 



seldom used 



INDEFINITE DECLENSION. 

God (good). 



Mase. Fern, Neut, 
god god god 
godes' godre* godes 



!{ godre* gode 
goden ) "^ 

god 



gode 

godne gode 



PLUBAL. 



Nom. & Ace. gode 
Gen. godre* 



Dat. 



(gode 
V goden 



' The genitive form of the indefinite adjective is more often used in indefinite 
and demonstrative words than in other adjectives. 
' Seldom used. 



N 
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He (God) wythstent the provden, — {Shoreham, p. 107.) 

And Je children ham lovie togidere and heuly fe uela3rede of J)o 
ffreaten, — (Ayenbitey p. 139.) 

Vor ]^me dyaj hi clepiej lyf and fane dyaj ]>et is to ])e guoden 
b^innynge of liue hi hit clepiej) Jan ende. — {Ibid, p. 72.) 

Alsuo tekj) Je writinge Jet me ssel zeche red ate yealden and 
najt mid Je yonge, Je ne byej najt yproued in nyedes ac mid fe 
yealde J>et habbej) yzoje and yproued J)e Jinges, fet is Jet wyt and 
fet red. Vor fan fet Eoboam, Salomounes zone, vorlet fane red 
of fe yeaMen guode men, vor fane red of yonge he vorleas f e 
gratteste del of his kingdome. — (Ibid, p. 184.) 

For jyf thy wyl rejoth more 
In enyes kunnea thynges 



Bote yn God .... thou ne anourest God ary3t. 

(Shorehairiy p. 95.) 
Vuolf quad the vox him tho 
Al that thou havest her bifore ido, 
In thouht, in speche, and in dede, 
In euche other ea Tcunnea quede 
Ich the for3eye at thisse nede. 

(Relig, Antiq. p. 277.) 

Herbi f ou mijte wel understonde, 
Jjat on his areu, fat of er schonde, 
To stele to o^erea mannes bedde. — {Owl ^ N, p. 51.) 

Bysshopes and barounes to the kynges pes, 
Ase men that weren fals, fykel and les, 
Othes hue him sworen in stude ther he wes, 
To buen him hold ant trewe for alles cunnes res. 

(Camden Society's Polit, Songs, p. 214.) 

And what may f e dyches be 
But hire f olemode poverty 
Jjat nones kunnes assaylyng 
Ne may derve f e tour for no f ing. 

(Castd of Love, L 855.) 
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XXXVm GRAMMATICAL PECULIARITIES. 

Urea formes faderes gult we abigget alle. — (Moral Ode, p. 28.) 

fee worlde us wule fordrenche 
Mest alle men he jive* drinke of one deofles scenche 
He sceal him cunne sculde wel, jif he him nele screnche 
Mid ealmihtlea godes luve ute J)e us biwerien 
Wid (from) j>es mrccches worldes luue, fat he ne mawe us derien. 

{lUd. p. 32.) 

Elche rune he ihurd & he wot alle dede 

He J)m*-sih* dchea mannes Jane Jat seal us to rede. 

(Ibid. p. 25.) 

He is dches godes ful. — {Ibid, p. 33.) 

Ther com to ous a jung man suythe fair and hende, 
He welcomede ous evei-echon mildeliche and suete 
And nemnede evereches owe name and wel myldeliche ous gan grete. 

(St Brandan, p. 3.) 

The fox so godne ne can (knows) nanne 
The (though) he kunne so vele wrenche. 

Owl ^ N. p. 28.) 

Ich wot hwo schal beon anhonge, 

Other ellea/ulne deth afonge. — (Ibid. p. 41.) 

And hit is grat wonder thet hi loketh zuich ane fiehlene castel as 
hare fyeble bodye aye zuych ane strarujne vend ase is the dyeuel of 
helle. — (Ayenbife, p. 227.) 

Vor alsuo ase the angles of heuene habbeth grat glednesse of ane 
zene3ere huanne he him repenteth and deth penonce vor his zennes, 
alsuo the dyevelen ham gledieth huanne hi moje overcome and do 
valle into zenne a7ie ffuodne man ; and the more thet he is of grat 
stat and the parBter, the more heth he the gratter glednesse huanne 
he him may gyly, ase the vissere heth more blisse vor to nimo ane 
grains visse thane ane littlene, — (Ibid, p. 238.) 

Non yzij ane yongne borycis and ane newene knijt. Mochel 
habbeth thos of vele thojtes, newe, diverses, and wylvoUe. — (Ibid. 
p. 161.) 
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GttAMMATICAL PECULIABITIES. XXXIX 

Of alle thise yefthes (of kende, of hap, and of grace) we ssel thonki 
god and servi vor thet hi cometh alle of him. Thajles the proude 
hise zelth to the dyevele vor thane vaUne peny of ydele blisse. 

(Ayenbitey p. 24.) 

tha3 me godne sckele hem telle, 

Nau^t hyt ne ganth (avails). 

{SliorehawHa Poeins, p. 135.) 

I wylle me ssrive and ich wille zigge alle mine zennes aye me, 
na^t of othrejiy ne ayens othren as doth the ypocrites. — {Ayenbite, p. 
175.) 

Efterward the ssrifte ssel by yhol najt to-deld ine vele ssriveres. 
Vor me ssel zigge al to onen^ na^t o del to onen and thet other del to 
anothrerif vor god ne taketh none hede of zuiche tales. — {Ibid. p. 175.) 

Hit is more zenne in one stede thane ine anothren, — (Ibid.) 

Thanne ssel he verst yzy the zeue dyadliche zennes, of huychen 
we habbeth above yspeke, and yholliche of echen him ssrive be than 
thet he him yvelth gelty, no-thing to hele, nothing wyth-zigge, na3t 
him to defendi ne nenne othrenne wray. — (Ibid. p. 175.) 

Hy ne thencheth ne studieth bote ham zelve to avonci and othren 
to harmi Thet wyt is the develes wyt ase zayth Saint Jacob, thet 
eche daye him vondeth othren to harmy. — (Ibid. p. 82.) 

For hyre poer nys nou3t y-lessed 
Ac toup aUe othren hys y-blessed. 

(Shoreham, p. 127.) 

To nonen. — (Ayenbite, p. 121.) To echen. — (Ibid. p. 122.) 

To alien.— (Ibid. p. 145.) Be enne (by one).— (Ibid. p. 129.) 

He wile deme evrinne be his dedes. — (Ibid. p. 134.) 
In the herte of evrichen. — (Ibid. p. 146.) 

II. Inflected Article (Definite). 

In the Orrrmlum the definite article is uninflected, the only 
remnant of the older inflexions being the phrase (still retained at the 
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GILVMMATICAL PECULIARITIES. 



present dgiy) * for than anea ' = for the nonce. So, too, in the North- 
em dialect during the E. Eng. period the article remains the same 
for all genders and cases — ^but not in the Southern dialect, in which 
the masculine, feminine, and neuter forms, and some case endings, were 
preserved as late as the middle of the fourteenth century, if not much 
later. 

In the Northern dialect that is the demonstrative adjective ; in 
the Southern it is the neuter of the definite article. 



SINGULAR. 

Fern. 



Masc, 

Nom. fe, I feo, 
Ifo, 



Neut. 

I pat. 
I pet. 



Gen. 



' ( par, per, 
Dat. pan, pare, pere. 
pane, 

Ace. < . > po, 
pene, * '^ 

^pen. 



|pes.» 
pan.^ 

pan. 



Nom. and Ace. po, peo, pa. 



Gren. 
Dat. 



pare, 
/pan. 
( pane. 



EXAMPLES : 

Zueche tyeares drivep pane dyevel uram pe herte as pet weter 
cachchep pane hond out of pe kechene. — (Ayenbite, p. 171.) 

be pise virtue (pacience) pe guode overcomep alle 

his vyendes, pane dyevel, pe wordle and pe^vless. — (Ibid. p. 167.) 

Vor huanne man him berp hate to pe torment and pe zaule and 
pet bodi, zuo pet pe man ne may slepe ne non rest habbe, oper huyl 
him benimp pane mete and pane drinke and makep him valle ine ane 
fevre oper ine zuiche zor3e pet he nimp pane dyap. — (Ibid. p. 31.) 

pos he lyest al his time and pe nijt and pane day. — (Ibid, p. 62.) 

Loke pet pou hal3i pane day of pe Sabat — (Ibid. p. 7.) 

1 These forms are seldom used after 1300. 
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serve fine sseppere f et him restede \taim zevende 

day of workes pei he hedde ymad ine f e zix dayes bevore. 

(Ibid. p. 4.) 
Go we \tene narewe woi & pene wei grene. 

(Moral Ode, p. 32.) 

Eijt so hit farj) bi pan ungode 

Jjat no3t ne suf to none gode, 

And is so ful of uvele wrenche, 

]}at him ne mai no man at-prenche, 

And can wel pane fursstere wai 

And pane hn^te wei lat awai — (Owl if N. p. 9.) 

Tho hit was Eve thane Sonedai the deuelon come blaste. 

(St Brandan, p. 27.) 

The thrid dai than amorow grisful hit sal be to loke. 

(Early Eng, PoeTua, p. 9.) 

And so he lay al thulke tyme : and also thane friday. 
He let clipie the Saterday tho fireres bifore him alle 
And bed alle godne day. — (Lives of Saints, p. 39, 1. 198.) 
. . . . Ofte heo gaf hem mede 
For to faste thane fridai : to watere and to brede. 

(Ihid. p. 71.) 

And God zayj) ine his spelle fet huo fet zenejef aye pane holy 
gost he ne ssel nevre habbe merci ine fise wordle ne ine fe ofre. 

(Ayenbite, p. 28.) 
To quendride his lif ere soster anon ho gan wende 
And toldo here al pe lifere cas : fram bigynninge to pan ende. 

(Uves of Saints, p. 63, L 198.) 

He com of pan adel eye. — Owl if N. p. 5, L 133.) 

Also hit is bi pan ungode 

J)at is icumen of fule brode. — (Ibid, p. 6, L 129.) 

Ine po manere and ine po vorbisne hef pe pn states of Godes 
zone ine erj>e, htdche pe holy gost let and conduej), aze zayf Sainte 
Tmel—(Ayenbite, p. 122.) 
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• ••••• 

Seynt Jame seythe that oreyson 

Of iker holy byleve 

Of hiis siknesse helthe wynthe, 

• ••••« 

That no fend schal reve the heljyo. 

{ShorehanCs Poems, p. 41.) 

Ich am that ly3t 

Of alle ther wordle rounde aboute. 

{lUd. p. 49.) 

. . . ther mot atter spousynge 
Be ryjt asent of bothe, 
Of man and of ther wymman eke. — {Ibid, p. 57.) 

bytemesse of mode 

That hiis fhare saule galle. — {Ibid, p. 92.) 

Therthe schok, the sonne dym by com 
In thare tyde,— {Ibid, p. 86.) 

Therfore nas belle nau^t yschet, 

No dovelyn therinne nau3t ydut, 

Ine thare crybbe. — {Ibid, p. 157.) 

)X) stod on old stoc fax beside, 

Jjar f o ule song hire tide, 

And was mid ivi al bi growd ; 

Hit was ^are hule earding-stowe, — {Owl ^ N, p. 2.) 

]}e nijtingale hi isej, 

And J)U3te wel wl of \are hale. — {Ibid, p. 231.) 

Wostu to fan man was iboro ? 

To \are blisse of hovene riche. — {Ibid, p. 25.) 

Jje wranne, for heo cufe singe, 
War com in fare more3eiing 
To helpe \are iii3tegale. — {Tbid, p. 69.) 
Of fisse riche (heaven) we fenchet oft 
& of fere (helle) to selde. — {Moral Ode, p. 32.) 
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To pere blisse us bringe god. fe rixlet abuten ende. 

(Moral Ode, p. 34.) 

In Shoreham's poems we have an example of the pL dative ^ane. 

For ase wymman com of the ryb 
Of the mannes ryjt syde, 
So holyche spouse of God 
Sprange of tJiane wonden wyde. 

{Shorehaniy p. 80.) 

III. Many of the older forms of thiSy wholly unknown in the 
Northern dialect, are preserved in the Southern until a very late 
period. It appears to have been declined as follows. 



SINQXTLAB. 

Mase. Fern. Neut, 

/ feos, fos, ) 
Nom. J)es,> fis, | j^^g i j FS- 

Gen. fises, fisse, fises. 



fise, 
])isen, 



Dat ^T ' { bisse, bise. 
" en, ) 



. bisne, besne, ) . . 
Ace. '^ Vf 5 bisse, bis. 

feme/ ) 



Nom. })eos, fes, f os, fis, f ise. 

Gren. fise, fisse. 
Dat. ])ise, Jiisen. 

Ace. fes, fise. 



1)68 bo3 hej) monie tuygges. — (Ayenhitey p. 41.) 

& wi))}ame a lytel stounde \e8 man fat semede so colde <fc a fylo 
mesel werf whyt &> fayr <fc sty^ up in to fe aer. 

(CoUon MS, Vesp, D vii, foL 145 a.) 
1)68 William regnede f ryttene jer a monf lasse. 

(Ibid, fol. 145 a.) 

}>e8 Odo wastede & destruyede pe kyng hys rentes and escheytcs. 

(IMd,) 
Jpes Edward was veyr of body. — (Ibid. fol. 291 b,) 

})€3 (= this man, i.e. Lotharius) was a lettrede man. 

{Ibid, fol. 280 b,) 

> Betained as late as 1387. ' Betaiucd as late as 1340. 
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Xliv GRAMMATICAL PECULIARITIES. 

In hys vnrdo jer fes (Honoriua) changedo 
f e copes of freres carmes. 

{Cottm MS. Vesp, D vii, foL 288 L) 

pes seyde fat he was Ihesus Crist. — (Ibid, fol. 283 b,) 

peo8 Corsa hadde a bole. — (Ibid, foL 28 b,) 

pu€8 maydo was ywedded to Robert de Brui3. — (Ibid, foL 284.) 

He lay by pties mayde. — (Ibid. foL 272 a.) 

j3areuore fe kyng caste to wedde pttes wynche. — (Ibid,) 

\>eo8 (these) fre lawes. — (Ibid. foL 45.) 

J5t/^ (these) uorsede men .... chese f e uorsede Edward j>e 
eldere to be here lord. — (Ibid, foL 289 b.) 

plies voure breddes (birds) quaj) f e kyng bef my voure sones. 

(Ibid. 270 b.) 

On helle is imger & ferst^ vnele tuo ifere 

pos pine foliede po f e were mete nithinges here. 

(Moral Ode, p. 29.) 

Sculde him elc man fe wile he mai of pos helle pine. — (Ibid, p. 31.) 

p€08 hule abod fort (until) hit was eve. —(Owl ^ N. p. 2.) 

Ac lete we awei \os cheste. — (Ibid. p. 7.) 

Heo bigan to sike sore : and in tho3te stod 

Alias heo seide that ich scholde thisne day evere abide. 

(Lives of Saints, p. 51.) 

Wend he seide whan thu horn comest to Edward joure kyng 
And sai him that he for was love he 3af thisne ring 
Him sende here his ring a3en and thonkede him also. 

(Ibid, p. 106.) 

Mid graate wille Ich habbe peme paske ywylned, fet is to zigge 
feme dyaf, fise^ ssame, f/^e wendinge. — (Ayenbitey p. 133.) 

peme = pesne, is peculiar to the Kentish dialect, and occurs in the 
poems of Shoreham.' 

■ ^tM shows that t$aim and wendinge are feminine nouns. 
' For thou arcrcdst theme storm. — {Shorehamy p. 161.) 
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Ofpisen we habbej) vayre vorbysne. — {Ayenbite, p. 218.) 

In pise bene (fern.) pet we dof to gode we bezechej? ane yeff e of 
fe holy gost — (Ibid, p. 89.) 

Tliissere (gen. and dat. sing, fern.), A.S. pissere ; Thissere (gen. 
and dat. pL), A.S. pissera occur in Shoreham's poems. 

To thysaere joyen (joys) scholle be y-leyd (placed) alle the 
joyen that ino3e (may) be yseyd (named). — {Shoreham^ p. 126.) 

To thysaere joye longye (belong) scholle alle the joyen that 
hyre (to her) foUe (may befall) of hyre chylde Gk)d. — (JUd, p. 123.') 

6. The plural of Adjectives (mostly of Eomance origin) in -e«, as 
waterea principaleay is unknown to the Northern dialect. 

IV. Degreea of Compariaon. 

Adjectives ending in -lich (sing.), -liche (pL), often form the com- 
parative in 'luker or -loker (Kentish 4aker), This inflexion is 
unknown in the Northern dialect, in which the affix •lich becomes -Ilk 
(-like) -Zy, and the distinctions between the singular and plural forms, 
as well as that between the adjective in -lich and the adverbial in 
'liche, are lost sight ofl 

The affix 4icli has not given us the more modem -ly. It is pro- 
bable that this latter form has arisen from -lig (thus barley, originally 
herlic, is corrupted into berlig and berley). 

Traces of this corruption occur in the Ormulum, in which we meet 
with the double endings of adjectives and adverbs in 4ike and -liy 

V. Numerals 

Some Southern numerals (ordinals) end in 4he, as aeofethe (sevethe), 
seventh ; ei^tethe, eighth ; neo^ethe (nithe), ninth ; tethe (tethe), 
tenth.' 

The corresponding Northern numerals end in -nde, -nd, as aevend, 
acMande, negJiendy tetuly and are doubtless of Danish origin. 

The Kentish dialect, like the old Frisian, prefers -nde to -the, 

> See pp. 53, 96, 121, 127 of Shoreham'a poems. 
• The forms in -nth are Midland varieties. 
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1. Dropping of the final -n. 

Seonen (seven), neo^en (nine), in the Southern dialect, frequently 
drop the final -w> as aeove (sove) ; neo^e, nejo. 

VI. Adjectives peculiar to the Southern dialect, 

\ilk^ pilks, pulkf pidke (older fonns, fellicJi, peUichs) = this, 
these, such-like, are not employed by Northern writers. They are 
still retained in the modem provincial dialect under the fonn thick^ 
thuck, thicky. 

BatJier, bathers (of both), samey tmn (two), thriti (three), 
slik-e, silky sic (such), pir, per, \ere (these), are unknown to Southern 
writers. 

PRONOUNS. 

Our pronouns are substantially Northern ones. The Southern 
dialect had many pronominal fonns which never occur in any 
Northern writer. 

The following table exhibits most of the Southern forms, in use 
during the xiiith and xivth centuries : — 

I. The personal pronouns are : Ich (I), ]m, pou (thou), he (he), 
heo (she), hit (it). 





SINQULAB. 




DUAL. 


PLURAL. 


Nom. 


Ich, uch, Jju, J?ou. 


Nom. 


wit. 


wa 


Gen. 


min, mi, fin,* J)L 


Gren. 


unker, 


ure, ur. 


Dat 


" 


Dat. 


unc, \ 




Ace. 


me, J?e. 


Ace. 


unk, 1 
hunke, ) 


ous, us. 






Nom. 


get, git, 


je,ya 






Gen. 


( gunker, 
I inker. 


eower, 
. jure, youre. 






Dat 


gunk, 


eow, ow, ou, 
30U, yow. 






Ace. 


ink, 



1 min and >m are used before words beginning with a Yowel \'mi and ]^ before 
a consonant. They follow the declension of the adjective, making in the obliqae 
cases miney Y^nej mmm, ^inm, &c. 
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Maac. Fern, Neut 
rheo, ■ 

l^om. J ha, "< hy, >- 
he, I he, 
I hue, - 
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hit, 
it. 



Gen. 
Dat 

Ace. 



his, hire, his. 
him^ hire, him. 
hine, J 1 hit. 



Nom. hi, hii, heo, hue. 

( hire, here, heore, 
( huere, hor. 
Dat. heom, huem, hem, hom« 

Ace. hi, his, hise. 



leh^ or Uch is still retained in the modem Southern dialects 
under the forms Uch and utchy^ and occasionally contracted into ch 
(as cham = I am, chelly chilly I will). Eobert of Gloucester fre- 
quently writes Icholle = Icfi wolle, I will ; Ichot = Ich wot, I know, 
/c,* Ihy /,' are corresponding Northern forms. 

/ occasionally occurs in the Southern dialect: (1.) before verbs 
commencing with a dental or nasals as / nam, I am not ; / not^ I 
know not ; (2.) after verbs, as mostly I must ; wollyy I wilL 

Thritti wynter and tliridde half yer 
Havy woned in londe her. 

(Harrowing of Helly p. 15.) 

Thou miht wyten in thy lay 

That mine woUy have away. — (Ibid,) 

Thah men to me han onde, 

To love ntUy noht wonde 

Ne lete for non of tho. — (Lyric PoemSy p. 29.) 

There thou me nou, hendest in helde 

Navy the none harmes to hethe. — (Ibid, p. 37.) 



^ In the earlier periods of the laognage, Ic is the ordinary form. 

* Many editors hare incorrectly jHrinted ie instead of ieh for the contraction P. 
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Mosti ryden by EyLbesdale 
Wilde wymmen forte wale. 

{Lyric Poema, p. 33.) 

Ne sixtu wel icham aliue, iclwlle scgge hou it is. 

{R. of Gl. foL 51 a.) 

Hii verde icJwt as gyd^e men mid wan no red nas. — (Ibid,) 

Icholle sulle min (lif) dere ynou, — {Ibid, foL 67 h,) 

Thulke Woden adde a wyf that ycluped was Dame Frye 
A Latin Dame Venus as ichahhe ysed nou tuye. 

{Ibid, foL 69 a.) 

An hendy hap ichahhe y-hent 
Ichot from heuene it is me sent. 

{Lyric PoemSy p. 28.) 
See Lyric Poems^ p. 94. 

Vor icham mid min fon in eche half biset 

&> jif ichom may ouercome. thorn jou the bet 

Ich jou wolle mid me at-holde and in gret richesse 30U do. 

{R. of Gl foL 39.) 

For wolny, rndni, hi sul fle and that in-to the pine of helle. 

{Early Eng, Poems^ p. 12.) 

II. A or Ha = He. 

This form is very common in all the Southern dialects, but never 
occurs in any Northern writer. It is still preserved in the modem 
provincial dialects of the South of England. 

Moi belovad be loik a raw or a yoong hart : Zee ! a' stand'th 
behind our wall a* look*th voath at th* winders, zhowing hiszel droo 
th* lattice. — {Song of SolomoUy Somersetshire veraion.) 

Tha voice uv ma beluvid ! behold ?ia com'th laipin apin tha 
mowntins. — {Song of SolonuMy Devonshire version.) 

Every body kneows owld Bamzo, as wears his yead 0' one zide. 
One night a was coming whoame vrom market, and veil oifs hos into 
the road, a was zo drunk. — {Akerman^s Wiltshire Tales) 
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Trevisa uses a as an indefinite of the 3rd pers. pro. = he, she, 
it, they. 

Hy (they) habbej) no wodes J?erfore a makef ham fuyr of tomes. 

{Cott. MS., Vesp. D vii, foL 28.) 

J>ar buj) also cicade bryddes fat synggef atte beste & habbej) a 
pipe opon onder f e frote & syngge}» betre whane fe heued is oflfe fan 
whyle hyt ys on & betre whanne a bej) deed fan whyle Ipny buf 
2ljYQ,^IUd, fol. 29 h.) 

He ran home to uore & prayede hys wyf fat hv£ wolde helpe for to 
saue hym fat as moche as hue myjte hue scholde make here self uoul, 
bote a dude fe contrary, <fec. — {lUd. foL 222.) 

Yn f is ylond growef a ston fat hatte gagates ; . . . . a ys ablak 

as gemmes buf a brennef yn water, Ac. — {Trevisa, quoted in 

Mort-is* Specijtiens of Early Evglish, p. 334.) 

Also fer ys yn f e cop of an hul a burycl ; everych man fat comef 
& metef fat buriel a schal fynde hyt evene ry3t of hys onne meete & 
^ef a pylgrym of er eny wery man kneolef f erto, anon a schal be al 
fersch & of werynes schal he feele non nuy. — {Tbid, p, 337.) 

This pronoun is used by Robert of Gloucester and Shoreham. 
King Arthure ajen fe brest is felawe verst ahitte, 
A3en fe brust fat a vul <fc ne mi3te no leng sitte. 

{R, of Gl, Cott. MS., Calig. A xi, fol. 57 h) 

Ac a deythe (dies) and he not (knows not) wanne (when). 

(Sh/rreham*8 Poems, p. 3.) 

In the foreheved the crouche a set (setteth). — (Ibid. p. 15.) 
Ha (Crist) grade *hely' to hys fader.— (/frw/. p. 86.) 
Dan Michael uses only the older form Ha^ = he. 
Ha beat (beats) and smit and (both) wyf and children ase ha 
were out of his wytte. — (Ayenbite, p. 30.) 

1. Hine (ace). Him. 
In the Southern dialect hine is found as late as 1340. It still 

■ In the older stage of the language, called Semi-Saxon, ha = she and they. 

e 
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exists in the modem provincial dialects of the South of England 
under the forms -en or -un, No trace of this accusative is to be found 
in any Northern writers ; nor is it used in the Ormulum, one of the 
earliest of Midland productions, where its place is supplied by the 
dative him. 

EXAMPLES. 

A kni3t wyih. one scharpe spere 

Stang hi;ne i the ry3t syde. — {Shoreham's PoemSy p. 86.) 

j)e dyevel f erto proprelich uondej) fane man : fet he hine my3to 
wyfdnge uram fe loue of God. — {Aymhite, p. 116.) 

Jpe wrechche ne J)engJ) of him f et hine halt. — {Ihid, p. 128.) 

Third Personal Pronoun, Fendiiine, 

The Southern personal pronoun of the 3rd person is Heo, which 
occasionally takes other forms, as Hi (Kentish), as hiie (South 
Western). Ueo, lie, Hue, is used as late as 1 387. See extracts, p. xlix. 

The corresponding Northern form is Sco or Sho (Midland Sche), 
which seems to have arisen out of the older (or A.S.) Seo or Sio,^ 
and gradually to have crept into the Southern dialect towards the 
end of the xivth century, for we find it once or twice in Tre visa's 
translation of Higden's Polychronicon (1387), where liAio or hue is the 
ordinary form.* 

" Siborea made gret mone to-fore Judas of here wrechehede lyf & 
sorouful ; how heo hadde yput here yonge sone in to J)o stremes, how 
heo lost hero hosbond sodeynliche & how shee was ymaryed ajenes 
here v^yM^r— {Cotton MS., Ve»j>. D mi, fol. 137 a.) 

Hi or hy, her, ace, is used as late as 1327-77. 

The nijtingale hi isej (the owl) 
And hi bihold and over-se3. 
An thu3te wel wl of thare hule 
For me hi halt lodlich and fule. — {del 4' N'- p. 2.) 

1 Ze = she, occurs once in the Ayenbito, p. 1 02. In the story of Genesis and 
Exodus (£. Midland dialect) 9ye {sge) occurs several times. 

' 1 do not find ao earlier instance of tlie use of site in any pure Southern writer. 
It should bo noticed, perhaps, that such a form as seo or sio would not become bhe 
but 96 (zc) or 81 (zi) ; but she arises out of a form like iceo or 8c<b. 
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And [thu] lerdest hi to don shome 

An unrijt of hire licome. — {Owl ^ N. p. 36.) 

Senne (= fern.) hys swete and lyketh, 
Wanno a man hi deth 
And also soure hy bryketh (=: brooketh) 
Wane he venjaunce y-seth. 

(Sh^reham'8 Poems, p. 102.) 
To healde hy (erthe) op hyt nys no ned. — (Il^ifl p. 136.) 

Personal Pronoun, 3rd Person Plural, 

Hii, Hi, Heo^ = they ; heore, hure, hnere, hor, hare = their, lieom 
(huem, hem, horn, ham) =thein, are Southern forms (retained as late 
as 1387), the corresponding Northern ones being Thai (tha), thair 
(thar), thaim (tham).* 

Hi^ them, is retained as late as 1327-77 by Shoreham. 

EXAMPLES. 

Ac he that ine saule is Strang, 

That he with-stent hi aJle, 
And hardeliche hert othre men, 

Adoun that hi no falle. 

ac stonde. — {Shoreham's Poems, p. 14.) 

Anon })e foend fondeth hy so, 

And he ne spareth nanne. — {Ibid. p. 16.) 

See also pp. 92, 94, 97, 112. 

The forms hor and horn are, perhaps, Western and South-western 
forms. The Kentish dialect employs hare (hire) and ham, 

Hise {His, is), (ace.) = them. 

Until I saw the Midland version of Grenesis and Exodus, I was 
under the impression that hise {is) = them, was peculiar to the South- 
em dialect. But though it makes its appearance in some of the Mid- 

^ Ee » they (East Midland) seems to have arisen out of Hia or Hie. 

* Their, Theim (them), are Midland varieties. )>«^, )>^r, occur in the Ormulura. 
Yei occurs in an East Midland MS., Trin. Col., Camb. (xiiith cent.), and in the 
Story of Genesis and Exodus. )>0y is used occasionally by Trevisa. 

e2 
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land dialects, having Southern tendencies, it is never employed by 
any Northern writer. 

Dr Guest has shown that this pronoun answers to the Gothic iW, 
ace. of eis. The oldest form of the pronoun in English appears to 
have been Ties, 

EXAMPLES. 

Jjou zayst J?et J?ou hest zixti year, fe dyaj? hise hef and neuremo 
his nele J?e yelde. — (Aijenbite, p. 71.) 

God ne hef hede of kueade yefj^es ac he his louef trewe and guode. 

(Ibid. p. 192.) 

Alast thanne thet he [God] is vader be kende and be ri3te, he 
loveth thet he heth ymad, ase zayth the hoc of Wysdome, and is 
zuete and milde and zuo loveth and drajth vorth his children, and 
ham deth hare prou, and botere thanne hi conne devisi ; and he ^?^ 
byat and his chasteth huanne hi misdoth, vor hare prou ase guod 
vader and bletheliche he his ondervangth huanne hi cometh to hym. 

(Ibid, p. 100.) 

Of France & of oJ?re londes fat we wonne mid ure mijte. 
We mowe segge fat we nabbeth to ansuerye nojt mid ri3te. 
Whan hii vorsoko is & vor slewfe & to none defense ne come 
J)o we foru chiualerie out of hor poer is nome. 

(/?. of 01 foL 60 6.) 

Tho caste this gode molde hire mantel of anon 
& gurde aboute hire middel a vair linne scete 
& wess the meseles vet . echone ar heo lete 
& wipede is nessce afterward . &> custe is wel suete. 

{Ibid. foL 123 h.) 

3ef he hye (Godes hestes) breketh and so byloefth, 

Hys saule schal he spylle. 

3ef thou hys halst man, God the seith, 

Ha wole be the so kende, 

He wole be f o to thyne fon, 

And frend to thyne frende. — {ShorehanCs PoemSy p. 90.) 

Ten hestes haueth yhote God, 
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He hys wrot (and) Moyses by-toke. 



In ston ich wot that he hya wrot, 
In tokne of sykemesse. 

(Shoreham's PoemSy;ip. 92.) 

Hise (hys, is), (ace.) = her. 

The Gothic Si = she, makes gen. izos, dat. izai; a cognate root is 
probably preserved in the Southern form his ^ her. 

Jjulke soide (/em.) nymej) his (= herself) in and bilevef iwis 
In j>e childes brayn anhej fat is pe soule J?at hext is. 

{Popular Science, p. 140.) 

And jyf man halt ase hys wyf 

After the gelt [as] hys spouse, 
Tha^ he by hyre ne ligge nou3t, 
Other halt hys ine hys house. 
In tome, 
Ne schal hy naujt departed be 
Fram hym for hordome. 

{ShorehawHs Poems, p. 77.) 

Ho (who) halt ys (erthe) o^%—{Ihid, p. 136.) 

Josephes Ihevdy, tho hy vand alone him, hi wold do him zeneji 
mid hire, ac he him vledde ase wys and hise vorlet. 

(Ayenbite, p. 206.) 

The guode man mid the rede of his wyue yeaf his cou to the 
preste thet wes riche. the prest hi nom blethliche and hise zente to 
the othren thet he hedde. — {Ibid. p. 191.) 

Mochel is defouled, mid the vet of volleres, the robe {/em,) of 
scarlet, er-than thet the kuen his do an. — {Ibid. p. 167.) 

Thervore the dyevel playth ofte mid the zenejere ase deth the cat 
mid the mouse {fern.), thanne he his heth ynome, and huanne he heth 
mid hire longe yplayed thanne he his eth (eateth). — {Ibid. p. 179.) 

And of Alisondre me ret thet he yaf ane cite {fern.) to onen of his 
sergons an huanne the ilke hise wolde forzake, vor thet grat thing him 
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tho3te to nime zuych yefthe ; Alisondre answerede and zayde * Ich ne 
loky najt thet belongeth the to nimene ac me to yeue.' 

(Ayenbiief p, 195.) 
See also p. 203. 

He wende him worj? to chirche, & bivore the rod com, 

& mid mek herte pitosliche is kinges croune (= fem.) nom 

& sette u vpe pe rode (fem.) heved (head of the Cross). 

(R of Gl. foL 93 a.) 

Possessive Pronoinis. 

The forms urs (ours), yhures (yours), Mrs (hers), thairs (theirs), 
appear frequently in Northern works written during the earlier part 
of the xivth century ; and from the fact that the Ormulum, whose 
tendencies are Northern, uses pe^jrs (theirs),* we may reasonably 
suppose that these forms were in use much earlier. The Southern 
corresponding forms were ure, eowere, yure, hire, here. The Northern 
dialect has also such forms as allirs and bathers = Southern aire (or 
alder), of all, and heire, of both. 

In the Lord's Prayer in the Northern version of the Cursor 
Mundi we have the phrase * fader ures,^ In a Southern work of about 
the same date we have the corresponding phrase * fader owre.* 

The following examples will illustrate the use of the possessive 
pronouns in the two dialects. 

On of hem wile fi3te 

Ajen [other] thre kni3te« 

3ef other thre slen ure 

Al this lond beo ^oure ; 

3ef we ure on ouercometh 3awre^ three 

Al this lond schal ure beo. — (King HorUy p. 3, E. E. T. S.) 

A man of thair gains an of ur 
If urs mai him win in stTir, 
That thai be urs & thair airs (heirs) ; 
If thai win urs that we be thairs. 
{Northern version of Cursor Mundi, Cott, MS, foL 42.) 

' In some Midland writers we find heret and hiores s theirs. 
' A Northumbrian could say yow$ three. 
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Some few Midland dialects employ the forms ouren, youren^ 
heren. This seems to have arisen from the adjectival use of these 
forms. (In the Ayenbite we find thinen and hlren in the dative case.) 

Demonstrative and Relative Pronouns. 

The nominative fe is seldom used in the Southern dialect after 
1250, }^et or fo^ being the ordinary relative in all dialects. Shoreham 
uses J)e occasionally,' and many other Southern writers preserve the 
dative and accusative forms, thane, thun (that), whan, wan (which, 
what), never employed by Northern writers. 

EXAMPLES. 

Therefore thys tale rymeth 
Hou men in senne beth, 
And hou senne ly-lymeth 
Tlian that to senne hym deth. 

{Shoreham! s Poenis, p. 104.) 

To wyte (know) thunne wat God hi^t (= hot = bids) 
Is echo man wel y-halde (bound). — (Ibid, p. 91.) 

And jet for al pan bi is daie, thoru hor lujjer mode 
Hii brojte oure louerd Ihesu Crist to dejje on the rode. 

(R of Gly Cotton MS foL 23 b.) 

An hwanne heo habbeth me of-slahe, 

Heo hongeth me on heore hahe 

Thar ich a-schewele pie an crewe 

From than, the thar is i-soma — {Oiol ^ N, p. 55.) 

The thridde condicion thet ssel by in elmesse is, thet me (one) 
ssel yeue largeliche be than (according to that) thet me heth huerof 

* The sixte heste scheweth wel 
The sothe to al mankenne, 
The dede y-do in lechery 
Hys ryjt a dedleche senne. 
And ellea nere hyjt naujt 
Forbode amange the hestes tenne ; 
27ie that seggeth hys nys nanjt, 
So hare wyt is al to thenne. . 

{SJioreham* 8 Poema, p. 99.) 
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tho wyse zayth * Yef to God be t?ian thet lie heth the y-yeue.' 

(AyenbUe, p. 195.) 

The ilke thet is zuo he3e arise ine prosperite thength in his herte 
verst to the dignete, efterward to his prosperity, efter tlian to his 
richesse efterward to his lostes thet his body heth, efter than to the 
greate velajrede thet him vol3eth. — {Ibid, p. 24.) 

The thridde werre thet the wrethvoUe heth is to than thet byeth 
onder him, thet is, to his wyve and to his mayne. — {Ibid. p. 30.) 

BLit is a perilous ziknesse thet no may najt tholye thet me him 
take, and to than thet alle medicines went in to venim. — {Ibid. p. 22.) 

Nou ich the habbe ssortliche yssewed hnyche byeth the lyttle 
guodes and the midel guodes ; nou ich the wylle ssewy huet ys the 
zothe guod arijt, thet maketh than thet hise heth guod ; and wyth- 
oute ham non ne wes nevre ari3t guod. — {Ibid. p. 79.) 

Saynt Ion ase we habbeth yzed toparteth zeue overcomeingges 
and zeue crounes, thet is to zigge, zeue maneres of medes thet God 
behat to than thet ouercometh. — {Ibid. p. 170.) 

Two kuynden he (Crist) hajj, we witen bi fon 

J3at he is so J? God and sof mon. — {Castel of Love^ p. 60.) 

Tho hide one wile hi bi-thojte 
And after than this word up-brojte. 

ipfol 4r N. p. 8.) 
Telstu bi me the wurs for than 
That ich bute anne craft ne kan. — {Ibid. p. 28.) 

Ich not hu mai eni freo man 

For hire sechen after than 
3ef he biweneth bi hwan he lai 

Al mai the luve gan awai. — {Ibid. p. 52.) 

Ac after than the he haved idon . he seal ther beon idemed. 
Blithe mai he thanne buen . the god haved iquemed. 

{Moral Ode, p. 27.) 

Efterward thench hou velezithe thou hest yby onbojsam to thine 
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vader and to thine moder and to than to huam thou ssoldest bou3e 
and here honoure. — {Ayenhite, p. 21.) 

This zenne [of prede] is ybonnde ine than thet be his 05ene 
mouthe him yelpth other of his wytte, other of his kenne, other of his 
workes, other of his prouesse, &c. — {IHd, p. 22.) 

An sum sot mon hit tihth thar-to 

Mid alle than that he mai do. — {Owl ^ N, p. 49.) 

Wostu to than man was ibore 

To thare blisse of hovene-riche. — {Ibid. p. 25.) 

Evre-ilc man mid than the he haved mai biggen heuene-riche. 

{Moral Ode, p. 24.) 

. . bi than je wite than ende. 

{Lives of Saints, p. 72.) 

Anon so hi se3e the monekes come, hi gonne to singe ymone, 
A3en hem with gret melodie, as hit were for than one. 

(St Brandon, p. 17.) 

This holi man makede loudere song as hit for than one were. 

{lUd. p. 21.) 

Thyse byeth the tuelf articles of the Cristene Byleve thet ech man 
Cristen ssel yleve stedevestliche (vor otherlaker he ne may by yborje) 
huanne he heth wyt and scele ; and ther-of byeth tuelf by the tale 
of the tuelf Apostles thet hise zette to hyealde and to loky to aUe 
thon * thet wyleth by ybore. — {Ayenbite, p. 11.) 

The vifte article zuo is, thet ha wente into helle efter his dyathe 
vor to dra^e thannes and to delivri the zaules of the holi vaderes and 
of alle thon thet vram the gininnge wordle storve in zoth and guode 
byleave, and ine hope thet hi ssolden by ybor^e. — {Ibid, p. 12.) 

And thet he is ase the ymaymed ate porche of the cherche thet 
ne heth none ssame vor to sseawy alle his maimes to alle th^on thet 
ther guoth vor thet me ssolde habbe of him pite. — {Ibid. p. 135.) 

He naveth bute one woning 
That his bischopen muchel schome, 
' )>on is pluraL 
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An alle titan that of his nome 

Habbeth i-hert and of his dede.— (OerZ ^ K p. 61.) 

The stone upe whan ich sitte that maketh me sitte above 
In a wei ich him fond ligge, ther no neod nas to ston. 

{St Brandan, p. 27.) 

Icholle the make of this lond kyng thou ssalt yse 
& this lond al be thin : & the othre bruteine be 
Vor honour of bruteyne to wan thou addest kundo. 

(7?. of Gl fol. 34.) 

Ac ajen somer the emperour tho he adde al an honde 
Wende horn towarde Rome and mid gret love 
Nom with him the erl of Kent thoru wane he was above. 

{Ibid. fol. 23.) 

He let at Eome an stronge dich make al abouto 

& deop ajen Constantin & ajen is route 

Vor to holde hom ther, thoru icanne hii come with oute. 

{lUd, fol. 31 K) 

Tho adde he al is wille vor ioanne it was al ido. 

{Ihid, fol. 38.) 

This were lo ure faderes of wan we beth Bnththe ycome 
That with such treyson abbeth this lond thus ynome. 

{Ihid, foL 42 K) 
Hwat senile we beren biforen us. 
mid wan senile we him iquemen. 

{Moral Ode, p. 25, L 48.) 
To wan were hi i-borene 
The senile ben to dethe idemd & evre mo forlorene. 

{lUd. p. 25, L 53.) 

Ac heo nas no^t ahwar : to whan hire hurte drouj. 

{Seinte Margarete, p. 25.) 

By ryjte toknynge thou ert the hel 

Of ioan spellede DanyeL 
Thou ert Emaus, the ryche castel, 
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Thar resteth alle werye ; 
Ine the restede Emanuel, 

Oiwany^ speketh Ysaye. — {ShoreJiamy p. 133.) 

Seint Dunstan com horn a3en ; & faire was iinderfonge 
Ladde his abbey al in pees, fram whan he was so longe. 

(Lives of Saints, p. 37.) 
We scolden alle us bi-thenche oft and wel ilome 
hwet we beth and to than we senile & of wan we come. 

(Moral Ode, p. 32.) 

VEEBS. 

Present Tense, Indicative Mood, 

For the various dialectical forms in the present tense of the 

Indicative Mood, the reader is referred to Early Eng, Allit. Poems, 

Introduction, pp. xx.-xxi. ; Genesis and Exodus, Introduction, pp. 

xvii, xxvii. 

Third Person Singular in -th. 

Jennings, in his Observations on the Dialects of the West of 
England, notices the fondness for the inflexion -th (not -eth), instead 
of -es, in the 3rd per. sing, indie. This may be illustrated in the 
following passage from the Song of Solomon in the Devonshire 
version : 

A cowHth jumpin upon the moimtains. He stanHh behaine our 
wolL He leukHh voath vrem the kezment an' slwwHh his zel ta th* 
lattice.— (Ch. ii. 8, 9.) 

In the Southern dialect of the Early Eng. period we find the 
same fondness for the inflexion -th. In many cases it distinguishes 
the singular from the plural, as ^ink^ = appears, \>inkef = appear. 

Ac thanne he (the dronke) heth yslepe, and comth to him zelue 
thanne he yvdth his kuead and knatdh his folye and him playneth* 
of his harm, 

Aten ende the zene3ere, ase zayth Salamon is ase the ilke thet 
slepth amide the ze and thet ssip stpUth and he ne najt hit ne vdth 
ne none drede ne heth. — (Ayenlite, p. 128.) 

1 For wane ? ^ Playfuth has playny for the infinitive, and therefore does 

not suffer contradiction ; its ploral would be playnUth, 
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Preterite TensCj Singvlar Number, Indicative Mood. 

The preterite tense* (first and third persons singular) of regular 
verbs terminates in -de, as lovede, hopede, &c There is no final -e in 
the singular of irreg^dar verbs, e. g. slow (= slew), mnot (= smote). 
In Northern writers we often meet with such forms as aloghe (slew), 
smote (smote), which in the Southern dialect would be considered as 
plurals. 

Second Person Singular, Preterite Indicative of Irregular Verbs. 

In the oldest English or A.S. period the second person of irregular 
verbs ended in -e, as heolde = heldest, droge = drewest. Those that 
change the vowel of the preterite plural, admit of vowel change in 
the 2nd pers. sing., as bunde (boundest)^ drife (drovest), dufe 
(cleavedst or clovest). 

The Southern dialect of the Early English period haa numerous 
examples of this final -e in the 2nd pers. sing., but it is exceedingly 
rare in Northern writers. Dr Guest has already pointed out that the 
author of the Ormulum exhibits a tendency to omit this -6, as badd 
= baddest. 

Enes thu sunge, ic wod wel ware 

Bi one boure, and woldest lere 

The lefti to an uvel luve 

An sunge bothe 1030 and buve 

An lerdest hi to don shome. — (jOwl ^ N. p. 36.) 

Thar-to fou stde in a day 

And leidest thor-on thy fole ey. — {Ibid, p. 104.) 

Slowe thu the holi prophete : to wrothere hele dudestu so. 

{Pilate, p. 116.) 

Ihesu for loue thou stelie on rode, 
For loue thou se^e thin heorte blod. 

{Lyric Poems, p. 69.) 

Thu ^eue us weole and wunne 
Thu brohtest dai, and Eve nijt. 

{Edig. Songs, p. 65.) 
^ It is thus distinguished from the past participle which ends in -m^ 



^ 
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Icli wille speke toward the 

Also thu ^teke toward me. — {Owl ^ N. p. 20.) 

And levedy, the was wel wore, 
Tho (when) that thou ae^e in dede 
Thy leue childe reulyche y-nome 
And ase a thef forthe lede. 

{ShoreharrCs PoemSy p. 83.) 

Preterite Tense, Plural Nmnber, Indicative Mood of Regular Verba, 

The plural of the preterite in the Southern and Midland dialects 
terminates in -en} 

The -n is, however, frequently dropped, as in the following 
examples : — 

& alle the men that hii fmnde hii slowe as hii come, 

{R, of Gl. foL 34.) 

And the peces flowe ahoute 

And smt/te on this lithere men . wel harde to the grounde. 

{St KatheriTie, p. 96.) 

Hi nonie ken hokes of ire : and hire flesche to-gnowe. — {Ibid,) 

In norjjhumberiand hi higonne & thor hi slo^e to grounde. 

{Ibid, p. 87.) 

& hi 86)6 hire (the cou) sitte a dai in the valeye ther-doune. 

{St Kenelm,p, 54.) 

Votoel change in the Plural Pretente of Irregular Verbs. 
The Southern dialect, as in the older stages of the language, 
changes the vowel of the preterite pL of that class of verhs repre- 
sented by Unden (to bind), driven (to drive), eleven (to cleave), in 
which the vowel of the pret. pL is the same as the past participle. 
The Northern dialect does not furnish us with any examples of this 

vowel change. 

And (hi) yeueth ham to sterus vor the loue of him (Crist) thet 

I The Northern dialect has no inaexion in the sing, or pi. pret 
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gtarf vor ham, other ine the londe beyende the ze other ine anothre 
stede. — {Ayenhitey p. 165.) 

Ha wente into helle .... to delivri the zaules of the holi vaderes 
and of alle thon thet vram the giningge of the wordle starve in zoth 
and guode byleaue, &c. — (Jbid, p. 12.) 

Alle hi storum in zorje ine the desert. — (Jhid, p. 67.) 

And hor either ajen other gaderede hor ost vaste 
So that hii come and smite an bataile atte laste. 

(7?. of Glcmcestery Cott. MS,, Calig, A xl, fcL 29.) 

For meni men ^ijve oure louerd god : that were of gode tho3t 
To susteynie his apostles. — {Judas Iscariot, p. 110.) 

Preterite forms of Regular Verbs peculiar to the Southern dialect, 

1. Some few verbs in the Southern (and in some of the Midland 
dialects) ending in -che or -ge often make their preterites and past 
participles in -nte {-nde) and -nt {-nd), 

Prei. 

icleinte 
clente 
dreynte 
C meinde 
( meynde 
queynte 
seinde 
seinte 



Inf. 

clenche (fasten) 

drenche (drown) 

menge (mix) 

quenche (quench) 
senge (singe, toast) 
sinke (sink) 

springe (sprinkle) 



Past Pare, 
icleint 
iclent 
idreynt 
imoind 
imeynd 
iqueynt 
iseind 
iseint 
ispreynt 
ispreynd 



/ spreynte 
( spreynde 

2. The preterites of such verbs as drede, lede, sprede, Ac, were in 
the Northern dialect dredde, ledde, spredde, forms which are also 
found in the Southern idioms, but in the latter dialects we often 
find a change of vowel, as 

Inf. Pret. 

m 

drede (dread) dradde idrad 

grede (cry) gradde igrad 



Past Part, 
iclad 
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Ixiii 



Inf. 


Pret. 


Past Part. 


lede (lead) 


ladde 


Had 


leve (leave) 


lafte 


ilaft 


reve (bereave) 


rafte 


iraft 


schede (shed) 


schadde 


ischad 


sprede (spread) 


spradde 


isprad 


swelte (die) 


swalte 


iswalt 


threte (threaten) 


thratte 


ithrat 



Infinitive Mood in -en ; Gerund in -enne or -ene. 

The Northern dialect drops the -en^ of the infinitive, which is 
retained by the Southern and Midland dialects. The -n is mostly 
dropped, and the final e strongly sounded represents the older 
inflexion -aw, as kreope, to creep, yeue, to give.^ 

The gerundial infinitive in -enne or -ene (originally in -anne or 
enne) survived as late as 1340. It more often takes the inflexion -6 
of the infinitive.' 

Ich ne loky na3t fet belonge]) pe to nimene ac me to yeue. 

(Ayenbite, p. 195.) 

He ous yef ]) his blod to drinke and his vless to etetis, 

(Ibid, p. U6.) 

The inflexion -enne of the gerundial infinitive being pronounced 
very much like the present participle in -inde or -endey is very often 
confounded with it, and before the date at which Lajamon's Brut 
was written we find the participle in -inde or -ende doing duty as 
the gerund ; thus, to helpinde = to hetpennsy to help. 

"When the -inde or -ende became -inge or -ing the mistake still held 
its ground, as we find late in the xivth century such forms as to 
kepynge z=.to kepene =to keep, &c. 



1 In the Northern dialect we meet with many verbs ending in -en, but they are 
not to be regarded as infinitives, but rather the earliest examples of such forms aa 
lighUfiy darken (= to make light, to make dark), &c. 

• This full form -en is frequently used by poetical writers as a convenient rhym- 
ing syllable. 

' What some writers have called the long forms of the infinitive used by 
Chaucer, ud to <ione, to slane, are in reality gerundial infinitives. . 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Ixiv GRAMMATICAL PECULIARITIES. 

Damascus ys to menyng schedyng blod. 

{Tremsa, 1387 Cotton MS,, Tib, D vii, foL 9 a.) 

Hy (they) ^taujte ham to hontyng and to schetijng. 

(Ibid, £61 15 a.) 

Also he hadde sum tyme yuonge to kepijnge his dou3ter of 
Frauns, vor a scholde marye here to his sone. — {Ibid, foL 272 a.) 

Jjues men wonede under fe hulles of Jude .... and wente 
(turned) to robbynge & reuynge, — {Ibid, foL 281 b,) 

Infinitives in -ie or -y. 

Infinitives in -/e, -ye, or -y^ (from older forms in i-an\ are exceed- 
ingly common in the Southern dialect as late as 1387. No trace 
whatever of this inflexion is to be found in any Northern work, and 
though met with in the West Midland are of rare occurrence in the 
East Midland dialect of the xivth century. They are still retained in 
some of the modem dialects of the South of England.* 

" Chell whistley and zing and capery vor oU yow cheesen." 

{Exmoor dialed.) 
Present Participlejt, 

The present participle in the Southern dialect terminates in -inde. 
in the Northern in -ande {'<ind) : as Southern lovinde, Northern 
lovande {lovand). 

As early as the beginning of the xivth century we find a tendency 
in some of the Southern and Midland dialects to use the form in 
•inge (-ing) instead of -inds or ende,* 

In Trevisa's translation of Higden's Polychronicon, written 1387 
{Cotton MS,, Tib, D vit), there are no examples of participles in 
-ende ; all end in -inge or ing. 

In the Northern dialect the -and was employed as late as the 
xviith century. 

1 Many verbs adopted from the Romance dialects took this inflexion, as ehatiy 
= chastise ; erouny, to crown ; aovy, to save, &c. 

> Dr Barnes has shown that they still exist in Dorsctdhire, as mowy^ to mow ; 
Eaipy^ to sow. 

* 'end is a Midland form, and is frequently used by Gower ; »ande (-and) was 
ailopted in some of the Midland dialects, and is most frequently employed by East 
and West Midland writers. The participial form in -iny is no doubt a corruption 
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Past Participles, 

1, In the Southern dialect up to a very late period the /- or y- 
(A.S. ge) was retained as the prefix of the past participle : as idemd^ 
judged ; ihotCy called. 

No instances of this prefixal element is to he found in any 
Northern writers. In Midland works with Northern tendencies, like 
the Ormulum, the t-* is frequently dropped. 

The modern Southern dialects have corrupted this prefix into 
a, as ayete = eaten ; abroke, broken. 

2. Past Participles of Strong or Irregular Verbs originally ended 
in -en: as ibrokeUy broke ; icorveriy cut; ifaren, gone. Southern writers 
frequently omit the -», as in the following passages,^ 

J)e tyding to fe contasse sone was yeomen 
J)at hire louerd was aslawe & fe castel ynome, 

(R. of G., Cotton MS., Calig., A xl, fol. 61 a.) 

ycome =* ycoinen (come) ; ynome = ynomen (taken). 

But when the participle is used a^Jjectivally in the plural, the 
full form is often retained, as yhoundene (bound), ybrokene (broken) . 

Northern writers never omit the -w, and instead of ycome, 
ynome, &c., write comen, nomen, &c. 

Negative Verbal Forms, 

The Northern dialect makes but little use of negative forms, 
which are very common in Southern writers. 

nam, am not ; nis, is "not. 
neSfWaa not ; nere, were not. 

of 'ind^ and hot of -enele or -ande. As before observed, there is good evidence for 
supposing that the sounds of -ifuU and -t'tiffe (and -en ; see O.nesia and Exodus, 
p. xxxyiii.) were closely related ; in fact, we find kervynge (= kervinde = cutting) 
rhyming ytith fynde. 

** He hath in his front strong, 
An horn foure feet long, 
So as Y in bokcs/y/wfe 

No rasour is so kervynge.*'— {K. Alya., 11. 6551-2.) 
» This y or t is frequently found : 1. in other parts of the verb, as yleve, to believe ; 
yknau^^ knows (Ayenbite), 2. In nouns, a^ yjlon^ arrows ; yvon, foes ; ibede 
(prayers). 3. In adjectives, as yredy^ realy ; ywer^ wary {Ayenbite). 4. In ad- 
verbs, as yhme, frequently ; ytnene (in common). 

^ All Trevisa's past participles of strong verbs end in -e. 
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nahbcj have not ; neth, hath not 
nadcy had not ; not^ knows not. 
nostf knowest not ; nuste, knew not 
nUhy nilej will not 

Verbal prefixes peculiar to the Southern dialect 

1, An (a), as anginne {anginne)^ to begin. Angrise (agrise), to 
terrify. Anhete, to inflame, kindle. Anhitte, to strike. Anhonge 
to hang. Anlikny^ to compare.* 

2. Of : (a.) for (negative), o/yinche == for think, repent ; of-guo = 
forgo ; of-holde^ withhold.^ (&.) for, as in ofseche^ seek for ; of sendee 
send for. 

^. At (A.S. (Bt)y as at'berate, burst from ; at-wite, English at-itit, 
reproach; 3 at-rmde^ to advance. 

Adt'erhs, 

The Southern dialect retains numerous adverbial forms un- 
known to the Xorthem speech. 

1. Adverbs in -e ; as (a.) hmge (for a long time) ; nnri^te, wickedly 
(b.) ene, twiCy thrie^ (Northern a7ies, fwica, thries^) = Semi-Saxon 
eneUy tweien, thrien, A.S. cen^, tiaiwa, thrgwa. [c.) hennCy hence ; 
thenney thence ; whennCy whence ; = hennene {heoneney heonnen) ; 
whanene {whanneny wannen) ; thanene (ihennen) = A.S. heon-any 
thanoUy hwanon,^ 

2. Adverbs in -es, as alleSy altogether ; willeSy willingly ; thonkeSy 
willingly (as his thonlces = he being willing) ; unthonkeSy un- 
willingly. 

3. Adverbs in -en, ferren, seldeuy whilen (== also ferrey seJdSy 
while). The Northern forms end in -um or -oniy as ferrumy eddunty 
whilom, 

^^ In the Southern dialect, such Terbs as ago, awake, aritey are exceedingly 
copimon, but scarcely ever occur in any Northern works. 

> of'Urvt occurs in Southern writers for deserve. 

» Chaucer uses at-renne and at-rede (to run from, out-run ; get rid of, out- wit). 

^ neode, nede, occurs for nedee = needs, of necessity. 

' These forms are not unknown to the Southern dialect. 

« Towards the middle of the 14th century these forms became hennee, thermee, 
whennee {whannee). The corresponding Northern forms are hethetty thethcn^ 
u'heihen {quethen). 
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4. Adverbs in -wat^ as cdwat, alhuet, until, neiwat, nearly.* 

5. Ac (but) ; ek (also) ; so — so (as — as) ; forte (for to)y untiL^ 

6. Dropping of e, as a^e^ aye, again ; siththe^ sdhthe, sjince, 
afterwards. 

Prepositions, 

The following forms are peculiar to the Southern dialect. 

1. An^^ on, in (before a vowel) ; a (before a consonant) : e. g. An 
erfe, in earth ; an-ende, lastly ; arirhe^, on high ; a-lj/ve, alive • 
Orslepe, asleep.* 

The Northern dialect prefixes on : as on-live, alive ; on4oft, aloft ; 
on-slepe, asleep ; on-slante, aslant, Ac. 

The preference for on explains the curious Northern forms, 
obove (above) ; omang (among) ; olike (alike) ; onan (anon). 

2. Fram, from (Northern /ra/ Midland /ro). 

3. Midy mide (Northern tcith). 

4. Toppe (Kentish), above.* 

^ -gaU, as in tUgate (algates), thuagate^ swagaie, is unknown to the Southern 
dialect. 

' Sunty as ; warne, unless ; uiwith, without ; inwitk, with ; forwith, hefore, are 
not used by Southern writers. 

' An is used by Southern writers as a separate word, as well as a prefix. It is 
■till known in Sussex, where the peasants say, " Put your hat an" 

* The a is still preserved in awm = in one (minute), a-hunting, a-building^ &c. 

A a/ =3 to ; til, to, are not found in the Southern dialect. 
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SUMMARY OF DIFFERENCES 

BETWEEN 

NOETHERN AND SOUTHEEN DIALECTS. 
A.D. 1250—1340. 



I. ORTHOGRAPHICAL DIFFERENCES. 



SOUTHERN. 


NORTHERN. 


PAGE 


Hw, Wh 


Qfjo, Qti 


Specimens of E 
English, p. xvi. 


Ch 


K 


i 


V 


F 


ii 


z 


S 


iii 





A 


iv 


E 


A 


iv-v 


U (or E) 


I 


vi 


Eo (le, Ue) 


E 


viii 


Ea (Ya, Ye) 


Eor A 


ix 


Uo 





X 


II. OR 


AMMATICAL DIFFERENCES. 




SOUTHERN. 


NORTHERN. 


PAOF 


Large number of plurals 


Very few plurals in -en 


X 


in -en (-n) 


(-en) 




Unknown 


Brether, childer, ky, 
hend 


XV 


Plurals in -ren 


Unknown 


XV 


Plurals in -e 


Unknown 


XV 


Genitive singular of 


Unknown 


XXV 


feminine nouns in -e 






Genitive plural of nouns 


Unknown 


XXX 


in -me and -e 






Adjectives retain many 


Adjectives drop aU the 


xxxvi 


of the older inflexions 


older inflexions, ex- 
cept alder and baiJier 




)?a, ]>o (fem.), the 


Unknown 


xl 


J?es (masc.), ^eos, \tie8 


Unknown 


xHii 


(fem.), this 






Beye, both, gen. pi. heire 


Unknown 


xl 
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box 



SOUTHPRV. 


NORTHERN. 


PAGE 


paty pet, neuter of the 


pcU, a demonstrative 


xl 


article 


pronoun 




AtteTi^ Attan, Atte 


Unknown 


xl 


(masc.) 






Atter (fern.), at the 


Unknown 


xl 


Unknown 


per, fir, fere, their 


xlvi 


Unknown 


pas (those) 


xlvi 


Unknown 


Slik (sic), such 


xlvi 


Ich, Uch, I 


Unknown. Ik and / 
used instead 


xlvi 


Ay Ha, he 


Unknown 


xlviii, xlix 


Hi, He, Heo, Hue, she 


Unknown. Sco, scho, 
sho, used instead 


U 


Hine (ace), him 


Unknown 


H 


Hi, Hii, Heo, Hue, 


Unknown. J?a, fay, used 


li 


they 


instead 




Heo, Here, Hire, Hor, 


Unknown, pair, far, 


li 


Heore, Huere, their 


used instead 




Hem, Horn, Ham, Heom, 


Unknown, pam, faim. 


li 


Huem 


used instead 




His, Hise, Is, them 


Unknown 


liii 


His, Is (ace), her 


Unknown 


liu 


Ure (Dure), eower 


Unknown. Urs,yhoures, 


liv-v 


{youre), here {hire). 


f aires (fairs), used 




ours, yours, theirs 


instead 




Wan (which) 


Unknown 


Iviii 


-c]) in all persons of the 


-es in all persons of the 


lix 


pL pres. indie. 


pL pres. indie. 




-6, -e^, -c]) (-])), the in- 


-es in all persons of the 


See Early Eng. 


flexion of the sing. 


sing. pres. indie 


AUit Poems, 


pres. indie. 




pp. XX, xxi 


-ede, -edest, -ede, the in- 


No inflexion in the 


See Ibid. 


flexion of the sing. 


sing, past indie, of 




past indie, of regular 


strong verbs 




or weak verhs 






-e, the ending of the 2nd 


No inflexion in the 2nd 


Ix 


pers. past of irregular 


sing, past indie, of 




or strong verbs 


irregular verbs 




Change of vowel in 


Unknown 


Ixi 


pret pL of strong 






verbs 






Infinitives in -en, -e 


Infinitive ending drop- 
ped 

99 99 


Ixiii 


Gerundial Infinitives 


Ixiv 


in -ene 






Gerundial Infinitives 


9> 99 


Ixiv 


in -ing 







^ 
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BOUTREBy. 

Infinitives in y or ei 


NOUTUEKN. 

Infinitive ending drop- 
ped 


PAOB 

Ixiv 


-inde or {-inge) the end- 
ing of the present 


-ande (-and), the ending 


Ixiv 


of the present parti- 




participle 


ciple 




y- prefix of the past 


y- omitted as the sign 


Ixv 


participle 


of the past participle 




-n dropped in past par- 


-n never dropped in 




ticiple 


past participles 




Schal (ssel), saolde^ 


8al{ahsi]l),mld{Bho\jld) 


See Hampole's P. 


scholde 




ofConscp.xxiv. 


par/ (need), ferfte, 


\)ar, feVf \urt 




ferste (needed) 






pcmkeSf willing ; un- 


Unknown 


Ixvi 


fonkesf unwilling 






Henne, fenne, hwanne^ 


HepeUy fejjen, wliefen, 


Ixvi 


hence, thence, whence 


(que^en), used instead 




Unknown 


3/ WW, mon (shall) 




Unknown 


Ha (have), ma (make), 


See Hampole's P. 




ta (take) 


ofConscp.xxiv. 


Adverbs in -e, as ewe, 


Unknown 


lx\d 


twie, thrie, neode^ nede, 






once, twice, thrice, 






needs 






Adverbs with prefix an- 


Unknown 


Ixvii 


Unknown 


Sum (aa)y fra (from), tU 
(to), at (to, sign of 


Ixvii 








infinitive), at (that). 






wame (unless) 




Unknown 


Affixes, -gate^ 4inges 


Ixvii 
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III. LEXICOGEAPHICAL DIFFERENCES. 

The differences in the vocabularies of the Northern and Southern 
dialects may be discussed at a future period under the following heads : 

I. Words peculiar to the Southern dialect, e.g.j derie, a dean, 
valley ; more, a root ; zuol^y a plough,* &c. 

II. Words peculiar to the Northern dialect, e.g., hrathe, wrath ; 
fdy a hill ; wil, astray, &c. 

III. Double forms, one of which is found in the Southern dialect 
and the other in the Northern, c.^., 



BOUTHKEy. 


NORTHERN. 


SOUTHERN. 


NORTHERN. 


ey 


egg 


woe, woks 


wayTce (weake) 


mihbe 


snaipe^ (snub) 


&c. 


&c. 



^ Flough does not occur in A.S. writers ; and Southern authors of the thirteenth 
and fourteenth centuries employ it only in compound terms, bs plow-land, &c. 
2 Snaipe and toayke are evidently Norse forms. 
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OUTLINES OF KENTISH GRAMMAE. 
(a.d. 1327—1340.) 

NOUNS. 

1. Gender. The genders of Nouns are the same as in the older 
stages of the language. 

2. Declension, Nouns may be divided into four declensions. 

DIVISION I. 

Nouns of the n declension, containing masculine, feminine, and 
neuter substantives ending in. -en ot -e (originally in -a or -c) and 
forming the phiral in -en (originally in -an). 

DIVISION II. 

Class i. Nouns (originally feminine) ending in a consonant and 
forming the plural in -en (originally in -a). 

Class ii. Nouns (originally feminine) ending in -e (originally in -u) 
and forming the plural in -en (originally in -a). 

DIVISION III. 

Class i. Nouns (originally neuter) ending in a consonant and 
having the singular and plural alike. 

Class ii. Nouns (originally neuter) ending in a vowel (originally 
in -w, -e, or -u), together with some few ending in a consonant and 
fonning the plural in -en (originally in -u). 

DIVISION IV. 

Class i. Nouns (originally masculine) ending in a consonant and 
forming the plural in -es (originally in -as). 

Class ii. Nouns (originally masculine) ending in a vowel and 
fonning the plural in -en (originally in -?/). 
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OUTLINES OF KENTISH GRAMMAR. 



Ixxiii 



DIV 
E.E. 


ISION I. 


SINGULA B. 


Mase. 


Fern. 


Neut, 


Nom. Sterre (star), 


tonge (tongue) 


, e^e (eye). 


Gren. Sterre, 


tonge. 


e3e. 


Dat. ) ^ 
Ace. ^^™' 


tonge, 


e3e. 


E.E. 




PLURAL. 


Mate. 


Fffn, 


Xeut. 


Nom. ) 

[ Sterren, 
Ace. ) 


tongen, 


ejen. 


Gen. Sterrene, 


tongene. 


ejene. 


Dat. Sterren, 


sterren, 


e^en. 



In like manner are declined: — bee, pi. been; chircke, pi. chirchen; 
earsy ere (ear), pL eareuy eren; flo (arrow), pL flon; fo (enemy), pL 
fan; gomey gume (man), pL gomen; to (toe), pL ton; wi^e (manner), 
pL wiaen; woke, touke (week), pi. woken. 



DIVISION II. — CLASS I. 



SINGULAR. 

Nom. Zauel (soul). 
Gen. Zaule, 
Dai) 



Ace. j 



Zaule. 



PLURAL. 

Nom. Zaulen. 
Gen. Zaulene. 



DaL 
Ace. 



Zaulen. 



Thus are declined : — hen (prayer), pL benen; edder (adder), pi. 
eddren; zijn (sin), pL zynnen. Niyt (night), wi^t (wight). 



CLASS II. 



SINGULAR. 

Nom. Dore (door). 
Gen. Dore. 
Dat. 
Ace. 



Dore. 



PLURAL. 

Nom. Doren. 
Gen. Dorene. 
Dat. 
Ace. 



I Doren. 



To this declension belonged originally cu^ cou (cow), pL kun^ ken 
(kine). 
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DIVISION II. CLASS I. 

HINGULAB. 

Nom. and Ace. Hors (horse). 
Gren. Horses. 

Dat. Horse. 



PLUBAL. 

Nom. and Ace. Hors. 
Gen. Horse. 

Dat. Horsa 



After the same manner are declined : — hm (house) ; der (deer) ; bern 
(child) ; apel (story) ; asep (sheep) ; mif (woman, wife) ; yer (year). 



CLASS IL 
SINGULAR. 



Nom. and Ace. Ssip (ship), j j (tree). 

\ trow ; 

Ssipes, 
Ssipe, 



Gen. 



Dat 

Ace. 



Nom. and Ace. Ssipen, 



C trowes, 
( trauwes. 
L trawe, 
( trowe. 



Gen. 



( Ssipene, \ 
\ Ssipe, ) 



/ trauwen, 
J trowen, 
' tren. 
/ trauwene, 
J trowene, 
' trene. 



Dat. 
Ace. 



{trauwen, 
trouwen, 
tren. 

In the same way are declined : — dyevel (devil) ; vet (vat) ; heved^ 
heaved (head) ; Urn (limb) ; riche (kingdom) ; token (sign) ; aorwe 
(sorrow) ; wonder (marvel) ; werre (war). Calf^ child, ey (egg), lamby 
form their plural in -ren (originally -rw), as — Galvren (A.S. cealfru) ; 
children, childem (A.S. cildru) ; eyren (A.S. Obgru) ; lambren (A.S. 
lanibru), 

DIVISION III. — CLASS I. 



E.E. 
Nom. and Ace. 
Gren, 
Dat. ^ 
Ace. ) 



BINGULAB. 

Del (part). 
Deles. 

Dele. 



E.E. 


PLUBAL. 


Nom. 


Deles. 


Gen. 


Delene. 


Dat. 
Ace. 


Deles. 
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OUTLINES OP KENTISH GRAMMAR. IxXV 

Thus also are declined : — day ; engel (angel) ; veld (field) ; mouth 
(mouth) ; king ; ston (stone) ; wey (way). Viend (enemy), vriend 
(friend), are used as plurals, the older forms being fynd or fe6nd^ 
frynd orfreond. Winter has the pL winter and winters; got, gayt 
(goat), makes the pL geet. Voder drops the -es in the genitive case. 



CLASS II. 



E.E. SINGULAR. 

Nom. and Ace. Sone, Sune (son). 

Gen. Sone, Sune. 

I>at. ) 

J Sone, Sune. 

Ace. j 



E.E. PLURAL. 

Nom. Sonen, Sunen (Sune, 
Sunes). 

GeiL Sonene, Sunene. 

Dat. Sonen, Sunen. 

Ace. Sone, Sune (Sonen). 
In the same manner are declined : — doi^ter (daughter), pL doytren; 
moder (mother), pi. modren; rather {ox), pi. rotheren; zoster {b\s\^t\ 
pL zostren. Brother, moder, dorter, are indeclinable in the genitive 
singular. Brother makes the plural brothren. 

Case endings, — a. The dative singular of all the declensions is 
denoted by a final e, "Words ending in / change it into v before 
adding e. Nom. wijf; Dat. wgve. Nouns having a short vowel 
before d, t, double these letters, as — Nom. bed; Dat. hedde. 

h. The A.S. dative pL -um, in some few cases, is denoted by -e; 
in the m^'ority of instances it is the same as the nominative. 

ADJECTIVES. 
For declension of Adjectives see p. xxxvi. 

PRONOUNS. 



I. PERSONAL PRONOUNS. 




The personal pronouns are 


: Ich (I), }ou 


(thou), he (he), hi (she), 


hit (it). 

SINGULAR. 




PLURAL. 


Nom. Ich.* 


J>u, J>ou. 




we. ye. 


Gen. min, mi. 


J)in, J>L 




oure. youre. 


Dat) 

me. 
Ace. ) 


fe. 




ous, us. you. 



^ This pronoun is still presenred in the South- Western dialects under the forma 
Ueh and UUhy. 
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OUTLINES OF KENTISH GRAMMA.K. 



Kom. 

Gen. 
Dat. 

Ace. 



E.E. 
Mate, 

a, 
ha, 
he, 
his, 

him, 

^hine, 
( him, 



SINGULAR. 



Fetn, 
|lii, 

Uiy, 

hire, 
I hire, 
\ hare, 

hire, 

hi, 

his. 



Neut. 

I hit. 

his. 
I him. 

hit. 
it. 



PLURAL. 



Nom. hi. 



Gen. 



rhire, 
( hare. 



Dat. ham. 



Ace. hi, his, hise, ham. 



The personal pronouns are frequently used reflectively ; as, Ich 
me rede, I rest myself. 

Self is declined like an adjective (in the oblique cases, selve sing, 
and pL) ; so that we easily understand such forms as Ich dlf = I 
myself; yu silf •=. thou thyself; (Icli) me sylf z=, I myself where 
self is placed after the dative of the personal pronoun. Cp. Fr. vioi- 
mime, lui-menie, &c. 

II. POSSESSIVE PRONOUNS. 

The possessive pronouns are identical in form with the genitive 
case, e.g. oure := our, ours, of us ; youre = your, yours, of you ; 
Tiare = their, theirs, of them. 

III. INTERROGATIVE PRONOUNS. 

Mase. and Fein. Neut 

Nom. hua. huet. 

Gen. huas. huas. 

Dat. huam. huam. 

Ace. huan, wan. huet. 

VERBS. 

Moods. — ^There are four moods : Indicative, Subjunctive, Impera- 
tive, and Infinitive. Besides the ordinary infinitive there is a genmd 
(used after to) ; infin. comen, to come ; ger. to comene. This dis- 
tinction between the two forms is not always preserved. 

Tenses. — Only two tenses are formed by inflection — the present 
and the past. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OUTLINES OF KENTISH GRAMMAR. 



I Ixxvii 



Participles, — ^The present participle ends in -inde; the past 
participle has the prefix i- or y- (unless the verb commences with 
one of the following prefixes : a-, a^, hi-^ he-, for-, vor-, of-, to-, un-, 
tn». 

There are two conjugations of verbs, the Strong (or irregular), 
a»d the Weak (or regular). 

I. WEAK VERBS. 

CLASS L 

INFINITIVE MOOD — Lovieii^ loveriy to love. 

INDICATIVE MOOD. 
PRESENT. 
Singular. Flurai. 

1. Lovie, love Lovieth, loveth 

2. Lovest Lovieth, loveth 

3. Loveth Lovieth, loveth 

SUBJUNCTIVE MOOD. 
PRESENT. 

Singular, Flurai, 

Lovie, love Lovien, loven 

IMPERATIVE MOOD. 

Sing. Love. Flurai, (a.) Lovie}), love}) ; (b.) Lovie, love 

(followed by the pronoun). 

Gerund. To lovienne, lovene. 

Pres. Part Lovinde. 

Past Part. I-loved, Y-loved. 

Like laviey to love, are conjugated depie, to call; herie, to praise; 
hopie, to hope ; inakie^ to make ; schunie, to shun ; tholie, to suffer. 



Singular. 


Flurai, 


1. Lovede 


Loveden 


2. Lovedest 


Loveden 


3. Lovede 


Loveden 


iOOD. 

PRE! 




Singular, 


Flurai, 


Lovede 


Loveden 







CLASS II. 






INFINITIVE 


MOOD — Hyere^ to hear. 






PRESENT. 




PRET. 




Singular, 


Flurai. 




Singular, 


Flurai. 


\. Hyere 


Hyere}) 




I, Hyerde 


Hyerden 


2. Hyerst 


Hyere)) 




2. Hyerdest 


Hyerden 


3. HyerJ) 


Hyerejj 




3. Hyerde 


Hyerden 
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OUTLINES OF KENTISH GRAMMAR. 



SUBJUNCTIVE MOOD. 


PRESENT. 


PRET. 


lingular. Flural. 


Singular, Plural. 


Hyere Hyeren 


Hyerde Hyerden 


IMPERATIVE MOOD. 



Sin^. Hyer. Plural, (a.) Hyere J) ; (h,) Hyere (followed by 

the pronoun). 
Grerund. Hyerene. 

Pres. Part. Hyerinde. 
Past Part. Yhyerd. 

1. In the 3rd pers. sing, indie, of verbs having t ot d for the last 
syllable, t is often used for -teth or -deth, as gret, cries ; let, hinders ; 
let, leads ; zent, sends ; went, turns, &c. 

2. H the root of the verb ends in <f or ^ doubled, or preceded by 
another consonant, the de or te of the past tense, and -d or 4 oi the 
past participle, are omitted : e. g., wende, to turn ; pret. tcende, pp. 
wend ; lette, to hinder ; pret. lette, pp. ylet 

The following verbs, among many others, belong to this class : — 



Calle, to call calde 

Deme, to judge dcmde 

Deppen, to dip depte 

Hede, to hide hedde 

KeJ)e, to show kedde 

Lende, to lend lende 

Ssrede, to clothe ssredde 



PAST PART. 

ycald 

ydemd 

ydept 

yhed 

yked 

ylend 

yssred 



Some verbs of this class have double forms for the preterite and 
past participle. 

PAST PART. 

iyclad 
ycled 
( ydelt 
( ydalt 
/ygred 
( ygrad 



INF. 


PRET. 


^;^JN to clothe 
Clo})e, ) 


\ cledde 
' cladde 


Dele, to deal 


delte 
dalte 


Grede, to cry 


gredde 
graddo 
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INF. PBKT. PAST PART. 

Rede, to advise 1 , , ^^ 

. (radde yrad 

Sprede, to spread I , , 

( spradde sprad 

Sweten, to sweat {^"^^^^ y^^"* 

( swalte yswat 

CaccJie (catch) and techen (teach) make the preterites ca^te 
and ta^te. 

Habhe^ to have, is thus conjugated : 

Indie. Pres. Sing. 1. hahhe ; 2. liest ; 3. Aejj. 

» „ PI. 1. hahhe\ ; 2. habbe]> ; 3. ?iabbe]>. 

Indie. Pret. Sing. 1. hedde ; 2. heddest ; 3. hedde. 

„ „ PI. 1. 2. 3. hedde Qiedden). 

CLASS III. 

INDICATIVE MOOD — Tellen (A.S. tellan), to tell. 

PRESENT. PRET. 



Singular, 


Plural. 


Singular, 


FluraL 


1. teUe 


teUo}) 


1. tealde 


tealden 


2. telst 


teUe}) 


2. tealdest 


tealden 


3. tel)) 


teUeJ) 


3. tealde 


tealden 



SUBJUNCTIVE MOOD. 
PRESENT. 

Sing, telle Plur. tellen 

PRET. 

Sing, tealde Plur. tealden 

IMPERATIVE MOOD. 

Sing, telle. Plur. (a.) telle)) ; (ft.) telle. 

Gerund. to tellene. 

Pres. Part. tellinde. 
Past Part. y-teald, ytald. 

To this class belong the following verbs : 

Begge, buy bo^te ybojt 

Brenge, bring bro^te ybro3t 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



licxx 



OUTLINES OP KENTISH GRAMMAR. 



Seche, seek sojte ysojt 

( zealde yzeald 

* ' zalde yzald 

"Werchen, work wro3te ywro3t 

Jjenchen, seem Jjo^te y}>03t 

Zlgge (zegge)^ to say, makes 2nd per. sing, pres. indie, zayst 
(zeayst) ; 3rd, zagde (zeayde), 
Wille, will, makes pres. indio. 

1. wUle 2. wUt 3. wile (sing.) 

1. 2. 3. mlle}p (plural). 

Preterite 1. wwZcfe 2. woldest 3. w^oWe (sing.) 

1. 2. 3. wolden or tw^ (plural). 

II. STRONG VERBS. 

(No change of vowel in the preterite plural.) 

Infinitive, Healde^ (to hold). 

INDICATIVE MOOD. 



PRESENT. 



Singular, 
1. Healde 



Plural. 
Healde]) 



2. Healdest (Halst) Healde]) 

3. Halt Healde]) 



PRKT. 



Singular. 

1. Hield| 
Hild 1 

2. Hielde 

3. Hield 



Flural. 

Hielden 

Hielden 
Hielden 



PRET. 

Flural, 
Hielden (Hielde) 



SUBJUNCTIVE MOOD. 
PRESENT. 
Singular, Plural Singular. 

Healde Healden (Healde) Hielde 

IMPERATIVE MOOD. 

Sing. Heald. Plural, (a.) Healde]) ; (6.) Healde, 

Gerund. Healdene. 

Prest Part. Healdinde. 

) Yhyealde. 
Verbs of this division fall under three classes : 



' Also written Hyeald$, 
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CLASS I. 




PRESENT. 


PBET. 


PAST PART. 


(a.) Bere, bear 


ber 


ybore 


Bidden, bid, ask 


bed 


yboden 


Bihote, promise 


bihet 


bihote 


Breke, break 


brec 


ybroken 


Ete, eat 


et 


yyete (= y-yeate) 


Fonge, take 


veng 


yvonge 


Voryete, forget 


voryet 


voryete 


Zitte (sit) 


zet J 
.zat) 


izete 


Speke (speak) 


spek 


yspeke 


Wreke (thrust out) 


wrek 


/ ywreke 
ywroke 


(b.) Come 


com 


ycome 


Neme, take 


nom 

CLASS n. 


ynome 


Bete, beat 


byet 


ybyeten 


Cnowe, know 


kneu 


yknowe 


VaUe, faU 


vil 


yvalle 


Lhepe, leap 


hliep 
hUp 

CLASS III. 


yhlope * 


Dn^e, draw 


dro^ 


idra3e 


Vare, go 


vor 


ivare 


Hle3e, laugh 


hlo} 


ihlo3e 


Vorzake, forsake 


vorzoc 


vorzake 


Slea, sle, slay 


SI03 


iRla3e 


Ssape, create 


ssop 


issape 


Stonde, stand 


stod 

DIVISION IL 


ystonde 



(Change of vowel in pret. plural) 
Infinitive. Binde, to bind ; Drive, to drive. 



Does not occur. 
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OUTLINES OF KENTISH ORAMMAR. 
INDICATIVE MOOD. 



PBE8BNT. 
Singular. Plurai, 

1. Binde, Drive \ 

2. Binst, Drifst | Binde}),Drive}) 

3. Bint, DriiJ) ) 



JNural. 

iBounden* 
Driven 



PRBT. 
Sitiffular, 

1. Bond, Drof 

2. Bounde,^ Drive 

3. Bond, Drof 

SUBJUNCTIVE MOOD. 
PBESKNT. PBET. 

Singviar, Plural. Singular. Plural. 

Binde, Drive. Bounden, Driven | Bonnde, Drive. Bounden, Driven 

IMPERATIVE MOOD. 

Sing. Bind, Drif. Plural (a.) BindeJ, DriveJ) ; (h.) Binde, Drive. 

Gerund. Bindene, Drivene, 

Present Part Bindinde, Drivinde. 
Past Part. Ybounde, Ydrive. 

The following verbs belong to this division : 





CLASS I. 




FBESBHT. 


;PRET. 


PAST PABT. 


(a.) Binde, bind 


bond 


ybounde 


Biginne, begin 


bigon 


bigonne 


Delve, dig 


dalf 


ydolve 


Drinke, drink 


dronk 


ydronke 


Teme, (= eome) 


om 
yam 


y yeme (= iume) 


Vinde, find 


fvond 
'vand , 


yvounde 


Vijte, fight 


V03t 


yvo3te 


Helpe, help 


halp 


yholpe 


Zinge, sing 


zang 
zong, 


izonge 


(h.) Ber3e, protect 


borj 


yboi^e 


Kerve, cut 


carf 


ycorve 


Sterve, starve, die 


staif 


ystorve 


Yelpe, boast 


yalp 


yyolpe 



> The older forxnfl are: 2nd sing, bunde; 1. 2. 3. pi. bunden ; zinged to sing, 
makei 2nd pers. pret. ztmge ; 1. 2. 3. pL zungen. 
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CLASS 11. 




PRESENT. 


PRET. 


PAST PART. 


Abide 


abod 


abide 


Eise 


ros 


yrise 


Ssrive, shriue 


ssrof 


yssrive 


Smite 


smot 


ysmite 


Strive 


strof 


ystrive 


Write 


wrot 

CLASS III. 


y write 


Bede, offer 


byead (= bead) 


ybode 


Chyese, choose 


cheas 


ychose 


Cyepe, creep 


creap 


ycrope 


Vly, flee, fly 


vleaj 


yvlo3e 


Lyese, lose 


lyeas 
leas 


ylore 


Schete, shoot 


/ ssat ' 
( sseat 


yssote 


Lute,) 
Lote, j 


leat 


ylote 


Lejen, lie 


lej 


ilo3en 
ilowen 


Ssete, shut 


sset 


issete 


Zi, see 

Sethen, seethe, boil 


zej 

seath 


isoje 
izeje 
isode 


Buwen, ; 


beaj 


ibo3en 
ibowen 


Lute, \ 
Lote, 


leat 


ilote 


Loken, lock 


leac 


iloke 


Stijen, ; 


stea^ 


istije 
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General Remarks on the Strong (or Irregular) Conjtigation. 

1. If the base of a verb ends in -e or -ie the -e or -ie is the -e of 
the inflexions in the present indicative and imperative, as vZef = 
flees ; ze^ = sees. 

2. Verbs having -e? or -f as the final letter of the root-syllable, 
take 4 instead of -d^ or -^e*, as the personal inflexion, as hint = 
bindeth, binds ; gHnt = grindeth, grinds ; halt =: holdeth, holds ; 
rit = rideth, rides ; stont^ stent = standeth, stands. 

3. The 2nd and 3rd pers. are frequently contracted thus : est = 
eatest ; hinst •=. bindest ; drlnkp =: drinks ; drlfp =: drives. 

4. Verbs whose base originally terminated in g often retain it 
under the form 3 in the 2nd and 3rd pers. sing, indie. : as dra^en, to 
draw ; dra^st, drawest ; dra^p, draws ; vli^ to fly ; vilest, fliest ; vli^p, 
flies ; wrif to cover ; wri^p, covers. 

5. In some verbs the vowel is changed in the 3rd sing. pres. 
indie, as healden, to hold ; halt^ holds ; hoten, to command ; hat, 
commands ; stonden, to stand ; stant, stands. 

ANOMALOUS VERBS. 

1. O^en^ owen^ to own; 1st and 3rd sing. pres. indie. 03; ojen ; 
pret. oj^e. 

2. Am is the 1st pers. sing, of the old infinitive wesan^ to be. 
The other persons are as follows : — 2nd pers. pres. indie, art ; 3rd, 
is ; pret. 1st, wes ; 2nd, were ; pi. weren^ were, 

3. Bi, to be ; ger. hyenne, 1st pers. pres. indie, hi; 2nd, best ; 
3rd, heth ; Ist, 2nd, and 3rd pers. pi. heth ; imper. pL heth, 

4. Cunne^ to be able, to know; 1st sing. pres. indie, con; 2nd, 
const ; 3rd, con ; pL connen ; pret. cuihsy couthe, 

5. Daren, to dare. 1st sing. pres. indie, dar, der ; 2nd, darst ; 
3rd, dar ; pi. dorren, dorre; pret. sing, dorste, 

6. Do, to do ; ger. doenne, 1st sing. pres. indie, do ; 2nd, dest ; 
3rd, deth ; pL doth ; pret. dede ; imp. doth. 

7. Ouo, to go ; ger. guonne, 1st sing. pres. indie, go ; 2nd, gest ; 
3rd, geth (pi. guoth) ; pret yede ; imp. guoth ; pp. iguo. 

8. Mowen, to be able, may; 1st sing. pres. indie, nuiyjirnai) ; 2nd, 
mi^t ; 3ri may (mat) ; pi. mo^en ; pret. mi^te. 
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9. 1st sing. pres. indie, mot, may, must ; 2nd, most ; 3rd, mot, 
mid ; pL mot en ; pret. moste. 

10. Ist sing. pres. indie, aad^ shall ; 2nd, aaelt ; 3rd, asel ; 
pL ssoUeUf 88olle ; pret. ssolde, 

11. Witen, to know. 1st sing. pres. indie, wot; 2nd,f£;o^/ 3rd, 
wot ; pL wlteth ; pret. wiste ; imp. sing. wUe ; pL witeth. 

Negative Forms. — Am, havey wUle, witen (know), take negative 
forms, as nam^ am not ; nuy is not ; nesy was not ; nedde, had not ; 
ndey will not ; not, knows not ; neste, knew not. 

ADVERBS. 
Many adverbs with the prefix y are preserved, as yvere^ together f 
Home, iholliche, entirely ; ymxme, together ; ymene, together. 

PREPOSITIONS. 
Atte, Atten (dat. mase.), at the = at fan, at pene ; Atter (dat. fem.), 
at the = at fere ; Mytter (dat. fem.), with the = myd \>ere, — ^are used 
by Shoreham (see pp. 34, 57, 64). 
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AYENBITE OF INWYT. 



AUTHOR'S PREFACK 

Aye J>e uondi[w]gges of J>e dyeule : zay Jjis J>et uoljej). " Zuete iesu 
J)in holy blod / J>et J>ou sseddest ane J>e rod / uor me and uor man- 
kende : Ich bidde J>e hit by my sseld / auoreye \>e wycked uend : 
al to mi lyues ende . zuo by hit.'* 

J)is boc is dan Michelis of Northgate / y-write an englis of his 
ojene hand. J>et hatte : Ayenbyte of inwyt. And is of J)e boc- 
house of saynt Anstines of Canterberi . mid J>e lettres : C : C : 

Holy archan[g]le Michael. 

M' /^ ; /^ ; Saynt gabriel . and Raphael. 

• \J ' \J ' Ye brenge me to J)o casteL 

peT alle zaulen varej) wel. 

Lhord ihesvL almi3ti kyng . ])et madest / and lokest alle fyng. 
Me pet am J)i makyng : to J)ine blisse me J)ou bryng. Amen. 

Blind . and dyaf . and alsuo domb. Of zeuenty yer al uol rond. 
Ne ssoUe by draje to J>e grond : Vor peny / uor Mark / ne uor pond. 

TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

Jjise byej> J>e capiteles of J)e boc uoljinde / And byejj y-wryte to 
vynde y-redliche / by J>e tellynge of algorisme / ine huyche leave of J)e 
boc pet hy by. And ine huyche half of J>e lyeaue be tuaye lettres of 
pe abece. J)et is to wytene .A. and .b. .A. betocnef pe uerste 
half of . pe leave .b. pe oferhalf. 
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THE TEN BEHESTS. 



.1. 



pE UORE-SPEGHE. 



Prologue. 



• [Fol. 1. a.] 

Almi^ti god / yaf ten hestes / ine J)e la;e of iewes / God gave moms 

pet Moyses onderuing / ine J)e helle of Synay / ine tuo ten upon two t*- 
tables of ston / pet were i-write / mid godes vingre . and ® ****"*' 
him-zelf / efber his beri7?ge / ine his spelle / het hise 

healde / and loki / to ech man / bet wile by y-bone . and whoeo breaketh 

, . . . ^ ', , , . ^, ^ thew behetU let 

huo ])et agelt / me enie of pe like hestes : him ssel ]}erof him repent there- 
uor-J>enche / and him ssriue / and bidde god merci / yef 
he wyle by yborje. 



^is boc is ywrite /* 
uor englisse men, J)et hi wyte / 
hou hi ssoUe ham-zelue ssriue, 
and maki ham klene / ine ]}ise Hue. 
J)is boc hatte huo J)et writ / 

AYENBITE OP INWYT. 

auerst byej) / pe hestes ten / 
)>et loki ssolle alle men. 

j)E UERSTE CODES HBSTE. 



Thla book is writ- 
ten for Englith- 
men, that they 
may know how to 
ahrive and cleans^ 
them in this life. 

This book is 
named by ita au- 
thor 

Ayen-bite of 
Inwyt (Remorse of 
Consdence). 
First are the Ten 
Behests that all 
men should keep. 



be uerste heste bet god made / and het : is bis. " bou The First Com- 

'^ J ° I > ' mandment, 

ne sselt habbe / uele godes." J)et is to zigge / " J>ou ne 
sselt habbe god / bote me . ne worssipie / ne serui. And 
|)ou ne sselt do J)ine hope / bote ine me." Vor J>e ilke / 
|)et de]) his hope / he3liche ine ssepj^e : zene3e]) dyad- 
liche . and dej) aye J>ise heste. Zuiche byeJ) J)e ilke / ])et 
' The following lines are written continuously as prose in the MS, 
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O THE SECOND COMMANDMENT. 

worssipej) J)e momenes . and make]> hire god / of seepj^e / 
huich pet hit by. 

th^i^who too ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ I ^^^3^? f^ / f®^ ^ moche / louie]) 
much love their hire guod. gold . o])er zeluer . oJ)er ojjre ])iwges erf liche. 
Huo J)et / ine f ise Jjinges agelte]) : zette]) zuo moche 
hire herte / and hire hope : fet hi uoryete]) / hire 
ssepere . an letej) him / J)et alle jjise guodes ham len]). 
And j>eruore / hi ssolden him send / and J)onki / and 
toppe alle f inges / louie / and worssipie / alzuo J>e tekf / 
J)i8 uerste hiBste*_ 



]^E 0])ER OODES HBSTE. 

The Second Com. J>e o])er heste / ys Jmllich. " ]k)U ne sselt nime / godes 
name : in ydeL" J)et is to zigge : " ])0U ne sselt zuerie / 
uor na^t / and wy]K)ute guode scele . " J>et oure,lhord 
him-zelf / ous uorbyet / ine his spelle. J>et me ne zuerie / 
ne by J)e heuene / ne by J)e erjje/ ne by of re s8epj>e . 

Swear not except ba les ine (Hiode skele / me may zuerie / wyb-oute zenne . 

for judgment, or ^ ' . . ^ ,. i x. , uV li / u 

other good cause, asc me dome / huer me oksej) / opier] / oi zof e. oJ)er out 
of dome / in of re guode skele . and clenUche / and skel- 
uolliche. Ine non of re manyere / ne is no rijt to 
zuerie. And feruore / huo fet zueref wijhoute skele / 
fane name of cure Ihorde / and uor na3t : yef he zucref 
uals / be his wytinde : he him uorzuerrf . and def / to 
ayans / f iBe heste . and zuerf dyadliche . uor he zuerf / 
ayens inwyt . f et is to onderstonde / huanne he him 

sweortng Ughtiy uoTzuerf / be f ojte / and be longe fenchinge. Ac fe 
ilke f et zueref zof / be his wytinde / and alneway uor 
na^t . of er uor some skele kueadc / na3t kueadliche/ 
ake li3tliche / and ivyf -oute sclondre : zueref li3tliche . 
f ajles f e wone / is kueaduol / and may wel wende / to 
zenne dyadUche / bote yef him ne loki. Ac f e ilke / 

•wearing hideoai- f et zueref hidousHche be god / of er by his hal3en / and 
him to-brejf / and zayf him sclondres / fet ne byef na^t 
to zigge: fe ilke zene^ef dyadliche. Ne he ne may 
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THE THIRD COMMANDMENT. / 

habbe skele : )>et he him 01036 excusi. And fe ilke pet 
mest him wone]) to zuerie : mest zene^ep. 

\)E })RIDDE GODES HE8TE. ^he Third Com- 

j>e J)ridde heste / is J)ellich . " Loke / pet J)ou hal^i / 
J)ane day / of J)e sabat ; [Zeterday]," J)et is to zigge . ^^^^ ^' ^^ 
])0u ne sselt do / ine pe daye / of pQ sabat [Zeterday] / 
J)ine nyedes / ne ])ine workes / J>et Jjou mi^t do / ine ofre 
dayes. Ac ])0u sselt pe resti / uor betere / pe yeme to Re«t the seventh 
bidde/ and to servi J)ine ssepere / ])et him restede / pBJie aerve oHdf ° "* 
zeuende day / of workes / ])et he hedde ymad ine pe zix 
dayes benore . ine huichen he made the wordle / an 
ordaynede [di^te.]. J)is heste / uoluelj) gostliche / him 
])et loke]) / be his mi3te : pe pays / of his inwyt / god uor 
to servi / more holylaker. bawne bis word / zeterday / Saturday or Sab- 

. . , , ^ , bath means rest. 

])et pe nine / clepej) sabat . is ase moche wor]) : ase reste. 
})is heste / ne may non loki gostliche : J)et by ine 
inwyt / of dyadhche zewne . Vor zuich inwyt / ne may 
by ine reste / per huyle / J)et hi is / ine zuich state. And instead of it. Holy 
ine pe stede / of pe sabat / ])et wes straytliche y-loked / day in the New 
ine pe yalde la3e : zet holi cherche / ])ane sonday / to JiJJ?**^^*'^ 
loky / ine pe newe la3e . vor oure Ihord / aros / uram 
djape to lyue / peme zonday. An Jjeruore / me ssel hine 
loky / and urej)ie / zo holyliche / and by ine reste / of 
workes / ope pe woke . and more of workes / of se?me . 
and yeue him more / to gostliche workes / and to godes 
seruise /, and jjenche / ane his sseppere / and him bidde / 
and ])onky / of his guode. And huo / ])et brekf fane and whoso breaks 
zonday/ and pe o])re he3e festes / J)et byej) y-zet to loky / high feasts, sins 
ine holy cherche : zene^ep dyadliche / uor he de]) / aye 
pe heste of god. to-uore yzed . and of holi cherche/ 
bote yef hit by / uore zome nyede / J)et holi cherche 
gmnteb. Ac more zeneieb / be ilke / bet dispendeb bane and worse if he 
zonday / and pe festes me zenne / and ine hordom / and and whoredom, 
in o])re zennes / aye god. })ise pn hestes / di3te]) ous / to 
gode specialliche. 
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who hare the oare 
of oar eouli. 



K THE FOURTH AND FIFTH COMMANDMENTS. 

The Fourth Com- Ug uERbE 00DE8 HESTE. 

mandment. ' ' 

CFoi. 1. b.] jje uer])e heste / is J)ellich . " WorJ>88ipe J>ine uader / 

and ])ine moder . uor J)u sselt libbe J)e lenger ine yerj>e." 

Jjis heste / ous amonestej) / J)et we ous loky / }>et we / ne 

wmihiiotthyFa- wrej)])i uader / ne moder / wytindeliche . And huo J>et 

onwor])eJ) / his uader / and his moder / be his wytinde / 

o}>er ham missayj)/ oJ>er wre])ej) / mid kueade : zenejeth 

dyadliche / an brekj) J)ise heste. 

We ihouid honour Ine J>ise ilke heste / is onderstonde / J)e worJ)ssipe / 

there and the over- J>et we ssolle here / to ouTe uaderes / gostliche. J)et is to 

cJJJ^^ ^ ham / J>et habbej) / J>e lokingge / ous to teche / and ous to 

chasti / ase byej) / J)e ouerlinges / of holy cherche. And 

])0 J>et habbe]) / J>e lokinge / of cure zaules / and of cure 

bodyes. And huo J)et nele / bouje to ham / J)et habbef 

J)e lokinge of him / huanne hi techej) j>et guod. J^t me 

Dbobedienoe to is y-hyalde to done : zeneseb kueadliche. and zuych 

them b a deadly , 

•In. may by / f e onbojsamnesse : J>et hit is / dyadlich zenne. 

Tl»e Fifth Com- J)E VIFTE 00DE8 HESTE. 

mandment. 

Thou thait slay no J^ yifte heste / is f ellich / " )k)u ne sselt / slaje nenne 

man." Jjis heste uorbyet / J>et non ne ssel / slaje ojjren / 

neither for venge- uqt a wrekiuge . ne uoT his guodes . ober uor obre 

anoe, nor for hla ^ ^ r r 

goods, for thta la wyckede skele . uor J>et is zenne dyadlich . Jja^les uor to 

It is right to eUy sla3e pe misdoeres / ri3t uor to done / and loki / and 

uor o])re guode skele. hit is guod ri^t / by J>e la^e / to 

[FoL 2. a.] ^^^ J^* ^^^ ^^ ^^ / ^^^ yhyealde is }>erto. 

In this behest Is I^e J)is heste ys uorbodo / zenne of hate / and of 

S^iu^ra^* J^ wre])e / and of grat ire . Vor alse zayf / fe writing . J>e 

TSTbrother-hater ^^® / ^^^ ^^^p ^^ brofer : he is / maiisla3])e / ase to 

is a man-slayer, ^ig yryUe / and zBiie^ep dyadHche . and pe ilke / fet 

To bear long bercth lowge wrcjje / ayens ojjren . vor zuich wrej)e / 

others is a deadly loTige yhyealde / and byuealde ine herte : is ine wref e / 

and ine hate : J>et is dyadlich zenne. and aye fise 

heste. And yet zene^ep he more / ])et def / oJ>er por- 

chacof / ssame / ojjer harm / to o])ren : wrongliche. ofer 
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THE SIXTH AND SEVENTH COMMANDMENTS. \) 

is ine rede / and ine helpe / uor to do hanni oJ>ren / him 
to awreke . fa^ha wref e / oJ>er onworjjnesse / fet gej> Harm done un- 
li3tliche / wyjjoute greate wille / an willinge / uor to u not* deadly »in. 
hanni o])ren : ne is na^t dyadlich zenne. 

[Fol. 2. a.] 
J)E ZlXTE CODES HE8TE. The Sixth Cum- 

mandment. 

be zixte heste / is bellich. *^ bou ne sselt do / Thou ehait do no 

' ' ' \ whoredom, nor de- 

non hordom." bet is to zigge / bou ne sselt najt wyhii •!« fleehiy wiow- 

1 1 1 1. , / ^^ n ihip with other 

uelajrede ulessucn / wyj) opve manne wyf. men's wive^ 

Ine bise heste / ous is uorbode / alle zenne of ulesse / t*»*» *»^»^ ^^ 

y ' blddeth lechery, 

J)et me clepe^ generalliche / lecherie. bet is on / of be which u one of the 

deadly eisB, 

zeuen dyadliche zennes. J)a3 J)er by zome bronches / J)et 
ne bye]) na3t dyadlich zenne. ase bye]) manie arizinges 
of vlesse / ])et me ne may na3t al[r|e bevly. and ])0 me 
ssel nasti / and wybdra^e / ase moche / ase me may. "onie brandiee of 

. ,^. , , which, as arieinga 

na^t uor to nonci his / ne porchaci / o]7er be to moche of the neth, are 

. J . 1 / 1 1 1 not deadly elns. 

mete / oper dnnke / o]>er be euele y>^tes. to longe y- 
hyealde. o])er be kueade takinges. Vor ine suiche ])inges / 
me may habbe / harm of zaule. Ine bise heste is in twi behest are 

forbidden all tins 

uorbode / alle zennen a-ye kende / ine huet manere / hy against kind (ua- 
bye]) y-do / o])er ine his bodie : ofer ine ofren. 

J5E ZEUENDE GODES HESTE. The Seventh 

' Commandment. 

J)e zeuende heste / is ])ellich. " j5ou ne sselt do / ^^ *^^ ^o °<> 
none ])ief))e." })is heste ous uorbyet / to nimene / and 
of-hyealde / o])re manne ])ing / huet ])et hit by / be 
wyckede skele / aye ])e wyl of him / ])et hit 03]). 

Ine bise heste is uorbode / roberie / biefbe / stale / This behest for- 

^ ' I r r ( I blddeth robbery, 

and gauel / and bai^yn wyb o])ren / uor his ojen to theft, steaUng, 

usury, bargain. 

habbe. And ]>e ilke / ])et de]) / aye ])is heste : is yhyalde 
to yelde. ])et he he]) / of ofre manne kueadliche / yef 
he wot to huam. And yef he not :] he is yhyalde / to 
yeue hit uor godes loue. ober / to done by be rede of 

u T 1. !_ nr 1- .. X Jv IX / u u- He that withhold- 

hoh cherche. Vor he ])et wyfhalt / o])re manne pmg eth other men's 
mid wrong / be kueade skele : zene3e]) dyadliche : bote ^^, "** 
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10 THE EIGHTH AND NINTH COMMANDMENTS. 

yef he hit yelde / J>er ha ssel / yef he hit wot / and mo3e 
hit do. o])er yef he ne dej) / by po rede of holy cherche. 

The Eighth Com- Ijg E2TENDE GODES HESTE. 

mandment. ^ 

Thou thait bear J^ ejtende heste / is Jjellich. " Jjou ne Bselt zigge / 

no false witneM , . , , . • j. i» 

against thineeven- iione ualse wytnesse / aye J)ine emcnsten. 

Tiiu^^est for- ^^ P^^ heste / ous ys uorbode / pet we ne lye3e / ne 

biddeth lying and Q^g uofzuerie ; ne ine dome / ne wyj)0ute dome / uor to 

do hanni pine emcnsten . and J>et me ne lede nenne 

in wytnesse / uor to ampajrri his guode los. ojjer his 

grace / J>et he he]) / uor J)et is dyadlich zenne. To-ayens 

Against this be- pigQ hcste doj) f o / Jjct misziggejj guode men / behinde 

who are gtxiity of ham / be hire wy tinde. and by kueadnesse. J)et me 

the tine of"de-- ,., /.i, . i ii.i., 

traction," clepcj) / pe zewnc of detraccion . and J)0 also / ])et bene]) 

pe kueade / and hire dedes / of hire kueadnesse / and of 
hire foHes ywyte /Jo])er yzo e / of er yherd . J>et is ze»ne 
of blondi[7i]gge / o])er of lozengerie / huanne me hit zayj> 

and of flattery and to uoFC hauL o])er ualshedc / oJ>er lyesinges / hua?me he 
J)et me spek]) of / ne is na^t present, vor alle p08 bye]) 



[FoL 8. b.] 



ualse wytnesses. 



The Ninth Com- Ipg NEJENDE GODES HESTE. 

mandment; ^ 

Thou Shalt not p^ nc^eude heste / is Jjellich. " Jx>u ne sselt na3t 

hour's wife."* wylui / ])ine ney3bore8* wyf. ne his wylni / ine ])ine 
Thou Shalt not hcrtc . " j)et is to ziggc / povL ue sselt na3t cowsenti / to do 

consent todosin / •i.* ii 

with thy body. zewne / mid fine bodye. 

\)\9 heste uorbyet / to wylni mid wyl of herte / to 
habbe uela3rede ulesslich/ mid alle wyfmeu / ' out of 
spoushod. And pe kueade tocnen wifoute / J>et byef 
ymad / uor to dra3e zBnne / asc byej> / kueade wordes / of 
zuyche manere. ofer yef fes / oJ>er kueade takinges. 

The diflfercnce be- And be difference of bise haste / mid be zixte / aboue 

tween the ninth ' ' i r i 

and sixth Com- yzed : zuo is /fct J>e zixte heste uorbyet/ be dede wy)K)ute. 

roandmenta. 

ac fis uorbyet / J>e grantinge wyfinne. Vor pe grant- 
the outward deed, ingc / to habbe uclairedc ulesslich / mid wyf men / bet ne 

the nhith forbids . , . - , , , 

the Inward con- IS na3t his be spousc : ys zenne dyadhch / be J)e dome / 
*"* "*' > MS. my/borea. » MS. wyf mem. 
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THE TENTH COMMANDMENT. * 11 

of godes spelle / J>et zayj). " Huo J>et zi^J) ane wyfman / 
and wylnef his ine herte : he hej) y-zene3ed / ine hyre : 
ine his herte ." J>et is to zigge : wyj> aperte wyliii[w]gge / 
and mid ])03te. 

bS TENDS Godes HESTE. The Tenth Com- 

^ mandment. 

J)e tende heste / is Jjellich. " J)ou ne sselt najt wylni Thou shaitnotde- 
fing / pet is J)ine nixte." ])i8 heste uorbyet / wyl to iithyneighbour-t. 
habbe oJ>re mawne fing / by wyckede scele. 

Ine bis heste / is uorbode enuie / of obre mawne l^J^^ **^**' ** 

•' ' ' '^ forbidden envy, of 

guode. ober of obre mawne grace . Vor be Uke enuie / which come* oo- 

^ , vetoaBne«B,ade«d- 

comj) of kueade couaytise / uor to habbe J>et guod / o)>er ly ^in. 

fe ilke grace . pet he y-zi3]) ine ofren. And pe ilke 

couaytise / huanne pe consentement / and pe ])03tes J>er- 

to : is dyadlich zewne. and aye fise heste. J)a3les / 

li3te couaytise / to habbe oJ>re mawne ])ing / by * 

guode scele : ne is no zewne . and yef per is / eni kuead Any evu arising 

arizinge / wy}K)ute wylle / and wyjK)ute grantinge / to ^L^^Ct'if IheJ'e to 

harmi ofren ; hit ne is no zewne. and yef pet is zewne : ll"but*^h°t'***^ 

hit is li3t zewne. 

pis hjep pe ten hestes / huer-of Jje fri uerste / ous These are the Ten 

,.. ,. 11^, / -1... ., Behests, whereof 

ai3t wel to god . pe o])re zeuen / ous di3t to oure nixte. the three first di- 
Jjise ten hestes / bye]) to echen / J)et hej> scele / and elde / th^'^Ser M^cn^tL' 
yhyealde to conne / and to done . Vor huo fet dej> fer- ^"-^ »«i8»^*>«"'-. 
teyens / be his wytinde : zen3ef dyadliche. 

J5E TUELP ARTICLES / OF JjE CRISTENE BELEAUE. The Twelve Arti- 

cles of the Chris- 

byse byeb be tuelf articles / of be cnstene byleue / tian Belief. 

^•^^'^ , '^ ,, ' There are twelve 

fet ech man cn'sten / ssel yleue stedeuestliche. uor articles of the 

oJ>erlaker / he ne may by ybor3e / huanne he heJ) wyt / 

and scele. And berof byeth tuelf. by be tale / of be "by the tale of the 

''^ "^ twelve apostles." 

tuelf apostles / fet hise zette to hyealde / and to loky / to 
alle fon/ J>et vrylep by yboi^e. J3awne pe uerste / be- The first belongs 
longej) to pe uader. pe zeuende : to pe zone, the uer])e / the seven follow- 
to pe holi gost. uor fet is pe byginninge / of the beleaue: ^dtheremaWng 
yleue ine pe holy tnnite. J)et is ine pe uader / and ine ^^^J^ **^^ "^^^ 
* toy in MS. 
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12 THE ARTICLES OF THE BELIEF. 

fe zone / and ine J>e holy gost. on god / an \>n persones. 
Alle piae articles / byej> ycontyened ine J>e credo. / fet 
pQ tuelf apostles made . huer-of / ech zette his. 
The iint article he uersto article, ys bellich. " Ich beleue ine god / 

(of the Father) *^ . / / 

was aet by St J>e uader almijti / sseppere / of heuene / and of erbe." J5is 

Peter. 

article zette saynte peter. 
The eecond article he oboT article / belongeb to be zone / aze to his 

(of ttie Son'i God- , l^ ^ r r I 

h«ad) was set by godhcdc / ])et is to ziggc / pQt he is god . and is ])ellich . 
" Ich beleue ine yesu crist / oure Ihord / godes zone fe 
uader / in alle j^inges / pet belongejj to pe godhede / an 
is onlepi ])ing / mid J>e uader : bote of pe persone / ])et is 
opQT I Jjanne pQ persone of fe uader ; })is article zette / 
[Foi. 8. a.] sayn Ion pe godspellere. 

The third article he bridde article / and the vifte / bet uoheb efter / 

and the flOh treat ^ , ^ ' , ' ; ^ '^ ' 

of the Sou's man- belonge]) to pQ zone / ase to J>e manhode ; j>et is to 

zigge / ase J>et he is man dyadlich . J>awne mid J>e J)ridde 

of his concepUon article / is ycontened / Jjet he wes y-kend / of be holi 

aud birth. 

gost / and y-bore of J>e mayde Marie. J)et is to onder- 
stonde / J>et he wes y-kend / ine J>e Mayde Marie / be f e 
dede / and by pe uirtu / of J>e holi gost / and nof ing / of 
dede / of man. And the mayde Marie / blefte eure 

Tills article was mayde / an yhol be-uore / and efter. Jjis article zette 

St James* brother, zayn lacob / sayn lonnes broJ)er. 

The fourth arUcie )>^ xiQtpQ article / belowge]) to his passion . J>et is to 

JTo^^ '******'** zigge / fet he ])olede dyaf onder pouns pilate / pei wes 
paen / and deraere / ine ])o time / ine ierusalem : by f e 
romayns. Onder po demere / wes lesu crist y-demd / 
wyf wrong / to J>e biddinge / of fri kueade ieus / and y- 

and was set by St do a rode / and dyad / and y-do in-to berieles. J5is 

Andrew. 

article zette saynt andreu. 
The flfth arti- be vifte article / zuo is / bet ha wente into helle / 

de treats of the ^ , . , , ' , , i . i t • , 

'Harrowing of eftcT his dyaj)e / uor to dra3e fawnes / and to deuun pe 
zaules / of fe holi uaderes . and of alle J)on / J>et uram pQ 
giimi[n]gge/of J>e wordle storue /in zoJ> & guode byleaue/ 
and ine hope / J>et hi ssolden by y-borje / be him / uor J>e 
zenne / of the uerste manne. Hit behouede / pei alle 



HelU" 
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THE ARTICLES OF THE BELIEF. 13 

wenten / into helle and pere abyde pe guode / ine in heu abode the 

zikere hope, pet iesu exist / godes zone / ssolde come / liis of ddiveranoe. 

to deliuri / be J>et he hedde behote / be his prophetis. 

And uor J)0 scele / wolde he / efter his dyaj>e / wende in to 

helle . bet is to onderstonde, / ine bo half / bet were be The wicked were 

'^ » / r I r ^ left In heU, there 

hal^en . Najt ine J>o half : ])et were pe uorlorene. J)et to abide for ever, 
weren dyade / ine hire zenne / and in hire misbileue. 
And J)o ne droj he na3t . uor hi byej> uorlore / uor 
euremo. Jjis article / zette saynt philippe. Phm"^*^* *^ ^' 

be sixte article is / of his arizince .bet is to wytene . The eixth it of 

^ ' a r J Chriufi reeurreo- 

J)et J)anne J)ridde day / efter his dya))e . uor to uoluelle pe tion, 

writinges : he aros uram dya])e / to Hue . and sseawede 

him / to his deciples. and ham prouede / his arizinge : 

ine uele maneres / be uourti da^es. bis article / zette *"<* ^^ ■«* by st 

' ? * I Thomaa. 

saynt thomas. 

pe zeuende article is. ])et fane uourtajte day / efter his The seventh arti- 
arizinge / huanne he hedde y-yete /mid his deciples, to- after his riaing^* 
uore ham/al apertehche /stea; into heuene / J>et is aboue / into'iLaJen?^*** 
alle ssepfe / J>et ys ine heuene / al to godes rijt half / pe 
uader / huer he him made. J5is article / zette seynt This article set st 

Bartholomew. 

bartholomeu. 

J5e ejtende article is. f ot he ssel come / ate daye of The eighth article 

dome / to deme pe dyade / and pe libbinde . pe guode / oome at dooms, 

ande pe kueade . and yelde to echen / be J)et he hef of-guo ^5 dili****"*^ 
/ ine fise wordle. })ise byeth pe artikles / fet belongej) 

to pe zone. J)is article zette seynt Matheu pe godsspellere. ^' Matthew set 

be netende article / and be bri laste : belonceb / to be The ninth arude 

, _. ^ , ' ^ '^ or/ r and the three hwt 

hou gost. and is felhch. " Ich beleue / ine pe holi belong to the Holy 
gost." J^ article aksep / f et me leue / J>et pe holi gost / 
is pe jefpe / and pe loue / of pe uader / and of pe zone / 

huerof comf / al pe guod of grace . and J)et he is / onlepi The Holy ohoetis 

god / an onlepi Jjing/ mid pe uader / and pe zone / bote of the Father and 
pe persone / Jjet is, ojjer / J>a?ine pe persone of pe uader / 

and / of pe zone. Jjis article sette / saynt lacob / zaynte JJ^*^^^^® "^'^^ 
Simones and saynte ludes broker. [FoI s b j 

pe tende article is J>ellich. " Ich y-louc holy The tenth anicie 
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14 ST John's vision of the beast. 



^y treats of the fel- 

lowship of saints. 



cherch generalliche / and J>e mennesse of haljen"/ ])etis to 
zigge : J)e uelajrede of alle fe lial3en / and of alle ])e 
guode men ])et byej> / and ssolle by. al to Je ende of f e 
wordle / and weren ze^|)e ])e ginni[n]gge, to gidere / ine J)e 
In this article are bvleaue of lesu CTist. And ine bise article/ byeb onder- 

understood the ' , 

■even sacramenu. stonde / J)e zeve sacreinens / J>et byej) ine holy chercne . 
J>et is to wyteno. cristninge . cowferminge. J>e sacrement 
of J)e wyefde. ordre. spoushod. J)e holy ssrifte. and ])e 

Thu article set St laste : anoylinge. \>\a article zette sayn simoun. 

Simon. t i» • 

The eleventh arU- })e enlcfte is. to leuo : })e lesnesse of zenne. J)et god 
nOT8*of sins? ^ yef]j be J>e virtue / of his holi sacreinens / J)et byej> ine 
St Jude set this i^oH cherche. bis article zette sayn lude. 

article.. '' ^ 

The twelfth article he tuelfte article is . to leue / be general arizinge of 

is to beUeve the / ' . , ,. « 

general rising of bodye. and J)et lif / wyf -oute ende, fet is fe busse of 

without e^, paradis. J>et god ssel yeve to ham / J>et hit habbej) of- 

gno / be guode beleaue : and be guode workes. J5is 

and everlasting article / ycfb to onderstoude / his ccm/rarie. bet 18 / be 

punishment pre- I J r I r ' T 

pared for the for- pine / wyJ)-oute ende / J)et god he]) agrayjjed / to J>e uorlo- 

rene. Jpis article / ssel by onderstonde / ine zuyche 

By It we under- mancre : bet ech / by he guod / by he kued / ssel by ate 

standthatboth ^ ' ^ ^ , , 

good and bad shall dayo of dome / arerod uram dyafe / to lyue / ine liis 
ward in the body ojcue bodye / huer he ssel habbe an. and onderuonge 
have "deserved S his mcde / ine bodye / and ine zaule / be Jjet he hej) of- 
this life. g^^ j ^^ j^^g ^^^ ^^ Jjeruore / ssolle fe guode / at J>o 

daye / ine bodye / and ine zaule / by in lif / wyf -oute 
ende. and the kueade : uorlore euremo / ine bodye and 
St'^b'^sf^ ^ ^^ ^^®- ^^^ article zette saynt Ma])])i. 

thew. 

Of the vision of St Op J5E S8EAWYNQE J)ET SEINT ION JjB 

John. 

GODSPELLERB YZEj. 

St John saw a Mi Ihord sanyn Ion / ine J>e boc / of his -sseawyinges. 

the sea, **" ** fet is y-clcped / J)e apocahpse : zuo zayj> / J>et he yze^ a 

best / J>et com out of the ze . wonderliche ydi3t. and to 

having a leopard's moche drcduoL VoT bet bodi of be beste: wes ase 

body, a bear's feet, ' ' i' o ^' 

a uon'B throat, Hpard. po uet / wcTcn of here. J>e J>rote / of uoun. 
heads and ten and hit heddc / zcve heauedes . and ten homes . and 
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THE HEADS OP THE BEAST. 15 

ope the ten homes, ten corounes. And yzej samt Ion. gS'by'te'n "^""wn^! 
))et J>e ilke kueade best / hedde mi3te / of him-zelve / to ^^^ J/^ht'^f ^^! 
vijte / wyb be hahen / an his to ouercome / and to ouer- "^J ^ ^s:^^ "^^^^ 

^ I ** f J y I I and overcome the 

maistri. pia ilke best / zuo wonderuol / and zuo y-coun- »ainte. 
trefeted / and dreduol : betocneb / bane dyeuel / bet com Thu beast be- 

n / /., ,1 / . 1/ n n / 11. tokeneth the devil, 

out of ))e ze / of helle / J)et is uol/ of alle 20130 / and of whocomethoutof 

alle bitemesse. pet bodi of fe beste / ase zayj) saynt hiag!dtei**are*de- 

lon . zuo wes yhch / to ])e lipard . uor ]jet ase fe lipard / JS^J^g^^u, 'hiJ 

hej) diuets colurs : zuo he]) fe dyeuel diverse maneres / J|^f^g^ **^ ^^® 

of waytinges / and of contac / uor to gily / an uor to 

uondi pe uolk. pe uet weren ilich / fe uet of here, vor 

alse J)e here / pet h.ep pe 8tre[n]gJ)e ine pe uet / and ine 

pe armes / halt strangliche. and bint / fet he hej> / onder 

his uet / and f et he beclepf : alsuo dej) J>e dyevel ham / 

fet he hej) beclept / and ouerJ)rawe be zenne. pe J)rote ^^ cruelty by the 

wes of Hon . uor his greate cruelet^ / ])et al wyle uor- for the devii wiii 

3uelze. 



for>gwaUow all. 



bE TOKNEN OP JjE HEAVEDEN OP JjE BESTE. Tlie tokens of the 

heads of the beast, 

pe zeue heauedes / of pe beste of helle : byej) pe jj,^^^.*; '^^^^^ 
zeuen hauedliche zennes. be huichen / J>e dyeuel dra^j) are the seven d©ad- 
to him /ase al be wordle. Vor onneabe yualb / bet me Eveo- one fails in- 

' '^ J- ./ X / X to tl»e throat of 

ne ualp / in-to pe frote / of zome ; of pe zeue heauedes. some of the seven 

And feruore / zajp wel saynt Ion : fet hit hedde mi3te / 

aye be hal en. vor in erbe / ne ys zuo holi man : bet None is so holy as 

^ , , to avoid all sins. 

mo3e / parfitliche beuly / alle pe maneres of zenne. J>et 
of f ise heuedes zeue comej) / wyf-oute special pn'uilege 
of grace / alse hit wes / ine pe mayde Marie / oJ)er ine 
zome obren / be special grace / bet he hedde of god. be ^he 10 homs be- 

r I r f G / r 6 J' tokeneth the guUts 

ten homes of pe beste / betoknej) / pe geltes of pe ten ot the 10 behests. 

hestes / of our Ihorde / J>et pe dieuel purchace]) / also 

moche ase may / by pe zeuen / beuore yzed zennen. pe Tiie 10 crowns are 

. / V i 1 , / . / _ . the 10 victories he 

ten corounes aboue / betoknej) / pe ouercomiwge / fet hit hath over sinners. 
he J) aboue / alle| zenuoUe / uor ])et / he def his agelte / ine 
pe ten hestes. 
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16 THE FIRST HEAD OF THE BEAST. 

the^Beart.**^*^ ^^ ^^ UERSTE HEAUED OF j)E BESTE. 

The first brad i« Jjet uerste heaued / of pe beste of helle : ys prede. f et 

Pride, ... ' 1 1 I 

2nd Envy, opQT / IS enuie. fc J)ridde / wrej)e. pe uerjje / sleaufe / 

4th Sloth,' )^et me clepef / ine clergie : accidye. pe vifte / icinge. in 

6th Gluttony,"** cle[r]gie / auarice. of er couaytise. pe zixte / glotounye. 

7th Lechery. ^^ zeuende leclierie / ojjer luxurie. Of fise zeue heauedes / 

com]) ech manere zenne. and ])eniore / hi byef y-cleped / 

Tiiew arc au head- haved-zennes. uor J)et hi bye]) / heaued / of alle kueade / 

ntagofaUwidked' ^^^ ^f alle zennes. and ginniwge / of alle kueade. be 

^^^' hy dyadliche / be hy ueniaL })anne / ech of pe ilke 

And flrit we wiu zeuen liim to-delb / ine uele halues. And uerst / we 

talk of pride, the .„. . , /' c A I v^ u 

first ain, willej) zigge / of pe zenne of prede / uor J)et wes pe 

uerste zenne / and pe aginninge / of alle kueade. vor 

which was com- prede / brek uerst uelanede / and ordre / huanne lit^bere 

mitlodbyLadfer, ' , , 

pe angel / vor his greate uayrhede / an his greate wyt : 

wolde by aboue / pe o])re angeles / and him wolde emni / 

to god / J)et hine zo uayr / an zuo guod : hedde y-mad. 

wherefore he and And feniore / he vil uram heuene : and becom dyeueL 

hea^ ' * " and he / and al his uela3rede. Hym anliknef / alle 

proude / pet uela^rede / and ordre of men / onde]) / and 

Like him are all brek]) / liuawno hi wyllej) / by aboue ofren. and more 

themselves above by alozed / and y-preyzed / J>anne eni oJ>er / J>et betere 

others. _ "^ , 

byej) yfOTp, 

The Might of JJE MYJTE OF PREDE. 

Pride. ^ 

Pride biindeth jjjs zeuue of prede / ys to dreduol. uor hi ablent 

men, * / ./ 

men. zuo |)et hi ham-zelve / ne knawej) / ne ne zyej>. 
so that they are bet is be wel Strang / and be wel special aid / to be 

beguiled by the ^ ^ ° ' ^ , 

devu whether they dyeule / hucr-of he be-gylej> / pe he^e men / and pe 

wiae,1»ardy,'or * uayrc / and pe riche / and pe wyse / and pe hardi / and pe 

batMpedi'iy worfuolle. And generalliche / ech manere of uolk. ac 

^^^^ '**"*** specialliche / pe greate Ihordes / zuo ])et hy ham zelue / 

ne knawyj) / ne yzef / hire misdedes / ne hire folies / no 

hire wyttes. Jeanne is. hit / pe mesto periluse ziknesse / 

fet is of oJ)ren. Vor-zo])e / he is ine grat peril / to huam / 
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THE SEVEN BOUGHS OF PRIDE. 17 

alle trtacle / went in to venym. Also deb techinge / and ^ whom teaching 

' "^ . and chastisement 

chastisement / to fe proude. Vor fe more / fet me him profitetii not. 
wy[j)]nim]) / and blamef / and chaste]) : fe more / he him 
wrej)ef . and fe more him were]). 

Prede / is be dyeules oje dorter / bet heb / grat del / Prfdeis thedevii't 

,.,, -r^, iini. 1 own daughter, and 

me his kende. Prede werre]) wyj) god / of his guode. wam against ood. 
and god / J)rau]) donn prede / and werre]) wij) him. wicked p^wjUces. 
Prede / is king / of wyckede J)eawe8. Hy is J>e Houn / ^^'J^Ji'^j};*""^ 
J)et al uorziiel]). Prede astruj) / alle \>q guodes / an alle (ToL 4. b.] 
Je graces / and alle fe guode workes / J)et byej) ine 
manne. Vor prede / make]) of elmesse / zenne. and of 
uirtues / vices, and of guode workes / huer-of me ssolde 
begge heuene : makef wynne helle. 

\)ia zenne / is fe uerste / J>et asaylej) / J>ane kni3t / oure t^^* "^n *« the 
Lhord / and huaw* last let. Vor huanne he hej> / alle our Lord, and wa* 
of re kuedes ouercome : J>anne him asaylej) prede / J>e wm. 
st[r]anglaker. 

HOU MB 8SBL TO-DELE bfl ZBUB B02E8 OF PREDE. The Seven Boughs 

'^ of Pride. 

pia zenne him to-delj) / and spret / ine zuo uele 
deles / J)et onneaJ>e / me may hise telle. Ac zeuen 
principals doles / J)er byejj. J>et byej> / ase zeue bojes / 
J>et guoj) out / and bye]) y-bore / of ane wyckede rote. 

Jjanne / f e uerste boj of prede : is / ontreu])e. pe i. Untruth, 
ofer : onworJ)hede. fe J)ridde : ouerweniwge. fet we^ iii. presumption, 
clepej) / presumcion. J)e uer J)e folebayrie. J)etwe^clepie])/ iv. Ambition. 

,.. .« lilt. -A ..V. Idle-bliss, 

ambicion. pe vifte : ydele blisse. pe zixte : ypocnsie. vi. HyiHicrisy, 
pe zcuende : wyckede drede. To J>ise zeue di3tinges / ^j^^^ 
belongej) alle pe zennes / fet hjp y-bore of prede. 
Ac ech of f ise zeue bo3es / hef uele smale tuyegges. 
pe uerste boj of prede / ])et is / ontreu])e. he him to- 
del)) / in J)ri little bo^es. huer-of pe uerste / is kuead. The ^^^^ twigs of 
bo ober : worse, be bridde / alberworst. be on is voul- i. Fouihood, 

^ '^ r r I r r ^ , I'- Foolishness, 

heda pe o))er : wodhede. pe fridde : renoyrye. voul- iii. Apostasy. 
hede : generalliche / is ine eche zenne. vor no zenne / i. Fouihood 
ne is / wyJ)-oute uouDiede. and zuo beginnej) / alle 



/' 
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18 OF INGRATITUDE AND POLLY. 

zennes / be voulhede. Ac \>e uoulhede / fet we spekef 

of hier specialiche / fet com)) of prede. and is a man- 

- yere / of ontreufe : is a vice / fet is y-cleped / ine clergie : 

or injrratitude is ingratitude/ bet is uoxyetifwlge of god / and of his guodes. 

to forget God and , , . / i i i i • 

his gifts. J)et me ne fonke]) mm na^t / ase me ssolde do. ne him 

ne yeldef ])onkes / of his guodes / fet he ous hef ydo. 
He Is a great Vor-zobe he is wel vileyn / and ontrewe / auoreye his 

vilain that never ,,,,,, i/i-i i ii. 

returas thanks for Ihord / fet alle guod / him hef y-do. and him ne 

fonkef / ac uoryet : and yelt him / kuead uor guod. 

Such viiany do and vilcynye / uor corteysye. j)e ilke vileynye / dej) 

those who do not -i / -i i • / /» 

thank God, man to god / huanne he / ne befengf him na3t / of ]>e 

guodes / \>Qt God him hef y-do / and him def ahieway. 
and na3t him fonkef / ac rafre him / ofte werref / ine 
fet I ])et he use)) kueadliche / and aye godes wiL 

but use his gifts jjet is wel grat vileynie / ase me J^ingf / fet grat guod- 
nesse / onderua[7i]g)) / and ne dayne]) na|t / to zigge : grat 
fank. And yet hit is more grat : huanne / me him 
uorza3)) / o])er huanne / me hiwi uoryet. ac ])e ilke / is 

and each day re- to CTat : huauue echedaye / onderuangb be guodnesses : 

turn evU for good. ^ . "^ /, ^Y Y © 

and echedaye / yelt kuead / uor guod. 

We have no gifts J>e ilke / ])et fanne wel jjeng]) / and ofbe lokede / to 

given u^ be th^ f^ guodcs / fct god him he]) ido / and de]) alneway : and 

t^*OT™f **' ''*''" fet no guod / he ne hef : fet god ne he)) / hit him 

y-yeve. ne guodes of kende : ase uayrhede. and hel)7e. 

an strengfe of bodye. an slej))e. and naturel wyt / 

auoreye ))e zaule. ne guodes of auenture. ase richesses, 

worssipe. and he^nesse. ne guodes of grace, ase by)) 

Let us thank God n^Hucs. and guode workcs. wel ssolde he bonki cjod : 

for aU hU gifts to ° J- o 

us. of alle his guode. vor guodnesse : ofer aksef. 

ir. Folly or mad- Jje ofer / ontreu))e. fct com)) of prede : is wodhede. 
The roan u out of ^6 halt auc man wod. fet is out of his wytte / ine 
his wits, huam : skele is miswent. fanne wext ari3t / )>e ilke fol. 

[Foi. 5. a.] ^^^ miswent. and wel yzed / wod. ))et wytindeliche / 
who misuses his and hardihchc / fe guodes / fet ne byof najt his. ake 
whereof behoveth bye)), liis Diordcs guodes. huer-of / him behoue)) / 
aocoun , g|.pj^j^i|p]^j, j ypi^p rokeningc / and scele. Jjot i.s to 
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Avytene / fe guodes / of suo grat pris / and fe timlicbe 

guodes / fet he hef / ine lokinge. \>q uirtues of \>e bodie / 

and pe fortes / fe consenteme7is / and \>o willea of fe 

zaides / wastef / and despendef / ine folyes / and ine 

outrages / to-uore be e^en / of his Ihorde, an hiw ne and thinketh not 

poruayf / of his rekeninge. and wel wot / fet rekem oning. 

him behouef. an ne wot / huanne. ne fane day. ne fe 

oure. Zuych folie / is wel y-cleped / onwythede. Of ^ •"«*» ^ioe* the 

great proud men 

zuiche vices / byef nolle / fe greate proude men / fet usef are ftiii. 
kueadliche / fe greate guodes / fet god ham he]) ylend. 

Jje fridde ontreu])e fet comf of prede : ys renayrie. ni. Apostasy. 
He ys wel renay / fet / ])et land fet he halt of his Ihorde / He u an apostate 
deb in-to be bond of his uyende. and deb him man- lord's land to his 

' enemy, 

bode. Zuych zewne makef ech fet zenejef dyadliche. 

uor banne alzo moche ase of him is he deb manhode to »• ^oeth he who 

' ^ * pays homage to 

fe dyeule / and becomf his freL and him yelt al fet the devu, 

he halt of god / and bodi / and zaule. and ofre guodes. 

bet he deb to be seruice of be dyeule. And alba; he such a one is wiiy 

* y y y J r > christian in name 

by be his zigginge cristen : he renayf be dede / and and not in deeds. 

ssewej) ])et he ne is na3t. Ac specialliche ine fri man- 

eres is man ycleped reney. and uals cristen. ober uor False christians 

" ' " 'are those who sin 

fet he ne belef f / )>et he ssolde / ase def fe bougre : and against their 
fe heretike / and fe apostate. )>et reneyej) hire bileaue. gworn, iiars, and 
0])er uor fet he agelt fe byleaue ])et he bylef f. Alsuo ''^'^®** 
dof fe uorzuorene. and fe le3ers of J)e byleaue. 0]>er 
belef f more fanne he ssolde. ase do]) ])e deuines / and 
J>e wichen / and fe charmeresses ]jet workef be ])e 
dyeides crefte. and alle fo fet ine zuyche ])inges such men iin 
yleue]) and dof hire hope : zenejef dyadliche. Vor for they sin 
alle zuiche ])inges byef aye fe byleaue. and ]>eniore •^^^'^ 
his uorbyet holy cherche. Jjise byef J>e manieres of 
on-treufe / ]?et is fe uerste bo^ of prede. 

])E OJJER BO3 OP PKEDE. 

be ober bo; / bet comb out / of be stocke / of prede : The second Bough 

y ' ? f r, r I r ' r of Pride Is Despite 

zuo is onworfnesse [despit] / fet is / wel grat zcnne. (Comempi). 

2 • 



^ 
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20 THE THREE KINDS OF CONTEMPT. 

And \>&} hit by zuo / fet no zenne dyadlich / by wi))- 

oifte onwor])ne8se / of god. alneway be fet / ])et we spekef 

There are Uiree Qf onworfhede / hyer spocialliche / ine fn maneris / me 

I. Not prauing may zeneu / be bise zewne. Ober uor bet / me ne 

others aa they de- J ^ I r T r i 

•orve. prayze)) / o])ren ari3t / ine herte / ase me ssolde. Ojjer 

II. Not to honour uor bet / me ne berb najt worssipe / and reuerence : JHjr 

and reTerenoe in* 

where one should, fet me ssolde. Ofer uor ])et / fot me ne bou3j) na3t an3t : 

obedience to thoM to ham / ))et me ssolde / ri^tuolliche bou^e. 

iniTnkhow often ^0^ ))ench ri3t wel / ine fine herte / hou ofte / j>e 

Tr^J^^^thiJi. ^^^ y-<io / \>e ilke zenne / Jet >ou best / ine fine herte : 

fe ilke / fet more byej) worf / fanne fou / onworfest. 

uor zome graces wyfoute / fet god / fe hef y-yeve. ofer 

uor noblesse / ofer uor prowesse. ofer uor richesse. 

ofer uor wyt. ofer uor uayrhede. o]>er uor ofre 

guodes / huet fet hi by : huoniore / J)ou fe prayzest / 

more fanne fe ssoldest and ofren lesse. 

how thou haetikw- Eftorward / bench hou uele zibe bou best / litel ybore 

ed in giving due , ' ^ , ( , i , 

honour to God. to worfssipc / and rcucrence / to ham / fet fou ssoldest 
eainto, and His Aucrst / to god. and to his modcr. and to his hal en. 
•ngeis, ^^^ ^ j^^ angles of heuene. Vor fer ne is non / to-yans 

huam / fet fou ne best agelt / ine onwor[j)]nesse [des pit]. 

ofer be onworfnesse / fet fou best / ofte zifes / euele / 

and wrofe / y-loked hire festes. 
and how many Efter fan f cuch / hou uele zif e / f ou best misserued 

^^ Mi^*our 0^^"^ Ihord Jesu crist of er ine f et / f et f ou ne hest na3t 
i^"*^wriS'*''* blef cliche /y-bycrd his seruise. ne y-zed his benes. ne 
mons, yhyerd sermons, and huanne fe ssoldest. yhere his 

and in jangling mcssc / ober his sermon / at cherche: bou iani^ledest / 

andJesUngat , , , , , . , i , . i 

mass. and bourdedest / to-uor god. and uie f et / f u here him / 

htel worf ssipe. 
Think too how Efterward / hou f ou hest uelezif e / htel ybore worf - 

hll'fsho'^" to toi ssipe- ^ )^ ^^ye / of Jesu crist / f awne f ou hit yze3e. 

iiwn*uiou »west ^^^^ f awue / f OU hit onderuinge. ine fet / f et f ou nere 

or reoeivedst It, na^t / digncHche y-dijt / be ssrif f e. and by vorf en- 

ll^edTfor u^*^ chingo. Of er be auonture / fet wore is : fet f ou hit 
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THE THIRD BOUGH OP PRIDE. 21 

onderuiwge ine dyadlich zenne / be j^ine wytinde / ))et is beforehand by 
grat onworjjnesse. [despit.] «ice. ^ . 

Eftf^rward / to ))ine zuete uela^e / and to ))ine / guode 
lokere / J)in angle, fet alneway / J)e lokej). hou uele 
ssames / fou hest him y-do / ine \>ei / fou dedest / J)ine 
zewnes / beuore him. 

Efterwardfench/ hou uelezi])e/))ou hest y-by/onbo^- Think how often 
sam to \>me nader / arid to fine moder. and to fan / to disobedient to thy 
huam >ou ssoldest bou3e: and here honur. Yef >ou „ trortrfh^Ji 
wylt / ine fke manere / recordy fi lif : fou sselt ysi fet ^^^^^xt^omt 
bou hest / more zibe y-zenejd / ine zuvche manere / of ^^°'^ ^^^ sinned 

'^ ' ^ r J y I J I more times than 

prede / fet is ycleped / onworjjnesse [despit] : fet foM / thou canst num- 
ne kanst na^t telle. 

J)B iij BO} OP PiJ^DB. 

))e f ridde bo3 of prede : is / arrogance, fet me clepef / ^be third Bonpii 
opweninge / o])er opniminge. fawne fe man / wenf gance, or upween- 
more / of him-zelue / Jjanne he ssolde. Jjet ys to zigge : a man u (fuiity of 
fet wen)) by / more worf : fawne he by. ofer more IwniTetrtJrmuch 
may: fanne he mo3e. ojer more conne: Janne he ofothere.***"^^^ 
can. o))er wen)) by more worf. o))er more moje. o))er 
more conne : ))anne eny ofer. Jjis zewne / is ))e 8treng))e / 
of ))e dyeule. vor he loke)) / and norissef / alle ))e greate This sin nouHoh- 
gostliche zennes. ]>\s zenne him sseawe)) / ine uele Spiritual sins, 
maneres. o))er be dede / ofer be speche. ac namehche / J^if in su ^y? 
ine zix maneres. fet is to wytene / ine onlepihede. uor fe i. singularity. 

. / u 1- •- / The proud and the 

proude / and )>e ouerwenere / wene)) more by worf / overweener win 
ofer conne : more fawne enie ofre. and ne dayne)) Mother?* 
na^t do / ase o))re / fet more byef worf / fanne he by. ac 
rafre / wile by / onlepi ine his dedes. )5et is f e uerste 
zenne / be huam ouerweninge is ine dede. 

J)e of er is / fol niminge / of greate spendinge. fet me ii. Prodigality, 
clepej) prodigality, huanne he def / to moche despense. spending of 
o)7er / of his 03en : ofer / of ofre manne : uor to by / y- SITpSsed ^d' ** 



praysed. and feruore / J)et me him hyalde / fe more large / ut™I'LT^ur^ 
and )>e more corteys. 
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22 OF BOASTING, 800RN, AND AMBITION. 

III. False Strife. j)e fiidde kuead / f et comj) of ouerweninge : ys fole 
u thing we know opniminge of uals strif. ase zayj) / Salomon. J)et is to 

'^ zigge. huo ))et mim)) / a uals strif anhand / and wot wel / 

fet hit is uals. and hit uol ef. 

IV. BoMting j)e uer])e tuyg / of fe ilke bo3e / huer-by / fe proude / 
The booster is the sseaweb prede / of his herte : is yelpingge. bet is / wel 

Cackoo, heoan i -, -, ^^ t ^ - 

only sing of him- uoul zcwue / and to god *. an to fe wordle. pe yelpere is 
** [Foi. 6. a.] f^ cockou. fct UB kau / najt zinge / bote of him-zelue : 
This sin is seen in Wg zenue is vbouude iuc bail / bet be his ojene moube / 

those who yelpeth ' *^ r I r ? r I 

of their own wit, him yelpb. ober of his wytte. ober of his ke/me. ober 

descent, works, or 

prowess. of his workes. ofer of his prouesse. Ac he hi?7i doble)> 

He sinneth iue ham / fet \>Q yelpere / and J)e lozeniour / zechej? / 

oulerf to^extof*^ ^^<^ redej) / and yeff ham of his / uor ham to praysL 

bi^V'^f "hiS now^ and uor to zigge of ham : ))et hi / ne dorre na^t zigge. 

"®*** and uor to lye3e of ham : and te grede hare noblesse. 

V. Scorn. This is jje vifte out-kostiuge / of \>e ilke stocke / is scorn. 

the wont of Uie . , * . r t * -i • 

proud, who scorn Vor fet IS )>e woue /of ))e proude : ouer-weii[e7-Je / fet nim 

those t?iey "see ne is na^t yno3 / to onworfi / ine his herte / fe of re, 

iving aright ^^^ ^^ habbej) najt / pe graces / J)et he wenj habbe. 

ac makef / his bisemers / and his scornes. and fet 

wors is : bisemere)) and scornef fe guode men. and of 

ham / pet he yzi^f / wende to guode. J?et is wel grat 

By their evil zenne. and wel dreduoL Ac / uor hire euele tongen : 

tongues they pre- 
vent much folk hi miswende]) / moche uolk / to done weL 

from doin? well. . . , i n a ^^^ ^ 

VI. Opposition pe zixte kestinge out / of the like bo3e : is w}'))- 
Tho proud "over- stondiuge. Jjot is / hua/Hie pe man wyjjstant / to alle 
r„r"o;;:!;;;tt„, tam : ^et guod / Wm woWe. Vor ),e proude / ouer- 
cha««tening, or ad- weuerc : yef me hi??i wifnimf : he hi77i defendej). yef 

me him chastef : he is wrof. yef me hiw wol ret. he 
This sin is a peril- ne lefb neiine / bote his ojene wyt. Hit is a perilous 

ons sickness, ' ' • ./ x 

since all medicines zikucsse / fct ue may na3t folye : J)et me Imn take, and 

turn into venom. 

to pan I pet alle medicines : went in to ueniuL ( 

J5E iiij. BO3 OF PREDB. 

If^Priluruf F?»u )^® uerfe bo3 of prede / is fole wylninga fet me 
Desire (Ambi- clepef / iue clergic : ambicion. J?et is / kuead wilninge 
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THE FOURTH AND FIFTH BOUGHS OF PRIDE. 23 

he?e to cliue. bis zewne / is be dyeules panne / of helle. This ein is the 

^ , ' ... 'levU'a pan of heU. 

huennne / he makef nis sriinges. ]?es boj hhn spret / xiiu bough 

ine uele manyeres / aii3thalf / and alefthalf. Vor pe and leii. 

ilke / pet wylne)) / he^e to cliue : to zome / ha wyle on the one aide it 

, , « , / 1 • iv !/• appears hi flattery 

queme. and ferof wexej) / uele zennes : ase an3thalf. and •imuiation, 

fet is to wytene : loze?igene, simidacion. folliche yeue : 

uor pet me ssel him hyealde / corteys / and large. To on the other in 

opTen I ha wyle harmy. and J?erof comf fe zewne / a- 

lefthalf. ase to miszigge / to ham / J?et he wyle haruii : andevUwiU; 

hiw uor to anhe3i. and him arere)) blame / and wylnej) / 

fane dyaf / of fan / fet halt / J?et he wenf come to / 

and bezuykvTiges. and euel red : cowspiracions. strif. ^" ^®*»»'' *'©ach- 

•^ "^ ° / ery, bad advice. 

and uele ofre zermes / fet wexef / of J)ise queade bo^e. conspiracy, and 

strife. 
}5E V. BO3 OF PREDE. 

]>Q uifte bo3 of prede / is ydele blisse. fet is / fole / The Fifth Bough 
likinge / of fole heryinge. fawne he uelf / ine his herte ^[^wig^)^*^"^ 
wytindeliche / of fet he is / ofer wenf by. yhered / of ^ ^^^""^"^ ^ 
zome finge / pet he hef ine liim / ofer wenj) habbe. 
and wyle by yhered. ferof / huerof / he ssolde herie robbeth God and 
god. And feruore / ydeleblisse / benimf god / and whth *is* ins •, for 
stelf / fet his is. Vor of alle oure guodes : he ssel ^J^J^^f^"' 
habbe fe worfssipe / and fe heryinge. and we / fe ^©"^ip andhon- 
wynny [w]gge. use of them. 

Ydeleblisse : is fe grete wynd / fet frau j) doun / idie-biiss is a 
pQ greate tours / and fe he^o steples / and fe greate STdown greja '^" 
beches / ine wodes / frauj? to grounde. an fe greate jn^'^"nd great*™ 
belles / makef to resye. fet byef / fe heje men / and ^^^^^^^ ^^ ^ooa^. 
J)et byef / mest worf. )?et is fe dyeules peni / huer- it is the deviVs 
mide he bayf / alle fe uajTe pane-worfes / ine the SeTuyeTh gw)d 
markatte / of fise wordle / J>et byef / fe guode workes. ^^^ ** 
And uor fet / fer byef / fri manere of guodes / fet 
man hef of god. and fet fe dyeuel / wyle begge / mid 
his pans : )>eruore / hiw to-delj? fis bo3 / ine pn manere / it spreadeth into 

■ / three small 

smale bo3e8 / huer-of wexeJ) / ech manere zewne / fet no boughs, 
clerek / ne kan telle. }5e ilke fri manere guodes / fet 
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24 OF THREE KINDS OP GOODS. 

The goods that we men heb of eod. byeb / be guodes of kende. be guodes 

have of God are , « , i j t r j / 

1. goods of nature, of hap. J)e guodss of grucQ. pQ kendeliclie guoaes / 
I:|:^o7^'' bye> J)o / >et me clepe), / by kende. ofer / aye }>et 
The kindly goods jjodv I ober / ave be zaule. Auorye bet bodi : ase helbe. 

are those pertain- J r I J r " f 

ing to the body or uavrhede. strengbe. prouesse. noblesse, guode tonge. 

the soul. "^ , T ^ 1 

The bodily goods guode rearde. Auorye fe zaule : ase clier wyt. wel uor 
Tr^^Kv^Z\ to understonde. and sotU wyt / wel uor to vynde / 
toS'a^good giiode onderstondinge : wel to ofhealde. And fe mrtues 
discourse. ^f kende / huerbv / som ys kendeliche : more bawne 

The spiritual ' j i »/ ' 

poods are clear ober. ober larger / ober milder / ofer graciouser. oper 

and subtle wit and , ■• -i -i /-\p n i.* ih. 

a good under. atempres. and wel y-ordayned. Ut alle pise yeipes. 

F^Suhese gifts me ssel fonki god / and serui / uor fet hi comef alle of 

weoughttothank ^.^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^^ j ^^^^ ^elj) to \>e dyeule / uor 

Nevertheless the ^ ualsno penv / of ydele* blisse. and werref ofte 

proud selleth them / r j / •' i • j 

to the devil for the Qod I of alle Ms ffuodes. huer-of / he ssojde bonki god. 

false penny of idle- ° ' "^ , . n ... j ^ 

bliss. And huo fet nim)> wel yeme / me alle pise guoaes oi 

kende / ))et ich habbe / ssortliche y-tald : by hit zenne / 

be ydele blisse / ine to uele maneres / fet / ech may 

betere y-zy / yne him-zelue / yef he wyle / wel studie : 

fet ofre ne conne hiw zigge. 

The goods of for- J?e guodes of hap : byef he3nesses. richesses. delices. 

Snt*^^ ^hes, and prosperites. huerof me fengf / in uele maneres. Vor 

delights, prosper- ^uauue J)e Iheuedi of hap / he)) hire hue^el y-went. to 

When the lady kg jxianue / and arered. and yzet to J)e he3))e of hare 

of fortune turns ^ ' i i i t 

her wheel to nuin, hue^el / ase Tbel ^ melle to be wynde. and bere heae y-cliue. 

then bloweth to ^ ' ^ -^ ^, , /. j i i t -«r 

him all the twelve J)ere blawef / alle fe tuelf wyndes : of ydele blisse. Vor 

windsof Idle-bliss, , .„ / . . -i • / • 'a/ / 

huanne fe like / fet is zuo he3e anse / ine prospente / 
and in his proe- )>eng)) iu his herte / uerst / to f e dignete. efterward / to 
hts'^'CiSI^pr^^^ 1^ prosperite. efterfan / to his richesses. efterward / 
i^uf ' fellowship, ^ ^ l^s^ / f®^ ^^ ^°^y ^®>- efterfan / to fe greate 
his fair household, ue^rede / J)et him uol3e]>. efterward / to J)e uayre ^ 

ridings, and mavu^ / bet him serueb. efterban / to his uayre man- 
abundance of lair J I r r r I « r t j / x 
robes; eres. efterward / to his uaire ridinges. efte[rjward / to 

to the decking of pQ plenty / of uayre robes, efterfan / to \>q di3tinge / of 
his house, and to ^ ^^^^ j ^^ ^^^^ ^^ j^^^ j ^^ ^^^ mBneie har- 

» MS. ydckl$. ^ be is incorrectly erased in MS. 
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THE SIXTH BOUGH OP PRIDE. 25 

neys / pet zuo moche is uayr / and noble, efterward / 

to \>Q greate presens / and to f e greate festes / fet me to great ftawts. 

him make]) oueraL efterj?an / to his guode los / and to fame. 

his prayzinges / bet oueral uleb. bus him ioisseb and ^^" *»« »<> "^o^c- 

rje/r r y Y ethand gloriaeth 

him glorifieb be wreche / ine his herte. zuo bet he not / that he knoweth 

V I. I.- V u\. ts^ I ^ ^ u i> J 1 notwhereheif. 

huer he ys. pise bye)) fe yefjjes / fet come)) of ydele 
blisse, ))et is to wytene xij. maneres of uondinge of ydele 
bHsse. ))et habbef ))0 : ine he3 stat. o))er ine f e 
wordle. o))er ine religion. o))er clerk. o))er lewed. 

J>e guodes of grace, bye)) uirtues / and guode workes. The goods of grace 
And aye fise guodes / ofbe blauf fe stranglaker / ydele goodwor^a*" 
blisse. and ofbe uelf Jje greatte traues / and ))e he3este. 
fet bye)) / fe meste guode men. And sselt y-wyte / 
bet yne m'rtues / and ine guode workes : uondeb be these the devii 

\ 1 ; 1. 11 i_v / • .. • 1. f trieth In three 

dyeuel / be ydele bnsse / me fn maneres. Jje on / zuo ways. 
is / ine herte / wyfinne / huawne me yherf / of fe t^°*- ^- *-^ 
guodes / fet me def / priueliche. ase of benes. ofer / of *"^ He makes 
priu6 workes. and wen)) be man / by betere mid god : ^'^er with God 

/ /I 1 i / than he is. 

fanne he by. J)e ofer / zuo ys / huawne he he)) / ane 2nd. He caoses • 
fole blisse ine him / of fet / he yher)) / ofer y-zi3)) / at iiearing himself 
of his guode namecofhede. and fet he is ypraysed. and Sla^ " * ^^^ 
y-hyealde uor guod man. J5e fridde zuo is / huawne he srd. He makes 
wilne)) / and zekf / and porchace)) los / and name- seek a good name 
cou))hede. and in zuiche onderstondinge / def his hutforS^worui's'. 
guodes / na^t uor god properliche : ac uor fe wordle. 

\m ZIXTB BO3 OP PREDB. 

Vj^e zixte boj of prede : is ypocrisye, fet is a zenne / The sixth Rough 
fet make)) to ssewy / fe guod wyf-oute / ))et ne is ctis^^*^**""^^ 
na3t / wy))-inne. jjanne byef po / jrpocntes / pet Those are hypo- 
make)) ham guode men / and ne byef na3t. fet make)) to be good men but 
more streng))e / to habbe fane name of guod man : *" "**' '™ ^ "**' 
bawne be zobnesse : and be holinesse. And bis hire to- Th«™ *" three 

r r r r r kinds of hypocrisy 

del)) / ine fry. Vor per is / an ypocnsye / uouL and fouu foolish, and 
anofre / fole. and pe fridde / sotil. )?o bye)) / uoide Those are foui 
ypocn'tes / fet dof / hyre uoulhedes / ine halkes : And ih^foui deeds in 

comers ; 
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26 THE SEVENTH BOUGH OF PRIDE. 

and such men our sseawej) ham guode / to-uore pe uolke. Zuiche clepe)) / 
pointed and gilded ouTG Ihord : berieles ypeynt. and y-gelt. \)o bye)) / 
iT^"fooUBh hypo- ^^^^ ypocntes / fet yno^ ham lokej) klenliche / to pe 
bSrchMte?lo as ^^^^y^ / a^^^ doj) maiue penoncea / an guode. p?-mci- 
me^.^ti^rthey^ palliche : uor fe los / of fe wordle. uor J?et / me halt 
make false money haxn / guode men. bo bveb wel foles. uor / of guod 

out of good metal. ' ^ r J r . 

The subUe hypo- metal I hy makeb / ualse moneye. j3o byeb ypocr/tes / 

elites aspire to 

dignities, and hide sotyls. fct sotilliche / wyllcj} he^e cliue. and stelef / )>e 
lion, dingnetes / and pe baylyes. Hy dof / al pet guod man 

gainlheir posi- sscl do : zuo )>et no Hiau / ne may his knawe / al-lmet 
;;,™«w'«'r" l?^^^^ I )>«* ^ ^n ^ol wxe / and heje ycliue / ine 
uieir true coiom^, dyuguetes. And J)anne / ssewef hy fe kueades / fet 
were / y-hole / and yroted / ine fe herte. fet is to 
and exhibit their wytcue : prede. auarlce. malice, and ojjre kueade dedes. 

pride, avarice, and , , , , . - . . 

malice. huer-by me knauf aperteliche ; fet / fot trau / ne« 

neure guod. and fet hit wes / al fayntise / and ypocr/sie : 
al )>et he hedde beuore y-ssewed. )?eruore / hit is zap 
yzed. " Ne sselt fou neure y-^^7te / huet man ys : 
alhuet he ys / fer he wyle by." 

J3E ZEVENDB BOj OP PREDE. 

The Seventh he zcueude bo? / of prede / ys / fol drede / and fole 

Dough of Pride is , , 

foul dread and ssame / huaue me let / wel to done / uor pe wordle / 
i. ^when one fet me ue by / yhyealde ypocrite / ne papelard / huer 
worTd' more than ^^6 dret more pQ wordle : fawne god. \)e ilke ssame / 
^^* com]) of kueade kucmynge / fet me wjde kueme / 

Thin sin is the uq kueade. And bcruore / is hy dojter of prede. and 

daughter of pride, ' r / ^ :> i 

and makeih men i,e zeueudc bo^ / heiHche. and makeb ofte / lete bet 

to forsake God and ^ 7/7 r i f 

please the world, guod to douc : and do ])et kuead / uor to kueme kuead- 
liche to pe wordle. 

If^hfSMtS**^ )?ET 0))ER HBAUED/oF )?E BE8TB OP HELLE. 

The second head Jjet ofer hcaued / of pQ kucacle beste : is enuie. 

of the beast is -, ■• / t / -r" • / • 

Envy, an adder Jjct IS pQ oddre / fet al / enuenymef. hnuic / is 
Env^iT"deaih'8 modcT / to J)e dyapQ. vor by pe enuie / of pe dyeule : 
td'^ri "Ivy com dyaf / to pe wordle / fet is pe zemie / fet me«t 
u^ worw.'™' '°*^ ^3*^ / niakef man / ilich pe dyeule : his uader. Tor 
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OF THE SIN OF ENVY. J,i 

J)e dyeuel / ne hatef / bote ofres guod. and ne louef / ^^^ ^ ^^ 
bote obres harm, and zuo deb / be enuious. be en- The envious man 

; \ \, , , dislikes to see tlie 

uious / ne may ysy / fet guod of ofren / nawmore / prosperity of other 
])awne J?e oule / ofer fe calouwe mous / fe bri3tnesse / j^°Mtheowiand 
of fe zonne. )?e ilke zewne / hi7/i to-delj) / ine fri brightnS^o^/the 
bo^es / he3liche. Vor fe ilke ze/me / anuenyme)) / xTi's sin is divided 

alberuerst / be herte / of be ennions. and efterward / into three boughs. 
r I r I r / It poisons, i. tiie 

bane moub and efterward / be workes. be herte of be i»eart, 2. the 

-^ . / ' ^ ^ mouth, 8. the 

enuious / ys enuenymed / and suo miswent. fet he ne works or man. 

i , , , /. 1 1 •! v- . • . / The envious heart 

may / o))re mamie guod / yzy / fet hit him ne uorfingf / cannot bear to look 

wyj?inne fe herte. and dem)) kueadhche. and >et he mT's^happlIiBs. 

yzijf / o)>er ))et / he yherf : nimf hit to kueade wytte / 

and of al / makef his harm, zuo moche / fet to f e 

herte / of J}e enuious / J)03tes uenimouses / of uals 

dom / bet me ne hise may telle. Efterward bawne / be when the envious 

' ^ *' TIT nian hearetli of 

enuious y-herf / ofer yzyf / ofremawne kued / huet ])et a»»other'8 mufor- 

hit by / ofer kuead of bodyo / ase dya)> / ofer ziknesse. poverty, &c., 

ojjsr kuead of auenture [hap], ase pouerte / ofer ad- 

iiersite. ofer kuead gostUch / ase hua/me he yherj) / fet 

zome / J)et me hyelde guode men : ys y-blamed / of 

zome vice. Of felliche finges / him gledef ine his ^« rejoiceth in his 

herte. Efterward / huawne he yzi^^p / ofer yherf / fe 

guod of ofren. by hit / guod of kende / ofer guod of 

hap / ober guod of grace / huerof we habbeb / aboue v- ^^ ™en'8 happi- 

\ y . , , ; / ness or Joy cause 

speke : fawne him comf / a zor3e to fe herte / fet he him to be sorrow- 

ne may by ine reste / ne maky glednesse / ne uayr 

semblant. Nou bou mi^t ysy / bet be venimouse herte / Thus the envious 

; L J . . »»eart sinneth in a 

of pe enuiouse / zene^ef generaluche : me fn maneres. threefold manner, 
ine ualse demynges. ine awar^ede glednesse. ine worse 1. in false deem- 
zor^ea alsuo he zene'^Gp by ))e moufe. Vor hit be- g. in wicked giad- 
houe)) / fet zuich w>ai / yerne by fe teppe : ase fer ^in worse sor- 
is / ine be tonne. And uor bet / be herte / wes uol of *"«^- 

IT r I r I He sinneth also by 

uenym : hit behouef / fet hit Dieape / out be fe moufe. the mouth, 

P _ , . , .for ills heart be- 

panne of fe mo[wJ]>e / of fe enmous / comef out / fn ing fuii of venom, 
mancre wordes uenimouses. huerof spekf dauif / ine the the^Xuth.^in the 
sautere. )?et " )>e mou)) / of fe enuious : is uol of cor- ^°"" **^ *^"^* 
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28 THE VENOM OP THE ENVIOUS. 

MttometMi.and singe / and of biterhede / an of bezuykynge." Of 
corsynge : uor jte guodes of ofren / he missayf / and 
hise lesse)) / alsemoche / ase he may. Of byterhede : 
uor J)e kueades / of ofren / he hise moref / and areref / 
be his mi3te. Of bezuykyinge. vor al fet he yu'^f / ofer 
yherj? : he went hit to kueade / and hit demf / ualslyche. 

The envioTw hath Efterward / fo enuious / hep fri maneres / of uenim 

throe manners of. ,, i-i./. */ -i. ^ i 

venom In doeda. me dede : ase he hef / ine mouf e / and ine herte. 
uor kende / of J)e enuious : is to wif dra3e / and uor to 
destrue / be his mi3te : alle guod / by hit lite / by hit 
The envious man lesse / by hit uoldo. Jeanne is he / of fe kende / of fe 
uak, no jfreenness baselycoc. UOT uo greuhede / ne may yleste / beuore 
m^iMt before ]^jj^ ^0 in gerse / ne in busse / ne in trauwe. )?anne 
Corn has three ^7 f® godspelle : fet com hef j>n stas.* uor hit is uerst 
JJ^'JJ^*]JJg" ase i»e gerse / efterward : ine yere. efterward / is uol of 
wISd it u'ftm^Jf ^^ / ^^ ^ ^P^* Akuo fer byef zome / \>et habbej) 
fruit. guod ginninge / wel uor to libbe / and to profiti / and 

1. The envious bye)) ase ine gerze. pQ ilke / him payncj? / j>Q enuious / 
5^ch the begin- uoT te kueuche / yef he may. J)e oJ)re bye]) / ase ine 
tXJ^""" yere / fet wel floure> / ine guode / and profitej). by hit 
a?*H"triesto ^ S^^ ' ^IP^^ ^ f® wordlo. and \>o rebelej) / fe enuyous / 
slander and to ,jQp ^^ sseudo / and to destrue : be hys mijte. be obre 

destroy those ' J 7 / r 

flourishing in byef uol-mad / and ine grat stat / and dof moche guod / 
[Foi. 8. a.] to god / and to fe wordle. Vor fet guode los / to 
row Ld bifJ™*^ abatye : and hyre guodes to lo3y / J)e enuious agrayfef / 
i^SibSTed" in aUe his gynnes. Vor >e more / fet J)e guodes bye), 
goodness. greate : be more zor^eb / be enuious. bis zenne / is zuo 

This sin is very ^ '^ 7 r i r » i 

perilous, and pmlous : J>et ouneajje / me may / come / to ri3te uor- 

against the Holy . 

Ghost. f enchinge. Vor f et hi ys cowtranous / to ))e holy goste / 

He who sinneth j)et 18 welle / of alle guode. And god zay)) / ine his 
Gh<«t shall nei- spelle / ))et huo ]jet zene3e)) / aye fane holy gost : he ne 
this woriiTm^in ssel ueuro habbe merci / ine J?ise wordle / ne ine fe 
thu*in*IirmS"be ^\^' ^^^ ^® zene3ej) / of his 03ene kueadnesse. and me 
repented of. gg^l ine f et / hollyche onderstonde. Vor fer ne is / 
no zewne zuo grat : ))et god ne uoryef J) / ine fise 

^ 8tape9 f 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SINS AGAINST THE HOLY GHOST. 29 

wordle / yef man him uorjjing)) / and byt merci / uor There i8 no sin bo 
|>e zewne. fet werre)) / be his nii3te / fe grace / of J)e d^Vot*fo^ve 
holy gost. ine fet he werrej) / o>remawne guod gostlich / ll^^^fo/^^*"* 
ase j>e yewes / werrede Jesu crist / uor j>e guodes / f et ™«"^- 
he dede. 

pE ZBiVNEN AYE J)B HOLY GOST. 

And J)ou sselt ywyte / f et fer byej) zix zewnes / \>ei The six aim 
bye]) specialliche / ayens fe holy gost. J?et is to wy- Qhost. 
tene / ouerweninge. fet make]) to moche sprede / J)e merci i- Overweening, 
of our Ihorde / and litel prayze]) / his ri3tuolnesse. and 
]>eruore / zene^ejf moche uolk / ine hope. J5e ofer is / ^i- wanhope (de- 
wanhope. fet benime]) god / his merci / as ouerweninge : 
his ri3[t]uolnesse. J)e J)ridde is / wyjjjjstowdinge. fet is / ni. opposition 
.hardnesse of herte. huawne man / is y-hert / ine his heart). 
kueadnesse / fet me ne may / him wende / and na^t ne 
wyle / hym amendi. j)e uerj)e is / onworJ)hede / of nr. Despite of 
penonce. pet is huanne man / ordaynej) ine his herte / tence). 
bet he / him ne ssel najt uorbenche / his zenne. be v. striving 

./. . / . I /. 1 1 . agidnst the Holy 

vitte 18 / to wem fe grace / of J)e holy gost : me oj^ren. Ghost in others. 

J)e zixte is / to werri zofnesse / be his wytinde / and vi. warring 

specialliche / pe zof nesse / of fe cristine beleaue. Alle especially agiinst 

J)ise zewnes / byeJ) aye pQ guodnesse : of J)e holy gost. uef. 

and byeJ) / zuo greate / pet onneafe / come]) to ri3te uor- againsTthe ho^ 

fenchinge. and J^eruore / hjep hy / onneafe uoryeue. ^^Jnot'to S 

repented of. 
]5E J5RIDDE HEAUED OP pE KUBADB BESTS. 

be bridde heaued / of be beste / is hate. Ac bou The third head of 

,, , , . ; I . . . theevll heart 1« 

sselt ywyte / pet per is an hate / fet is uirtue. fet pe hate, 
guode man hef / aye Jjet kuead. An o])re / ])et is zewne u virtuous, but 
wel grat. fet is felhede / of herte. huerof comef / uele ne88)^f hearTia a 
bojes. and he3liche : uour. by pe uour werreres / Jjet ^Ha^ hu 
pe feloun hef. }>e uerste is / to hiTTi-zelue. uor huanne xhe^'I^tot'iS'^' 
man / him berf hate / to f e torment / and pe zaule / J^^^fto^^*" 
and J)et body / zuo ))et man / ne may slepe ne none menthekniahim. 
reste habbe. 0))erhuyl / him be-nimf fane mete / and 
))tine drinke. and inakef him ualle / ine ane feure / 
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30 THE THIRD HEAD OF THE BEAST. 

ofer ine zuiche zor^e : fet he nim)) / fane dyaf. J)et is 

a ver / pet waste]) / alle fe guodes / of fe house. Jje 

The 2nd i8 with obre weiTO / bet be feloun heb : bet is to gode. Vor 

some fiickncss or wTcfe / and felounye / op-beref / and nimj) zuo / ofer- 

of friends,' Ac huyl / pQ herte of J?e felle / uor zome aduersit6 timlich / 

ofer nor ziknesse / ofer uor dyaf / of urendes. oJ)e[r] uor 

zome inisual / fet his wyl / ne . is na3t y-do : J>et ha 

grochej} / aye our Ihord. and euele ])onke)) god / and 

his lial^en / and zuerej) / and blasfeme)) / aye god / and 

The srd is with his hal3en. )?e fridde werre / ))et fe wrejjuolle hef. is 

under him,-hi8 to fan j ])et byef onder him. fet is / to his wyue / and 

hold. to his mayn6. ;Vor fe man / is oferhuyl zuo out / of 

He Sateth his ^^^ wy tte : fet ha beat / and smit / and wyf / and chil- 

I^db^eth ^to <lren / and ma>Ti6. and brek)) potes / and coppes / ase 

J^re'^Jtofhi^*** ha were / out of his wytte. and zuo ho is. )?e uer)>e / 

wits. ig werre / wvb-oute / to his nejy bores / and to liis 

The 4th is war I Jf I V / 

with his neigh- nixte / fet byef alle / aboute him. And of fise bo3e / 
Of this bough wexeb zeue smale bojes. Vor huanne wrebe arist /be- 

springeth 7 emaU '^ ^ . ,.,./, 

twigs: tuene tuay men : fer is uerst chidiwge / and fanne 

2. Wrath. 8. Dis- WTeJje / fet blef)) ine herte. effterward / ^vTe|>e. eftor- 
Tstlife. 5. Desire Ward / comf ofte strif. efter wylninge of wreche. efter- 
S.^M!IS^SIighter. ^ard / oferhuil mansla^te. and efterward / oferhuil 
7. Deadly war. ^i^erro dyadlich / be-tuene J)e urendes / huerof com]) / 
ofte / to moche kuead / and perils / fet ne mo3e / na3t 
War produces "by amended. Vor huawne ber is werre / betuene tuaye 

many horrors, as 

the death of many men : hit vualb ofto / bet ber byob moche uolke dyade / 

Innocent folk, the J Y I Y Y J Y J I 

destruction of hot uo habbeb nowno gelt, chorchen tobroke. tonnes 

churches, the '^ r o 

burning of towns, uorbomd. abbeyes. priories, hemes destrud / and 

the ruin of bams, 

the disinheritance mou / and wyfmon / and children deserited / and 

and exile of men. 

women, and y-exilcd. and londes destrud. and to moche / of obre 

children, lands 

destroyed, &c. harmcs / fet bye)) y-do / be Jje oncheyson / of fan / Jjet 
hi bye)} yh6alde / uor to amendi / Jjet / J)is purchace]). 
and J)e Ihord / and alle fo / fet bye)) to ham helpinde. 
an ine zuyche nyede. and feruore hy bye)) / ine greate 
balance / of hyre hel])e / of zaule. uor hi ne mo3e 
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amendi / ne yelde : J)e harmes / )>et hi liabbef ydo. and 
liit behouoj) yelde : ofer hongy. 

J5B UEBJJE HEAUED OF j)E KUEADE BESTE OF HELLK 

bet uerbe heaued / of be wyckede beste / is onlust- tho fourth head 

,,,.,,,, , , . , of the wicked 

nede. pet is onlosthede / and tyene to do weL pis ze?nie / beast of heii is 

-. . lit 1-1 •• disinclination to 

his a to kuead rote / fet kest / uele kueade bo3es. pis do good, and a 

onlosthede / fet is sleufe / makef fet man he]) / kueade e!^^*"*** 

aginnynge / and more kueade / amendiwge / and to ™^ed"iS)t that 

wors endi/ige. Kueade anginnynge / hef pQ sleuuolle : ^'^J^, """^ ®^'^* 

be zix zennes. be uerste is bonneliche. huayine be man ^^o^ii makes men 

^ * have bad begin- 

louef lite / and Iheucliche oure Ihord / Jjet he ssolde ning, bad amend- 

ing, and worse 

louye / bemindehche. and J)erof com)) / pet he is / fyeble ending. 

and Iheuc / to alle guodes / to done. Jje ojjer is lovetu our Lord 

ar^nesse / pet is tyene / of hcrte / fet is fet bed / to pe ^"rmi^ " ^ 

dyeule / huerine / he him restejj / and zayf to pe mawne / ^^ Igi^^^"^ ^ 

and to be wyfina/tne. ' bu best y-by / to zofte y-draje do penance, and 

^ ^ *^ , .' , 7 falleth into the 

uorj}. fou art to fiebble / of cowipleccioun. pou ne mi3t lusts of the flesh. 

, . J 1 J . [pe dyeules red : 

na^t do / fe greate penonces. fou art to tendre. pou to ]>e onio«ti.] 

ssoldest by anhaste dyad.' and feruore pe wrechche / 

him let ualle to done pe lostes / of his ulesse. }5e fridde s. The idle man is 

, , "111/ tempted by the 

is ydelnesse. fet is a zenne / fet (lep moche kuead / ase devu orattotiunk 

zayj) / pe wrytinge. Vor huanne pe dyeuel / uynt fane ^^da ^d^™ 

man ydel : he bine def / to worke. and dej) him uerat / S>?heri^.tnd 

)>enche kuead. and efterward / to wylni uileynies / J^ '^'"'® ^"* 
ribaudyes / lecheries / and his time lyese / and manye 
guodes / ))et he mi^te do. huerof / he mi3te wynne 

paradis. J)e uerjje is / heuinesse. huawne J?e man / is ♦• The heavy man 

zuo heui / fat ne louef / bote to ligge / and resti / and and siepe. 

slepe. oferhuil hy byef / yno3 awaked / to nyedes / lo^e four masses 

fet hi hedden leuere / lyese vour messen : fawne ane ^^^ '^®'*' °^ * 

zuot / ober ane slep. be vifte is / wyckednesse. bet is B.Thewickedsiug- 

' ^ / . ' ^^ / gard will not try 

hua/ine pe man / hf ine zewne / and yyelf pe uondinges / to amend hi* evu 
of pe dyeule / and of his ulesse / fet hi7?i asaylej? / and ^^^*' 
bo ri3te kueadnesse : nele arero fet heucd to gode / bo 
zor3e / ne grede / liarou be ssrifte. no arcro J)c honden. 
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32 OF SLOTH AND P0RGETFULNES8. 

[PoL 9. a.] be eatisfacioun. [dedbote]. pe ilke anliknef / fane 
He ia like the! ssrewe / bet heb leuere rotye / in a prison / uoul / and 

shrew, who would .... t •, -, i o a i i^ i' 

rather rot in stinkinde I fanne to nabbe / J)e pyne of stapes / to cliue 
Sie*troubi^ ^ uor bis outguoinge. )?e zixte / is litel wyl [ar^nesse]. 
dtab out by j^^ j^.g^ ^^^^ I ^^^^ ^^ I j^^ iiebbe)) drede / of na3t / 

lito^^'dr^. P^^ ^® ^^^^ I ^^3* aginne / wel to done, uor hi babbef 
*^fOT^*til^ drede fet god / bam wyle fayly / fet is J>e drede / of ))e 
God will fall meteres. ])et babbef drede / of bare metiTiges. \>o 
This iB the dread anliknef fan / fet ne dar na3t guo / ine fe pefe uor fane 
that are terrified snegge / fet sseawef bim bis bomes. And to fe cbilde / 
la iBUketh(^* fet ne dar na^t guo bis way / uor J)e guos fet blauf . 
^^^LHoffelJ of J^ise byef fe zix vices / fet benymef fe manne / 
rfii^^ ** fr^* f 8^^^ giwnynge. Vor of re zix vices / ne may f e sleawolle 
a goose that blow- babbe guod agiunynge / of er amendement. J)et byef 
There are six vices tecbcbes / of kuead seiiout / f et makef / fet non guod 
boginnbig and man / ne ssel bis onderuonge / in to bis sendee / buawne 
amen en. heissleuuoL [ontrewe.] onssriucL^ uoryetinde. slak. and 
Untruth. The fallinde. be uerste vice is / ontreube. Vor buanne 

sinner believes the ' ' ■' 

devil rather than god / zet ine f e berto of man / guod wyl / wel to done : 

[J5e dyeuies red : f awue comf f 6 dyeuel / and bim zayf / * f ou bit sselt 

wel / recouri / f ou art yong / and Strang / f ou sselt 

libbe long.* and zuo be bim / onwonef f e dyeuel wel 

Sloth. This is a uoT to douo. Efterward / comb sleube. uor be / bet 

vice that all are ,,/,,,. , • . i / 

beamuttedwith. wel def / and def bit auerst : bit nis no wonder / fa3 

be bit do / sleuuollicbe. Jjet is a uice huerof al f e 
Few folk are as wordle is besmot. buo fet nimf wel bede. Vor lite 
arehoidentobe. uolk fer byef / fet by dibgent / ine fet bi byef / 

ybyealde to done / auorye god / and hire nixte. 
ForgetfWneas. Efter sleauf e / is uoryetinge. Vor buo fet ys 

loth to shrive, and sleauuol .* oftc uoryet. Vor fise tuo zennes / of uoryet- 
ws rim^ ynge '- bit yualf ofte / fet be ne can bim ssriue. Vor 

buanne f e man / is sleuuol / him to ssriue : be uoryet 
True shria is ne- lus lackes / and bis zewnes / fet is grat peril Vor non 
^^^ ^ ^^ ne may babbe / uoryeuenesse : wyf-oute / zofe ssrifbe. 

fet berf / uorf encbinge / of berte. beknaulecbinge / of 
* onsiHuen? 
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THE PERIL OF SLACKNESS. 33 

moufe / bojsamnesse / ine dede / bet is amendinge : and w»d produces re- 

, J, pentance, confes- 

aedbote. per ne ys non zuo guod man / pet yef he »ion, obedience, 
yze3e wel / his 03ene lackes / fet he ne ssolde uynde / IJJ^^action*" 
yno^ uor to zigge eche daye / ine his ssrifjje. Ac sleufe. 
and uoiyetinge : blende]) f e zene^eres. f et hi ne zyej) 
najt ine Je hoc / of hire inwytte. 

)?E PERIL OF 8LACNES8E. The perU of Black- 

ness. 

Efterward / comb slacnesse / bet comb / of be de- slackness cometh 

-^/«, /, «, , '. of default of cour- 

taute / of herte / and of kiieade wone. Jet bint zuo ageandofevu 

j)ane man / f et onneaj^e / he him yefj) / to done weL 

oberhuil hit comb / of onconnyndehede : and of fole sometimes it 

' ' oomesofignorance 

hete. huerby pe man / op let zuo his herte / and his and offoui heat. 

body / be uestinges. and be wakinges. and by ofre 

dedes. zuo pet he ualf ine fyeblesse / and ine zuiche 

ziknesse : J>et he ne may na3t trauayly / ine godes 

sendee, and to-ualf / ine pa slacnesse / J>et he ne hej> 

smak / ne deuocion / wel to done. Efterward / comb Afterwards com- 

' ' ' ^ eth weariness, 

werihede / j)et make]? Jjane man / weri / and worsi / that maketh man 

uram daye / to daye / al-huet he is / al recreyd / and 

defayled. And fis is / pe zixte vice / of pe kueade 

sergonte. f et he faylef / er fan he come / to fe ende / 

o])er to his terme. And me kan zigge : huo f et seruef / 

and na^t uol-seruej) ; his ssepe / he lyest. 

\)E 6 POYN8 OF 8LBU]9E : )?ET BRBNGbJ) MAN TO HIS Tlie six points of 

sloth that bring a 
ENDE. naan to death. 

And yet eft / per byef / zix poyns / kueade. huerby 
sleube / brengeb man / to his ende. be uerste is / ^- Disobedience, 

r I o r I * I asseenlnareluct- 

onbojsamnesse. huanne pe man / nele do / fet me him ance to do pen- 
ance. 
zayj) / ine penonce. ofer me him hat zomfing / fet 

him fingj) hard, he him excuse]) : fet he hit ne may ^^ox, 9. b] 

do. o})er yef he hit onderuangj) : he hit def / ofer litel / 

ober na^t. be ober poynt / is inpacience. uor ase he ne «. impatience of 

r ^ 9^ r r J I r control and cor- 

may / no J>ing bere / be bo3samnesse. he ne may polyej rection. 
be paciense. zuo fet non / ne dar to him speke / of his 

3 
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34 THE FIFTH HEAD OF THE BEAST. 

8. onidging or guode. J?e f ridde / is grochynge. Vor huanne me 
against good ad- spekb to him / uor his guode : he him wrebeb / and 
4. Sorrow and gTochej). and him f ingj) : J>et me him onworJ>eJ). and 

weariness of life, i / . * • / • a 

which leads to the ferof he ualj) / in-to 20130 / fet IS / J)e uer])e vice. An zuo 

moche / him ouergeJ> / fe ilke 20130 / fet al / fet me 

him zayj> / al fet me him def / al fet he yherj> / al fet 

he zi3)) : al hit him tienej). and zuo he ualj) / in-to 

20130 / and into tyene to libbe / zuo J>et him-zelf / him 

6. Desire of death, hastej / and wylnef / his dyaj). and J>is is fe vifte vice. 

«. Despair is the Efter alle ))ise 2or3Uolle poyns of sleuj^e / him yefj) Je 

■troke; dyeuel / fane strok dyadlych / and dej) him / into 

it causes a man to "vranhope. beruoro he porchaceb / his dyab / and him- 

oommit suicide. ^ T r r I J r i 

2elue / sla3j>. ase despayred. and him yefjj / alle kuead- 
nesses / to done / and him ne dret na3t / to do 2enne / 
huet fet hit by. To 2uich ende / let sleaufe* Jane man. 
Jjise byej). xviij. poyns. fet J)e dyeuel / frauj / ope J>ane 
sleuuolle. hit ne is no wonder / }p^ he lyese J)et geme. 

The fifth head of ^^ ^^™ HEAUED OP J?B BESTE. 

the boast is the w yjfte hcaued / of be beste / beuore y-2ed. is the 

am of avarice and '^ i T I J 

oovetousness, the zewno / of auarico / and of couaytyse / bet is rote / of 

rootofallevlL n i i i « • / 

This is the great alle kueado. ase zayjj zaynte pauL pet is j)e maystresse / 
and teacher of all. j>et hoj) / ZUO greate scolc / J>et alle guoj Jrin / uor to 
theMhS**of*" lyemi ase zayf / J)e wrytinge. Vor alle manere of 
8mS**k5^^ uolk / studiej) ine auarice/ and greate / and smale. kinges. 
lates, ciOTks, lewd prelates, clerkes. an lewede. and religious. Auarice / 
Avarice is disor- .is disordeuo louc. ZUO disordeuo / him ssewej) / in fri 
Bhowetr ueSf in maneres generalliche. ine wynnynge : boldeliche. ine of- 
i^*!^^^. healdinge: streytliche. ine spendinge : scareliche. J)ise 
8. stii^i^!^' ^y^f )^® f^ ^^3^ pnncipales : J>et of fise rote wexej>. 
Of the root of Ac spccialliche / and propreliche / of ])e rote of 

many small roots auarico / guoj) out / mauye smale roten. Jet byej / wel 
deadij^si^ gTcate / dyadlicho zennes. J)e uerste is gauelinge. Jje 
i-'S^;//*""** ofer / ])yef|)e. J)e Jridde / roberye. J)e uerje / chal- 
6. 8^1^.°* ^^^®- ^^ ^^^ / sacnlege. J)e zixte / symonye. )3e 
e. Simony. zeucude / kuedhedes. J?e e3tende is / ine chapfare. Jje 

^ MS. sseauje 
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ne^ende is / wycked creft. J)e tende is / ine kuade 7. wickedneM. 
uolke. And ech of J>ise smale roten / liim to-delj) / 9. wicked craft, 
ine uele manyeres. lo.wickedg^ne.. 

Jjawne po uerste rote / pet is gauelinge. Idin to- i- ^""^ *^ ' 
delb / ine zeuen / outkestinges. Vor ber byeb / zeue there are 7 kind* 

' ' ' ' ofasuren. 

manere gaueleres : lenynde. pet lenej zeluer. uor ojiren. 

And aboue be catel : nimeb be hejbes. ober ine pans, some lenders 

, r r 7^ i- r (mortgageee) lend 

oj)er me nors. ofer me com- ober ine wyn. oper ine silver in return fbr 

fi A . cattle, com, and 

fmt of pe grounde / jjet hi nimej) / ine wedde dyade. fruit* of the 

wyjH)ute rekenynge / J>et frut ine paynge. And fet *™"" 

wors ys : hi wyllej) rekeny tuyes. ojjer fries jjet yer. uor 

to do arise fet gauel. and wyllej) / yet habbe yef jjes 

aboue / uor eche terme. .and makeb / ofte / of be gauel : ^«y '*^^y *»- 

/ ' r / / r crease the rate of 

pnncipale dette. J?ise byej> gaueleres kueade / and interest 
uoule. Ac J)er is anofer lenere corteys. jjet lenejj / The courteous 
wyjK)ute chapfare makiinde. alneway in he3inge. withoutdiAbr. 
oj)er ine pans, ojer ine hors. ofer ine coupes of 
gold opQT of zeluer. opeT robes. opeT tonnen mid 
wyn / ojer ine uette zuyn. sendees ulessliche. of hors. [Foi. 10. a.] 
of carten. oJ>er prouendres to ham / oj)er to hare child- 
ren. OpQT ine of re f inges. and oueral to gauel / huanne 
me hit nim]) / by J>e skele / of pe lone. Jjis is pe uerste 
manere / of gauelynge / Jet is ine leninge kueadliche. 
pe opTe manere / of gauelynge / is ine fan / fet ne 2. The second 
lenef n^^t / to hare persone. ac f et hire uaderes / and fe ^the^thhoiding 
uaderes of hare wyues / ofer hare eldringes / habbef ^'p^^'^**®- 
yporchaced / be gauelinge. hit of hyealdef and nollef 
hit na3t yeldej \>e fridde manere of gavelinge. is ine s. The third 
ham / fet habbef onworf / to lene of hire hand : ac hi master money- 
dof lene / hare sergons. of er of re men / of hire pans. ^^"^^ the 
pise byef f e mayster gaueleres. Of f e ilke zewne ne f^^^^ ^ "^ 
byef na3t fe he3e men quit / f et hyealdef and sostenef the Jews, 
iewes and f e caorsins. f et lenef / and destruif / f e con- 
traye / and hy nymef f e medes / and f e greate yeff es / 
and of erhuil / f e ronsounes / f et byef of f e guodes / 

i». 1^ . I • • ■* /.A*. The fourth kind 

of fe poure. pe uerfe manyere / ls me ham / fet ia in those that 
3 • 
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lend other men's leneb / of obreiiianne zelure / oberboneb / to litel cost: 

silver obtuined at ^ ' ' . . 

Fmaii cost, so as uoi' to loiie / to g?*atter cost. )?ise bye)) / litle gauel- 
iniereet. eres / bet Ivemeb / zuych uoul creft. be vifte manere 

It is the Uttlc . , . , i. I t , / 

usurer that teach- IS / me cheapfare / nuanne me zelj) / fet fmg. nuet fet 

craft. liit by : more fawne hit by worf / uor fane time, an 

a tw^'for m"re f^^ ^^^ ^^ I f® time-zettere ontre^ve. huawne he yzi3)) 

Srttaie.''**'^^'^ fet uolk / mest nyeduoL J>anne wyle he zelle / fe 
derrer tuyes / ofer fries zuo moche / fane fet fing / by 

1. The chaflferert woif . Zuych uolk / dof to moche kuead. Vor hire 
high men to time-zcttingc / hi destruejj / and makef beggeres / fe 
^^® ^* kny3tes : and fe he3emen / fet uol^ef fe tomemens. 

2. They lend and fet hy betakef / hyre londes / and hare eritage / ine 
which they know wed. and dead wed / bet na^t him ne aquvtteb. be 

will not be re- , . . / -i J r i' 

deemed. ofie zene ej) / to begge fe finges / ase com. ofer wyn. 

8. They buy things ober obeibing / lesse be be haluedele / banne hit his 

at half their yalue * r f ^ i f it 

and aeu them worb. uoF be pans / bet he payb beuore. and banne / 

twice or thrice the , . „ , f , , / 

dearer. hit zellej) / ham ayen / tuyes zuo moche / of er fries : f e 

derrer. )?e of re beggef f e f inges / huawne hi byef lest 

4. They buy com worb to greate cheape / ine herueste / bet com. ine uen- 

cheap, and sell It '^ ^ ° ^ ' ' '^ 

when it is scaroe; dougingc : fet wyn. ofrc cheapfares uor to zelle ayen / 

and they desire ,,,.,, , 

the dear Ume so al-huct hi bycf / mest dicre. and wilnef / fane dyere 

as to sell the ,• i , ^^ -i «. / 

dearer. time / uoT to zclle f e derxer. pe of re / fet com agerse. 

and>'ine8 ina**™ f® viues in flouriiige / hua7me fet hi byef / of uaire 

diUOT**^ **"■ ssewyngo. be zuiche uorwerde : fet hi habbe / huet cas 

Si SSr ^T^i yualle : hire catel sauf. Jje zixte mane^-e / is of fan / 

di»«- fet takef hire pans to marchons / be zuo fet hi by 

uela3e / to f e wynnynge. and na3t to fe lere. of er fet 

hi betakef / hire bestes / to f e haluedele / be zuo fet hi 

by / of fer pris. fet is to ziggo / fet yef hi stemef / 

ine mene-time : do ofre ine hare stede / ase moche 

7. They take ad- worb. be zcueude manure / is ine ban / bet dob / hare 

vantage of the ne- _ / . , / 

cessities of their pouTC ne33eboures / ine hare nyedes. and uor fet hi 
habbef / ham y-lend / a lyte zeluer. of er com. of er ydo 
zome cortaysye. And huawne hy hise yzef poure / and 
nycduol : f anne makef hy / mid ham / marcat / to do 
hire niedes. and fe pans / fet hi token beuore / to fe 
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poiire manne. ober him lende / a lite corn. / hi habbeb ^^^ ^^« ^^i*®- 

' ' ' ' penny worth of 

Jri panewor]>es of worke : uor ane peny. work for a penny. 

1^ , [Fol. 10 b.J 

pE OPER BO3 OF C0UAYTI8E. 

J5e ofer bo3 of auarice : ys J>yef ))e. J>et is nyme / ofer The second bough 
of healde / obre mawne binges / wvb wrong / and onwy- theft, that ia, to 

•1/1 1, / /» 11 1 take and withhold 

tinde / and wyJ)-oute wylle / of pe Ihorde. And fet me other men's good* 
may do / ine uour maneres be J>e manire of J>yeues. Vor Four kinds of 
fer ys : a fyef open, and a fyef ywre3e. a jjief pmie. l^o^' 2. covert. 
anda],yefuela3e. L^^^- *' ^^ 

J5e fyef co7?imun / and open / byej) po / fet be i- The open thief 
zuiche crefte / libbej>. of huam me dej> dom / huanne when caught, 
me hise nymf. Of znichen f er byejj / uele maneres. 
ine londe / and ine ze. be byef y-wre?e / is bet stele b *• Thesiytwef 

' ' rJ J ) I r r etealeth in comers 

ine halkes / and ywry^eliche greate finges / ojjer great or smau 
little / be hire vi3tinge. of er be traysoun. ojjer be treason, or craft, 
queayntise. 

J)e pnue J^yeues byef fo / f et ne stele]? na3t / of s. The privy twef 
oncoufe. ac of priues. And of znichen : fer byef / of 
greate / and of smale. J5e greate / byef of f e kueade / and The great one* are 

vuc r©6V08j pro* 

fe ontrewe reuen. prouos. and bedeles. and seruons. vosu, beadles, and 

servants 

fet stelef / fe amendes. and wyfdra3ef fe rentes / of that steal fines and 

-i. Ill 11 . /. ii I* hold back the rents 

hire Ihordes. and rekenef more / me dedes. and me ©f their lords, 
spendinge. an lesse / ine onderuonginge. and ine 
rentes. Zuyche byef / fe greate officials / fet byef / They make the 
ine f e house / of riche men- fet makef f e greate spend- and the income 

small, 

inges. and yeuef largcliche / fe guodes of hare Ihordes / and are uberai 
wyf -oute hare w}i;ende / and wj'f -oute hare wylle. ter-s good's."*"^ 

To bise zewne belongeb / be zennes of be wyue. bet To this sin belong 

^ o r / i- r J r the sins of the wife 

def ziio moche / be hare zewne / fet f e children / fet hi who wrongeth her 
wot wel / fet hi hef / be spousbreche' : berf away fe breach, 
kende. Zuych is f e ze/^ne / of f e wyue fet f e guodes / *"<* ^J.** ^^^'^ 
of hire Ihorde stelf. uor to yeue / hare kenne. ofer uor give to her wn. 
to done / into kuead us. And of ham / of religion / 
fet byef 03eneres. uor hi behotef to libbe / ^vy[f]-oute 
o3ninge. 
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The uttie thievw j)e oJ>re byej) / fe little fyeues. J>et stelef / ine )>e 
wine, their neigh- liOTise : bread, wyn. an ofre Jinges / huyche \>et hi 



henfl,"Md*^«rden ^y. ofer of hire ne^ebores. hire capons, hewnen. frut 

'^'* of hire gardins. oJ>er o]>re finges / huet )>et hit by. 

Such are those Zuyche byej) Jo / pet ofhyealdeJ> / J>e finges / )>et hi 

theyflnd,knowing vindej). and wytej wel / huas fet hi byej). and nollef hise 

to^omitbe- ^^^ yelde. VoT yef fe vinst / and nc^t ne yelst : Jou 

^g rd taow ^^ 8*el8t. And >aj hi ne wyte / huas J>et hi byef : hi 

not the owner, we ^e ssolle / nwt bemore / hit ofhealde. ac hi ssollen do 

most take the ad- / ~7 r / 

▼ice of Holy be Je rede / of holy cherche / oJ>er be hire ssiifte- 

Chorch. 

uaderes. 
4. The thief pQ Jjyeues be uelajrede / bye J J>o / J>et partej / of )>e 

taketh of the theft fyeffe / oJ>er uor nela^rede / oJ?er by yeffe / oJ)er be 

either by gift or _ . , _,_ _ . . 

purchaM;hecon- begglnge. ofer me ofre manyeie. Mterward / po pet 

eth,anddefendeth consentej) / ofer rede J) / ofer hoti]> / hit do. And fo 
j)et defendej) J>e f yeues / ofer sostenej his / in hare 
queade / ojjer his onderuongeJ> / in to hare house / o)>er 
in to his londe / mid hare fyef Je. Efterward / fe 

The corrupt judge kueade domesmen / J>et hise sofirej). ojjer be yef j>es. 

,ory. ofer be biddynges. ofer be ofre kueade skele. and 

nolleJ>. ofer ne dorre / ri3t do. 

J)E JjRIDDB BO3 OF AUARICB. 

m. The third J^® J>ridde bo3 of auarice : is roberye. \>et hep 

to*robbe**^ thl!t ** ^®^® smale roten. pe uerste is / ine kueade exequitours / 
hath many imaU of bckuydes. J)e ofer is / ine kueade lordes / by he 
1. Evil executors kuy^t / oJ>er opBT / fet bo-ula^ej) / pe poure men : J>et 
hi ssolden loki. be tayles. be tomees. be lones. be 
«. unftdthftii kueade wones. be amendes. be breapnynges. ober be 

guardianship. . 

ofre wones / ]>et hy zechej. ofer be])enchej) / hou hi 

mo3e habbe / of hiren. Ine J>ise zewne byej> / pe greate 

Unlawful pomes- pnucos. ober baiouns. bet be hare strengbe / nimeb be 

sion of other men's "*^^ '^ ^ ^T 1 r T 

casties, uinds, and cites. pQ castoles. p^ loudes. ])e baronyes. and fe oJ>re 
riche men / fet hare poure ne3eboures / benimej) mid 
8trengJ>e / londes / vines / oj)er oJ>re J>inges. and nimej) 
ary3thalf / and alefthalf / Jet no f ing / ne may ham 
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ascapie. Jje bridde is / ine robberes / and kueade her- s. wicked hw> 

, . ' booring of rob- 

Der3eres / J>et Derobbej) / pe pilgrimes / an J)e marchons / bert. 

and oj)re wayuerindemen. pe uerf e / is ine ham / fet 4. unpaid debu. 

nolle]) paye / pet hi ssolle. and pet hi of hea[r|dej) / mid 

wrong / j)e ssepes / of hare sergons. oper of ham / pet 

doj hare niedes. j)e viffce is/ine pise greate prela[te]s/J)et 5. Robbery of 

benime)) / and robbej / hire owderlinges / be to moche preutes, 

procnringe. ojer be zome onri^tuoUe niminges ]>et hi doj 

in to uele maneres. J)o bye J) pe wolues : Jet nrete)) pe who, like woivee, 

,.,.,. , . 1 , n devour the riieep. 

ssep. pe zixte is / me zuyche reuen. prouost. bedeles. e. Oppreedon of 
oJ>re mesteres men / huiche fet hy bye)), fet make)) pe pro^Si, anT^*** 
greate robbynges / and pe wronges / ope pe poure. and ****^* 
^gg^f / t^ greate eritages. J)er byej) zuo uele oJ>re 
maneres / of roberies : J)et long J)ing / hit were to zigge. 
ac zome bye]) y-contined / ope Jan / Jet byeJ yzed. 

)?E UERJ)E BO3 OF AUARIOE. 

Jje uerje bo3 of auarice / is acsynge. Jet is to yeme 'V- *"»« ^^^ 

opo* ojre / mid. wrong, to Jise zenne belonge J / al Jet ** faiw claim. 

barat. alle ualshedes. and alle gyles : Jet come J / ine Dame Avarice 

plait. Ine Jis clergie / hej dame auarice / uele scolers. schoiISB^n this 

and of clerkes : and of leawede. and specialliche / zeue 7*^^80? foil" 

manyeres of uolke. bet alle / bus studieb. J?e uerste ^^^ ^^^ ^^y- 

, , , /, /iT^ !*• ^*^ plaintiff* 

bye J / Je ualse playneres / Jet make J / Je ualse bezech- that seek corrupt 
inges. and zechej / Je ualse demeres. and lang time, and j^^ "^ 
Je ualse wytnesses. Je ualse playteres. Je ualse lettres **!^^^**^ 
uor to grem o Jren. and trauayle J Jet uolk / myd wrong, 
ober be cWstene cort. ober be leawede cort. be obre *• The pretended 

'^ ' ' exllee. 

byeJ / Je ualse yulemde / Jet vlyej. and na^t Jet / 

Jet rijt is. and zechej wyjsetti[n]gges and respit. uor 

to bynime Jren / hare o^en. J)e Jridde bye J/ Je ualse s. Faiae witnessei. 

wytnesses. Jise makej / Je ualse manages. Jise 

benime J / Je heritages. Jos do J / zuo moche kuead / 

and harmes / Jet non / ne may his amendi. and al Jis 

hi dob / be hare cnreate couaytise. \>e uerbe byeb / be *• ^^^ aocunens 

'^ ' ^ ^ ^ r "^ r I Y gugtaincrs of false 

ualse plaiteres / Jet onderuongej / an sostinet / Je causes, 
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ualse causes / be hare wytinde / and hise beclepiej) uor 

ssepe / and uor yeffes. jjet hi nymej) ari^thalf / and 

alefthalf. and ofte lyese / J>e guode playntes / be hare 

kueadnesse / oj^er uor onconynghede / ofer be sleawfe / 

i[A'h?] miswende)) fe ri^tes/and do3* alle Je wronges /uor 

mastert of guile, hare couaytise / ase fo jjet byef raaystres of gyle / and 

•ccuaation. . of coutak / and of be-uelynge. Jpe vifte. byej) / pe 

6. FaiM notaries, ualse notaryes / J>et make)) fe ualse letties. and ualsef 

\>Q celes. make]> fe kueade libelles. and to uele ojjre / 

6. False Judges, ualshcdcs. be obre byeb / be ualse demeres. bet 

whoarelnflnenoed / x ./ x / x x 

by lore or bj hate, ham zelue hongef / more of one half / fanne of anofre/ 

be yeffes / ofer be behotingcs / ofer bo byddinges / 

[Foi 11. bi* ^f®^ ^^^ ^^^®- ^K^ ^^^ wrefe / o)>er uor drede. and 

onbyndej) fe playntes / mid wrong. And dof maki pe 

greate costes / and nime)) / fe greate yef))es / oferhuyl / 

who seu their of J)e on : o]>erhuil / of J)o ofren / oJ>erhuyl /of on / 

and wrongfully and of obre. and zelleb / hare domes, ober ham / leteb 

usethepoor. * , , / / , / 

yworfe. And dof / to fe poure men / greate harmes / 

7. False coun- j)et hi uo mo3e araendi. J?e ofre byeJ) / f e kueade 

bezide-zitteres / J>et yeuef j>e kueade redes / to fe do- 
meres / and make)) lyese fe playntes : uor fe soruices / 
All the aforesaid Jjet hy habbej). Alle J)e persones / bouore yzed / byeJ) 
to restore what y-hyealdo to yelde / pet hi habbej) y-het kueadUche / of 
ftiUy w?thheWL°^ ofreu. and hare harmes / f et J)e ofre habbe)) y-het / 
be ham. 

J5E VIFTE BO3 OF AUARIOE. 

V. The flfih bough Jjq yifte boj of auaiice / is sacr/lece. Sacr/lej^e is : 

of avarice Is sacri- ' -^ / o o 

lege, that K to hua/me me biecb. ober blecheb. ober draib uouUiche / 

break or steal the . ^ '^ / 1 1 1 , 

things of Holy f holy fiuges. ofer pe men / of holy cherche. ofer 
J)e y-hal^ede stedea / f et byef apropred / to guodes 
seruise. and fet def do /ofte /couaytise ine uele manures. 

1. Abuieofthe Verst / huawue me dr^^p uoulliche / fet bodi of oure 

Lord's boiy. 

Ihorde / aze do]> fe ereges. and pe ^vychen. and pQ 
t. Abuse of the kueade prestes / uor to wynne. Alsuo ich ziiiQe I of 

other sacraments. r / J 00 / 

8. Destruc*»on or pe opTQ sacremens. Efterward / hua;ino me brecf / 
things. opeT stolj) / of CF diSi^p uoulUchc / f hal^ede f inges. 
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J)e crouclieii. fe calices. Je creyme. fe corporeaus. 
pQ yblissede uestemens. and ofre / yblissede Jiinges. 
Efterward / huanne me bemf. ofer brekj cherches. 4. Burning and 
o)>er holi stedes. cherchtoimes. ofer nous of relygioun. churches, reiigi- 
o)>er huanne me drajj) J>o / out / J)et vlej> to holy drawSgOTituioM 
cherche. oj)er into cherchtounes. uor toby y-boi^e. ^^^thllrein. 
Efterward / huawne me makej> medles / ine cherche / 5. Dispute* in 
zuo pet per ys / blod yssed. ofer huanne me def / S^i^']^^^ 
zenne of lecherie. Efterward / huanne me layj> hand / ^'^^^ '^oj^^ 
ine kueade / ine clerk, ober ine man / ober ine wyf- ^^^ on clerk or 

' ' ' ' man or woman of 

man / of religion. EftcTniv^ard huanne me stelj). ofer religion, 
her J) / be kueade skele / out of holy stede / yblissede blessed things 
J)inges / oj)er onblissede / huet J)et hit by. Of J^ise Th^e are not quit 
zennes / ne byej) na3t kuytte >o / >et J,e guodes of holy ^te'Xi. 
cherche. j)e patrcmoyne of lesu crist / despendej) of Holy church, 
ine kueade us. Ne bo nabemo / bet benimeb / ober of property of the 

' , . r ' f Church, orwho 

hyaldej) mid wro[n] g / ojjer mid strengjje. ofer withhold rents, 

hedejj pe Jinges / jjet byej apropred / to holy cherche. tithes. 

ojjer hise payef kueadliche. ase pe rentes. Jo of- 

frendes. pe tendes. and pe ofre ri3tes / of holy 

cherche. Of bise zelue zenne / ne byeb na^t kuytte / Th«y "™ "ot quit 

'^ I '^ * ^ " ' who break Sun- 

po fet brekej pe zondayes / and pe festes / fet bye J) to days and festivau. 
lokL Vor pe holy day / hef his vridom / ase habbej 
pe holy stedes. Jjise bye J) pe smale bo3es pei wexef of 
pe bo3e of sacrilege. 

J)B .Vj. BO3 OP AUARICE. 

be zixte boa of auarice / is symonye. bet is zuo vi. The sixth 

* ^ / J J r ^^^J^^ ^f avarice 

ycleped / uor ane wychche / fet hette Symoun / pet i« smiony. 
wolde begge / of seynte peter pe apostel / pe grace / 
uor to do miracles / and byad grat guod. and feruore / 
hi byej) y-cleped / Symoniaks : alle Jo / Jet wyllej simoniacs are 
zelle / ojer begge / pe gostliche Jinges. pei is amang / buy spiritual 
alle pe dyadliche zennes : on of pe grateste. And fes ^^jm^^ hath 
bo3 / hej) manie tuygges. \>e uerste is in ham / Jet J°*^|JiJ^^nj, 
zelle J / ojer beggej / Je holy ordres / ojer pet body of/ buying of holy 
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order*, or the Mr oure Ihorde / ober be ojre eacremens / of holy cherche. 

craments. 

2. Preaching for Jje ojer is ine ham / Jet zellej / godes word, and pre- 
' chej) pnncipalliche / uor pans, pe Jridde is ine ham / 

8. PurchaMngand t^^ ^ yefjjes / ofer be behotinges / oj)er be biddingges 
^^^Sjtti^if ^^^^^^^1^® / o fer ulessUche / make)) zuo moche / fet hy / 
Holy c?hurch. ofer ojre : byej ichose / to dyngnetes of holi chercha 
ase byej) bissoprichea abbayes. ofer denyes. ojer 
4. Giving away ofre dingnetes / J>et me makej> / be chyezinge. pe uerfe 

for gifts, oc., the 

beneftoeaof Holy is ine ham / j)et be yeff^es / ofer be behotinges. ofer be 
biddinges dreduolle / ofer be seruise na^t clene / yeuej) 
Je prouendres. and pe parosses. ojer ofre benefices 
6. Letting and of holy cherche. J)e vifte is ine ham / fet be markat 
floee. makinde : letej> hare benefices / oJ>er chongef. pe 

6. Causing men to zixte is ine ham / bet be markat makinde : cniob in-to 

go Into religion by ' '^ © r 

market. religion, and ine ham / fet ine zuiche manere / his 

onderuongej). 

Vele Jer byef o]>re zennes / and of diners cas / ine 
symonye. Ac hi belongeJ> more / to klerekes : Jeanne 
to leawede. And piB bok is more ymad / uor J>e 
Lewd (lay) men leawede : J>anne uor pe clerkes. J)et habbef J>e bokes. 
from thiB Bin, Ac alueway hit is nyed / to leawede men / j)et hi ham 
TOmmit 1^8^?^: loki / uram f ise zewne : ine fri cas. pe on is / huawne 
IheirkiitooSain ^ wylle)) helpc hare ken / ofer hare uryendes / an he3y 
dignitieeofthe j^g dimmetes /of holi cherch. be obre huanne hi 

Church. ^ ' '^ ^ 

2nd. by giving yeuejj )>e prouendres ofer benefices / ])et bye J) of hare 
8rd,bycauring yef|>e. pQ friddc / huawue hi yeldej) hare children/ 
totri^^ ^^' ^^ relig[i]on. Ine J^ise J>ri poyns / yef hi yeuej) / oJ>er 
onderuongej) yefjjes / oj)er kueade biddingges / ofer 
kueade semises : hi mitten zone ualle in to fise ze/me 
Three kinds of of symonie. Vor ase ziggef j>e holi writes. J>er bye J) 

gifts make si' 

mony. J>ri maueres of yeffes. fei make)) symonie. yeffe of 

1. Gift of hand, hand. yefjje of mouje / ase biddinges. yef|>e of 

8. Gift of unclean seiulse na3t clenlich. Ich clepie onclenlich : huanne 

**' pe sermses bye]> y-do / uor onclenliche cause. oJ)er 

pnncipalliche : uor Jing gostlich. 
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J5B ZEUENUB BO3 OP AUARIOB. 

J)e zeuend bo^ / of auarice ; ys wyckedhede. Ich clepie vn* The wventh 
wychkedhede : huanne be man / is zuo wykhed / and i8wickedne8i,Le. 

^ ' when one la so 

ZUO moche dy euel : J)et hiw ne dret nc^t / to done / ane wicked that he 
greate zewne / dyadlich / and orrible. ojer grat hann/ great and horrible 
to o]>ren / uor a lite wayn / oJ>er uor nreme / to him. toothll^forto™ 
J>es bo3 / hej) manye tuygges. J)e uerete is. huanne / ^^^^ 
eny uor drede / of pouerte. ofer uor couaytise / uor to n^nifoi*: 
Wynne : uorza^]? [renay])] god / and f e cnstene bileaue. becoming HereUc, 
and becom]) bougre. oj^er ieiL ofer sarasin. To 
bise zenne / beloncreb / be zenne ; of ham / bet uor TothUsinbe- 

' ' ^ J^ I y / ^ longeth the sin of 

pans / makej> to clepie / Jane dyeueL and make]? j)e thoeo who make 
enchauntemens. and makej> to loky ine ]>e zuord. who look in the 

. i» 1 1 I nail of the thumb 

ofer ine Je nayle / of fe foume. uor to of-take / pe fortotakethievee, 
fyeues. oJ>er uor oj^re J^inges. And of ham alsuo / ^^^'^}f?^ 
Jet make)) / ofer porchacef / be charmes / o))er be caiue those in 
wychecreft. ofer be kueadnesse / huet Jet hit by. J>et hate one another, 
uolk / J)et byej> ine spoushod / togydere / ham hatiej>. 
ofer ne mo3e habbe uela^rede / ])e on wyj) f e oJ>re / be 
spoushod. Ojer J>et uolk / Jet ne byef na3t ine spous- 
hod : louiej ham togidere / foUiche : and be zewne. ]>q 
ober is / be zenne / of grochinge / and of traysoun 2. Omdging and 

r, 1 . -I 1 / treaeon, when a 

[bezuykingej. huanne pe man / uor wynnynge. oper man for profit 
uor mede / dej) ping / huer by hi di^ej opre / to pe deX^^oM 
dyape. oper be zuorde. oper be uenym. oper ine opre ^^'^JJ^jg 1,3 
manere / huet pet hit by. J)e pridde / is pe zewne of ». Burning of 

. towns or houses ; 

ham / pet uor wynnynge / bemep hous. tonnes, casteles. destruction of 
cites, oper cherchen. oper destruep pe vines, oper comes, harm to others 
oper dop opre hannes uor mede. ]>q uerpe is pe zenne J^ sowing discord, 
of ham pet zawep discord, and pwrchacep pe stryfs / 5[IS'J^1,rt^to 
and pe werres in cites / oper ine capiteles / oper be-tuene ^ gain®" **»«"•• 
pe he3emen / uor pan pet hi wenep pe more to wynne 
mid strif ine be werre : banne ine pays, be vifbe is be 6. Accusing poor 
zenne of reuen. of prouostes. of bedeles. of sergons. 
pet accusep / and c[h]alengep pet poure uolc / and ham 
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, . ^ . y, doJ> raymi^ / and kueadliche lede uor a lite wynnynge 

fet hi habbej) be-zide. 
To this «in belong- to J>ise zewne belongej) pe zenne of ualse domesmen/ 
fUsejadget, and of ualse playteres / and of ualse wytnesses. of 
^t^^i^ huam we habbej) aboue y-speke. Ine manye ofre 
nesfles. manefes is ydo fe zenne of wyckednesse. Ac lang fing 

bit were to zigge. and betere may ech man rede fe 

ilke ze/me / and j)e ojjre / ine Jo boo of his inwyt : 

Jeanne ine ane ssepes scinne. 

pE E3TENDE BO3 OF AUARICB. 

vni. The eighth he ejtende boj of auarice / is chapfare / huerinne 

bough of pride is \ , . \ .• ,- 1. 

chaffer, i.e. a sin- mo zone^ojj / ino uelo maneres / uor timlich wynnynge. 

pjn, **' " and nameliche / ine zeue maneres. J)e uerste is / to 

mdd^ ^ ' ^^® J® fiiiges / ase dyore / ase me may. And to begge / 

L ^^ TbL*b!Uto ^ guodcheap / ase me may. ]>e ofer is : lye^e. zuerie. 

buy at the cheap- and uoTzuerio / f he^ero to zelle / hare chapuare. ]>e 

t. To ue, iwewr, bridde maucre is / bet me deb ine writes, and ine 

and peijure. in '^ , ^1 . / • .. 

ordertoBeUgood*. mesures. and fet may by / me fn maneres. pe 
weight* and raea- ucrstc : hua7?ne me hej) / diuerse wy^tes / ofer diuorse 
a. buying by the mesiu'es. and boggej) / be fe gratteste wy3tes / oJ>er be 
S^seiiing by the f^ gratteste mcsuTes : and zellej) by fe leste. )?e ofre 
b*^ing by short i^anero is / hua/me me hejj / rijtuolle wy^tes/and ri3t 
uvfTOen*do*who ^^^® mesuTes / and zelle)) ontrewelicho / ase dof fise 
flu the measure tavemyers / fet uellej) fe mesure / myd scome. ]>e fridde 
c. inereaaing mauero zuo is huawue bo / bet zelleb be wy^te / purcha- 

fraudulcnUy the r I r T Jy I f 

weight of gooda. ce)) / and make)) zuo moche fet / fet fing / pet me ssel 

4. Toeeutotime. we3e / ssewej) more heuy. J)e uerfe manere /to zene3i in 

chapfare : is to zelle / to tyme. of fisen / we habliej) 

6. To sell a differ- yspekc aboue. be vifto manere is : ober bing zelle : 

ent article than *^ r r ^ 

WM at first bar. Jjawue me he]> / y-sseawed beuore. Ase dojj fise 
scriueyns / fet asewej) guode lettre / ate ginnynge. 

6. To hide the and eftcTward / makeb wycked. be zixte is : hede / be 

fkulUofathlng, 10 ' " '^ 1 r 

as horse-deaien zofucsse / of J)e J)inge / fet mo wylc zelle / ase doj) / 

7. To make a thing J>e TomongouTS of hors. )>Q zeuewdc is / maki / por- 
^ *" chaci / Jjet / fet fing / fet me zeljj / make)> uor to ssewy 
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betere / h&nne hit by. ase dob / bise zelleres of clob. is, a* do doth wu- 

( ^ "^ r f r ^ era, who chooM 

bet chieseb / bo byestre stedes / huer hi zelleb / hare dim pbicet to Beii 

, , -r , / . / • tholrdothin. 

cloj). Ine uele ofre maneres / me may zene3i / me 
chapfares. Ac long fing / hit were to zigge. 

))E N^ENDB BO3 OF AUARICB. 

J)e ne^ende bo^ of auarice : is ine tueade creftes. ix. Th« ninth 

. 1 ,1 . T bough of pride is 

Ine Jjise / zenejef moche uolk : me nele maneres. ase in wicked cfaftj. 
fise fole wyfmen. Jjet uor a lite wynnynge : hy yuej) Thui sinneth foul 

women, 

ham to zenne. Alzuo piae hysians / and ]7ise kempen / and champions 
and vele ojre / jjat uor pans / ofer uor timlich profit / give them to 
yuejj ham / to crefte / na^t oneste. Jiet ne may na3[t] / 
by do : wyjK)ute zenne. an of J>an J)et hit dof : and of 
ham / \>ei hise sostyene)). 

J)E TENDE BO3 OF AUABICE. 

be tende boj /of auarice: byeb kueade gemenes. x. The tenth 

, n -, 11.^,1 ^ bough of avarice 

ase byej) J>e gemenes of des. and of tables, and of u wicked games, 
ojre huyche huet J>et hy by / huer me play)) uor pans. Mdo^ubies, m 
oJ>er uor o>er/timehch wynnynge. Zuyche kuade foJ^^^'P^^"^*' 
gemenes / specialliche of des / and of tables : byej) f^oi- "• « 1 
uorbode / be ri.te / uor manye zewnes / J>et uol^ef itcaowthmany 
zuyche gemenes. Jpe uerste is / couaytise uor to wynne / i- covetou«ne«e 
and uor to dispoyly / his uela^e. Jje ofer is / gaue- one's feUow. 

/ 1 /. . *• Great usury, as 

lynge to grat. ase ne^en / uor tuelf. na3t uor ane dihe for twelve, 
monj^e. ne to e^te da3es : ac ine one zelue day. Jje **' * " °* ^* 
bridde is / to mori lyeasynges / and ydele wordes. and s. Lies, idle 

, words, and great 

J>et wors is : greate blasfemies of god / and of his hal3eiL bUwphemies of 
hueruore / god him wrefe)). ase oftezifes / he hej .ainu. 
ynome / to Hte wreche. Vor oferhuyl / ham miswent 
fe uisage / fet beuore : behinde 

.A TALE. A tale of a knight 

who swore by 

A knyjt wes / bet zuor / be codes ejen. an haste / Qod's eyes. 

/ „ . ; , . , / His eye leapt upon 

his on 636 / Imp ope fet cheker. An archer / uor fet the checker. 
he hedde ylore ate geme : nom his bo3e / and ssat an ,hot^(kd' ** 
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found hi» arrow he^ / avG gO(L bane morjen / huanne lie zet / ate 

on the checker* all ^ / 'J ^ ^ ^ ' I 

bloody/ gemene : his arowe / vil ope pet cheker / al blody. 

4. Bad example. J)e verje is / fe kueade uorbysne. pet he Jet playj : 

6. Low of time, yeff to ofren : fet j-zyep pet geme. j)e vifte / in lere 

of time / j)et me ssolde be zette / ine guode workes. 

And manye ofro zennes : J)et long fing / hit were to 
He that winneth zigge. O ping' / ich ne 8sel na^t uoryete. ])et / pe ilke / 

should give liber- _ , , v . / • j /. 

ally for God'a pet wynj) : he ne may na^t / me guode manere of- 
^®* healde / )>et he wynp / ac esel hit y[e]ue / uor godes 

If it be got by loue. bote yef ])et hit by / ine zuyche manere : fet he 
itshotUdbere- hit hedde / mid barat / o))er be strewgj^e. ase pe ilke / 
•toredtotheioeer. ^^ ^^^ ^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ j ^ stre[n]gj)a Ine ]>et cas / 

he ssolde hit yelde to him / J)et hit hej) ylore. Alsuo 
ich zigge : of fet me wynj) / ine tomement. 

Theee other J)ise byej) pe bo^es / of auarice / yno^ J>er bye)) ofre. 

beiOTgmoreto Ac hy bye J) / more to clerekes : J>anne to pe leawede. 

cieriu than lewd ^^ ^^ ^^^^ j ^ ^^^^^^ ymad / uor pe leawede : Jeanne 

uor pe clerkes / J>et connej) pe writinges. 

])E ZIXTE HEAUED OF ]>^ BESTE. 

The rixth head of J)e zixte heaued I oi pe kueade beste : is lecherie / 
lechery, i. e. too j>et is to moche loue / and desordene / ine lost of lenden : 
ilJ^^dhirt?*^ oJ>er / ine ulesslich lost. Of j)ise zenne uondej) pe 
^hta^'ta r^ <lyeuel / in vif maneres / Ase zayf saynt gregorie. 
mode^ in— Auerst / iuo fole ziibe. efterward / ine fole wordes. 

1. Fool sight. ' ^' ' 

2. Foul words. ^ efterward / ine fole takinges. efterward ine fole kess- 

3. Foul handling. ' ^ 

4. Foul kissing, imres. ofterward / me comb to be dede. Vor of fole 

6. Foul deed. i m i 

n^pe : me comj) to pe speche. and uram pe speche / to 

pe handlinge uram pe han[d]linge : to pe kesinge. uram pe 

kessinge : to pe dede. And Jous sotilliche / make)) pe 

This sin u divided dycucl / guo uram on to o))er. J?is zenne / him to- 

1. Lechery of ' del)) / ucrst ine tuo maneres. uor per is lecherie / of 

2. Lechery of hcrte : and lecherie of bodie. ]>e lecherie / of herte : 
i^iechery of ^^ ^^)^ / ^^^ stapes. Vor pe gost / of fomicacion / 
heart hath four jjg^ seruc)) / of pe uerc / of Iccherie / becleppe* pe hertcn : 
1. Foul thought*, make)) uerst / come pe ))03tes. and pe likinges. and pe 

^ to has been erased in the MS. before beeleppe. 
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ymaginacions / of zewne / to herte : and make]) J>enche. 

EfWward / be herte blefb / ine be bojtes. an suo 2. Delight in foui 

,, /,i. Ai thought* without 

deutej). yet ne def he na^t / J>e dede uor no j>ing. And actual oommi*. 

ine J)ise bleuinge / and ine J^e ilke lost : is \>o oJ)er 

stape / J)et may by / dyadlich zewne. J)e greate zewne 

may by / fe lost. Jpe Jiridde / stape / is J)e graunti[n]gge s. coMenting of 

of herte / and of Je scele / and of fe wylle. And zuyche .nd wiu. 

granti/iges : byej alneway / deadlich zenne. Efter fe 

grantinge : comb be wylnynge. and be greate hete bet 4. Desire and 

. gTe*t heat to sin, 

hy habbej) uor to zene3y. and dof more fawne tuenti [Foi. is. b.j 

zennes / yne J>e daye / ine zij fe of leuedys / and of caused by the 

maydynes / J>et ssewef ham / uayre ydi^t. Jet ofte hy quaintly adorned, 

sseawej) / and dijtej) ham / pe more qt^ynteliche / and 

pe more honesteliche / uor to maki mnsi / fe foles to 

ham. and ne wenej na3t / gratliche zene3y : uor J>et hi 

ne habbe)) no wyl / to do ]>e dede. Ac uor-zope : hy 

zene3ej> / wel greuousliche. Vor be pe ancheysoim / of 

ham : hjep uorlore / manye zaules. And J>er hjep / who thus bring 

moche uolk / y-do to dyaj)e / and to zenne. Vor ase 

zayf / pe uorbisne. * levedi / of uaire di^tinge : is arblast / J^^J^^JjJJ^I^ 

to pe tour.' Vor hi ne hej) leme / ine hire bodye : J)et the tower. 

ne is / a gryn / of pe dyeule. ase z&yp Salomon. J?awne 

behouej hit / yelde scele / ate daye of dome / of pe Ladiee, who wit- 

zaules / Jet be Je ancheaysoun / of ham / byef uorlore. to dn, ahau be 

J?et is / to onderstonde : huanne hi yeuej) encheysoun / a^doomaday. 

uor to zene^y / be hare wytinde. 

Lecherie of bodie. him todelj : ino lecherie of e3en. Lechery of body is 
of yearen. of mouje. of honden. an of aUe pe wyttes / ery of eyes, ears, 
of pe bodye. And speciaUiche : of pe uoule dede. And J^d^wits (« 



hue* is hit uoul dede zeppe hit is kendehch ? uor Jet »C*««''=iiow.] 

god / hit uorbyet / ine his spelle. and his apostel panel : 

Jet Jus zayj. *ech man habbe his 03ene : uor fomicacion.' 

Jet ys to zigge : his 03ene wyf. To Jo zenne / belonge J / To this sin be- 

alle Je Jinges / huer-by / Jet uless him arist / and ne«s and gluttony, 

wylnej / zuiche dede. ase byej Je mochele drinkeres. bed-ciIthU^and 

and eteres. Je zofte bed. clojes likerouses. and alle •*"®'**^y- 
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THE BRANCHES OP LECHERY. 



The Bin of the 
deed of lechery is 
divided into many 
boughs. 
1. The Ist is of 
those who live to- 
gether oat of the 
bonds of wedlock. 



2. Adultery with 
common women. 



8. Single men 
living with 
widows or the 
contrary. 

4. Adultery with 
single women. 

5. Adultery with 
married women 
(or spouse- 
breach). 



This sin is doubled 
when both parties 
are married. 

6. Unnatural sin, 



for which Ood 
smote to deaUi 
Onan, Jacob's 
nephew. 



[Fol. 14. a.] 



7. Adultery of a 
roan with his god- 
mother or his 
goddaughter. 



manyere eyse / of bodye / out of nyede. and special- 
liche : ydelnesse. 

J)e zenne of dede / of lecherie : him to-delj? / ine uele 
bo3es / be pe stat of ]?e persones / J>et bit doJ>. and gej? an 
bej / uram kuede / to worse. j)e uerste is of man / of er 
of wyfman / J>et ne babbej) / nenne bend, ne of wodewe- 
hod. ne of spoushod. ne of ordre. ne of religioim. ne of 
of re manere. J)et is f e uerste zewne dyadlich : in dede / 
of lecherie. J)e of er is / to wyfmanne commune. f)ia 
zonne / is more hard : nor hi is / more aid. and uor 
f et / zuyche wyfmen / byef of erhuyl wyues. of er of 
rebgpjon. and ne uorzakef newne. ne uader / ne brof er. 
ne zone / ne ken. J)e f ridde is / of man sengle / mid 
wodewe. of er ayeward. J^ uerf e is / wif sengle wif- 
man. J^ vifte is / mid wyfman ymarissed. f et is fe 
zewne / of spousbreche. f et is wel kuead uor f er is / 
brekinge of treuf e / f et f e on ssel here / to f e of re. 
efterward f er is / a sacrilege / huawne me brecf / f e 
sacrement / of spoushod. hit yualf of erhuyl / deserte- 
soun / of eyr / and ualse mariages. J)is zewne / him 
dobblef of erhuil / huanne hi is / of man y-spoused : 
wyf wymman f et hef housebounde. J5e zixte is / 
huanne f e man / hef his 03e wyf / def f ing / f et is 
uorbode / and disordene / aye kende of man. and ordre. 
and of spoushod. And mid o^ene zuorde : man may / 
him-zelue sle. Alsuo may he / mid his c^ene wyue / 
zenei dyadliche. J^eruore smot god / to euele dyaf e 
onam / iacobis neuu. And f e dyeuel / f et hette asmo- 
deus / astranglede / f e zeue houseboundes / of f e holy 
mayde / sare. f et zef f e wes / yonge thobyes wyf. Vor 
alle f e sacremens / of holi cherche / me ssel vsi / 
clenliche / and mid / greate worf ssipe. J)e zeuende is 
of man / to his godmoder / of er to his goddo3ter. of er 
of godsone / to the children of his godzyb / of er of his 
godzybbe / uor f o children / ne mo3e na^t come / to- 
gydere : wyf-oute dyadlich zenne / ne be spoushod. 
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be eitende is of man / to his kenne. and beilke zenne / s. Adultery of » 

'^ y I r I man with hl» own 

arist : and loje]?. be pet fe kenrede / is nye^ / o]?er uer. kin. 

Jje ne3e»de is / of ]?e manne / mid J?e kenne / of his 

wyue. o]?er aye ward / of pe wyue / mid J>e kenne / of 9. Adniteryofa 

hare housebounde. j)e iike zenne / is wel dreduoL ofhUwif«,or the 

Vor huanne J>e man / hep uelajrede / myd enye wyf« band's kin. 

mane : he ne may nawmore / be spoushod * / habbe 

none / of hire kenne. and yef he / enye nimj : pe 

sponshod / ne is najt. And yef he / nimj? wyf : and 

efberward / of pe half / of hire kenne : ha lyest / f e ri3t / 

Jet he heddo / to his wyue / ine zuo moche / J>et he ne 

may / efterwar^ / wonye mid him / bote by / hit ne 

bidde beuore, Jje tende is of wyf men to clerkes y-r i«. Adultery of 

boded. Jjis genne / anhe^ej? : and lojej). by pe hodes. hooded clerks. 

and be worbssiphede. be enlefte is / of njan / of be ii. Adultery of a 

^^ , n / ; ,. . 1 /^ man of the world 

wordle / to wyfman / of reugioun. of er ayeanward / of with a woman of 
vyfmanof]?e wordle / to man / of religioun. pe .xij. is TOnSa^.°' 
of man / of religioun. and of wyfman / of religion, and JJ^n^of^reUgion* 
Jjis zenne : an-hejej) / and lojej). be pe stat / of pe per- ]J^'i*,^*J^°"**" ^ 
sones / fet hit do J. pe .wj. is of prelas / Jet ssolden is. Adultery of 
bi licnesse / and uorbys^e / of holynegse / and of 
klennesse / to al be wordle. be laste / is mest uoul / i4. The last sin \$ 

. too foul to be 

an lodlakest / Jet ne is n^^t / to nemny. J^ ilke mentioned. 

^^enne / is aye kende / Jet Je dyeuel tekj to man. ojer 

to wyfman / ii^e uele maneres / Jet ne byej na3t / to 

nemni / uor Je n^aterie / Jet is to moche / abomynable, 

Ac ine ssrifje / hit ssel newni / Je ilke / to huam / hit 

is berualle. Yor asemoche / ase be zenne / is more Those guilty of 

' ' ' this sin stond In 

uoul/ and more gnslich: Je more is worj / Je ssrifbe. needofshriii. 
Vor Je ssume / Jet me he J / of Je zigginge : is grat del / 
of Je penoijce, Jjis zenne / is zuo onworj to gode ; Jet This sin is so hate- 
he dede rine / uer berninde / and bemston stinkinde / did rain burning 

•x/j»-i I 1 i» ■ t t^/'/» fire and stinking 

ope Je cite of sodome / and of gomorre. and azenkte / vif brimstone upon 
cites / in-to balle. pe dyuel him-zelf / Jet hit pop- mon-Th. 

1 MS. gpmthod 
4 
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chacej? : hej? ssame / ^uanne man hit de]?. and J?e eyr / 
is anuenymed / of fe dede. 

j)E ZEUENDE HEAUED OF J)E BESTE. 

Th« MTenth head j)e zeuendo heaued / of pe kueade beste : zuo is / 
■in of the*moath. fe zenne of J)e moufe. and Jjeruore / Jet J>e mouj? / hef 
^wo^flJ^^oM to fcuo offices, huerof / Je on belongej? / to J?e zuel^ / ase 
jwjiitow.iheother ^ ^^ ^^^ / an to fe drinke. J)e ofer / zuo is in 
speche. J>eruore / him to-delj? / J>e ilke zenne : in tuo 
deles / pnncipalliche. Jjet is to wytene : in zenne of 
henM we have ein glotounje / ^et is ine mete / and in drinke. and ine 

of fflnttoDT end 

sin of eru ipeech. zenne / of kueade tonge. Jet is / ine fole spekinge. 
I. Sin of gluttony. And ueist / zigge we / of J>e zenne / of glotounye. pet is 
great power by & vice / J>et pB dyeuel / is moche myde ypayd. and 
this sin. moche / onpayj god. Be zuych zenne / hej) pe dyeuel / 

wel grat mi3te / in ma;ine. Huer-of / we rede J ine pe 
[FoL u. b.] godspelle / J>et god / yaf yleaue pe dyeulen / to guo in 

to pe zuyn. and J?o hi weren / ine ham : hise adre3mten / 
oittttooa lead the jne pe ze. ine tokninge : Jet pe glotouns / ledej) lif / of 
the devil hath zuyn. and pe dyeuel heJ? yleaue / to guo in ham : and 
them, hise adrenche / ine pe ze / of helle. and ham / to do ete 

tuitheybSriMuid ZUO mochc : J>et hi to-cleue. an zuo moche drinke : Jet 
dJ^!^"**^*" ^y ^^^ adrenche J. 

Huanne Je kempe / heJ his uelaje / jrueld / and 

hi^n halt / be Je Jrote / wel onneaje / he arist. Alsuo 

hit is of Jan / Jet Je dyeuel halt / be Ja zenne. and 
The devil by tiiU Jeruorc blejolichc / he yem J / to Je Jrote : ase Je wolf / 

•inholdetha man !• # i i 

by the throat and to Jc ssepe / him uoT to astraugh / ase he dede to euen / 
* ""* and to Adam / in paradys tercstre. pet is Je vissere / 

of helle / Jet nymj Jane viss / bi Je Jrote / and by Je 
chinne. J)is zenne / moche mis-payj god. Vor Je 
The glutton glotoun / make J to grat ssame / huanne he make J / 
a sackful of dung, his god : of anc zecho / uol of dong / Jet is of his 
i.e. his beUy. wombe / Jot he louej more / Janne god. and ine hin» 
ood bids him fast, ylcfth / and him seruej. God him hat ueste : Je 
eat long and uti" wombe zayj / * Jou ne sselt / ac et longe / and a-trayt.' 
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God him hat be )>8 moi^an arise : pe wowbe zayf / * po 
ne sselt / ich am to uol / me behouej to slepe / fe 
cherche nys non hare / hy abyt me weL* And huanne 
he arist : he bej?\Tib his matyns / and his benes / and his AfUr hsUk he 

/ ;,, „ . ' , thinks of what h« 

oreysones. and zayj. * a / god / huet ssolle we / ete to day. shau eat. 

huader me ssolle / eny Jjing uynde / pet by worj?]' 

Efter Jise matynes : come]? ^e laudes. and pie] zayf. ' A. 

god / huet we hedde / guod wyn yesteneuen / and 

guode metes.* And efterf an / he bewepj? his ze/ines : Th#n he thiniw 

and z&yp. * Alias he z&yp / ich habbe y-by nyej dyad to good wine, but 

nijt. to Strang / wes ]>et wyn / teue. J}et heaued / me aching head. 

ak]>. ich ne ssel by an eyse: al-huet ich habbe / 

ydronke.' J)ous to pe kueade z&yp. Jjis zenne /let man 

to ssame. Vor aljjeruerst / he becomj tauernyer. 

banne he playb ate des. bawne he zelb his ojen. bawne The glutton often 

^ rjr r r y r comee to the gal- 

he becomj? riband, holyer. and f yef. and Janne me low*. 

hine anhongej. Jjis is Jjet scot : fet me ofte pay]?. Jil^oftBn^* ^^ 

Jjis zenne hiw to-del^ / ase be saynt gregorye. ine Thu«in«p«adeih 
vif bo3es. Vor ine vif manures / me zene^ej / be mete / 
and be drinke. Ojer uor Jet / J>et me eth / and dryngj? : 
to-uore time, ofer / to lostuolHche. oJ)er / out of 
mesure. o]?er / to ardontliche. Ojer / to plentyuous- 
liche. Jje uerste boj Janne / of fise zenne : is to ete / i. Kating before 
beuore time, and to uoul J>ing hit is / of man / J>et he]? xTx^^ryot 
age : huanne he / ne may abyde / time / to etene. and "*"**** 
of grat lecherie / of )?rote / hit com)?. ]?et man / J?et is 
Strang / and hoi of bodye. wyj-oute ancheysoun 
sceluoL to-uorc 113 te houre / yemj? to J?e mete / ase Mdothadumh 
de]) a best doumb. And uele zennes come]? / of Jo 
like wone. Jeanne hit com]? / Jet zuych a man zayj. a man guuty of 
Jet he ne may ueste. ne do penonce. Vor he he J Jet fa,t,be<!au«ehia 
yzed. ' ich habbe / a to kuead heaued.' And he zayj t^^.^^ii, 
zoj. uor he he J hit zuych ymad. and kuead herte hwut becomes 
alzuo / Jet hej ymad Jet kuead. and hi;n hej y-do 
breke * / Je uestinges / Jet is grat zenne. and yef he 1 [ms. broht.^ 
hi/n damnede / be hi/n zelue : Jer-of no strengje. Ac 

4 • 
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He will have fei- he wvle habbe uelates / bet dob ase he deb. huiqhe he 

kwn Uke hlouelf, "^ , , , , , , . . i , • / • 

4raj]) / uram wel to done and let his mid mm / in-to 

helle. Vor he def ham / breke hare uestinges. and do 
[PoL 15, «.] hare glotounyes. huer-of hi ham / wolden loki : yef per 

j\Gse I kueade uelajes. Vor Je drii^kere / and fe hor- 
wbomhecaoMs ^^ / amang )>e ojre kueades / fet hi doj : proprcliche 
^ "^ one zenne / J>et is )>e dyeules / huawne hi wyj>-drajej to 

do weL Hy ziggej) / Jet hi ne mo^e najt ueste. ac hy 

lyejej. Vor litel loue of god: ham hej J>et / y do 
H«ioTMth«idi« zigge. Vor yef hi loueden zuo moche / ]>e zo]>e ioye of 
more than th« heuene. ase hy dof / Je ydeje blisse / of J>is wordle : ase 
truejoyof hMven. ^^ ^estej) / uor Je timlicho nyedes / al-huet ni^t : ase 

wel / hi mitten ueste / huet non / nor god : yef hi him / 
He is M the chad ZUO moche louede. Ac hy bye)) / ase is Jet child. Jet 
iuiT*i bmd tahta wyle alneway / habbe Jet bread / ine his hand. And Je 
'*****^ sselt conne / Jet ase me zene3ej / ine to raje arizinge / 

uor to ethene : and alsuo me zene^ej : late to soupi. 
^"Vjj'^^P" Jjanne Jet uolk / Jet late louiej to soupi / and to waki 
rtdngiate. be nijte. and wastej Jane time / ine ydelnesse. and 

late guoj to bedde / and arisej late : zenejej / ine 
They wmu their ^clo manw^es. Verst : ine bet hi wasteb / Jane time. 

time, and turn '^ tit 

night into d«y. and hine miswendej / huanne hi makej / of Je nyjjjt : 

Such folk are ao- (jay^ ^ud of Je dayo / nijt, Zuych uolk / god acorsej / 
be Je prophete. Vor me ssel be daye : wel / do. and be 
nijte / herie god / and bidde. ac huo Jet.lyJ a bedde / 
huanne he ssolde arise, slepe he mot : huawne he ssolde 
bidde. and his seruiae yhere / and god herie. aud Jos 
he / lyest al his time / and Je nijt : and Jane day. 

^*^'*^Soe'^^ Efterward / ine zuyche wakinges : me dej manye 
kueades, aae playe ate ches. ojer ate tables, and me 
zayj / manye bisemers. and folyes. and Jus wastej / 

Spthv wrath Je wrecfae his time / and his wyttes / and his guodes. 

Ood,andhann ^ ^ ^ ' ^ I 6 

their bodies and and WTeJcJ god. and harme J his bodi / and more Je zaula 
J)e oJer boj : is of mete / and of drinke / be to 

B. Tmmoderate ■% i ^ » 

eating and drink- moche / and wij-outo mesure. J)e ilke bye J / proprd- 
"*' liche glotounes / Jet al uorzueljej / ase deJ Je kete of 
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his sperrihge; Hit is grat wyt / to loki mesure / ine Gluttons are uke 

.,,.,.,,, /, ,. , „ the kite that swal- 

mete / and me dnnke / and gratneljje. uor mocheuolk lowathe sparrow, 
steruej. and ofte per conie]> / greate ziknesses. Ac huo 
pet wyle pise nlesure lyemy : he ssel ywyte / and onder- one man uvee b^ 
stonde / >et >er byej? / uele manures to Ubbe / ine >e iy\^^J^^' 
wordle. pe uerste libbej? / be pe ulesse. J}e o]>er be / S^Hr^Sh?^' 
his ioliuet^. be bridde / be his fisike. be uerbe / be i»u honesty, a 

^ ' ' ^ r I fifthly his slM, 

his onestete. pe vifte / be ))an pet hare zennea acsep. andasizthi>7th« 
pe zixte be pe goste / and be pe loue of god. Skl *° 

Jjo Jet libbej be pe ulesse / ase z&yp zaynte paul / Those that iwe by 
hi slaaeb hire zaiden. uor hi makeb / of hare wombe : •ooiM and make 

1. ^ u -n / 1. u ^ 1 / J their belly thetf 

nare god. Jpe like / ne nyealdej scele / ne mesure. and god. 
jjeruore / hi ssoUe habbe / ine pe ojjre wordle / pine 
wyjH)ute mesure. 

\>e ilke pet libbep be hare iolyuet^ : wyUep hyealde / STj^u^y^kno^ 
hire fole uelajredes : zuo pet hi ne conne / ne hi ne o® moderation. 
mo3e / healde mesure. 

po pet libbep be ypocnsye / pet byep / pe dyeules Thoeethatuveby 
martires. hi habbep / tuo mesures. uor pe tuaye devU's martyrs 
dyeulen / pet tormewtep pane ypocnte : byep moche 
ayder/ayensopren. Jje on him zayp. *eth ynoj / al-huet / 
pou art uayr / and net.' pe oper him za.jp : * pou ne sselt 
ac pou sselt ueste / al huet pou art / bleche and Ihene.* 
Nou behouep / to habbe / tuo mesures / ane little / and '^^^fj^^ 
ane scarse. bet he useb / touore be uolke. And anobre ^o'H but immo- 

/ / / deratelywhen 

guode and large, pet he usep / pet non ne y-zy^p. pes ne none sees them; 
halt na3t / pe ri3te mesure. J)e ilke / pet couaytyse ledep / [FoLi5.b.j 
habbep zuyche mesure ; ase pe pors wyle. pet is Iheuedi / 
and hotestre / of be house, ba^ine ftsoUe we betuene pe oftentimes there 

,' ,,«, ,,, isastrlfebetweeil 

porse / and pe wombe / of pe glotoune : habbe a uayr the purse and 
stril pe wombe zayp. * ich wylle by uoL' pe purs zayp / Juoon*! 
* ich wylle by uoL' pe wombe zayp / ' ich wyUe pet pou ^tbJ"fcu7Io^ 
ete. and drinke / and pet pou despendi' And pe purs ^^l^^ 
zayp : * pou ne sselt na3t. ich wille pet pou loki / and Jjj*^^'*"'*^*"^ 
wy bdraae.' Alias / huet ssel he do / pes wreche / pet is thou shait not. i 

^f^ ^ ' ' '^ ' ^ wiUthatthou 

prel / to zuyche tuaye kueade Ihordes. Tuo mesures / sate and retrench. 
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make)) be wyjte jrmad. f o mesnre of wombe / in ofro- 

manne house guode / and large. And pe mesure of the 

purse / of his. pet is zorjuol and scarse. 

Thoie that live by J)o J>et libbej) be fisike : hy healdej) pe mesure / of 

by phyric " ypocras / Jjet is lite / an strait, and hit iualj) ofte. f et po 

ilke / Jjet be fisike leue)> : be fizike sterf f. 
ThoM living by ho bet libbeb be hyre onestete : be ilke hyealdeb / 

their honesty eat n i ,i. , . ,. i / ji / 

At proper timet, pe mesuTe of scele. andlibbej? worssiphche / to ]?e wordle / 
pet etej? ine time / and ine oure. and nime)y mid guode 
wyUe r )>et hi habbej) / and cortaysliche / angledliche. 

Thoee living by Jx> Jjct libbej) be fan / fet hare zennes oksef. 

dieted b^penanoe. hyealdef zuiche manere / and mesure / ase me ham 
charge)) / ine penonce. 

Those living by jjq j^^ libbe)) / be f e goste. bye> ))o / fet ine J)0 

thoM) that use au lone of ffod wouyeb. to huara be holy cost tekb / to 

thing, aright, m ,j ^ , / i , / j u v x iT uu i. 

aandmoder- hyealde ordre / an sckele / and mesure. po Jjethabbep 

pe Ihordssip / ope pe bodyes / J?et is zuo y-tajt / fet he 

ne SLcaep / none outtrage. and dej) / J>et pe gost hat / 

wy[f ]-oute grochinge / and wijH)ute wijjzigginge. 

Thai we see that ]S"ou mijt Jjou ysi / uoT ))et we habbef hyer yzed / 

many tricics by bet uele fidnnes / heb be dyeuel / uor to nime bet uolk / 

which to take man f ^ ,, , /. / 

by the throat. be J>e pTote, UOT uerst / he sseawej) ham / pe wynes / 
T\ni, he showeth and be metcs / )>et byeb uayre / and likerouses / ase he 

him wine and ii/ iai /«t«i» 

xneata, dede / to eucu Jjane eppeL And J^et / yef hit him ne is 

najt vroTp : he him zayp. * eth / an drink ase pe ilke / 

teiifl him to do aa and pe ilke. uelajrede pe behouef hyea[l]de. yef pe 
wylt / jjet me ne storue pe najt. and ))et me pe / ne 
hyalde uor papelard.* of er he him zayf. ' J>e heljje of fine 

arid to keep hie bodye / fou sselt lokL UOT huo fet ne hef helfe : he 

body in health 

and strength by no hcf najt. Ne by najt manslajf e / of f e selue. fou 

anoe. ssclt to fine bodyo : f e sostinonce.' Of er he him zayf. 

uke ofth**^s * ^^^ y®°^® / ^^ ^^ guodes / fet fou dest / ofer mijt do. 

and so serve God. ^qu ne ost / najt uor fe lost / of fyne bodye : ac to 
semi god. fou sselt / fine strengfe loki to god. ase 
zayf dauif .* f ise sceles / byef zuo cleuiinde / fet f e 
wyseste / and fe hol}'ist[e] man : byef oferhuyl/becajt. 
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be bridde bo j of bise zenne is / to uerliche yeme / «• The third 
to j)e mete / ase dej? J>e hond : to fe hes. and J>e more / yearningformwo. 
J)et is / J>e ilke uerlichhede : J>e more / ia pe zenne. Vor 
ase hit ne is / no zewne / uor to habbe richesses. Ac 
his / to moche louye. Alsuo / hit ne is no zenne / uor 
to ethe / pe guode metes : ak ethe his / to uerliche / 
ober disordeneliche. Ethe metes / bVeb guode / to To eat meats u 

'^ , ' , , ; , . good, provided 

guode. and to ham : f et be scele / and be mesure / his they are eaten 
vsej). and hise mme)y / mid pe sause / of pe dreae / of thedr«adofour 
oure Ihorde. Vor me ssel / euremo habbe drede : J)et 
me / ne mys-nyme '/ be ouerdede. and me ssel herye C^®*- ^^ ••^ ' 
god. and yelde hym Jonkes / of his yeffes. And be Bythesweetncsa 
be zuetnesse / of be mete / bet wyb-oute / ne may by : me "houw think on 

'^ '^ f r '/T I J J God'e sweetneee. 

ssel ]>enche / godes zuetnesse. and to ^e like mete : ]>et 
uel]> J>e herte. Jjeruore me ret / ine hous of religion / 
ate mete : uor Jet / huanne Jet bodi / nymj? his mete / 
of one half : fet J>e herte / nyme his of ojer half. 

,' J)e uerje boj / of Jise zejine / of Jan Jet / to noble- *• ^to ftmrth 
liche wyllej libbe. Jet despende J / and waste J / uor to ipending and 
uelle hare glotonye / hwer-of an hondred poure / mijten in order to uve 
libbe / and yno3liche by ueld. Zuich uolk zenejej ine suc/foik sin in 
uele maneres. Verst: in greate despenses / Jet hi ^^\l^^\^. 
makej. efterward / ine Jan / Jet hi / hit vsej / ine to J*^int«mper. 
grat hete / and ine to grat lost. And efterward / ine "»<». 

^ i ^ I S. In vanity; they 

Je ydele blisse / bet hi habbeb. Vor hit ne is nait / uke to boaat of 

, their rich meats. 

onlepiliche lecherie / of zuel3 : ac hit is / wel ofte uor 
host / Jet hi zechej / zuo riche metes / and makeJ / zuo 
uele mes. huer-of / ofte / comej / uele kueades. 

J)e vifte boj is / Je bysihede / of glotuns / Jet ne ^ The fifth bough 
zecheb / bote to Je delit / of hare zueh. bise byeb pro- giuttons, who seek 

,.,111/ 1 // \ , « only the delight of 

prcliche / lechura / Jet ne zechej / bote Jet lost / of the ewaiiow. 
hare zuel^. Ine Jri Jinges / nameliche / lij Je ze/ine / ^esJ^ik^: 
of zuyche uolke. Verst / ine Je greate bysihede / Jet hy pn^i^i^"^^ 
habbej / to porchaci / and to agraiji. Efterward / mid Jfj^^^'^l*^!^ 
grat lost / Jet hy habbej /ine be us. Efterward / ine p«>p«rty. 

11- / 1-1 /. 8. BUssinthe 

Je blisse / Jet hi habbej / ine Je recordinge. And huo recording and en- 



^ 
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deavoara to make j>et ini^te tello / huyche bysinesse hi do)> / to Jran / f et 

disguised messes, hare metes / by wel agray])ed. and ech to his 03611^ 

smac. and hdu hy moje maki / of one mete / uele mea 

And when the desgysed / HOT hare noide lost. And huanne be mes / 

mess comes on, 

one sOer the bye J y-come / on / efber fe oj^er: panne byej J e burdes / 

and ])e trufles / nor entremes. and ine ^ise manure / gej9 

jerts and jokes J)e tyme. f 6 wreche him uoiyet. J?e scele slepj. pe m&^e 

form the entries. ■■-v rr i / 

iapiaynU] gret / and zayp. *Dame Zuel3 / po me ssast ich am 

The glutton sajrSf 

"though my belly zuo tlol: J>et ich to-cleue.' Ac Je tonge pe lyckestre/ 

let this dish ^^ ansuere^ : and zay)y. ' po^ ]>ou ssoldest to-cleue : ich 

rxKr the ueUe na3t lete askapie / pia mes.' Efter pQ lecherie / Jet 

of'^'ubTw^ ^^ *°® etinge : comf pe blisse / J>et is ine pe recorder, 

the wish of the Efterward / hi wesseb bet hi hedden / nykken of crane. 

eluttons,thatthey ' ^ '^ ' '^ 

had the neck of a and wombc of COIL HOI bet be mosseles / blefte lenger / 

crane and the '^ '^ ' ^ ' 

beuyofaoow. ine Jjc Jiote. and more mi3ten uorzue^e. 

The Bins of glut- Nou bou hcst v-hverd / be ze/ines / bet comeb of 

tony and lechery , , ,, ni, . i, i ^ ^ y 

arise commonly glotounye / and * of lechene. and feruore / pet zuycne 

weiiof sinT* zewnes / arizej cowmunliche / ine tauerne : fet is welle 

of zewne. Jjeruore / ich wylle a lite take / of Je zewnes / 

Jjot byej> y-do / ine Je tauerne. J^ taueme / ys J>0 

t«^^~\oUhe »cole of J>e dyeule / huere / his deciples studie>. and 

*^^* his ojene chapele / fer / huer me dej? / his seruese. and 

Jer huer he make J / his miracles / zuiche ase behouej) * 

to pe dyeule. At cberche / kan god / his uirtues sseawy* 

and do lus miracles, pe blynde : to lijte. J)e crokede : to 

ri3te. yelde pe wyttes of J>e wode. J>e speche : to )>e 

When the glutton dombe. pe hierjjo : to pe dyaue. Ac J)e dyeuel dej al 

*^[FoK i«. bo ayenward / ine pe taueme. Vor huanne pe glotoun gej) 

Sliri51t*wh^h!l in to J>e taueme /ha gej> opri3t. huanne he com]? aryen : 

^notsup^pSrt ^® ^® ^®f ^0^ f®^ ^i^* °^^3® sostyeni ne here. Huanne 

me*^ he enter. ^^ J^^in ge> : he y-zyc> / and y-her> / and specf wel / 

hecansee,h«ir. ^^^ onderstaut. huan he comb ayen : he heb al bis 

and speak well ; j ^ i f 

when he deparu uoilore / ase be like bet ne heb wyt / ne scele / ne onder- 

hehasloetall I Y T . 

these, and has no stondlnge. Zuycho bye]? pe miracles )?et pe dyeuefl 

reason or under* »,i i .i ah i^i 

standing. makef. And huet lessouns J>er he ret alle uelpe ho 

de\irs*mirat*ies. tekf pex. glotounye. lecherie. zuerie. uorzuerie, lye3e. 
» MS. adn - MS. bohotup 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE SINS OF THE TONGUE. 57 

Iniszigge. reneye god. euele telle, contacky. and to uele 

oJ>re manyeres of zennes. J5er arise]? J?e cheastes. J>e 

strifis. ]>e manslaj^es. ^er me tek)) to stele: and to 

hongi. ))e taueme is A dich to ]}ieuesi and \>e dyetiles The tavern u a 

castel uor to wem god / an his ha^en. and J>o )>et J>e andthedevirr* 

tauernes siistyenej : byej) uela^es of alle Je zennen J>et Jl^^nsfa^^ 

bye]> y-do ine hare tauemes. and uor zoJ?e yef me ham ^^ *^^^' 

zede / Jer dede / asemoche ssame to hire uader / o Jer to 

hare moder. ober to hare gromes. as me deb to hire soatainere of 

Uverna are accee- 

uader of heuene. and to oure Iheuedy. and to J>e haljen iories to au the 
of paradis. mochel hi wolden ham wrej>i. and ojjer red uvcriii. 
hi iv^olden do fer to Jawne hi do J. 

JjB ZENNES of J5E TONGE. The •ine of the 

tbhgue. 

Huo f et wyle conne and we3e pe zennes of pe tonge : 
hit behouej? * Jet he conne weje / and ayenwe3e / J>ot it behovdth each 
word huych ^t hit by. and huer-of hit com]? : and huet re-weigh each 
kuead hit dej. Vor hit y-ualj) Jet / pet word is zewne oometh and what 
ine hyni. uor jet hit is kuead. And yef tit by-ual J J>et ®^" ^* ^°^^' 
hit by zenne uor Jet hyt gej out of kueade herte. And 
of heauede hit biualj / Jet Je speche is grat zewne / uor 
Jet hi dej grat kuead / Ja3 hy by uayre and ysmojed. 
Nou sselt Jou ywyte / Jet Je kueade tonge / is Jet trau The evil tongue u 
Jet god acorsede in his spelle / uor Jet he ne uand na^t q^J^I^^^b^ 
bote leaues. Jet ine holy writ byeJ onde[r]stonde b„",t;^Jl,'"hat ta 
wordes. And alsuo ase hit is Strang Jing to telle / alle ^ "J^* ^®"^- 
Je lyeaues of Je trauwe : alsuo hit is Strang Jing uor to 
telle Je ze7mes Jet of Je tonge come J. An Jise ten bojes wemay.amonget 
we moje alsuo newni: ydelnesse. yelpinge. blondinge. "^unb^ghs: 
todra3inge. lyesynges. vorzueriinges. stryfinge. gro- J^JJ^^J""*' 
chinge. wyjstondinge. blasfemye. tion. lying, per- 

be ilke bat ham yeueb / to moche to ydele worddes. gmdging, oppo- 

'^ r J ri J •iUon.blaipheroy. 

hi zechej grat harm / Jet hi ne aparceyuej na3t. vor 
hy lyesej Jane time precious, huer-of hi ssolden habbe 
eftsone disete. and uoriyesej Je guodes Jet hi JencheJ 
to done / and ssolden do. and nime J Je tresor of Je herte. 
1 MS. bohouc\> 
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Those who j?iv6 and hise uelb a-yen mid ydelenesse. hi onwri b bane pot. 

thenuelves up to .,.,. ,. i ^ i ■, i 

idle words un- and J>e ulejen vlyej? Jenn. m hise clepie J / ydele wordes / 
th»t the flies ac hi ne byej). ac hi byej of grat cost / and hannuoUe / 
Sie odis them and perilous, ase po pet emtej? fe herte of hire guode. 
they are^t w, ^^^ ^^1 J his ayen / mid ydehiesse / as Jo / huer-of 
J^^^ "*** behouej? yelde rekeninge of echen beuor god / ate daye 
of dome, ase god zayf ine his spelle. Hit ne is najt 
lite f ing / ne ydelenesse / huer-of hit behouej? rekeni 
And in the high and yelde scele ine pe heje cort / ase beuore god / and 
r^'u^b.""' al >e baronage of heuene. 
given of them. jjjg uq ydele wordes me zene^eb ine vif maneres. Vor 

In idle words one m »/ j * 

sinneth in five j)er bye J zome wordes ydele / huer of Je tonges byej? zuo 
1. The tongue is uolle / Jet spekej beuore / and behynde. J>et byej? aso 

sometimes full, ^t/,, i. .% ii 

[FoL 17. a.] pe cleper of pe melle / J>et ne may him najt hyealde 
dap^^ofamiiL stille. And yef hi spekj? bisyo wordes of ham J>et zao 
blef eliche tellej tidyinges. Jet zettej ofte hare herte tx) 
The after-tellers mesayse of ham Jet his yherej. and make J Je efter 
fools and uare. telleres ofte by yhyea[l]de foles and uor lyejeres. Efte/*- 
«. Idle tales and ward byeb be tales / and be uayre zigginges. huer-of hi 

fair sayings. ^ m t # x *- t^ w 

habbej moche of ydele bHsse / Jo Jet hise conne sotil- 

liche zigge / uor Je herkneres do wel lhe33e. Eftcr- 

8. Jesto and jokes Ward bye J Je bourdes / and Je trufles uol of uelf e / and 

full of fUth and of/><|. ,, i«.ii j a i. 

lie,^ of leazinges. Jet me clepej ydele wordes. Ac uorzoje 

stinking and foul hit ne bye J. ac hy bye J wel stinkinde / and wel uoule. 
4. Mocking and Eft^Tward bycj Je bisemeres and Je scomes / Jet hi 
srorn good zigge J opc Je guode men. and ope alle ham Jet wyllc J 

do wel / Jeruore : Jet hi myjten his draje to hare corde. 

and uram Je guode Jet hi habej y-co?iceyued wyjdra3e. 

J5et ne byej najt ydele wordes. Vor Jou art ase man- 
Thonartasaraan- 8la3je / yef Jou be Jine tonge / wyjdrajst ane man / 
causestany ojcr a child wcl to douc. and god Je can asemoche 
by thy tongue. * Jauk : asc woldc Je kyng / yef Je heddest ysla^e his 

zone / ojer his tresor ystole. 

J^^J^"*"' Op J)b zejvne of yelpinge. 

Efterward comj Je ze7me of yelpynge / Jet is wel 
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grat / and wel uoul / wel uals / and wel vileyn. Hi is wel 

grat : Vor hue pet yelp]? : he is aperteliche godes Jyef. He that bonsteth 

and him wyle benyme his blisse / ase we zede hyer- 

beuore. pet is a wel uals zewne. Vor pe guodes huerof Por a little wind 

he mi^te wynne pe heuene : hi yeuejj nor a litel wynd* 

And zuo hit is a wel uoul zewne. Vor be wordle zelf / The world itself 

,,,.-,, ., , ^ . ' holdeth him to be 

nam halt uor fol. and uor vilayn and uor nice. a fooi. 

Ine bise boie b3''eb vif leaues. bet byeb vif manure in this bough are 
of yelpmges. On is pretent. J>eLtJ is to zigge : of Jjinge i. Paet— boasting 
ypased. pet is pe zewne of Jan / fet zuo blej>eliche prpwese, Ac 
recorded hare dedes / and hare prowesses, and Jet hi 
w.enej> habbe / oJ>er wel ydo : o))er wel yzed. J)e ojjer «• Preeent-boast- 
is of present Jet is to zigge : of nou. J>et is pe zenne of riches, nobieneee, 
Jo : Jet n£^t ne do J gledlicho. ne ham ne paye J wel to ^ p™^®"* 
done / ne wel zigge. bote ase me his yzy^J / ojer yherj. 
Jjise / ine dede / oJer ine speche / and ine zinginge : hi 
yelpej / and zellej uor n^^t : al Jet hi doj. To Jan 
belongej Je zenne of zuichen Jet yelpej of Je guodes 
Jet hi habbej / oJer Jet hi wenej habbe / of hare 
noblesse, of hare richesse / of hare prouesse. Hy bye J 
ase be coccou / bet ne can zinge / bote of him zelue. be The^jboasterBare 

.;, . ^ . . . , Uke the cuckoo. 

Jndde is Je zenne of Jise ouerweneres Jet ziggej. ich s. overweening- 
wille do Jet / and Jet. ich wylle awreke forre. ich wille one wuf do.'' 
maki be belles and be danes. be uerbe is more sotil *• Blaming what 

^ r *' r ia right In others. 

Jet is of Jan Jet ne moje uor ssame ham-zelue praysi. 

ac al Jet ojre doJ / and ziggej : altogidere uayrliche 

blamyej ase rijt najt ne him praysej. to Jet hi conne 

do and zigge. J)e vifbe is yet more sotil / of ham Jet *• Affected 

huanne hi willeb bet me hise praysi / and hi nolleb Many folk say 

1. 1 1 . 1 . , / :i 1 tliat they are 

zigge aperteuche ; hi hit make J a najt / and make J zuo wicked and sinful, 
moche ham milde / and ziggej / Jet hi bye J zuo kueade / 
and zuo zenuol / and zuo onconnynde : Jrisi Je more / [FoI. 17. b.] 
Janne hi by. vor Jet me ham herej / and hyealde : uor ^^^^^"^^ 
wel bo3sam. 'Alias' zayj saynt bemard *huet Jer is hier esteem, 
zor^uolle yelpinge.' Hy makej ham dyeulen : uor Jet .©ivM^eviis, sT' 
me halt ham uor angles. Hy make J ham kueade : uor l^^^^'Jlf^'^i^^.^ 
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J)et me ssolde his hyealde uor good, ne more me ne 

may ham wrefi : j>awne uor to zigge / uor zoje foa 

zayst zoj). To Jan belongef Jje zenne of ham fet zechij> 

f^*k!l^ "**'^to spekemen ham uor to praysL and uor to grede hare 

praise and extol noblesse / be huas moube hi spekeb / and be more 

thelrvlrtuee. , , ' ^ r r / r 

hardyliche. ^ 

or flattery. Qp bLONDINGE; 

Fiattereri are jhe ^^ blonderes / byef ]?e dyeiiles noriches. J?et his 
8jy« ■"<''' ^^*» children yeueb zouke / and dob hani slepe ine har^ 

children and sing •/ r / T r 

themtoiieep. zenne be hare liaVre zailg. Hy smerieb bane way of 

They imear the . • t , 

way of heu with hclle uud hou^ / asc me dep to )>e here / uor Jet J>e 

zene3el*e hihe ssolde gud fe hardylakei?. Jjis zewne Mwt 

S^^*^thu«in ^^^^J • i^® vi^ deles. Jet byej ase vif leaues : ine f ise 

1. Prauing hastily ][)Q^e^ jj^ uerste zewue is of byse blonderes. bet huanne 

wliat is weU said . ^ ^ 

or done. hi yzej Jet he / ojer hy / Jet hi wylle J beuly / habbe J 

wel yzed. o Jer Jet he hej wel ydo : an-haste him zigge J 
to liim-zelue/uor Jet ha he J ydele blisse. Ac his kuead 

^f triflSr^*^" nolle J hi hiw najt telle. J>e ojer ze;ine is / huanne Jc 
Utle giiodes Jet hire children Jet hi do J zouke / ydo / 

TOo^ofUM^ ^^^^ ^^^ ' ^y ^^^^^ I ^^ dobblej / and nlbrej hit of 
^^^ tiren / al-huet Jer is more of lyeasinge / Janne of zoJ. 

And Jeruore hi byej ycleped ualse wytnesses me holy 
Jo^s"^^"**" ^ "^^ ^^ Jridde zenne is / huawne hi do J ond^rstonde 
The folk who a»-^» Je mawije / oJ>er Je Wyflhanne / Jet he he J iiie hiin 
and so deceive mauie ffuodes / and graces / hiiei^-of he ne heb nonb 

many are called 0/0/ r 

charmen. and Jeruore his clepej holy writ : charmeres. uor hy 

becharmej zuo moche Jane man : Jet heylef[p] ham more/ 
Janne hiw zelue. Jet he ylefj bet Jet he yherj : Janne 
Jet he yzijt. and Jet hy zigge J of him : Janne Jet hi use J. 

4. 8ingingi»i<i«e6o ije uerbc zenne is. bet huanne hi alle zingeb/* Placebo.' Jet 

to every word or '^ '^ '^ ox/ j 

deed, be it good or ig to zigge : * mi Ihord zayj zoJ. mi Ihord dej wel.' and 

bed; or echoing 

all that is said by wcudcj to guodc / al Jet Je guodemau dep / ojer zayJ. 

or M. by hit guod by hit kuead. And Jeruore hy byeJ ycleped 

ine Je writinge : ecko. Jet is Je rearde Jet ine Je heje 
belles comj ayen / and acordej to al Jet me him zayJ. 
by hit guod / by hit kucad. by hit zoJ / by hi uals. 
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SINa MEN TO SI^EEP IN SIN. Gl 

Jje vifte zewne is / huanne J)e blondere defendef / and ». Defendinsr, 
excuse^ / and wryej Je kueades / and J?e zewnea / of ham hiding faoita of 
pet he wyje nlateri. and ]?eruore zuyche byej) ycleped ine ThalTguiity of 
writinge : Hyles. Vor hi wrej? J)e ueljes of zenne of J?^?.'""**^*^ 
riche men / uor zom timlich guod. hueruore hi byeJ 
anlicned^to pe tayle of }& uoxe / be hare barat / i^nd 
uor hare bezuykinge of tedr^ynge. 

Blondere / and misziggere : byej> of one scole. Jjise ^Y"***" •^ 
byeJ pe tuo nykeren J>et we uynde J ine botes of kende i*ke N^ker* or 
of bestes. Vor by byeJ? a saewynge of fe ze / pet ine 
Wepep nykeren. pet habbep bodyes of wyfman / and 
tayl of iiisssse. and clauen of am. and zuo zuetelich 
zingep / pet hi makep slepe pe ssipnien / and efterward ^^° *^« ■^*°" 
his uorzuel3p. Jjet byej) pe blonderes. pet be hare nayre Bwauow them, 
^ng / inakep slepe pet uolk. and ine hare zenne. hi 2a%8e"^n'^* 
resemblep an eddre / pet hatte serayn. pet yernp more [Fou is. a.] 
zuypere / p£^nne hors, and operhuyl ylep. and babbep ***^1;^^**^ 
pet uenym zuo Strang : pet no triacle ne is per to najt hor»e. 
worp. Vor rapre comp pe dyap : panne me uelp pane 
byte. J)et byep pe missiggeres. of huaw? Salomon zayp / 
pet hi bytop / ase eddren ine bezuykinge. an pet uenira 
sla^p pri / in one stroke, pane pet zayp. pane pet Ihest. 
and pane / of huam he missayb. bet is pe felliste best ^ *^* ^^ 

^ ' J T r T Hyane,whoun- 

pet me clepep hyane. pet ondelfp pe bodies of dyade grav«dead 
men / and hise etep. J)et byep po / pet bytep and etep eau them. 
pe gupde men of religion / pet byep dyade to pe wordle. 
Hi byep more feller / panne helle. pet ne uorzuylp / 
bote kueade. Ac hi yemep op to pe guode. hueruore hy They are like the 
byep anlicned to pe zo3e. huanne hi hep yuarjed / wel who bitee meli in 
blepeliche byt men : ycloped mid huyt Hy byep ase OTUWthebeeUee 
pe Ihapwynche / pet ine uelpe of man / makep his nest / |2|** ^°^* ^"°^- 
and zuo restep. J)et byep pe ssarnboddes pet beulep pe bongheofeva 
floures. and louiep pet dong. And pes boj hep vif i. Finding of iie* 
leaues. J5e uerste is / huanne me vint leajinges.* and pe othen. 



kueades uor opren to arere blame. Jje oper is / huanne 

' leazingen 7 



2. Terilng and 



r 
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LI.\RS ARE LIKE THE SCORPION. 



increftsing the 
report of another's 
wroD^oin^. 
8. Turning good 
into eviL 



4. Speaking eril 
of others. 



fbr when one 
speaketh good of 
anoUier, some one 
will And 
thing amiss. 



They are like the 
scorpion, fair as 
to iu head, but 
whose tail is 
poiflonotts. 
6. False and un- 
true grudging of 
others' deeds. 



f et kuead f et he jhevf of ojren / he hit telj uor]) / and 
hit more]? of his ojen. j)e Jridde is huawne he kuencj? / 
and dej? to najte / alle pe guodes Jet J)e man dej) / and 
hise dej? hyea[l]de to ane kueade. Jjes eth fane man al 
yhoL )>e ofre ne etej? hine na;t al / ac byt / and nimj? 
a stech. and J>is is J>et uerje lyeaf of Jjise boje / Jet is 
propreliche ycleped todrajynge. Vor he to-drajj? / and 
toheauj eche daye zom stech of guode / Jet he yhyerj 
of ojren. Vor huanno me zayj guod of ojren touore 
him : ahieway he vint / and zot ames. Vor zoje he 
zayj : Jet is zoj. he is wel guod man / and ich hine 
louie moche / ak he hej zuich a lac ine liim / and Jet 
me uorjingj. Jjes is Je scorpioun Jet makej uayr mid 
Je heauede. and enueymej mid Je tayle. \)e vifte is 
huarme he mis went / and went to Je worse half, al Jet 
he yherj / ojer yzi^J / Jat me may wende to guode / 
and to kueade, and Jeruore is he uals demere / and 
outrewe. 



Lying. 

Lying makes a 
man false. 



The liar is among 
men as chaff 
among com. 

The liar is like 
the deviU 

The lUr, like the 
devil, changeth in 
many wsy« tlie 
folk to beguUe. 

He is like the 
chameleon, that 
liveth by air, who 
with all sorU of 
colours h%» none 
of his own. 

[Fol. 18. b.] 
In this bough are 
three small twigs. 



Leazyxges. 

Leazinge ualsej Jane man / alse me ualsej Je kinges 
sel / oJer Je popes bxdle. and Jeruore Jet me makeJ 
ualse monaye and berj ualse lettres : ha ssel by demd 
ase ualsere / ate daye of dome. j)e lyejere is amang Je 
men : ase Jo ualse peny amang Je guode. ase Jet chef : 
amang Je com. j)e lye^ere is ylich Je dyeule. Jet is 
his uader. ase god zayj ine his spelle. Vor he is 
lye3ere / and uader of leazingas / ase he Jet made Je 
uerste leazinge. and yet he hise makeJ / and tekj eche- 
daye. Jje dyeuel him ssewej ine uele ssefjes. and him 
chongej in uele wysen / Jet uolk uor to gyly. Alsuo 
dej Je lye3ere. hueruore he is ase Je gamelos Jet leue J 
by Je eyr and najt ne heJ ine his roppes bote wynd. 
and heJ ech manere colour / Jet ne heJ non his ojen. 

Ine Jise boje byej Jri smale tuygges : Vor Jer byej 
leazinges helpi/ide and leazinges likynde. and leazinges 
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OP THE SIX OF LYING. G3 

deriynde. and in echen is zenne. Vor ase zayj) saynt J- ^^ helping, 
austin. asemoche ase he fet lye3j) / be his leazinge / dej) «• Li«» hurtfui. 
guod to ofren : alneway he deJ) his 03ene harm / fawne i. The first sin 
J)e leazinges helpinde byej) zenne. Ac fe leazinges manwhoUguuty 
likinde. byeJ) more grat zenne / ase byeJ) fe hyejinges ^ xh^ •eoond sin 
of ]>e lozewiour. and of fe gememen / and of J)e scomeres. J^TMoraera^who 
J)et ziggej) J)e bysemeres. and fe lezinges. and J>e Ihe^- ^ *<* p^®»^ '**"^ 
inges uor to solaci fet uolk / ine ziggynge / and ham to 
harkin : is zenne. hit ne is non drede. Ac be lyazinges *• The third sin i« 

r '^ o deadlj. whether 

deriynde : byeJ) dyadlich zenne. huanne me his zayJ) it be in thought 
wytindeliche / and be J)03te^ / uor to do harm to ofren. ^ims. bo2to] 

To })ise bo3e belonge}) alle ualshedes / and pe gyles / to this bough be- 
and J)e contackes. pet me deJ) in al pe wordle uor ofren (^feg*I^dc *' 
to gyly and harmy. ofer ine zaule / oJ)er in bodye. o]>er 
ine guodes. o))er ine los / huych ]>et hit by. 



tests, made to 



Op J)B zenne op LYE3INGE. or the sin of 

lying. 

Kvead bing hit is to lyeje / ac more zenne hit is him ^^^^^ *■ " 

' «' ^ / thuk lying. 

zelue uorzuerie. and ))eniore oure Ihord hit zuo moche 

iiorbyet. Perilous ping hit is to zuerie. ac na3t uor 

pan I J)et ine no poynt me ne may zuerie : wyJ)-oute 

zenne. ase zayJ) fe bougre. Ac uor J)an J)et of te zuerie : swewing leads to 

makeb ofte uorzuerie / and ofte zene^L Vor ine zeue There are seven 

^ modes of swear- 

manures me zuerej). V erst huanne me zuerej) boldliche / ing : 
pet is [in] onworfnesse/ and ble))eliche. pet hit pingp /pet * ^ 

him hit likep to zuerie. peruore hit uorbyet saint lacob. 
'ne zueriep na3t : bote huanne hit is nyed.' ac pet wyl : *• Needful swear- 
is be lecherie * uor to zuerie. Efte^'ward huan me zuereb *• i^^ght swtar- 

^ ing. 

Ii3tliche / pet is uor na3t / and wyp-oute scele. pet is p ms. uuchtru'i 

uorbode ine pe opre heste of pe la3e / pet god wrot ine 

pe tables of ston / mid his vingre. Efberward huanne J. Habitual swear- 

me zuerep be wone : ase at eche worde. Vor per byep 

zome zuo euele yta3t : pet hi ne conne noping / zygge 

wyp-oute zueriynge. J?ise habbep god in to grat on- "old ood^^ron-* 

worphede. huanne al day / and uor na3t / him clepiep to *«°>p^- 

wytnesse / of al pet hi ziggep. Vor zueriinge ne is non 
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64 FOOLISH AND FALSE SWEARING. 

o]>er fing : fanne to clepie god to wytnesse. and his 
6. Fooiuh nw%AT- moder / and his haljen. Efterward huawne me znerej) 
^^ Bu D ^Qjjj^i^g ^^^ jjgj. yualf ine uele maneres. Of er huawne 

me zuerej) be tyene / and sodaynlyche / huer-of hiwi 
in nah promiiM, uorfingj) eft^rward. 0]>er huanne me zueref nor f ing 

pet me ne may na^t healde wyJ>-oute zewne : znich of 
in bold asMitions me ssel bpeke : and do p^nonce nor bane fole ob. Ober 

without being . , , . 

certain of the huanno me zuerej) zikerliche / of finge fet me nis na3t 

truthf 

ziker / yet faj hit by zof . Oper huawne me behat 
inpromiiingwhat aikerliche pet me najt not / yef me hit may uoluelle. 

one cannot ftxUll; ,. v . • / •_ 

and iwearing by OJ)er huawne me zuerejj be pe sseppmges / ase me zayf. 

one'rhead,**&c. ^^ \>e zo/iue pet ssiup. by pet uer pet bemp. oper by 
myn heued. oper by myne uader zaule. oper opre pane 
ylych, Zuyche opes god uorbyet in his spelle. Vor 
pet ich ssel maky ziker : ich ne ssel najt dra3e to 
[Foi. 19. a.] wytnesse / bote pane heje zop. pet is god pet al wot. 
na^t pe clene sseppes / pet ne byep bote ydelnesse. And 

ThieitworeWp- huawne ich his zuerye be boHe : ich here ham ane 

ping Uie oreature •' '^ ^ 

instead of the worpssippe / pet ich ssolde here to god onlepL Ac 
huawne me zuerep be pe * godspelle : me zuerep be him / 
pet pe wordes byep / and byep ywryte. And huawne me 
zuerep be pe holy relikes / and be pe hal3en of paradis : 
me zuerep be ham / and be god pet ine ham wonep. 

oodT^hu^^ Efterward huawne me zuerep vileynliche by god / and 

■ainu. -j^y jjjg hal3en. ine pise zewne / byep pe cristene worse / 

panne pe sarasyn. pet nolden zuerie ine none manere / 
ne nolden polye / pet me zuore beuore ham / zuo vileyn- 

Thoee guilty of lyche / be lesu crist : ase dob be cristene. Hi byeb 

this iln are woree ^ ' ' '^ ^ ^ 

than the Jews who more worse bawne be gyewes : bet hine dede a-rode. Hy 

crucified Chrlit. ,, ^ «,., . ^. i- ^ -i ^ ^ 

ne breken non of his buones. Ac pise him tobrekep 
smaller : pawne me dep pet zuyn ine bocherie. Jjise ne 
uorberep na3t oure Iheuedi. and pise his tobrekep more 
vileynlaker : and hire / and pe opre hal3en / pet hit is 
It is a wonder wonder: hou be crtstendom hit poleb. Efterward 

how Christendom ' * ' 

beareth them. huawne me zuerep ualsliche. oper huawne me berp ualse 

* It may be read J>o 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE SEVEN BOUGHS OF STRIFE. 65 

wvtnesse. ober me zuereb uals / wytindelyche. ine 7. PaUw swearing 
huyche manyere / fet me zuerej) oper openliche / o]>er ing. 
stilleliclie be art / oper be sophistne. Vor ase ))e ri3te 
wrvtes ziffgel) / god bet loueb Mueknesse / and zob- ood iove§ meek- 

J && r / o r r / ^ ness and truth. 

nesse / yne zuyche wytte onderuangj) pane op / and onder- 
stant f et word : ase he hit onderstant / fet ne feng]> 
nj^t bote guod. and fet muekliche / and wyJ)-oute stryf 
hit onderstant. 

Mochel is grat godes myldenesse. huawne zuyche oreat u God'« 

*^ , . mildness, when 

men bet zuerie)) of f inge fet hi wytej) wel : pet ne is men swear 
na3t zop. oper behotej) ping : pet hi nele * na3t healde. [i ioK«|»/] 
pet pe dyeuel him ne astranglep hastelyche. Vor For when one 
huanne he zayp : zuo god me helpe. oper zuo god me help!" and if he iie 
loky. and he lye3e: he dep him out of pe helpe/ ©ut^'ofthep^eof 
and of lokynge of god. nou ssolde he be ri3te / lyese ' "•"^* 
wyt / and onderstondiwge / and body, and guodes. and 
zaule / and al pet he halt of gode. 

be laste boa of bise zewne is : huanne man agelt his The last bough of 

, • / 1 ^ J . this sin is when a 

treube / and pet he hep behote' / and y-granted. oper man sinneth 

, , . - -ir ^ ^ 1 /J against hU truth 

be his trmipe. oper be his ope. Vor treupe ylo3e / and ^^ against hia 
op ybroke : is ase hit were al on. Pms. bohote] 



Cheabte. 



strife. 



Saynt augustin zayp. pet noping zuo moche ne ys strife is like the 
ylych to pe dyeules dedes : ase cheaste. J?es ^ meyster saith Augustine, 
huer-of ne is non drede : payp moche pe dyeule / and 
na3t ne payp god. pet ne louep bote pays / and onynge. 

)>es bo3 him to^lelp ine .vij. opre bo3es. Huer-of pe ^3^J^,, 
uerste is: strif. J?e oper / chidinge. J?e pridde / J; ^^;^ 
missigginge. J)e uerpe / godelinge. J?e uifte / atwyt- j. Kvii^ij^ng. 
inse. be zixte / breapninge. be zeuende / vnonynge 6. Reproaching. 

^ '' . , /a 6. Threatening. 

arere. Huanne pe dyeuel yzi3p loue / and onynge 7. Discord, 
amang uolke : moche hit him uorpingp. and uor ham ute Jweiove"** 
maki vnonynge : he makep blepeUche his mijte ham "^^^^^^^^ , 
uor to do striuL And pe dyeuel beginp pet uer of buries to raise 

8 It is not clear whether p« or pw is the MS. reading. 
5 
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CO THE SEVEN BOUGHS OF STRIFE. 

which Is followed tyeiie / and euel wyl uor to becleppe. ])anno efter J>et 
on© says to the strif / and be cheaste : comb be noyse / and be cheaste. 

other. "So It U," ,,/, , , ,, 

*'iti8iK>t»o." Al / alsuo nuanne me aly^t pet uer: lnap|) pet smecn 
••itwMnotso." efter \>e layt Stryf / and cheaste / and huanne \>e 
on zayj) to \>e opren : * zuo hit is.' *zuo hit ne is.* *zuo 
hit wes * / *zuo hit nes.* 
2. Gliding u Chidinge is : huawne eyder lyexnep opren / oper 

another. greate wordes, Efter pan comep pe myssigginges. pet 

[Foi.iQ.b.] is huawne pe on peynep pannopren / and ziggep pe 
8. An evil speaker greate felonyes. Vor per is a feloun pet hep pe tonge 
illL^'tS^a ^^^^ keruinde : panne rasonr. 'more zuyfter / panne 
"***'• ar^ve ulyinde. and more boryinde : panne zouteres eles. 

He ii uke the zuyche men byep anlykned to pe porn-hog. pet ys al 
hog), wi^ iu y^vryje myd prikyinde eles. and hit is to moche fel / 
oIaSt*MdSn! *^d zone hit is wrop. And panne hit is of-tyened : he 
He is like a fierce ^®®*' ^^^ ^^ ®^^* ^^ ^® bodye : arijthalf / and a lefthalf. 
f^wuirt'eve ^^^^° ^® ^ anlikned to pe felle dogge. pet byt / and 
^^y- beberkp alle po pet he may. 

4. Slandering. Efterward comep pe godelinges. J^t is huanne pe 

on godelep panne oprene. And pet is zuo grat zenne / pet 
pe wrytynge zayp : pet huo pet godelep his emcrtsten : 

Slanderers are ho ys acorscd of god. And saynte paul zayp. pet zuych 
uolk ne mo^e habbe godes ryche. And Salomon zayp. 

Their mouth is as pet hare moup is : ase pe wyjte pet ualp ino hot weter. 

fcuethi^tohot P^t keat hyer / and per : and scoldep alle po pet byep 

:r;'r"^*"j'eraboute. 

5. Reproaching a Efterpan comep pe wypnymynges / pet byet yet 
foUtelrpov^rty,*' T^ore gratter zenne. huanne me atwyt ane man / oper 
poor kin, &c j^g zcnnes / oper his folies / oper his pouert^ / oper his 

poure ken / oper opre lac * pet is ine him. 

6. Threatening Is Efterward ZUO comep pe preapnynges / and beginnep 
warT*^ * ** pe medles / and pe werres. Ac aboue alle pise ze??nes 

pet we habbep hyer ynemned : pasep pe zenne [of] 
Above au the sins i^am / bet be hare kueade tonge / sostyeneb / and 

already named, U ' '^ . , J r I 

the sin of those arerep pe strifs / and pe euele "wylles / betuene ham 

who by their evil 

^ dffaute has been erased in the MS. 
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OP THE BIN OP MURMURING. 67 

))et byef uryendes togidere. and Jo pet miswendej) \>ei ^'^^^*^f^\ 
pays, and J)e onynges. God hatej) moche ziiych uolk evii wiu. 
and zuo zayj? pe writinge. 

Op GROCHINGE. JJET is op him JJET NB DAR NA3T mum^n^**' 
ANBUERIB. 

Ofte we hit yzej) come / fet J>e Uke J)et ne dar an- ^4^*^,:1 
suerye / ne chide, pet he begin J to grochi betuene his ©'their faults 
tej). and gnmny. Vor efter pe chyaste ; we zettep pe and grunting, 
zenne of grochinge. Hon grat is pe zewne : ous ssewej) 
wel pe wreche J)et god kan nyme. ase recorded holi 
wryt. Vor bise zenne / onleak be erbe / and uorzual^ ^©r thu tin un- 

•^ ' / i- r / 7 locked the earth 

datan and abyron. and villen doun al kuic in-to helle, «nd swallowed 

/ -, I , , , Dathanand 

An uor fo zewne / zente god a uer / Jet uorbemde kore : AWram. 

and alle his uelajes. CC.L. of pe gretteste of godes ost 

ine desert. Vor be ilke zewne uorlore be yewes bet land Porthiadii tha 

'^ J- J r Jews loet the lan4 

of beheste / bet god ham hedde behote. zuo bet of zix of Promise, 

so that out of 

.C. J)ou8ond / Jet god hedde ykest/ out of Je Jreldome th# six hundred 
of Je kinges of egipte. and Jet he hedde yloked : uourti came out or ^ 
year ine desert / myd Je manne of heuene. ne yede in- ^^^ 
to be holy londe / bote tuo / wyboute mo. bet hetten only t^© (Caieb 

/ ' I Jr r and Joahua) lived 

calef : and losue. ac alle hi storuen in zor3e : ine Je to enter Canaan, 
desert 

Jjia zenne hej tuaye bojes. Vor Je on : is grouch- ^^ym-. 1. Mnr^^ 
inge aye god. and Je ojre aye man regnej. Jjis zenne ^^^[^ ^S^^lr- 
is ine uele maneres / ase ine sergons aye hire Ihordinges. in« against man. 

' o J o This sin la seen 

ine wyfmen: aye hare leuedis. and ine children / aye in many ways, 
hare uaderes / and hare modren. Ine poure : aye Je against their 
riche. and Je Jrelles : aye Je knyjtes. Ine leawede : J^Ij^their*" 
aye Je clerkes / and aye Je prelas. and Je cloystrers : I^^^H^?" 
aye Je abbottes. and Je pnours : and hire officials / ase P»«nts, 4c 
subpn'or. and Je Jre. And wext Je grochinges ine alle ^^^ ^- ••^ 
zuyche pcrsones : ober of onbo^samnesse uor Jan Jet me This is the rerott 

^ ^ ^ ? / ofdUobedlence, 

is to hard ine hestes. Jer ine sleau Je / uor Jet me is to sloth, or impa- 

tlence. 

sleuuoL ojer of inpacience / uor Jet me no dej najt 

alle Je wylles. oJer of enuie. oJer of felouie, uor Jet 

6 ♦ 
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68 THE DEVIL'a SONGS OF HELL. 

me auonce)) more J)e on : J?awne J?e ofre. and manye 

ofre kueade roten. 
HandwirM tobe Grochinge aye god hep yet nou ynoj mo enchey- 
{fhe 'hJl^l^'hu* souns. Vor man J>et hej) uorlore grace / and polemod- 
^"\n8t H™"* ^^®®® • ^^ ^^® ^y iJiayster ope god zuo / f et / al god 

and gingeth the deb ino eibo : bote yef he hit ne do al to his wylle : an 
devU'i iODg. , , , , , 

haste he grochej) aye god. and zyngf f et pater noster. 

The Holy Ghoet to tokne. Vorzobe ac be dyeules zang. Vor ase be holi 

makeUihisehosen ^ f., ., , 

ting of the sweet gost tek]?. and make]? his ychosene zinge me hare herten 
■ongs o eaven. ^^ ^^q^q zonges of heuene. fei is of pe graces of al ]>et 
The devil maketh he deb. and of al bet he us zent. Alsuo be kueade gost 

hU diMTlples elng ,,.,.,. f,,i 

the long of hell, make)) his deciples zmge ))anne zang of helle. ]>et is 

*'* *™ ' grochinge. ]>et eure ssel yleste ine helle. in al pet god 

dep / bote hit by al to hire wylle. Vorzof e mochel is 

zuych a man fol / ant out of his wyte / J>et wyle pet me 

him yelde scele / of al ]>et he heJ) ydo / yef me him zent / 

Thej murmur aducpset^. pouerte. ziknesse. dyere time. rayn. dru^be. 

against God tot . 

every adversity yef me jefp him / and benymj) hit opren. bote yef hit 

ne by do al to his wylle : he him niymj) anhaste to 

What wonder ia OTOchi aye cod / and him euele bonkeb. huet wonder is 

it, if God take ... 

vengeance upon hit / psi^ god him awTekJ) of zuycho uolke / J>et wyllep 

■uchfolkl 



him benyme Ins Ihordssip / and his wyshede. 



Of opposition Op wyJjstondyngb. 

(rebellious oon- 

w^^;tandingis ^^^^ ^^^ ^^ gTOchiuge : ac more is wore / wyf- 

worse than grudg. stondinge. wyJ?stondynge is a zenne / J>et com]> of pe 

herte J)et is rebel / and hard / and rebours / and dyuers. 

This sin Is seen in j)et alneway wyle J)et his wyl by do / and his zyggiwge 

bow to none, by yhyalde. J)et wyle / pet alle pe opre / bou3e to him. 

and he ne bou3e to nonen. pis is pe harde herte : 

huer-of Salomon zayj). pet he [ne may najt fayly : of 

whose hearu are kued ende. And ase ber is grochinge aye god. and aye 

rebellious to God , . i.i:_xvixj/.. 

and man. Hian : alsuo IS zuych herte rebel to god / and to man. 

This sin hath Jjis zenne heb vour bojes. Vor zuyche herten byeb 

four boughs, , *f r 

that appear in the rebouTS / and rebels / red / to leue. to done godes heste. 
chastinge polyo. and techinge onderuonge, Yef enye 
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THE CONDITION OF THE REBELLIOUS. 69 

of hare uryendes ham wyllej) rede, and hare ureme i. They rebel 

, . , , , against the ad\ice 

ssewy. na^t ham nolle)) yhere. rafre uor fet hi habbej) otMand». 
yspeke. hi dof \>e more blefelaker pe contrarye. To J)e 2. They are rebei- 
rede of oure Ihorde : ofte hi bye)) rebel / yef me ham christf* 
ret ))ing: fet by to helfe to hire zaules. ne nopyng 
noUeb do / erban me gabbeb of ham. And bos hy s. They are rebeit 

' ox r *> agalDBtthebe- 

byef rebels / to ))e heste of oure Ihorde / to huam hi heauofourLopd. 
bye)) yhyealde. and zuo moche ham zet beuore j)e dyeuel 
of toknen. o))er of fyeblesse. opev of elde. o)?er of ye3e))e. 
ofer of ofre kueade sceles. fet alast : hi ne do)) najt. 
Efterward huarane me his chasteb / and wybnymb. hi '^^y "<'™« 

'^ ' JT J r themartvea when- 

ham defendef ase ))e bor / zuo ))et hare folyes ne be- ever corrected. 

knawej). and fe more fet hi ham excusef : pe more wext 

))e zenne. And zuo hit is huanne god his beat / and whenOodchagt- 

chastef. and maugre hy wytef. and zyggef ofte. onfank J^**^ ^^ *!JJ^ 

))an : and fe opren / * huet wyle god me do. huet habe •^ against Him. 

ich him misdo 1 ' j5os dep fe fol. and ))et him ssolde 

by triacle : to him went in to uenym. and be medecine : _ 

^ J r [FoI.«).b.] 

him yef)) fane dyaj). Efterward fer byef zome of zuo 4. They luten to 
diners wyt / )?et none guode techinge ne onderuonge)). but^foiio^eir^' 
ak alneway weryej) hare sentense huet fet hit by. zuo ^"tojj"e^"f *° 
))et ofte hi ualle]) ine errour. and ine ualse opinions, and 
ine eresye. and ine euele byleaue. 

Of BLA8FEMYE8. Of blasphemy. 

Blasfemyes is. ase zayf saynt austin. ofer huanne Jrtasphemy u to 
me yleff and zayf of god fing : ))et me ne ssel yleue / ood what one doee 
ne healde. ofer me ne lefj) najt fet me ssolde yleue. Ac beUeve. 
speciallyche we clepie)) hyer blasfemye : huanne me specially la this 
missay)) of god / and of his hal3en. o))er of the sacre- speak evil of God, 
mens of holy cherche. Jjis zenne ys ydo ine uele SlfriS^**' ™* 
maneres. Ofer huanne me hit zayf be )?03te. tee dof ))e ^JJuev^iSr ""* 
bougres / and ))e mysbyleuinde. Ojer me hit zayf uor 
couaytise to wynne. ase dof ))i8e charmeres / and pise 
t^ychen. 0))er huanne me hit zayp bo tyene / and be ^^ ^^ ^j^^^ 
despit ase dop J)L8e playeres / jjet zuo uyleynliche who wickedly 
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70 FOR TO LEARN TO DIE. 

bi^chrUfs tobrekej lesu cristes body, and zuo uileynliche mis- 

siggej) of god an cf his blissede moder / J)et hit is 

TbM« folk are like dreduol and zone to hyere / and Iheste. bise byeb ase 

mad hounds, that . r ^ g 

bite and know not wode houndes / ]>et bite]) and ne knawe]> na^t hare 
Ihord. \y\& zenne is zuo grat : ])et god his awrek]) o})er- 
huyl aperteliche ase we habbef yzed beuore / ]>o we 

This Bin ood haa gpeke of wyckede uolke. Of bise zenne zayb god ine 

declared shall not- ^ ^ ^ . . 

be forgiven. his spelle / ))et hit ne ssel by uoryeue: ne ine ]>ise 

wordle ne ine J?e ofre. 
Of the 10 tins of Xou WO habbe)) y tald ten manere zerines of f e tonge. 

the i8t la idieneas ]}anne is ]>e uerste : ydebiesse. and ]>e laste : blasfemie 
phemyi and be cas hit is J?et Salomon zayp. J)et J)e beginnynge 

foUj. the end of ]>e kueade tonge : is folie. and ]>e ende : to kuead 
•^'' errour. 

Here end the HyeT ende]) ])e zeue dyadliche ze72nes / and alle hire 

bo^es. and huo ]>et wel him 8tud6 de]) * ine fise boc : he 
No man can keep myjte moche profiti / and lyemy / and knawe eche 

himielfquitof '^^ ^ / , , . , , ^ 

them unless he manyere of zenne / and hi7/£-zelue wel ssryue. Vor non 
ne may him wel ssriuc / ne him loki uram zetine : bote 
he his ne knawe. Kou ssol ])awne ]?e ilke / ]>et ine fise 
boc ret yzy diligentliche to by yssriue. and him loky 

Of those sins that be his myjte. Of obre zennes bet he ne is na^t celti : 

he hath not com- t 

mitted. let him he ssel herye god and him bojsamliche ^onky. ))et him 

thank Ood for pre- . i i ji 

serving him from nej) ylOKeO. 
them. 

For to learn to VOR TO LYERNY STERUB. 

die. 

tob?*abie^'iw" Onnea])e sterf / ]>et ylyemed ne ho]). Lyeme to 
[j^oto 1^ f snie steruo : banne sselt bou conne libbe. Vor non wel 

eapiUU.] ^ ' 

ue is a wretch hbbe ne ssel conne : bet to sterue ylyemed ne heK 

whooannotUrt . , .„ • i , , / 

nor dare die. And J)e like aryjt IS ycleped wrechche : pet ne can 
lybbe / ne ne dar sterue. 

Yef J)ou wylt libbe vriliche. lyeme to sterue gled- 

liche. Yef fou me zayst / hou me hit ssel lyemy : ich 

This life u but ^^ ^1^ >® zigge an haste. J)ou sselt ywyte JKst p'la 

itSji^u^** lyf : ne is bote dya]). Vor dyaj) is a wendinge. and pet 

1 MS. 0tudedet» 
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WE ja\E EVER DYING. 71 

ech wot. and feruore me zayf of ane manne hua/ino he 
sterfj) : he went. And hua/me he is dyad : ho is ywent. 
Jjis lyf alsuo ne is bote a wendynge. uor zofe / uor zofe 2 
a wendinge wel ssort. Vor al fet lyf of ane mawne/ faj AiuheUfeofa 
he leuede a pousond year ; J>et ne ssolde by / bote uve<i a thousand 
onlepy prikke : to pe zy3})e / of J)e oJ)re lyue / pet eure JS^'^m^^to 
wyfoute ende ssel yleste. ojjer ine 20130: oJ>er ine ^^« "f« '^'*'0'»* 
blisse / wyJ?oute ondynge, ^p^l 21. aj 

Jjis ons wytnesset wel fe kyng. pe erl. pe prince. J)e Thia bear as 
emperour. pet pe blysse of pe wordle : hedden zomtyme. earu, princes, &c.. 
nou ine helle : wepep / and gredep. yellep / and zor^ep. Jum ^X world, 
*A. alias : huet is ous worp oure pouer. worpssippe. a^dyeiHTheuT* 
noblesse, richesse. blisse. and host, al hit ys ywent / H^l^^Xht^'^ 
wel rapre panne ssed : oper uojel ulyinde. oper quarel "^•"®"^**"** 
of arblaste. And pons gep al oure lyf. Nou we were •hadow, 

' wo were bom, and 

ybore : and an haste dyad, ne al oure lyf: nes na3t bote diedinhaete; 

a lyte prikke. nou we byep ine zoi^e wyp-oute ende. 

Oure blisse / is ywent in-to wop. oure karoles : into our bUss is tum- 

zor3e. gerlondes. robes, playinges. messinges. and alle Ld^our^cTrou** 

guodes byep, ous yfayled.' Zuyche byep po zonges of s"udilw^he 

helle. ase pe writinge ous telp. ous uor to ssewy : pet ■o»«»ofi»«u- 

pis lyf / ne is bote a wendynge : wel ssort. and pis 

wordle : ne is bote wendynge. and libbe ne is bote ' a [» ms. boto] 

wendynge. ))anne ne is libbe : bote sterue. and pet is To live u but to 

. die. 

zop / ase pater noster. Vor huanne pou begonne libbe : wben we begin 
anhaste poU begonne to sterue. And al pin elde. and al to die. 
pine time / pet ys yguo : pe dyap pe hep ywonne : and 
halt. J)ou zayst pet pou best zixti year, pe dyap hise We say we hare 
hep. and neuremo his nele pe yelde. Jjeruore is pet death has and 

^ iii»i 11 -11.1 will never yield 

wyt ot pe wordle tolye. And pe clerk zyinde : ne them. 
yzy3p na3t. Day and ni3t / makep ping, and pe more pet 
hit makep : pe lesse zuo knawep. alneway steruep : and 
hi ne conne sterue. Vor day / and ny3t : pou sterfst / 
as ich pe habbe yzed. 

Yet eft ine opre manere / ich pe teche pise clergie. 
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72 DEATH PARTS 80UL AND BODY. 

Death is a aepar- het bou conne wel libbe : and wel sterae. Nou yliyer : 

ationofthesoul ^ ' '^ '^ 

and body. and ondcrstand. fe dyaj ne is bot a todelinge of Je 

zaule : and of J>e bodye. and J>et ech wel wot. Nou oua 

caton the wise tekj) be wyse catoun. * Lyeme we' zayb he * to sterue. 

teUs us to separate r r J J JT 

the ghost from todele we pane gost of pe bodie ofte.* pet deden J)e meste 
often sordid the "^86 of pise philosophes J)et pis lif zuo moche hateden / 
who^hid^o ^we ^^^ \^ wordle : zuo moche onworpede. and zuo moche 
norbeuefof wylnede lyf najt dyeadHch. pet hi westen be hare 
wylle. ac hit nes ham najt worp. Vor hi ne hedden 
now grace / ne pe beleaue of iesu crist. Ac pe holy men 
^^;^^^* pet louiep god / and yleuep / pet of pri dyeapes / habbep 
\^^ bri ^^ ^*y ypased. Vor per is dyap to zenne : and dyad 
diw>«.] to pe wordle. Nou abydep pane pridde dyeap. pet is pe 

to sin and a death todijtiuge of be zaule : and of be bodie. Betuene ham 

to the world. ,i., , / , , , 

The third death is and paradys ne 18 bote a lyte woj / pet hy ageltep be 
thescSifromthe penchiuge / and be wylnynge. and yef pet bodi is of pis 
Auttie wall ^^^ ' \^ heitc / and pe gost : is of operhalf. Jjer hy 
J^l^^^j^" habbep hyre bleuinge / as zayp saynte pauL hire solas. 
Their thoughu i^ire bUsse. and hire confort. and alle hire lostes. and 

are in heaven, 

and they hate this peruoTO : hy hatycp pis lyf: pet ne is bote dyap. and 
death. wylnep pane dyap bodylich. Vor pet is damezele bere- 

blisse / pet pe dyap / pet alle pe hal3en corounep / and 

dop [zettep] in to blisse. 
[-ffi«« is dyop.] Dyab is to guodemen : ende of alle kueade. and 

Death to good ^ ^ ° 

men Is end of au gate / and inguoynge : of alle guode. Dyap is pe 

evils and com- 

mencement of Stream ! pet todclp / dyap / and lyf. Dyap / is of pis 
every essing. \^ jjf j ^f qj^q jj^if ^q |,^ wyse of pise wordle pet 

of pis half pe streme yzyep zuo brijte : of operhalf hi 
The wise of this najt uo yzcp. an peruore his clepep pe writinge : foles / 
and blind, and yblent Vor peme dyap : hi clepiep lyf. And 

pane dyap / pet is to pe guoden / beginnynge of Hue : 

for they call death hi hit clepiep / pan ende. And peruore hy hatyep zuo 

SiV^tSI^^d. nioclie >ane dyap. Vor hi nytep huet hit is. ne of 

[FoL 21. b] operhalf pe streame ne habbep najt ybleued. and najt 

ne wot : pet out ne gep. 
If thou wilt know j)&nne yef pou wylt ywyte huet is guod / and huet is 
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kuead : euo out of bi zelue. guo out of be wordle. Heme what u good and 

^ r o T what Is evil, go 

to sterue. todel bine zaule uram be bodye be boate. zend outofthywif, 

* " * ^ ^ divide tliy loul 

))ine herte in-to ]>e of re wordle : J)et is to heuene. into ihimthebody.and 
helle / in-to purgatorie. perfou sselt* yzy : huet isguod ta^ the^other***'* 
and huet is kuead. Ine helle fou sael[t] yzi mo zoi^es : ve^hdi^Md^ 
]>anne me moje deuisy. Ine pwrgatorie / mo tormens ^■'^'y- 
])anne me moje Jolye. Ine paradys / more blisse ]>anne 
me moje wylny. Helle be ssel teche / hou god awrekb Heu ahau teach 

, „ , ^ . , I , thcehowGod 

dyadlych zenna Purgatone : J?e ssel seawy / hou avenges deadly 
god clenzef veniel zenne. Ine heuene fou sselt yzy purgatory ehau 
openliche / hou uiHues / and guode dedes: byej) 'eniautoh!*'' 
hejUche yolde. Ine fis fri finges : is al fet is nyed JjTh^nthou 
wel to wytene hou me ssel cowne libbe / and wel i^*"®***®^*®*** 

•^ ' deeds are re- 

Sterue. warded. 

Nou loke eftzone a lyte / and ne tyene fe na^t / to Forget thy body 
pise J)ri finges. uorpet fou lyemest to hatye zewne. ^ heu in^thy ufel 
Voryet Ji body / ones a day. guo in-to helle ine J)ine ^TikiS^it at^uif 
libbinde : pet J)ou ne guo / ine pine steminge. J^s dep ?uf ^;^ Q/*ett«.i 
of te pe holi man / and pe wyse. J)er pou sselt yzy : al There shait thou 
pet herte hatep. and bevly3p. and defaute of alle guode. aii that is good, 
yno3 of alle kueade. ver bemynde. brenston stinkinde. evufbunlingflre, 
tempeste brayinde. Toule dyeulen. honger. and porst: iSnelfou^^^ig, 
pet me ne may n^t stonchi. dyuerse pines / and ^^'^^^ 
wepinges. and zorjes : mo panne herte mo3e penche / *°<* "orrow. 
ne tonge telle, and eure ssel yleste wyp-oute ende. And wherefore twi 

• -^ Ml 1 1 1 1 .^ -^ . sorrow is callM 

peruore is pe like zor3e wel ycleped : dyap wyp-oute death withoutend. 
ende. And huanne pou yzixt pet hit behouep zuo dyere 
abegge onlepy dyadlich zewne : pe woldest pe rapre lete 
be vlaje quik. pawne pou dorstest / to onelepi dyadliche 
zewne coTwentL 

Efterward guo in-to pwrgatoriie. per pou sselt yzi pe ^^^^^^\ 
pines of pe zaules / pet hyer hedden uorpenchinge / ak to purgatory, 
nere naat uolliche yclenzed. nou hi dob per / be leuinge of those who wert 

/ 11 1.1/1. , - not here ftilly 

of hare penonce / al-huet pet hi byep / bnjte / and cleansed of their 
dene, ase hi weren ate poynt / and ate time / huanne hi 
1 MS. Bselelt 
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74 OF VENIAL OR LIGHT SINS. 

Their peiiAnoe la yeden out * of J)e welle of cristninge. Ac fe like penonce 

ys wel grislich and hard. Vor al pet eure J)oleden J)e 

All that inwtyrt holy martires. ober wyfmen bet trauayleb of cbilde / of 

ever •offered or , i . , i i 

women with chud, zor^e : ne ys bote a hep me cnald weter : to pe reward 

ooid water in com- of pe fomayse : huerinne beme]> pe zaulee. al-huet hi 

ftxmace wherein* ^7^} yclenzed. ase gold al yclienzed'* ine pe vere / me 

thej bum. ^^ .^^ j^g^^ ])awne yclenzed. Vor J)et uer is of zuyche 

kende / al pet hit vint ine pe zanle of gelte of dede. of 

speche. of pojte / fet yemej) to zewne : oper lite / oper 

moche : al uorbemp/and clenzej). and per byep ypunyssed, 

Venial sint are and awreke : alle uenyal zennes. pet we clepiep : litle 

do oft. zennes. pet we dop ofte / and smale fole p03tes. wordes 

ydele. trufles. scomes. and alle opre ydolnesses. al-huet 

hi by worpe : to guo in-to heuene. huer ne gep in na^t / 

to" ta^dJl^^dT ^^ ^^ ^^ "3^ hn'^t J5et ilke uer dredep po. pet by 

thoee who keep hare mjtte ham lokeb uram dyadlich zenne. and lokep 

holy their Boula ''^ r J r 

and bodies. holyliche hare herten. and hare bodyes. and hare moupes. 

[FoL 22. a.] ^^^ j^^ ^ wyttcs uram alle zenne. and zuo libbep / ase hi 

ssolden echedaye to dome come to-uore god. And peruore 

None ToBj Wf j,et non ne may libbe wyp-oute zenne. Vor ase zayp Salo^ 

for good men nion : zeuezipe a day / ualp pe guode man. and peruore 

a day, be holy ssrifte / and be tyeares / and be benes : hi dop 

tears, and prayers hare mi^to ham zelue to arere / and to amend!, and ham 

iw^^°are^not ^®^^® ^^ deme : pet hi onderstonde to uolji pane l^ste 

SSm? "*• '^ ®' douL Vor huo hier him demp zopliche : him ne worp non 

hede to by uorlore : ate daye of dome. And pus me lyemcp 

kuead to knawe / an to beuly / and alle zcfnnes to hatye / 

and grat and smaL and onderstonde pe holy drede of 

Holy dread of God god / pet is bcginnyuge of guod lif : and of alle guode. 

of good life. -^^ ^^ ^6 ^ i^^ yi^oj to lete pe kueades : bote me 

We moat learn lyemy pet guod to douc. and bote yef me zeche pe m>- 

not only to eschew 

evil, but learn to tues / uor wyp-oute ham : non arijt wel ne leuep. Jjanne 

yef pou wylt lyemy wel to libbe be u/rtue : lyeme zuo 

ase ich pe habbe yzed / to sterue. Todel pine gost uram 

JJIili^y LSJ'ly >"^® ^^y^" I ^ Hte / and be wylninge. guo out of 

^"^^^ » MS. ouot 2 MS. yehmzed 
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bise wordle steminde. guo in-to be londe of J>e libbjmde / Go <rat of this 

M- -i I t t • • i «^ world dying, and 

J)er non ne 8terf|J)]/ ne yealdef. pet la me paradys. per go into the Und of 
me lyemej? wel to libbe / and wyt / an corteysye. uor 
fer no may guo in : no uylejmye. J5er is blisfoUe J^Jt^^***** ^ 
uelaurede of god. and of angles, and of haben. ber wh«re u the wim- 

'^ / ftU communion of. 

opwexeb alle guodes. nayrhede. richesse. worbssipe. God,ofangeia, 

and of w^iT>t*, 

blisse. u/rtue. loue. wyt. ioye wyfoute ende. pev ne is whe« it neither 

non ypocnsye. ne barat. ne blondinge. no discord, ne rtrtfe. eZlerj, 

enuye. ne honger. ne J)orst. ne hete. ne chele. ne kuead. hlJ^&r 

ne zoT^e. ne drede of vyendes. ac alneway festes and 

kinges bredales. zonges. and blisse wyfoute enda pe 

ilko blisse is zuo grat : fet huo pet hedde ytake per of The uin is so 

eunelepi drope j oipe leste binge bet ber ys : he ssolde drop would in- 
toxicate, 
by of pe loue of god zuo dronke : J?et al J)e blisse of J)ise 

wordle / \n.m ssolde by / drede : and wo. Ey chesses : •<> that Hche. and 

' •' ' •' honour would be 

dong. worJ)8sipes : uoulhede. and pe ilke to greate loue •ccountedwoeand 

^t he ssolde habbe to come pei : him ssolde by an 

hondred )K)Uzen npe pe more hardiliche hatye zenne. 

and louie mrtues. J?et is al Je drede of helle. huer-of 

ich habbe beuore ispeke. Vor loue is more stranger : i^ve u stronger 

than fear, 

p^rme drede. And pmme is J)et lyf uayr / and oneste : 

pajine me beulyjt / J>et kuead / and me dej) J)et guod. 

najt uor drede / uor to by yspild : ac uor pe wylnynge »od the love of 

of heuene. and uor pe loue of god. and uor pe greate from ein. 

clennesse : ^t mrtue hef. and guod lyf. And pe ilke 

fet loue ledej) : he zokj) rajre / and lesse him costnef / 

Jeanne him J)et serue)) god : be drede. J5e hare yemf. The hare nm- 

pe gryhond hym uolje]?. J^e on be drede: ]>e o^er be hound foiioweth. 

wylnynge. pe on vlyjj? : pe oJ)er hyne dryfj). Jje holy nu^^'aTthL 

man yemj? ase grihond. J)et habbej) alday hare eje / to 5ii dly'wteje u 

heuene : huer hi yzyej) pe praye : J)et hi driuej). And ^^^^^JlJ^ 

)»eruore hy uoryetej) alle oJ)re guodes. ase dej> pe gentyl *■ <*oth the hound 

hond : huanne ha zyj? his praye / touore his ejen. fore hia eyes. 

J)is is J)et lyf / of pe wel louiynde. of gentil herte / This is the life of 
and affayted. ^t zuo moche \o\xyep uirtue : and hatye]> gentle heart, 
zenne^ ))ct yef hi wercn zykepe / |)et me ne ssolde his 



A 
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76 OP GOOD AND EVIL. 

conne / ne god ne ssolde liis awreke : ham ne daynede 

[PoL ». b.] ni^t / to do zenne. Ac al hare Jjenchinges / and al hare 

who Bhau hav« wvllis : hire herten clenliche loki / and acraybi / bet hi 

the bUM of Para- '' ' -^ J t I r 

diM, by worJ)i : to habbe J)e blisse of paradys. huer no cherl 

northiafshau ^e ssel come in / ne uals. ne J)ye£ ne proud uor J)e 



enter. 



worse ssolde by j)e uelajrede. 



How toknow good HOU ME SSEL KNAWB OUOD AND KUEAD. 

andevU. 

To uve aright one Nou ich J)e habbe ysseawed / hou me tekb wel to 

most leek Tirtue, / i i i 

sterue / and lede guod lyf. Ac J)ou sselt ywyte / pet fe 

begynnynge uor to come to guode lyue : is to zeche 

and know what Is utHue. })et is })et me knawe / najt onlepilyche huet is 

what ia wrong, xewne / and huet is ehnesse : ac pet me conne ri^t wel 

knawe / and deme : huet is kuead / and huet is guod. and 

uor to dele J)et zope guod : uram J>e opren. and pet greate 

A thing that one guod / UKim pe little. Vor ping pet me ne knaup na3t 

not*hated"or de. , ^® ^ yhated / ne ywylned. And peruore sselt pou 

■^'*^ y wyte be pan pet pe wrytinges zyggep : pet per byep 

zeue smale yefpes of god / pet me clepep pe smale 

guodes. on lite / an oper grat / and zope. An onlepi- 

liche byep guodes arijt. huerof al pe wordle ys nye^ 

begyled [ftezuyke]. Vor hi yeuep pe greate guodes : uor 

This world la as a pe little, opei pe lessc / uor pe little, oper pe greate / uor 

many foul chap. pB lesse. Vor pis wordle is ase a fayre / huer byep 

tht^^^ue SloT inai^y© f^le chapmen, pet of alle pinges / hi knawep pe 

T^eHof Ghost P^^P'^ utHue and pet worp. pet ous tekp pe holy gost / 

teacheth ns to and non ober maister. He ous tekb to knawe be trreate 

know the precious ' ' ' ^ 

things (irom the pinges uram pe little, pe preciouses / uram pe viles. pe 

▼lie, the sweet , 

from the sour. zuete / uram pe zoure. 

Timely (temporal) Op TIMLIOHE GUODES. 

goods. 

The small goods Hy clepiep pe smale guodes : pe guodes of time / pe 

tune. ** ^^ guodes of fortuuc [hap], and pe leuedy fortune : went 

JchL^n«')'^*eth ^lare huejel eche daye / and benymp / and.yefp. and 

day'girtnKto* Went pet 18 aboue : benepe. pet byep pe smale stones of 

***"" frrai^rtSi* ^^ ssynynde. and pe conioun his bayp uor rubys. uor 
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OF TEMPORAL GOODS. 77 

safyrs. ofer uor emeroydes. fet byej) as iueles to chil- 

deren. pet god ous yef|) / ous to solas, and uor oure oodgivwiutime- 

loue : to dra3e to him. uor f et he wot f et we bye)) fort ue. 

fyeble / and tendre. and hyealde we ne mo3e his. 

efterward / wayes of pouerte / of zorje / and of martire- 

ment / ase deb be guode godes knyat. bet bane kyngdom Riche* are not th« 

true happiness. 

of heuene paynej? be strewgpe to wynne be his prouesse. Porwereit so, 

. ^. _ ^ ^ _ . , . Clirist would then 

Jeanne fise ne byeJ) : ne grete guodes / ne smale ary3t. be a fooi, that 

Jjanne wes a fol lesu exist goddes zone, pet cheas pouerte. ^Js^el^d 

and ssame. an efterward : he uorzok / bhsses. wor fssipes. ^l[^d^I5*JJ5|J'°' 

and richesses : yef pet byep pe zope guodes. Jjanne ne 

byeJ) na3t / alle zope guodes ine heuene. Jeanne ne is 

na3t god parfitliche yblyssed : pet ne vzep na3t zuyche 

cuodes. bawne is cod ontrewe / and onkende / bet bise OoA would be un- 

^ "^ ^ ' . I r r true and unkind, 

guodes benymp his urendes. and hise yefp more large- 
liche : to his yuo. yef pet byep zope guodes : panne the saints and 
weren foles alle pe hal3en. and alle pe wyse clerkes. au fools, 
and pe greate filosofes. pet pise guodes beulo3e / and 
onworpede / ase dong. Yef pet byep zope guodes: 



and God would be 
liar. 



panne lye3p god / pet lye3e ne may : and holy wryt " 

pet hise clepep / leazinges. and ssed. and metinges. and 

uanites. nett.es. and bendes. and pe dyeules grines. and The gifts of for- 

, I — — . - - tune are the 

pet IS zop / aze pater noster, Vor pet byep pe dyeules devU's snare 
ginnes. huer-by pe zaules ine a pousond maneres he JuiSS ro^sT 
gylep / and nymp / and bynt / and halt. ITcljs. a.] 

Ac pe wyse chapman / pet is pe guode man / pet pe The wise oh«p- 
holy gost aly3t. be zope beknaulechinge / pet ouer al worth of each 
him knaup / huet ech ping is worp / and yzy3p hit ri3t '*^* 
weL Hi onderstondep / pet al pe wordle ne is na3t a 
guod snode : uor mannes herte to uelle. and pet per is They see that 
moche kuead : and litel of guod. And peruore huopet inthewori^ 
lokep pe perils / and pe kueades pet per byep / and 
wytep pet hit is zop : pet hi conne zigge. he pet ne 
yefp / pet he louep : he ne nymp / pet he wylnep. Hy 
makep to god ane handuol. uor hi yeueb be wordle : uor 
heuene. ni^t / uor aL hor : uor gold, and letep al uor world for God, 
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78 OP THE LESSER GOODS. 

and become god. richesses. lostcs. worJ>ssipe8. and become J> poure. 

poor. 

Jjet is J>o uayriste lyf / an f e zykeriste : J>et is ine f ise 

wordle. 
There are others pB of TO byej> / ))et yzej> / f ct ine uelo manures hi 

w**<Sri<Aee, Bioje do hate prou / of guodes of time, f et me may hise 

habbe : ak n^t to moche louye. Vor god ne hat na^t / 
who hold them In al to lete. hy hise ofhyealdeJ>: ac litel hise prayzej>. hi 

hise uzej> : ac litel his louyef. ase dede saynt Abraham. 

lob. and daui)>. and uele o^re. ^et ]>e perils beuloje : and 

deden hire profit / of J>e guodes J>et god ham lende : hi 

They »erve God couJ>en begge hcuene. hi .cou})en hire zennen uorbegge. 

' and helpe hare nyxte. Hi coJ>en more louye god / and 

herye / and f onkL worJ>ssipie. drede. and yleue. uor 
They lee their J>e gTcate perils huer hi byej> / and ham zelue J>e more 
and their defects, bouje / huannc hi jzep hare fieblesse / and hire poure 

loue / and hare def antes, huanne fane stray te way ne 

dorren guo. huanne zuo lyte wyUe}) uor god )K)lye / and 
They would rather y^ue / ))et ZUO moche folede / and let uor ham / yef hi 
w^d*B^« wel ham wytyej> / ak st[r]ang hit is. Vor hit is wel lijter 
without'thVtoJS* f^S • alle J>e guodes of J>e wordle lete / at on tyme uor 
of God. god : ]>anne his ofhyealde / and na3t louye. . 

Orthelessgoodt. Of ))E LESSE GUODES. 

The middle goods jj© midcl guodcs / byeb of kende : and of techinge. 

are of kind and of *- o i ^ r o 

teaching. Of kende : ase uayrhede of bodye. prouesse. streni?be. 

Ofklndarebeanty. ^, , , J ^ or 

strength, Ac ; zuyfthedc. myldcuesse. clyer wyt. slejj^e. OTuierstond- 
leamingT^^ jngc. and allc zuyche guodes J>et kende berf. Be tech- 
manners, Ao. ^^ . ^^ ^^^ clergye. ine alle oJ>re guodes : f et me 
wynj> be studye / oJ>er be guode wone / ase byej> guode 
J>eawes / and zome u/rtues. Ac J>ise ne byej> najt yet 
These do not ari3t J>e zofe guodcs : uor hi ne makeb nait fane / bet 

make men ftilly 

good, hise hef uoUyche guod. Vor manye filozofes / oper of 

phOTs^erks,****^ greato clierkes' / and of kynges / and of empcrours / 
had^mnch'of such j'®^ hcddcn mocho of zuyche guodoa : byef ydampned 
SS^d to heu. "^® helle. Efterward / zuyche guodes yeff oure Ihord 

1 MS. cherke$ 
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OF THE TRUE GOOD. 79 

alsuo to his uyendes : ase he deb to his uryendes. to our Lord giTeth 

•^ T J roch goods to Hi» 

sarazyns / and to ualse cristene : ase to fe guode. 



Efterward / hit ne is na3t zo}) guod / J>et faylef / and 

J>et me may lyese wylle he nolle he. and f et jjieues ne 

mo3e stele, ne robbere benime. alneway ate ende : dyeaj> 

his benymj>. Efterward / zofe guodes helpej> eche 

daye / and ne harmej> neure. Ac uorzoJ)e zuyche True goodt never 

guodes / and zuiche graces wyjjoute : dof ofte kuead / Mere outward " 

and harmej> ham / })et hise habbe}) / bote hi hise ne £^'f"JJj/** °* 



wel usy. And huanne hi ham yelpef / ofer hi ham "■***]***^^.. 
prodeb / and obren hy onworf eb. Vor be ilke to huam ft»i- 

[FoL 28. b.] 

god he)) yyeue fe ilke graces / and fe ilke guodes / J>et if we do not uee 

aright God'i glfte 

ich habbe beuore ynemned god uor to serui. and helpe 
his nixte. bote yef he hit ne vsy treueliche : he ssel 
by ine be more gratter torment, and straytlyche him we ehaii receive 

'J T ^ J J the greater tor- 

behouef rekeni. and yelde scele to god / ate daye of ment. 
dome.* of ^et he he}) ydo. and of fet he he)) ywonne / 
of })e guodes })et god him he)) ylend : uor to mory. 

Of J)B ZoJJE QUODES. or the true goods. 

Nou ich ))e habbe ssortliche yssewed / huyche bye)) 
^e lyttle* guodes / and fe midel guodes: nou ich ))e The true goods 
wylle ssewy huet ys ))e zo))e guod ari jt : f et make)) ))an that hath them. 
))et hise he)) : guod. and wy))-oute ham : non ne wes 
neure arijt guod. Jjet guod me clepe)) : godes grace, and 
U'/rtue. and charity. Grace : uor ))et he yaf / helf e. and They are grace, 

virtue, and dia* 

lyf. and zaule. uor wy))-oute fise guodes : ))e zaule is nty. 
dyead. Vor ase ))et body is dyead wy))Oute zaule : ^.•^"^jjL''®*^ 
alzuo is ))e zaule : wy))oute godes grace. Hy is ycleped of God. 
mrtue : uor ))et hy wor))ssipe)) fe zaule myd guode she is caUed vir- 
workes / and mid guode ))ewes. Hy is ycleped charity : ©uii the loui with 
uor ))et hy ioyne^ ^e zaule to god. uor charity ne is non fSfiTS^^ 
o))er ))ing : ))anne dyere onhede. ))et is ))e ende / ))et is joi^S'th* soiS 
^e perfeccion / and ))e guodhedde / huer-to we ssolle ous ^ ^^^ 
dra3e. Moche weren ))e egypciens deceyued. f et is to 
zigge / ))o yealde filozofes ))et zuo byzylyche de43putede / The old phuoeo- 

iMS.^omo «MS./yftfc pherssetthe 
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80 THREE KINDS OP GOODS. 

greatest good in and zojten huet wes ^e lie3este guod ine fise lyue, ne 

or in riches,' or in neuTG ne niy3ten hit vynde. Vor zome hit zette ine loste 

But*st Pwi eaye ^^ ulesse. J>e oJ>re : ine rich esses, and of re / ine oneste 

ouu^Tthe queen ^^ "^^ f® gTsate filozofe saynte pawel. fet wes ynome 

KwISrtSJolL** in to J>e fridde heuene / and pasede alle f e o}>re filo- 

zofes / ous proueJ> be uele skeles. fet J>e hejeste gnod 

ine })ise lyue : ys J>e kuen of utrtues dame charit4 Vor 

he zayj> wyJ>-oute hire : non oJ>er guod / ne is worJ>. 

and huo J>et })is hej> : he he|) alle pe oJ>re. and huanne 

When all other alle be obre guodes fayleb : bis ne faleb najt. and 

goodefaUthit ,„ , , . 

faUeth not. aboue alle pQ oJ>re greate guodes J>et bye}) : f ys is po 

Iheuedy. pa,nne is pia f et gratteste guod : f et is onder 
heuene. 

Of three manners Qf bRI MANERE8 OP GUODE. 

ofgood. ^ 

And hueruore wylt J>ou fet guod / pet is ycleped 
There are three rijt u/rtue more louio / and zeche aboue alle o})ren : 
1. Honoarabie. }>is ich wylle yet eft / his worJ> ssewy. Me can todele 
3 pjjauwe. t^ manere guodes. guod / worf ssiplich. guod / lostuol 
Of the goods of Qj^^ guod : UTemuoL nawmore ne is of guodes. ne zoJ>e. 

None deeire them ne ydele. bote J>i8e J>ri maneres. and J>et f OU yzist open- 
either honourable, liche. Of be guodes of be wordle / bet non ne wylneb / 

pleasant, or pro* 

fitabje. ne loueJ> nojjing / bote yef he wene : pet hit by him 

eibt^lnt^he worfssipuol / o})er lostuol. of er ure?nuol. pe proude : 

SlrTa^dUie ^^]> t^E worfssipuoL j>e couaytous : J>ing uremuoL 

VTiS^mZi'- P^ lostuol: fing lykynde. And alle )>et fise zechef 

the honourable, ydelliche : is ine uertue / zofliche. Vor u/rtue is ping 

the profitable. ^cl worJ>ssipuol. lostuoL and uremuoL 

OfTirtue. Op U/OTUE. 

Virtue la honour- lO^t VLirtvLQ is worJ>ssipuol : J>et my^t fou ysy ine 

sbc'things are P^^ manere. Zyx finges byef ine f ise wordle moche 

^'"X.^IT ywyhied / uor Jet hit fingf J>et hy byej> moche wor})- 

they are honour- ssipuoL uayrhcde. wyt. prouesse. my3te. vridom. and 

1. Beauty, 2. wit^ noblesse. Jjise byeb zix wellen of ydelnesse. Jjawne 

8. prowess, 

4. might. 5. free- ydclc bUsso is to moche. Vayrhede / is bing mochel 

dom, 0. nobleness. 
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yloued. uor fet is fing moche yworjjssiped. And na3t 
uorjjan uayrhede pet pQ e^e of pe bodye yzyj}) / and 
loue}). is p'mg uals / ssort. and ydel. Vals : yef he ne is Beauty appeau to 

til A five 

uayr. ne fe ilke uayr. ac oure e3en byef fyeble / fet ne 

zyep bote ]>et skin wyjj-oute. panne huo fet hedde fe Had we the eye of 

vuo lyxix^ wo 

zy3jjo ase hef fe lynx / Jjet me elope]) ojjerlaker : should see each 

leucernere. fet yzy3}) pov^ fane wal alouer. ha ssolde yzy fwiofdung. 

openliche / fet non uayr body / ne is : bote a huyt 

zech uol of donge stynkinde. and ase a donghel be- 

snewed. Efterward bis uayrhede is ssort. uor zone hit Beauty soon fails 

' "^ and withers. 

fayle]) and ualouwef ase J>et flour of J>e uelde / anon ase 
Jje zaule him todelf. al pe uayrhede f et / f et body hep : 
be zaule hit yeaf. and uor be zaule he hit heb. beruore He is a fooi that 

'^ . "^ '^ . . r -K r^oicoth on ac- 

he is fol / ])et of uayrhede of bodie him gledef. Ac pe count of ws fair- 

uayrhede of pe zaule: is uayrhede ari3t / fet alneway Beauty of the soul 
wext and neure ne ssel fayly. J5et is pe zofe uayrhede / jjfy^'j, ^ ood^'and 
hueruore J>e zaule to god likef / and to pe angles ])et "*® ""^^" 
yzej> pe herte. jjis uajT-hede yelt / and yef}) / to pe ^^f^^^"^^"" 
zaule : grace, and u/rtue. and loue of god. uor hy re- 
formed / and agrayfej) / and hi7?i yelt his ry3te pryente. 
f et is pe ymage of his sseppere / fet is uayr wyf-oute ^ho Wrest tWns 
CO mparysoun. and fet best him anlykne}) : mest is uayr. soui that hath ^r- 
Jja;ine ])et uayreste fing fet ys onder god : is pe zaule / shape, 
fet he}) parfitliche his ri3te ssepfe / and his 113 te bri3t- 
nesse / colour of flour. bri3tnesse of * zonne. ssepfe of [i ms. osj 
man. lykynge of preciouse stones. And al fet pe e^e of 
herte yzyb of uayr : is uoulhede and uelbe / to be zy^pe Nothing hi the 

- , . , , , , 1 /. world may be 

of him. and al fet me may onder gode fenche of uayr : compared to it. 
hit ne may na3t by ycompansoned to him. 

Op WYT / AND OF CLEREGYE. Of wit and of 

learning. 

Cleregye and wyt / byeb binges moche yworjjssiped. ciergy and wit 

. are things much 

Ac yef ])ou wylt by wys ari3t. and he3e cleregye lyerny : honoured, 
make bet bou habbe })ot zofe godes guod. bet is / grace / God's grace is tie 

. . Ill ^"*® wisdom that 

and uirtue. uor ])et is pe zope wysdom, fet aly3t pe herte eniighteneth the 

11 1 • heart of man. 

of man. ase def pe zonne pe wordle. J519 wyt pase]) pe 
6 
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THE WORLD S WIT 18 FOLLY. 



This wit pasMth 
the wit of the 
world, which la 
bat folly. 

TlioM who love 
the world 
think the moon to 
be the tun. 



They mistikc a 
glass for a sap- 
phire. 



They live like 
children that seek 
only their own 
will. 

In sQch folk is 
reason dead. 
[Fol. 24. b.] 

They are like a 
woman with child, 
who prefers a 
•our apple to a 
wheaten loat 



They cannot be- 
lieve that there ia 
more bliss in serv- 
ing God than in 
serving their own 



Their wit is the 
devil's wit, 
that each day 
tempteth others 
to do wrong. 

The blisaofthe 
world U idle, 



W}'tte8 of Jj8 wordle / ase def J>e zowne : fe brytnesse of 
fe mone. Vor yef wyt of J>e wordle ne is bote folye 
ase zayj> f e wrytinge / and childhede / and onwyt. folye 
ine ham : pet J>e wordle louyef / and hire uayrhede / 
J>et hi ne conne yknawe / fane day : uram po nyjt ne 
deme betuene grat / and smaL betuene precious / an 
vil. Hy wene]) of fe mone : f et hit by fe zonne, uor 
hi wenef of pe worfssipe of fe wordle : pet hyt by J>e 
zopo blisse. of ane epple : an heL uor hi wenej> by pe 
wordle : fet hit by wel grat fing. J>et to pe zi3fe of pe 
heuene ne is bote an eppel. hy wenef of a gles : fet 
hit by a safir. uor hi wene}) J>et hare my3te / and hare 
strengfe : by wel grat. fet more is brekynde / and 
fyeble : panne gles. Efter pe chi[l]dhede / ))et pe wji; of 
J>o wordle / and f o f et byej> zuo wyse to loky J>et body / 
and to eysy / and to delyty / fet libbef ase children, 
fet ne zeche]) bote hare wyl to done. In zuych uolk is 
skole dyad, and feruore / hi libbe]) ase bestes. uor hare 
wyt is al rays went / and corupt ase pe zxielj of pe zyke / 
opeT of pe wyfman grat myd childe. ])et more hi uynt 
smak in ane zoure epple : J>a7nie ine ane huetene Ihoue. 
and fet child in ane cole : ])a?me ine ane guode mete. 
Alsuo zuych uolk ne mo3e yleue / })et per by more 
blisse / and lost / ine god to serui / and to louie ; panne 
to done pe wyl of hare loste. uor hi ne conne deme / 
betuene zuete / and byter. Efterward / ])is wyt / is 
onwyt. ine fan })et byef zuo moche sotyl ine kuednesse 
to uynde /ine ofren to gyly /and deceyui. ofer be playt / 
ofer be strengj^e / ofer be barat. f et hy ne fenchef / ne 
studicf / bote ham zelue to auonci : and o])ren to harmy. 
Jjet wyt is pe dyeules wyt / ase zayf saint iacob / fet echo 
daye liim uondeJ> / ofren to harmy. Ac pe zope wyt / 
})et J>e holy gost tekj> to godes uryendes / is ine knauynge 
wyjj-oute wyfnimynge / fet cch f ing is worJ>. hit ssowef 
fet pe wordle is ydel : ine byinge. vyl : ine wor]). biter : 
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in smac. bet be blisse of be wordle : is vdeL be its rfchea are vue. 

' ' ' "^ ' and its lusU are 

richesses : viL fe lostes : bitere. fitter. 

Eftmrard he yef> to y-uele / )>et >e loue of god / ^jJi'iJ^fi^;*™* 
and u/rtue / is zo}) fing / and of pris. Zof : uor hi ^^o^h: 
uoluelf fe herte / and norisset / and sostyenejj. of- 
pris : uor me may god / an al fet he hej> : begge. 
Zuete: uor })et is fe manne / fet alle ))ise finges makef J^^nf^^JJloJr*^^ 
zuete. zuynch. zor^es. tyeaers / and wepinges; ssames, t«ar», and weep- 
martires. and alle pinen. and al fet me may Jenche. Jjet 
is ])e zuete sucre / and of guod ssmak. and fet is })e 
wyt / and fe wysdom / ])et ))e writinge clepej? / worf- i* l» **»« ^\^^ 
ssipuol wysdom / huerof wext zo]?e blisse ine inwyt. honourable. 

Efter u/rtues / an charites : he yeff zof e prouesse. [zoJ>« prwM»,\ 
Jjanne f er nys prowesse ari3t : bote ine godes knyjtes / True prowess 
J>et })e holy gost he}) y-dobbed / and y-armed / mid uirtu / ood's knights, 
and mid charite. Ine prouesse bye)) ])ri finges to-deld. in this prowess 
hardyesse. strengfe. an stedeuestnesse. Non ne is aryjt strength, and 
preus: fet J)ise fri finges ne hef. ])et ne ys hardy / and 
zyker / to greate finge ondemime. Strang / and myjtuol / 
uor to uol3y. zed / and stable : uor to uol3y. Ac wyJ)-oute 
wyt / and wyjj-oute porueyonce : ne byej) na3t worj) non 
of J)ise J)ry finges. Vor ase zayj) ])e boc of ])e art of kny3t- in qowreu an 
hod / ine obre quereles huawne me mysnymb hou bet rectified. 

1 . 1 1 1 , * . , , , but In battle a 

hit by uounde myd amendemewt. Ac errour me batayle / mistake msy not 

. -. 1 -, 1 . . y be amended. 

ne may na3t by amended, uor hi is anon awreke. 

Fole op-nymynge is huer lite profit lij). and moche [^w« <)p«im<nae ] 
cost, and of peril, and of payne. Zueche bye]) fe The world's 
opnymynges / fet me clepej) prou^. and hardi / ine fise Sm!^*** ^ 
wordle / Jet body / and zaule brenge)) in4o zewne / and 
^ guodes also / and ine peril /and ine pajTie / uor a 
lyte lost to habbe : bet mochel is ydel / and litel ylest. 

* *' I " [iMS. 08] 

Ac utrtue makeb man of* greate herte / and of wyse virtue makes a 

^ , . _ ° . , . man bold In heart. 

opnymjrnge f awne hi make)) man ))et ne is bote erfe / so that he aspires 
zuo hardi / ))et he dar opnymc : ])e regne of heueno to rpoi 25 a ] 
Wynne, and alle fe dyeulen / fet byef zuo stronge / to heaven. 
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84 THE GREATNESS OF VIRTUE, 

ouercome. j)ia opninijTigo : is guod / and wys. huer 

J)er is lytel peril / and litel of pyne. and blisse. and 

He who is without wopfssipe wyjj-outo mesnre. Huo fet ne hef lu'rtue : 

great courage, li© no lie]) grat herts / ase hef fo ilke J>et hej> drede of 

advcreities of the* ^^3^' Zuyche bysf Jjo Jjot zuo moche dredejj pe kueades 

^^^^^' and Jje aduersetes of fe wordle. and pet habbejj drede 

uor to lyese : fet hi ne mo3e na3t longe hyealde. ha nejj 

na3t grat herte fet hit yeff uor na3t. ase dof fo pet 

yeue)) hare herten to louie pe guodes of fortune / fet 

ine zofe : ne bye J) na3t / to fe zi^fe of fe zofe guodes of 

Heisasacbiid blisse. jja/mo zuych uolc bye]) ase is fet child / fet 

who likes a mirror - i • i ^ 

better than a king- louef more auc sseawere : }ja?me ane kingdom, an eppel : 
virtue maketh a f^wne al his kende. Ac uiz-tue yefjj grat herte ari3t. 

^to dl">trtiie ^^^^ ^^^^ °^^^^f wy^^^ ^^^^^® • ^^^ onwor])i J>e 
world. wordle. grat berdone of penonce to here, and alle J)o 

kueades of Jje wordle onderbere. and gledliche J>olye. 

and uor god to leste / to alle fe asaylynges of J>e dyeule 
so that he is no wydstoudc. And ase zayf fe wyse seneke. ^^t ne 
adversity than habbej) more of my3tc aye uiHues / kueade mysfalles / 
of rain.* ^ ^^^* «nd zor3es / ne al fet fortune may freapny / an do : 
Virtue makes a uioro J)a?me fcr bye J) dropen of rayn ine pe ze. Virtue 
a Son"trong M*" make]) man hardi / ase lyoun. Strang / ase olyfont. 
atoiSfMt'Ta'the^ stedcuest and lestinde / ase pe zonne / pet alneway 
•""• yemj) / and ne is neure wery. fawne fer ne is prowesse : 

bote uirtue. 

Might. MY3TE. 

No true lordship Alsuo bcT ne Is Hou zobo Ihordssip : bote ine u/rtue. 

but in virtue. 

A grat Ihord he is : fet to huam al pe wordle seruej>. 
[Manne* Ihord- Zuych Ihordssip / ycfjj man grace and u/rtue. Vor hi 

zet man spirituellyche ine his ri3te stat / huerinne 
Man was made to he wes ucrst ymad. J5e man wes ymad ine zuyche 

rule over all crea- . i n 1 • , ^ t 

tures, wor])ssipe / and me zuyche Inordssipe : pet he wes 

Ihord of alle ssepfes / fet were onder heuene. and to 
huam : alle J)inges bo3en / and to huam nofing ne 
my3te derye. and fet is pe ri3te stat to man and to his 
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Ihordssip. Ac fis Ihordssip he leas be zeiine. ne he hit but he io«t thig 
najt ayen ne mijte awynne : bote be uirtue. Ac u/rtue vinue puts au 
arere}) fane man an he3 : and liim def fe wordle onder- undw wrfoot. 
not / and him dej> wende to heuene. 

Virtue makeb bane man / more arijt Ihord of fe virtue maket •, 

man more a lord 

wordle : fawne by fe kyng/ of his regne. Vor of fe than u the king 

guodes of Jje wordle / he hej> ase moche ase his hei-te 

wylnef . J5er is his wone / and his sustinonce / and al 

Jjet he wyle habbe / more yno^ / Jjayme habbe f e kyng. 

uor al Jjet habbe]) f e guode / and fe kuede : al hit is 

his. Vor of zuo moche makeb his prou / and of al hire i* <^^^» ^'"™ ^ 

' ' enjoy iill things. 

god / and fonkef. and more loue]) /and dredef / and 

seruejj. ine fet he yzijf / and knaujj / fet alle ssepfes 

bye]) ymad hi;?i uor to serui. Efterward / he hef "^*gpi77®*"**of**' 

ano])re empire / uayr / an grat / wyjjoute pet non ne ys ^" ^^^ «*"** 

ary3t Ihord. uor he is emperour of him-zelue. fet is of 

his bodye : and of his herte. huiche he demf / and halt 

iue guode payse / huerof he dep his wyl. Vor his 

herte is zuo blibe to be wylle of gode : bet al bet god His heart !■ ai- 

' ' ways in peace.and 

dep : al hit is hirn uayr. and ferby hef he alneway : po hiabodyisgovem- 

herte ine peyse. and fet body gouemej? be fe wylle of ood. 

god / and al fet god def to his bodye : he yelt fonkes / [FoI.ss. b.] 

and hym payf. and ])et is pe Ihordssip / J>et u/rtue yefj) ^® kJj®» ^^fh' 

to J>an fet hit hef. Huerof specf senekes J>et zayf. gift*. 

Ase moche worjjssipe / and grat empirete* of pe kynge / 

by emperour of Jjy-zelue. A god uele byef per kynges / Th«™ *" ™«ny 

and of barouns ine be wordle / bet habbe b casteles / ror» that have 

. castles and dtiea 

cites / and regnes / fet ne habbef na3t p\a Ihordssip. who have not thia 
J?et of hare herten : ne byef na^t Ihordes. ])et hyse *" ^* 
tormentef ofte. ofer be yre / ofer be euel wil. ofer bo 
eouaytyse / ofer be wylny[n]gges. fet hy ne mo^e na^t 
uoluelle. 

VrIDOM. Freedom. 

Efterward / now ne hef uridom : bote he habbe 
grace / and uirtue. Jjawne yef fou wilt conne huet is gortToT freedbm, 
1 Soin"MS. 
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86 FREE-WILL COMES FROM GOD. 

uiidom ari3t. fawno sselt ])0U onderstonde pet pe man 

1. of kind (nature), heb bri maneres of uridom. be one of kende. be obre of 

2. of grace, 8. of ^ 

biiu. grace / fe fridde of blisse. 

1. Free-will to do Jje uerste is nri-wyl / huer-by he may chyese / and 

tsood or evil. 

do / nryliche ofer f et guod ofer fet knead. Jjerne 
Thia ftreedom nridom he halt of god zuo nriliche J>et non ne may him 

oomee fh>m God, 

andthedevucan- do wiang. ne alle fe dyeulen of helle ne mo3en mawnes 
againat his will, wyl streng])! to do ono zewne wyjj-oute his wylle. Vor 
yef man. dede fet kuead to-yeans wylle : hit nere non 
zenne. Vor now ne zene3ejj ine J>et he ne may najt 
bevly. ase zayf saynt austyn. vridom habbef alle men. 
ac hit is ybounde ine children / and ine foles / and yne 
wytlease / fet ne habbef nenne skele / huer-by hi 
conne chyese : pet guode uram pe kueade. )5eme 
ManioMehiBfinee- nridom be man benymb him-zelue ine grat del. hua/me 

dom when he sin- ' *' j ^ 

neth deadly, he zencje)) dyadlichc. nor him-zelue zelj> : uor fane lost 

of pe zenne. and him-zelue yelt to J>e dyeule / and 

and becometh the becomb his brel to be zenne. zuo bet he ne may hit 

devil's thraU. '^ , . _. . ... _ . _ 

uor])rawe to his wylle / Jet he hef ymad zyker : bote pe 
grace of god him helpe. 

2. Freedom of j)Q o])er uridom is pe like / fet habbej? J>e guodemen 
Thoie have this in J)ise wor[d]le / Jjet god he]? yviyd be grace / and be 
grace^imrvirtue ^^Hiue / UTam pe Jjreldome of pe dyeule and of zewne : 
*uv« ofX >®^ ^ ^^ ^y^P preUea. ne to gold / ne to zeluer / ne to 

hare caroyne. ne to pe guodes of fortune / fet J>e dyaj> : 

ne may benime. Ac hy habbe}) hire herten zuo arered 

They care not a ine god : bet hi ne prayseb be wordle : bote ane botoun. 

button for the & r f J r r 

world, and dread and hi ne dredej> kyng. ne erL ne now misuaL ne 

earl, nor ufe nor poueitc. ne ssame. ne dya}). uor hi bye]? half deade. and 

habbe]) pe herten zuo to-deld uram pe loue of J>e wordle : 

J>et hi abide]? and wylnef fane dyaf / ase def J>e guode 

but desire death Workman his ssepe. and be lezere his heruest. and bo 

as the reaper longs , -i . i 

for harvest. J>et byej> lue WO of ze : guod port, and J>e pnsons : hare 

deliureonse. and pe pylgrym : his contraye. and fise 
byej> stedeuestliche vri / ase me may by ine f ise wordle. 

thing but God. Vor hi ne leuef / ne dredej> noting bote god. and byef 
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ine greate pays of herte. nor hy hys habbej) yzet ine 
god. and byef nje^ ine paradys be wylnynge. And pe 
ilke vrydom : com]) of grace : and of iiiHue. 

Ac yet eft bis vridom : ne is bote breldom / to be »• The third free- 

'' ' M I t dom ii far greater 

zy^fe / of J)e ])ridde uridome. ^et habbef J>o J>et byef than uw other 
nyej deliured / of bodye / and of al. and myd gode ^ , -- 
bye]) / nou ine his glorie. )>ise bye]) zofliche vry. uor 
hy byej) delyured of alle wo / of drede / of dea])e / and ^S^fr^om are 
of zewne. of wanhope. of jzyle. and of be wortUe. of delivered from aii 

tr c>j r woe, from dread 

zor3e. and of alle pyne of herte / and of bodye : wyf- of death, from sin 
oute comynge ayen. of huyche finges / non ne is ury they are now in 

glory, 

ine fise wordle : huet hi is y-do. 



Noblesse. Mobility. 

Hvo J>et J)ano])rene urydom huer-of ich habbe yspeke 
niyjte habbe : to greate noblesse hit ssolde come. Jje True nobuity 

, , . comoth of the gen- 

zofe noblesse / comf of fe gentyle herte. Yorzo])e tie heart. 

non herte ne is gentyl : bote he louie god. fa/me fer ne 

is non noblesse : bote to serui god an louye. ne vyleynye: The gentle heart 

. . . • / 1 1 love* God and 

bote me pe conirane. ])et is god to wref i / and to do hates sin. 
zerme. Non ne ys ariat gentyl / ne noble / of be Noonehoideth 

'^ right nobility 

gentilesse of J>e bodye. Vor ase to fe bodye : alle we from the body ; 

byejj children of one moder. J>et is of erfe : and of wose. ^^ of one 

huer-of we nome alle : uless and blod. of )>o zide : non ]J^*^dmud! 

ne is ari3t gentil / ne vri. Ac onre ri3te uader / is P^Ki^^'fbeaven 

kyng of heuene / fet made fet body of ])e erfe. and 

ssop J)e zaule to his anlycnesse an to his fourme. An 

al ase hit is of ^e nader ulesslich fet mochel is bli)>e / 

hua7me his children him bye]) ylych. al-zuo hit is of 

oiire uader gostlich / ^et be wrytinges / an be Ins zondes / 

ne let najt ous to somony / and bidde / ])et we zette •"^?*"*"^ri^^ 

payne : to by him ilich. and beruore he ous zente his to bring us the 

true pattern, 

blissede zone Ihe^u crist in-to erfe / uor to brenge ous whereby we are 
fe zofe uorbisne / huer-by we bye]) yssape to his ymage / image and fair- 
and to his uayrhede / ase bye)) J)o J)et wonyej) ine his "®*'' 
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11636 cite of lieuene. Jjet byef fe angles / and fe 

hal^en of paradis / liuer ech is pe more liej / and pe 

more noble / pe more propreliche pet he ber}) fe ilke 

The holy nun in uajTe ymage. And ])eruore fe holy man ine j^ise 

vouretoknowand woidle dej) al liifl hortc /and al his payne to knawe 

god / and louye. And of hire herte : alle zenne to 

The more the waynye. Vor pG more })et pe herte is clene / and pe 

the more openly uayTcr : zuo mocho he yzy3j) pe face of lesu crist pe 

Jwua. * *^® more openliche. and pe more ])et he his yzy^}) openliche : 

pe more he him \o\iep pe stranglaker. pe more he him 

liknef propreliche. And })et is pe zope noblesse / fet 

makej) ous godes zones. And feniore zayf rijt wel 

saynd ion pe aposteL nor panne we ssolle by godes 

children, and we ssolle by him ylich propreliche huawne 

In paradise we WO hi??* ssolle yzy / aso he ys openliche. fet ssel by ine 

openly as He in. his blyssc : hua??ne we ssolle by ine p^/?^ys. uor by or 

aein agiatt nc zy]) non / on^vT}^3e pe uajThede of god / bote ase hit 

^* by ine ane sscwere. ase zayj> sainte paueL Vor psinne 

we liim ssolle yzy face to face clyerlyche. 

True nobility be. be zobe noblcssc ba??ne of man be^ynb hyer be 

irinsinRraceand , . . . 

is completed in grace / and be uiy-tue. and is uolueld ine blysso. Jjise 
noblesse make]) pe holy gost ine herte ])et he clcnzej> 
ine cle?inesse / and aly3t ine zo})nesse. and uoluel]? ine 
charit6. Jjise bye)) pe fri groteste giiodes : ])et god yef)) 
pe angles, ase zay]) saint denys. huer-by by byef ylich e 
This nobility the to hare sscppcro. And ])us worke]) pe holy gost ine pe 
•thin the heart, herten of guode men be grace / and be u/?iiue / huer- 
by by byef ymad to pe ymage / and to pe anlycnesse of 
Herai&ethmenup god / as6 hit may by ine fise lyue. uor he his arere}) zuo 
ine god / and his beclep}) zuo ine his loue / ])et al hare 

[Toi. 25. b.] %vyl / and al hare onderstondinge is / fet is )jet 

is hare bcfencliinge ])et is ywent ine god. pia loue and 

pia wylnynge / pet ioyncp / and onejj zuo pe herte to 

so that uieir will god : Jjct he ne may o})er fing wylny : ofer ])a?me god 

vui. wyle. uor hi ne habbe]) betuene god and ham : bote on- 

lepi wyl. aud panne to pe ymage / and to pe anliknesse 
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of god. ase me may habbe in erfe. and pet is fe grat- 

teste noblesse / and pe he3este gentilesse / fet me may 

to hopye : and cliue. A. god / hou hy bye]) uer uram Far from God are 

pise he3nesse / Jjo pet make]? ham zuo quaynte of pe ilke proud of their no- 

poure noblesse fet hi habbe]? of hare moder pe erpe / the^irth*" "* 

pet berp and noryssep azewel pe hogges : ase hy dep pe h^^J'^'J)"''' 

kuiges. and hy ham yelpep of hare gentylete / uor pet ''^"s;** 

hy wenep by of gentile woze. and pe ilke kewrede : hy 

conne ri3t wel telle. And pe opre zyde hy ne lokep 

na3t / huer-of ham comp pe zope noblesse / and pe 

gentil kenrede. Hy ssulden loki to hare zope uorbysne we should look to 

Ihe^u crist / pet mest louede / and worssipede his je«u8Chri8t» 

moder : bawne eure dede eny ober man. and alneway who has said that 

' '^ ^ ''His mother and 

huanne me hiw zede. * sire : bi moder / and bi cosyn / hib cousins are 

' , those who dothe 

pe aksep. He ansuerede. * huo ys my moder / and huo wiu ofGod. 
byep myne cosynes ] huo pet dep pe wyl of myne uader 
of heuene : he is my broper / and my zoster / and my 
moder.' Vor pis is pe noble zyde / and pe gentyl 
kende / per-of comp / and wext ine herte : zope blisse / 
ase of pe opren ydele noblesse : wext prede / and ydele 
blisse. 

Gentyl GUOD. GeHtle Good. 

Nou ich be habbe al uolliche ysseawed bet ich leue. The™ *■ nothing 

' w / worthy of hon- 

pet per ne is non guod ary^t worpssipuol : bote urrtue / our except virtue 

11/ , « , - . andcharlty. 

and charyte. pet ys uayr loue of god. J5et per ne is non 
oper guod profitable, pia ous wytnessep saynte pauL 
pet zayp alsuo. * Yef ich hedde zuo moche wyt ine me / 
bet ich coube alle clergyes. alle speches. and speke alse Learning, speech, 

'^ , '^ , , , . , , liberality, &c., are 

wel ase myjte man / oper angeL and ich coupe godes worthless without 

pnuites / and his redes, and yef ich betoke my body to 

8la3e. and yeue al pet ich habbe to pe poure. and dede 

by miracle pe helles Iheape uram one stedo / to anopre. 

bote yef ich ne hedde pe u/rtue of charit6 : al hit nere 

me na3t worp.' Nou nim hede pet zaynte paul pet me HMSt-Paui 

Bsel wel yleue. ous hep hyer yne77ined / pe meste gentile possesiions profit 
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90 CHARITY IS GOOD CHAFFER. 

nothing without guodes / fet man may do / and pet meat were y woned : 
to by worj). and proliti. Jjet byejj [fe] porueyonces of 
bodye. and 8leL^]>e to folye. helpe poure. to wende fane 
zenuolle. and connynge. an speches. and [he] zayf f et alio 
J>ise guodes wyjj-oute charite : ne byej) najt wor}). and 

^owrtaUiMt yef piQQ guodes ne byej> na^t wor}) : hou ssolde lesse 
guodes by worj) 1 pia fi-zelf J>e my3t yzy be skele fet 
hyer beuore mo hef yzed. zuo moche is worf f e man : 
ase is worj? his land, fet is ase zop / ase pater noster. 

Who that most jj^j uq^ ^^j onderstawt. hou / and huer-by / be man is 

h»th, is worth ' ' J i r 

mort. worjj / ojjer na3t / oper zomdel / ofer more of pt lesse / 

and fet ne is non drede / fet / fet ne by charite / and 
f loue of god. Vor huo fet mest hef : mest is worf. 
and huo J>et lest hef : lest is wor]?. and huo J>et na3[t]' ne 
hej) : najt ne is worf. Vor huo moche fe man bet of 
timliche guodes / ase byef / gold/ an zeluer. an richesses. 
ofer guodes gostliche. ofer kendeliche / ase byef / creft / 
and queyntyse. wyt/ and clergye. strengfe / and prou- 

How shall we say essc. and obro guodes. Hou ssel ich zygge bet hi dob 

that those do good '^ ^ JGb r r 

whoshaUhereafter cmod / bawno he ssel bv be more zoruoUaker ydawned / 

be damned in hell, ^ , ,. , . * ^ , \ 

because they have uor f et he his bcnotef na^t an3t. of J>e guodes Jet god 

G(^ ? ^^ ^ him hedde ylend uor to wiwne. Efterward yef he dej> 

workes bodylyche / as dof f ise zuynkeres / and fise 

Bodily works and gememeu. Ofcr yef ho def workes gostliche. ase byef 

are nothing with- uestiuges. bones. ssredo pe poure. here fe here, yef he is 

wyJ>-outfe charite : zof uor to zigge : hit ne is him na;t 

wor|). Vor j^eruore / po more mede to-uore god hii.i ne 

worj) J)e raj>re / yef he sterff wyjj-oute charite : y-damned 

ha worf . Ac })e ilke fet hep u/rtue and charite guode / 

of al J>et god him zent ine ])ise wordle / of al he def his 

nyede. and of al he vrynp : grace of blysce. 

Charity is good Chaiite is a guod chapfare / bet oueral wvnb / and 

chaffer.thatevery. . ° ^ ' ^ - r / 

where wins and noue time uo lycst. alle Jje guode paneworfes hy bayf. 
and dej> alneway his nyede. and na;t uorfan : hy hej> 
alneway hire peny ay en / pet is f? loue of herte / f et is pe 
» MS. na3. 
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godes peiiy / huer-mide me bay}) / alle fe guodes of fe The lore of the 

11 / 1 1 1 -I J <». I • heart !• God's 

wordle / and alneway ha blefp uor euremo / ine pe penny, wherewith 
purse. Loue hep ine eche stede his zales. Charite uie^9^of^the 
wynj> ine eche finge. and playntes. and hy hej> f e ^®'^*^* 
maystrie: ine alle batayles. Hi deb / bet aaemoche cherity i« ever 

•^ •^ r / J- uniform In her 

is woTp to onenen ueste enne day : ase to ano^ren : al oondact. 

ane lenten. Hi dej)* / fet ase moche is worj) o peny to 

onen f et ha yefj) : ase to anoj^ren : an hondred pond. 

2ygge a pater noster : ase to anofren a sautyer. and f et 

ne is uor non ofre skele : bote uor Jet / fet zuo moche 

is worj) fe man / zuo moche byej> worf his workes. Vor 

pe more J>et he hej> zofe loue : Je more he wynp eche 

daye. Loue is pe wyjte ine fe balance [zayj>] saynt Love is the weight 

to the balanqe. 

AlicheL uor non of er ])mg ne may weje : huanne me 

com)> to nime ech his ssepe : bote loue and charity, and 

J>eruore ich zigge / pet ])er ne is non guod profitable There u no proat- 

aperteHche / and a rijt speke : bote uayr loue / and and charity. 

chants. 

Op TUO LOSTUOLLE guodes. Ortwoloetftil 

(pleasing) goods. 

Ase god made man of body an of zaule : akuo he 
him hep y-yeue tuo manere guodes lostuolle / uor hia 
herte to him draje. ine huychen bye J) alle pe zofe lostes. 
Jje uerste guod wyf -oute : byef J>e vif wyttes of pe J- ^* *^* ^^ 



») of the 

bodye. be zy^f e be hyerf e. / be smellinge. be zueljynge. body 

and be takynge. Jjise uif wy tes / by e J> ase uif condwys / »« ■« fl^e chan- 

huerby pe lostuolle guodes of pe wordle guof in-to pe lustfai goods enter 

herte uor to deliti / and uor ham zouke to pe zo])e lostes / ughtlt. "* 

J>et byej> ine god to louie. Vor al J>e lost of f ise wordle / 

J>et habbef pe vif wyttes / ne byej) bote a drope of deau / '^^ *I"?th£^ 

to pe zi jfe of Jje welle. ac of pe greate ze / huer-of alle ''O'W are only a 

J>i8e guodes comej). pe drope of pe deawe huanne me his compared with the 

1 . 1 1 . J , o • 1 well and the great 

zjKp auer : anlykne)> to ane stone, of pns.^'ac huanne sea of ood'a bless- 
me wenj> hine nime : he ualjj agrund / and to na^te "*** 
becomf. Alsuo pe playinges of pe wordle / and pe CFoL27.b.] 
' MS. de^ 
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lostcs of Jje vif wyttes liuayme me kise ]>engj> / and 
The luate of the sseppeb / and sseaweb moche of pris : ac huawne me hise 

flesh are but as x i^ r / x x 

dreams that come halt : alle hi bye]) uorlore / and becomef na3t / and 
*" ^^* metinges. Jjench of fe lost of uernyere / and of me tinge 

of ny3t / fou sselt ysy fet hit is al on. an haste giiof : 
and zone comef. ine none mane?'e uelle ne may. and pet 
ine one drope is zuo moche zuetnesse / pet hy ssel by pe 
zuetness of al pe welle. And peruore pe ^vyse and pe 
Thewinemen holy man* ine bise wordle / ine al bet hi zyeb and 

long for the love ^ ^ ^ ' r J r 

of God. ■ smack ejj of fe guodes lostfoUe of pise wordle : heryep 

god. and pe more wylnep pe loue of him. and pe more 

The more they pet hy yzcp pe zuete dropes : pe more hy wylnep to 

drops, the more come to po welle. And peruore pet hi wytep wel / pet 

they desire to i u u j ,. i. . 

come to the weU. pe more me louep pane drope : pe more me uor-yet pe 

welle. and pe more pet lykep pe zuetnesse of pe wordle : 

Themoreoneioves i,e lesse me wylneb / bo zuetnesse of god. beruore myd 

the sweetness of '^ J r I Y by J 

the world, the less allo pe honden pet hy moje / hi nemep and usep. pe 
sweetness of God. lostes ulcssUche / and pe ple3es. pet be pe vif wyttes 

comep. 
They are fools A. cjod hou hi byeb foles / and more bawne a best. 

and worse than ^ J r I r 

beasts who think pet wytep / pet /pet body of man : is po meste poure 

greater than the makynge. and pe vileste pet is. and pe spirit of man : is 

^ pe zaule. and ys pe nobleste ping / an pe hejeste sseppe 

pet may by. and najt uorpan / hy mo^e wene / pet more 

byep zuete / and lostuoller / pe guodes pet comep by po 

bodye : pawne po pet comep be pe goste. pet byep zope 

guodes / and dene / and lostynde / and mo30 pe herte 

Spiritual gifts velle and uoluelle. Zueche guodes yefp god to man 

peace of heart, ine pisc wordle. huauno he yefp pays of herte. and pe 

devils ^d'joy of Diaystr/e of his vyendes. and blisse of inw^-t hua?ine he 

the soul. uoluelp pe herte of loue. and of blisse gostlych / and 

hxm adrengp of ane zuetnesse wonderuol. zuo pet he ne 

Such bliss is not may hiw hyealde / ne hi//i-zelue yuele. Of zuyche 

to be compared 

with the lusu of blisso / and of zuyche lostc / no liknesse / ne non com- 
parisoun ne may by yuounde ine yoyes / and ine lostes 
of pe wordle / pet ne byep bote dropen to pe zi3pc of pe 
* men? 
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welle of zuetnesse. J)et is be welle huer-of oure Ihord The tm© wim !• 

^ ' 1 ' It TT 11.111 the well whereof 

spekj) me his spelle. *Huo fet ssel drinke he zayj) / * of ourLordspeakain 

Jje wetere fetich wylley[e]ue him : hi* ssel become a welle/ ®*°*^ * 

Jjet him ssel do Iheape / in-to fe lyue eurelestynde.' pet 

is pQ welle of blisse / and of zuetnesse. of lyue / a[n]d 

of charite. fet may uoluelle pe herte / and non ofer 

Jjing Jjet is. Of fise welle hedde daui]) y-nome / pet 

zede ine his sautere. *0. god / hou is nou grat / pe of this weu David 

mochelhede / of fine zuetnesse fet fou lokest to fine iSSte'r!" 

seruinde / and yefst to bine uryendes.* And uorzobe huo whoeo should 

_ • - - _ ... taate the aweet- 

fet hedde wel ytasted and ysmacked pe like zuetnesse new that God 
fet god yeff to his urendes : he ssolde onworfi alle pe wends, 
lostes / and alle pe blissen of fise wordle. and wolde 
chise / and ofhealde be gostliche blisse / and ssolde by '^o"^** despise aii 

•11/1 1 / 1 thelustaand 

ase fe like / fet boutef fet mele / fet to-delf fet flour busuea of the 
uram fe bren. and ase pe ilke fet makef pe oyle / fet '^^^'[FoI.m. ao 
nimf fe pure grece : and let fet greate draf. Vor blisse 
of herte bet comb of god to louie bet is zobe blisse and Joy of heart u 

... _ . the true bliss, 

ziker / ase zayf fe uorbisne. fet non ne hef zikere which comes of 

blisse / bote yef hi come of loue. And in pe writyngge 

ha clepef uile' / oure Ihord by be^ pe profete / fet zayf. 

* Ich wylle* zayfhe * vile^of blisse uorwepinge. alle blisse / 

clene / and zobe of herte / uor wop of penonce.' Of bise with the on of 

11 1/ 11 11 I *»^^" f®"" ^he oil of 

oyle byef ysmered / fo fet god hef ymad kynges / and cream) aii true 
Ihordes of fe wordle / and god zelf. and fanne is fe man emeared. 
ziker cristen / huawnehe is ysmered my d fise holy crayme. 
Vor of crayme : is yzed crist : and of crist : cristendom. 
And huo fet is ysmered mid fise oynement : fet is pe The ointment is 
blisse / and pe loue of god. he leuef ine god : and god of God, 
ine him, ase zayf saint Ion pe apostoL and fet lif is of 
cristene. fet is ari^t to speke / lif of man. fet is guod 
l3rf and yblyssed fet cristene ssolle yleue / and wylny to The christian 
zeche : to habbe fet lyf eurelestinde. uor he ne is na^t ufe, ^** 
alyue: ac ine langour / fet echedaye Icuef ine bysyhede / who eoch^day "^* 
ine J)03tes / ine zor3es. ne fet ne is na^t lyf of man : ac 1^*}^^/^*^?' 
of child / fet nou wepf / nou lhe3)) / and nou is wel an ">^•• 
» he ? 2 Written for oijle ^ So in MS. 
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94 MAN*8 SOUL IS LIKE A GARDEN. 

Neither to it the cyse : and nou is euele aneyse. nou is wroj) / nou is ine 

life of man, but of • •■ i* 

achiid.whoaitet- payse. nou ine blisse. nou me zor^e. 

w<»ii "* *° Jjanne huo J)et wyle lede guod lif : zeche fet he 

habbe / J)et zofe guod. and fanne ssel he habbe lyf 
worfssipuol lyf. lostuol. and profitable, and fanne he 

Wbo«> leeks true ssel Ubbe ase a man. fet is to zigge : zikerlyche. hoUyche. 

hare honourable wvsliche. and blisuoUiche wyrbl-oute zone, and to zuiche 

life, life pleaaant '^ ^ LT J 7 

And proflubio. lyue me comf : ofer be g?*ace / ofer be uirtue. and na3t 
oJ)erlaker. 

Op UJiZTUB MORE 8PEC1ALLICHB. 

We hare now oon- Nou ich J>e habbe aboue yssewed generalliche jje 
thedignitT.worth. diuguet^ / and be worb / and be guodnesse : of uirtu / 

and goodueta ot ^ ' ' ' ' ^ ° ' 

Tirtue, and of charite : and hueruore me ssel hise zeche. Vor 

which lead* tojoT, grat ureme fer comf his uor to habbe. blisse. worfssipe/ 

ereriattinj. * ^^^ ^Y^ euTclestinde. Ac uor fan / fet me ne knau)> 

na3t zuo wel J)et fing ine general / ase me dej) in 

special : )?eruore hyer ys myn ywyl to spekene of mrtue 

more openliche. zuo fet ech J)et wylle ine fise boo 

studye : moje his lyf ordeyni be utrtue / and be guode 

It is not enough to dedes. Yor oferlaker litel hit him ssolde by worj) to 

gSSd^unieai we couue J)et guod : bote me hit dede. Vor ase zayj) saynt 

He sinneth who iacob. He )>et Can guod / and ne de]) hit na3t : ])er is 

hto wuf. zenne / yef he misdej). Fol he is fet can fane ri3te 

way / and be his wytinde mysgef. 
^* ^^^^ ^^ 111 ^ ^^^y ^^^ cowiparisonej) fe zaule and of J)e guode 
of the good maa manue / an of be guode wyfmanne : to ane uayre 

or woman to a fair / r o J J 

garden. gawlyue uol of greuhede / and of uayre trawes / and of 

(kir trees, and of guod frut. Huerof god zayjj ine be boo of loue. * My 

good fhiit. , . , 

zoster / my lemman / J)ou art a gardin besset / myd tuo 

ssetteles.* fet is J)e grace of god / and of angles. Jjeme 

Thto garden set- gardyn zette J)e greate gardyner / fet is god fe uader / 

gardener, God the huanue he uhessej) J)e herte / and makef zuete / and 

tretable / ase wex ymered. and ase land guod* and 

[Fol. «. b.i agrayfed / and worfi fet hy by yzet mid guode ympen. 

«th'uie*h^rt.° \>^ ^^ ympen bye]) fe uiHues / fet fe holy gost 

1 ydegud (digged) has been erased. 
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THREE THINGS NEEDFUL FOR THE EARTH. 95 



be-deawej) myd his grace. Godes zone fet is J>e zojw The branches ara 
zonne be pe mrine of his clemesse : def ham wexe an edb? th^^^'^' 
he3 / and profile. theHoijGhct. 



Op bRI biNGES NYEDUOLLE TO bE ERbfi. Of three things 

' ^ *' * nemlftil to the 

Jjyse fri finges byef nyeduolle to alle J>e finges ))et ro^ mould, 
in )?e erj>e wexe J). Guod molde. wocnesse norissynde. mobtmil**^ 
and renable hete. wydoute* fise fri finges gostliche / ne hJt****"***^* 
moje fe ympen of uirtue / ne wexe / ne here frut. fise JJ}^^*hf^ha 
finges / make]) fe grace of fe holy gost mid herte. and jlJj^JJJJ/^ "**' 
hi def al greny / and flouri. and here frut. and hi 
make)) alsuo / alse a paradis erflich to lykerous, uol of 
guode traiies / and of frut / and precious. Ac ase god 
zette paradys erblich uol of guode trawes / and of frut. As God set in 

^ ^ r © / Paradbe the tree 

and amydde zette a trau / bet me clepeb : bet trau of of iife amidst 

' ^ ^ ' ' other good trees. 

lyue. hueruore pet his frut hedde nyede to loky fet lyf / 

to J)an JHJt hit ssolde ete / wyjjoute steruinge / and 

wyfoute zyknesse. and wyf-oute ealdinge. and wyf-oute 

fyeblesse. Alsuo dej) gostliche to fe herte fe greate ■© God hath set 

gardyner. fet is god pe uader. Vor he hef y-zet pe amidst the tree of 

trawes of uirtue / and amydde J)et trau of lyue. fet 

is lesu crist / J)et zayj) ine his spelle. * He fet eth my ^Jjjf* ^^'^ 

idess / and dring]) my blod ; he he J lyf eurelestinde.' 

]5is trau grenef and uayref be his utrtue : alle fo ine 

paradis. Be be ui'rtue of bise trawe wexeb / florisseb / This tree canses 

, , n ,, . -r . , others to flourish. 

and makeb frut : alle be obre trawes. • Ine bise trawe al 

'^ '. ' '^ Thetreelstobe 

hit ys guod al bet ber is. bis trau is to alowe / and to praised for lu 

J ^ r r J' I root. lU wood, the 

louie / uor manye binges. Vor be rote. Vor bane flower, the smeii. 

.^ X o / f the leares. the 

wode. Vor bet flour. Vor bane smeL Vor be leaues. ftnit, and lu fair 

. seed. 

Vor fet frut. And uor his uayre ssed. ]5e rote of fise The root of the 
trawe / fet is f e wel greate loue / and to moche charity God. which 
of god fe uader / hueruore he ous louede zuo moche / wicked thraiis by 
f et uor his kueade frel to begge : he yaf his wel guode ^^ gon. 
zone, and him deliursde to fe dyafe / and to torment. ufeProphet'lwhS 
Of fise rote spekj) fe profete / and zayj). fet ' a yerd ssel .h^^ont^e 
guo out of pQ rote of yesse.' fet word is worf ase moche / "*** *>' Je««. *«• 
» So in MS. 
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THE TREE OF LIFE : ITS BOUGHS. 



The wood is the 
flesh of Christ. 
The pith was His 
holy soul. 



The rind was His 
fair couversatiuu. 
Th&sap was Uis 
tears, sweat, water 
aod blood. 



The leaves were 
His holy words, 
the flowers His 
holy thoughts, 
the fhiit his 
twelve apostles. 



The boughs, in one 
sense, are ail the 
elect 



In another sense 
they are His vir- 
tues andexampies, 
which he showed 
to His private 
friends. 



[Fol. 29. a.] 



when on the 
mount He opened 
His mouth and 
said:- 

" Blessed be the 
poor of spirit, 
for the Idngdom 
of heaven is 
theirs." &c., &c.. 



These are the 
seven boughs of 
the tree of life. 



ase a becleppinge of loue. J)et wodo / )?et is his prc- 
ciouse uless. J)e herte of fo traue : wes pe holy zaule / 
Ine huani wes / fe preciouse yolk of fe wysdome of 
god. j>e rinde / wes j)e uayre cowuersacioun / wyfoute. 
J)et zep : of Jjo traue / and pe tyeres / weren uonr wel 
preciouses finges / and of ri^t greate uiHue / fet of his 
preciouse lemes youme. fet weren tyeares. zuot. weter. 
and blod. j)e lyeaues : weren )?e holi wordes / pet 
helden of alle zyenesses. J)e floures : weren pe holy 
|)03tes / fet alle weren uayre and oneste / and berinde 
frut. j)et friit / weren pe tuelf apostles / fet al pe wordle 
uedde an norissede be hare techinge / and by hare 
uorbisne / mid hare guode dedes / and pe benefices. 
j)e bo3es / of fo traue / ine one wytte / byej) alle pe 
ychosene fet euere* were, and fet hjep. and fet ssoUo 
by. uor ase he zede to his apostles. * Ich am' he zede ^pe 
vyne / and ye bye]) pe bo3es.' Ine anofre wyt : pe bo^es 
weren pe uayre uirtues / and pe gloriouse uorbysnes / 
J)et he ssewede be dede / and to3te be moufe fet weren 
pe u/rtuea uol-do and nolle of pe zofe guodnesse / fet he 
ssewede to his priu6 urindes / fet weren pe tuelf 
apostles / fet he ledde in-to ane he3e helle. priuelyHche. 
J5er he zet ase zay]) fet godspel / and his deciples aboute 
hi7?i. Jjawno he openedc his moujj / and his trezor f et he 
hedde ywre3e ine his herte. and ham Jjus zeayde. 
Yblissed bye]) pe poure of goste / uor pe kyngdom of 
heuene is hyre. Yblissed byeJ) pe mylde : uor hi ssoUe 
by Ihordes of pe evpe. Yblissed bye]) fo fet hyer 
wepej) / uor hi ssolle habbe fet confort of god. 
Ybhssed J)o fet habbej) honger and J)orst of ri3t uor hi 
ssol by uolueld. Yblissed bye]) pe merciuolle / uor hi 
ssolle uynde merci. Yblessed bye]) pe clene of herte / 
uor hi ssole yzi god ap^rtehche. Yblissed byeJ) pe 
paysyble / uor hi ssolle by yclcped godes zones. Jjise 
bye]) pe zeuo bo3es of pe trawe of Hue / of godes zone 
le^u crist. 

» MS. euerfe 
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SEVEN RULES OF HOLY LIFE. 97 

Ine J)e ssede of fise trawe / him ssel guod herte 
sseduy / and yzy fe ilke uayre bojes J)et beref f et frut 
of Hue eurelestinde. Ine bise zeue wordes is beloke alle in these seven 

words are in« 

he^nesse / and alle perfeccion of grace and of mrtue of ciaded au hi^h- 
zofe blyssedhede. asemoche ase me may habbe in fise Son ot gnlLt^d 
wordle. and habbe and onderstonde : ine Je ofre. Jjise biisrftibicwk* 
bye]) pe zeue ruieles of holy lyf / Jet fe zof e Salomon These are the 
tekj) to his chHdren. pia is pe zofe filozofie / Jet pe J»^^«»"^«»«>'»»o»y 
mayster of angles tekj) to his deciples. Ine Jise zeue in these seven 
wordes byej) besset ase ziggef pe hal3en / al pe summe IhTeum^fThe*" 
of Jje newe la3e / fet is pe laje of loue / and of zuet- ofioreTndsweet- 
nesse. hy is wel yzed newe : uor hi ne may najt j^^^'caiied new 
yealdy / ase dede be yealde laae to be yewes. hi is because it never 

•'•'' ' ^ y f ^ shall become old. 

zojliche newe / and desgised uram ojre lajes. Laje is 
yzed feruore Jet hy hare-zelue ne bynt. ake Je ojre 
byndejj / and bis onbynt. J)e ojere chargej : and Jis in the old law we 

. find threatening, 

onchargej. pe ojre JreapneJ : and Jis behot. Ine Je strire.and cursing; 

,...«.,., Ti-i-A In the new law, 

ojre to strif : me Jise to pays. Ine Je ojre to uor- promises, peace, 

zuerie ; ine f ise to loue. Ine ofre corsynge : ine Jise ""^ ^i««»^"»«- 

blissiwge. JpaTine is Jys / al uol of blissinge. and Jeruore 

hi byeJ) yblyssed Jo Jet hyse healdej zayj Salomon. 

Vor Je ilke Jet his hej : he hej ywonne Jet trau of 

Hue. Hueruore bise zeue binges touore yzed byeb These seven 

'^ ^ ^ J J r things make a 

ycleped blyssinges. uor hy makej man yblyssed ine manbiessedin 

.. 1 • . • 1 1 this life, and more 

Jise wordle ase man may by me Jise lyue : and more blessed in the 
yblyssed ine Je ojre. ^ *'* 

Nou hest Jou yherd huo is Jet trau of lyue / Jet is 
amydde paradis / Jet god zet ine Je holy zaule. Ine Je 
ssede of Jise trawe / wexej / and profitej / and berej 
frut. be traw of mrtue bet god be uader / bet is be ood watereth ti o 

^ . I r r trte of virtue fnm 

greate gardyner / zet ine Je gardyne / and his weterej theweUofHis 

of Je welle of his grace / Jet his dej greny / and wexe / 

and profitL An luse halt ine grenehede / and ine lyue. ^''** ^®" *• 

^ o / J divided into seven 

be ilke welle hym todelb ine zeue streames. bet byeb be streams, 

- - , , / 1 ,. which are the 

zeue yef Jes of Je holy gost / Jet weterej al Jane gardin. seven gifts of the 

Nou loke Je greate cortaysie of oure zuete maystre lesu Behold the great 
7 
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98 THE nOLY PATER NOSTER : 

courtesy of Ood crist godes zone / bet com to be wordle to zeche / an to 

in sending Uia / / , -cr » i 

Son ! souy / Jjet / fet wes uorlore. Vor fet he wyst^ wel 

He saw our weak- i ' / i /• i i j / 

ness, and inability ouie poueitc / Olid oure lyeolesse. and uor onre ze?ines / 

U) come'u) gniTO.*^ ^® Yi^le. Ac be ous we no moje na3t arise / ne come 

[Foi. 29. b.] ayen. ne out of zenne guo* ne uzVtue to zeche / ne come 

to J)e blissede lyuo / pet is of Ins grace and of his yeffe 

Therefore He pro- ne comb. beruore he najt ne let ous uor to somoni / 

raised us HU r * ? i 

gifts, if we would bet we hym bydde and bezeche his yefjjes. And moche 

but ask for Uicm. « i ■• ^ . . 

OUS behat : fet yef we hym bezechif fing fet ous is 

guod : J)et we hit ssolle habbe. And more he ous def 

Christ is our of coitaysyc. Vor he is oure playtere / fet ous make J) 

makes interces- ouTC bczechingc : fet wc ne coujje na^t maky / yef he 

[iMs.os] nere. J3e bezechinge fet he ous made of* his uayre 

He gave us the yblessedo moufe : uayre. guode. ssorte. an cleuiynde : 

wherein are seven jjet wes Jet pater noster. hueiinne bye J) zeue bezech» 

for the seven gifu iugcs / be huichcu wc bczeche]) oure guode uader of 

Ghost. ** heuene / Jet he ous yeue J)e zeue yeffes of fe holi gost / 

Jet hi ous delyuri of Je zeue dyadliche zennes / and 

hise strepe of al of oure herten. and ine hare stede : 

zette and uprfdra^e / Je zeue ua'rtues / Jet ous lede to 

Je zeue bUssinges of perfeccion / and of holy lyf. huerby 

we mo3e habbe Je zeuen behestes Jet he makej to 

We shall now his ychoscue. HucTof oufc onderstondinge is myd be 

first speak of these "^ o j j- 

seven petitions, holy gostes hclpc. Verst speke of Je zeue benes of Je 
seven virtues that pater uoster. Efterward : of Je zeue u/rtues Jet byej 
Mven deadly sins, ajeiis J© zcue dyadlichc zennes / huer-of we habbe J 
tions^^aTMven ^^0^® yspcko. \>Q zeuc beucs byeJ / ase zeue uayre 
^I'^f^iiT^water ^^J^^^^ / ^^^ ^® lei^p u^t uoi to Ihadc of Je zeue 
to water the seven streamcs be Qw^Tcko weteres uor to wetery be zeue trawes 

trees that bear the r i J r 

fhiit of life ever- Jet bcrej Jet fruyt of line eurelestinde. 

The preface of the hg UORE-SPECUE OP bE HOLY PAT^J? NOST^i?. 

Pater Noster. '^ •' 

The Pater Noster Hvanue me zct a child to Icttre. ate begynmoige 

is the first thing 6J J G 

we teach a child, me hi??i tekb his pater noster. Huo bet of bise clergye 

We must know , , ., , , .f , , 

it if wo would be wyle conne : be-come milde ase a child, uor to zuyche 
m ase ren. g^»Q2ers tekj ourc guode mayster lesu crist / Jise 
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ITS SEVEN PETITIONS. 

dergie / Jet is J)e uayreste / and mest behofsam J)et 

is. huo bet wel hit onderstant and of-halt. Vor zuyche The mere letter of 

' '^ the prayer !• the 

wenej) hit wel conne and onderstonde : J)ot neuerte ne rind, 
couf e bote Je r3mde wyfoute / Jet is fe lettre / Jet is 
guod. Ac litel is worj to Je zy^Je of Je newen Jet is 
wybinne zuo zuete. Hit ys wel ssort ine wordes : and twb prayer it 

, , ehort In words 

wel lang ine wytte. Li?t to zigge / an sotil to onder- and long in wit, 

. . easy to repeat, 

stonde. Jjis bene / pasej alle ojre / ine Jri Jinges. ine buthardtoundcr- 

dignet^ / in ssorthede. an ine guodnesse. Jje dignet6 

is / ine Jan Jet godessone hit made. To god Je uader 

ine worde. God Je holy gost / Jet is Jet me acsej. 

He wolde bet hit were ssort / uor bet non ne ssolde God willed it to bo 

' ' ' short, that none 

'him werye : hit uor to lyemy. An uor ban bet non ne should be wearied 

in learning it. 

ssolde hiwi tyeny hit uorto zigge gledliche / an ofte. 
And uor to ssewy / Jet god Je uader ous yhyerj wel 
zone : huanne we him bidde J mid guode herte. uor he Q«i ^o«» ^ot care 

for smooth and 

ne hej none hede of longe ryote of tales y-slyked / ne rhymed words, 
y-rymed. Vor aae zayj sant gregorye. Zojliche bidde / 
ne is najt to zygge uayre wordes / and y-slyked myd Prayer does not 
mouje : ake keste playntes and dyepe zykynges of words, but of 
herte. Jje wor J / and Je profit of Jise bene : is zuo J^p ^^^^ of 
grat / Jet he beloukj ine ssorte wordes / al Jet me may ^^ ^**^ 
wylny of herte. An to bydde wel to done. Jet is Jet CFoi. 30. a.] 
me by delyured of alle kueade : and uolueld of alle 
guode. 

HyER BEGINb bET VKTER NOST^Ji. Here begins the 

Pater Noster. 

Jjvs begin J Jet pater noster. * Vader oure / Jet art "Our Father that 
ine heuene.' Loke hou oure guode spekeman / and oure Behold how our 
zuete mayster lesu crist / Jet is Je wysdom of god Je jesus'chris", 
uader / and kan alle lajes / and Je wones of his cort Je ^tadfwi^iy^ 
tekj wel to playty / and wyslyche / and sotiUiche / an bri^SS? i ' """^ 
ssortliche to speke. Vorzobe bis uerste word bet bou The sweet name 

^ ^ ' . of Father givetli 

zayst / yef hit is wel onderstonde / and yuobed / hit us hope to re- 

; , . , ,^ \ J oeive all our pe- 

Je ssel yeue al Jine playnte, vor saynt bemard Jus titions. 
zayJ. ))et Je bene Jet begynj be Je zuete name of Je 
7 • 
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100 GOD IS OUR father: we are 

uader. yefp ous hope to onderuonge alle oure byddynges. 
J5is zuete word / vader / fet al fe remenont make]) 
zuete / pe sseawe]) fet fou sselt yleue. and fe somoiief 
to fan \>et fou sselt do. and fise tuo finges souef nian : 
huawne he ylefj; wel / and a-ri3t. an he def efterward / 
When thou caUert j,et he ssel. Huanne bou him clepest uader / bou 

God the Father, '^ ' . i 

thou acknowiedg. heknaust bet he is Ihord of house. )?et is of heuene / 

est that Heie ^« -.1 i/i* /i-n/ 

Lord ot the and of erfe. and heaued / and ginnynge / and welle/ 

***^* huerof alle ssepfes / and alle guod comej. and J)U8 J)e 

And since He Is beknaust his nii3te. Efterward / zefjje fet he ys uader / 
the provider for he is di3tere / and gouf^mour / and porueyour / to his 
His ?hu^^ L e. niayn6. an naraeliche of his children / fet is of man / 
fet him-zelf he]) y-mad and yssape / to his anlik- 



ofman. 



and lovee those uesse. and f US ])0U beknaust his wysdom. Alast ]}anne 
])et he is uader be kende / and be ri jte / he louej) fet he 



whom he hath 



He rewards them be]) ymad / ase zayf fe boo of wysdome. and is zuete 

and chasteneth and milde. and zuo loueJ) / and drajj) uorf his children. 

nJSSoT *" *^ and ham de]) hare prou. and betere Jawne hi conne 

deuisi. and he his byat / and his chastef huanne hi 

misdof uor hare prou ase guod uader / and blejeliche 

he his onderua[n]g]) / huawne hi come}) to hym. 

The word Father Nou ich fe sseawy fanne fis word Jet Jou zayst : 

SJJ/*^^"*"**'^ vader. his mi3te. his wysdom his guodnesse. He fe 

^^iodS^"* bejengj) of oferhalf fe zelue. ]Jine noblesse. Jine 

but of thy noble- uavrhede. bine richesse. More gratter noblesse ne may 

ness, fidmf ss, and * 

riches. ich habbe : ba7?ne to by zone to ane zuo gieate emperur 

Greater noblUty . , i, . , , ^ 

could none have fet IS god. Morc grottei Hchesse ne may by : Jawne to 

sogreat^em- ^^ kyug of alle fing. More gratter uayrhede ne may 

GkS.'* ****'*"* by : fawne to by him ari3t ylich. Huych uayrhede is 

zuo grat ; fet hit pasef po-^i of man / and of angle. 

Let the word J5a7?ne fis word / uader / fe befengf fet J)ou art zone. 

theeofthyd'uty ^op ])et fou Je payuest him uor to by ylych. ase guod 

war<£agood ^ ^^® ^®^ ^7 ylich his guode uader. ])et is to zigge : fet 

**^®'"* J)ou by bold / and of grat wyl / and Strang / and mi3tuol 

wel to done, and ])et fou by wys / and y-wer / large / 

and cortoys / zuete / and milde clene and wyf-oute 
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SONS BY ADOPTION. 101 

uileynye / ase he is. and bet bou hatye zewne / and ^«> '^^^ ^^o" 

^ '^ f r r J I hate 8inM God 

uoulhedes / and kueadhedes ase he dej). zuo fet fou <iow. 

nf^t ne do aye kende. ]5is vord fawne fe deJ) bejjenche / 

at alle fe times fet )?ou zayst fet pater noster : J)et yef t^®^- ^' **-3 

Jou art ari3t zone : fon sselt him anlykny be kende. be 

heste. and be ri^te. and J)ou him sselt loue. worjjssipe. 

and reuerence. drede. seniice. and bo3samnesse. Nbu andaoactM* 

. good son and 

f ench fanne huanne fou zayst J)i pater noster / fet ])ou true, 
by him a guod zone and trewe / yef Jjou wylt J)et he fe w^^sonUiou 
by guod uader. an milde. *j3ench huas zone Jon art*: me 5Jj*^thoa seest 
zay]) to fe newe knyjte huanne he gej) into fe tome- flJ!Jl[JJ^*J?i^*** 
ment. Nou bou yzyxt wel hou bis uerste word is zuete. howitodmoniBhes 

f ^ '^ ' tjiee to be bold 

and hou hit be amonestejj fet )?ou by bold and of and of a good 

will* 

guode wylle. and hit fe tekj) huych fou sselt by. 

Nou ich J)e acxy hueruore J)ou zayst * uader oure.' J^^^her our " 
and na3t * uader myn'1 and fet Jjou him uela3est mid fe / *^^ ^^^ " ^%^tT 
huanne f ou zayst : *yef ous' / and ne zayst na3t *yef me.' 

Ich wile fe zigge yef J)OU wylt. Non ne ssel zigge / 
uader min. bote fe ilke Jet ys his zone be kende wyj)- 
oute gynnynge / wyjj-oute ende / Jie zoje godes zone. 
Ac we ne byeb na3t his zones be kende / bote ase- We are not ood'a 

Bons by nature, 

moche Jet we byej ymad to his anliknesse. ac alsuo but by adoption. 

byej? Je sarasyns. ac we byej his zones be grace and by 

adopcion. Adopcioun zuo is a word of la3e. uor by Je Adoptions a term 

la3es of Je emperurs / huanne an hej man ne hej no 

child : ha may chiese Jet child of a guod man yef he 

wjle. and maki hi7?i his zone be adopcioun. Jet is bo 

auoeria zuo Jet he ssel bi yhealde uor his zone auoud / 

and ssel here his eritage. bise grace cod ous made be Qod adopted ut 

° ; ° ^ ' without any de- 

uader wy Joute oure ofseruinge. ase zay J saynt paueL aerving on our 
Huanne he ous dede come to Je cnstenedome we were Before we were 
poure and naked / and child * of yre / and of helle. poor, naked, and 
J5anne huanne we zigge J * vader oure* and we zigge J / [iM^diihai 
* yef ous.' we gaderej alle oure brojren mid ous of adop- 
cion / Jet byeJ children of holy cherche. be Je byleaue 
Jet hi onderuinge ine c?*2stnynge. 



/ 
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102 WHAT "our" teaches US. 

God gir«th net Nou ous ssewejj / huer-of fis word / oure. fe largesse / 

to many. and J)e cortaysye / [of] god oure uader. f et ous yef J) 

more blefeliche / yno3 / fawne lyte and to uelen : 

)>anne to onen allone. Huer-of saynt gregorie zayj). 

Th« candle that i« * J>e bene / pB more J)et hi is cowimun : J>e more hy is 

of people. worj). ase Je candele is betere bezet fet seruej) to ane 

lit*^^ fo'TthT ^^® a^d ^ol 0^ ^^Ik : ))anne ^ fet ne seruej) / bote to 

Meofoneman onlepy mawne.' Jjis word hat ous to yelde Jonkes myd 

al oure herten. of |)ise grace fet he ous hep ydo / huer- 

by we byej) his children / and his eyrs. and J>et moche 

ardontliche louye oure ealde broker lesu crist / ])et ous 

vLeh^ep wyj) him ine his grace. 

uilhw^M i^^ ^^ word ous amonestef pet we loki ine oure herte 

this adopUon u a holylychc J)ane holy gost Jet is oure wytnesse. Jjis 

adopcton is ase weddes / ase zayJ) saynte paul / huer- 

that we shall be bv wc byb zikcre / bet we ssolle habbe be eritage of ouro 

nireofourheri- "^ , •'^. // ^ , / ° 

tage. uader. fet is pe blysse of paradys. pia word ous tekj) 

that*^etlIlSr ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^® ^y^f ^® broJ)ren / grat / and smal / 
brethren, i?reat poure and riche. hc^ / and loj / of one uader / and of 

and imall, rich ^ 7 17 1 I 

and poor, high one moder. bet is of god / and of holy cherche. and 

and low, 

non ne ssel ofren onworfi : ac louie ase broJ)er. and J)e 
and that we ou sscl Helpe Janue o))re : ase do)) Je lemes of pQ zelue 
pray for one an- bodye. and ech bidde uor ofren ase zayJ) saint locob. 
Hinba "the same -^^ ^^^ hit is ouTC uTemc wcl grat. Vor huanne J)ou 
^**^' zest fine bene ine J)e uelajrede of al holy cherche : uor 

on paternoster J)et fou zayst / J)o wynst mo ])anne an 

hondred Jjousond. 
It teaches as to J)is word / oure. OUS tekJ) to hatye J)ri J)ing name- 

pride, wrath, and Hche. Pred& wre])e. and auarice. Prede : def man out 
avarice, ^^ uelajrede. uor he wyle by aboue alle ofren. Wrefe : 

dej) man out of uelajrede. uor huanne he werref wyf 

enne : he werrej) wyJ) alle fe ojre. Auarice : def man 
which bring men out of uelaarcde. vor hi nele ne him / ne his binges / 

owt of fellowship. ~ ' ^^ ' 

communy mid oJ)ren. And J)eruore zuych uolk ne hab- 
The word "our" ^j^fc p^jt / ine be holy pater noster. bis word / * oure ' : 

•hows that God U r *^ / r J r r i 

ours, OUS ssewej) J)et god is oure : yef we wyllej). and fe 
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WHICH ART IN HEAVEN. 103 

uader. and be zone, and be holy gost. bet is yef we if we keep hu 

'^ 1 -n • commandmeuU. 

lokej) his hestes. and zuo zayjj ine fe godsspeUe saint 
Ion. 

* Vader oure / fet art ine heuene. * Huawno ich zigge / " T^f* •rt in hea- 
* bet bou art ine heuene* : ich zigge tuo bing. bet he is HereweaaBert 

^ '^ &o r o r that God Isa King, 

kvnjj / and bet he is at paradis. Alsuo huanne ich and that He i» in 

. ' , . , , . , . ..,./•, Paradise. 

zigge / * ])et art / me heuene : ich zigge ])et he is / and 

Jjet he is ine heuene. Me vint ywryte ine fe ofre hoc 

of )?e la3e. fet god him ssewede to Moyses ine ane J^^^*^ 

helle / and him zede. guo in-to egipte / and zay to be He made known 

' ° o 1- / ♦' ' to him his name, 

kynge faraon of mine half / fet he J)e delyuri mi uolk " i am." 
fe children of y [s]rael / of fe freldome / huerine he hise 
halt. * Ihord ' / zayde moyses. * yef me aksej) huet is \\ 
name, huet ssel ich zigge % ' * Ich am / J)et am.' zayde 
god. Nou ziggef Je hal3en / and f e guode clerkes. 
betamancf alle be he:e names of oure Ihorde : bis is be Thia la the first 

' or? ^ '^ and the most 

uerste / and fe mest propre. and fet mest ari3t ous proper name of 

tekj) uor to knawe / f et / fet god is. Vor alle f e ofre 

names huer hi spekef of his guodiiesse. and of his J^k^" 

wysdome. ojjer of his mi3te. ofer he is ziiich / and ^?*^""V 

zuich. he is fe ri3t guod. fe ri3t trewe. fe ri3t wys. J)e 

ri3t ini3ti. and uele ofre mancres of speches pet me 

zay J) of hiw. fet ne zigge Jj proprehche fe zofe of fe ^* **»•" *•""* 

byinge of god. Ac we fet bye J) greate / an boystoyse exutenceofOod. 

to spekene of zuo he3e finge / speke we of god / zuo / we speak of God 

ase we conne deuisi ane man / of huam me ne kan na3t of men, 

his name / ase mo zayj). he is kyng. he is erl. he is zuo 

grat. zuo uayr. zuo large, and uele of zuyche J)iwges / 

huer-by me may ywyte hou fet hit by fe man knawe. 

Ac ne ziggef na3t ari3t his name / ase we spekejj of 

god : uele we uinde]) of wordes / fet ous ssewef huet 

J)et hit bi of hwu Ac ber ne is non zuo propre * ase bis bnt there is no 

. word so proper 

word / * J)et art. fet zuo propreliche. zuo ssortliche. zuo as these words, 



cleuiyndelyche. zuo sotilliche / \>e names nemnef / ine 

zuo moche / ase onderstondinge him may strechche. 

Vor god is ase \>e ilke / fet one is / ase zay)? saint lob. 

> MS. propr^ 



«' |?et art." 
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104 GOD ALONE IS EVERLASTING. 

God alone u, for He One is / ari^t to spekene. uor he one is / enreles- 

Ho it everlMtlng, . , ' ^ ' 

without begin- tinde / wyfoute beginnynge. and w}'jH)ute ende. fet me 

ning and withoat . . 

end. ne may zigge : of non ofre fmg. Efterward he one is 

r* h^'to *1ii zofliche. nor he is zof / and zofnesse aboue alle finges 

thing*. yssape. and zuo byef alle ssepfes ydcle and ydelenesse. 

[Foi. SL b.] And ase zayj Salomo[n] and na3t to fe zy^f e of him. and 

to na3te ssolden come : bote yef he his ne sostyenede 

be his uirtue. Ate laste he one is zetnesse an nestnesse 

He alone is flrrn, ine onelepi poynto wy)K)ute him to trobli / wyjH)ute 

changing. him to chongi / wy)K)ute him remue ine none manere. 

ase zayj) saynt lacob. Alle ofre finges byef chonginde / 

ine eche manere of hare kende. ]^nne is he propre- 

liche yclieped* : fet art. Vor he is zofliche wyf-oute 

without end, ydclnesse / zetnesse / wijj-oute enye chonge eure to 

ning, "wUhmu ylesto : wyjHDute ende. wyf-out heaued. wyjHDute / wes. 

•Kail h€." wyf-oute / ssel by. uor J)er ne is no gelt. 

There is nothing j^qu bou sselt onderstonde zuo bet ber ne is nait 

that one may bet- ' . 

ter beiiere than J)et me mo3e betere ywyte / jjanne fet : fet god is. Ac 

Kota pis wi per ne is nofing zuo Strang to conne / ase huet / and 

what God it, ^^et J)ing is god. Jjer-uore ich J)e rede wel / fet J)ou 
ne musy n^t to moche /hit uor to zeche. uor fou 

and it it enough my3test ly3tliche guo out of Je ri3te waye. Hit is yno3 

"Dear Father, uoT J)e / Jjct fou ziggo: 'lycuc uadcT J)et art ine heuena' 

ven." ^ **^ 2oJ) hit is J)et he is oueral yhered. ine erfe. ine ze. ine 

He it the oideet, helle. ase he is ine heuene. Ac me zayb he is ine 

the most known, ^ ' 

the moet beloved, heueuo / uoT bet he is be eldeste / and be meste yknawe / 

andthemotthon- _ ^ ' / , , \ / , . V 

cured. and pe meste beloued / and fe meste yworfssiped. 

Efterward he is ine heuene gostliche / Jet is ine holy 
bodyes fet byef he3e. clyre. and clene. ase is J>e 
heuene. uor ine zuyche herten : he ys aid. and yknawe. 
and ydred. and yworfssiped and yloued. 

The word Nou hest bou yhord bise uour wordes. Pater noster 

** Fattier "hidana . . , 

worthipGod; tiie S^* ^ *w celis, j)et ucTsto fo somonef / to worfssipie 
ii^l "'i!" u> 8®^- )^* ^f^^ • ^ ^o^® g^^- J^® Jridde : to drede god. 
dread God; y^^ ^^ j^^ -^^ uadcT ouTe : alueway he ys bezide / and 

1 MS. has ycheped 
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THE lord's prayer: its preface. 105 

na3t chonginde. Jje uerfe )?e to strengfi. nor asemoche "heavmr to em- 
ase he is zuo hej / and fou zno I03. yef pon ne art bald / coura^*i. '** 
and of guode wylle : fou ne sselt na3t come / huer he 
wonef. J>et uerste word ous ssewef pe langnesse of his tjm ist showeth 
eurebleuinge. Jet ofer: )?e brede of his charity fe th«br«iidthofHit 
fridde: fe dyepnesse of his zo])hede. J)e nerj)e: fe thed^pn^S^' 
he^nesse of his magest^. Huo fet he)? wel f ise uonr 4th. the hig^!^ 
)>inges zojliche wyjjoute drede he ssel by yblyssed. **' ^^ m^esty. 

bE UERSTE BENE OF JjE HOLY PAT^Ji FOSTER, Thelitp«UUou 

of the Holy Pater 

Non best fon yherd fe uorespeche of \>e holy pater ^**^'- 
noster. Jet is ase ane inguoinge of fe vij)ele. ey god / The preface of the 
huo Jjet coufe wel al Jane zang : hou he ssolde vinde m the beginning 
uayro notes. Vor hit ne is no drede Jet ine Je zonge j ^ ^ •• 
Jet Je wysdom of god made / Je ilke Jet tekj Je uo^eles 
zynge : ne hej uele notes sotiles / and zuete / J^ Jer 
by lyte lettre. Ine bise zonge byeb zeue notes, bet in this song we 

, , o^i^ f geven note*, that 

byeb be zene benes. bet porchaceb be zeue yefbes of are the Mven pe- 

'^ ^ '^ r^ ,, n UUonsthatbuj 

be holy gost. bet strepeb be zeuen haued zennes of be the eeren gifts of 
; ,,. ,;. . ; thoHoiyOhost. 

herte. and hi zette J / and nonsse J Je zeuen uirtues. be 

huychin me comj to Je zeue blissinges. Of Jise zeue 

benes / be bri uerste : makeb man holy / aze moche ase The three flmt 

man may by me Jise wordle. Je uour efterward hiw the other four 

.,1 .111111 « / ™»ke him stead- 

make J stedeuestlyche : n3tuol. Aljeholynesseofman/ lisatiy righteous. 

Jet is jrmad to Je ymage of Je trinity / Jet is be Jri [FoI. 32. a.] 

Jinges Jet byej ine Je zaule. bejenchinge. onderstond- 

ynge. and wyl. ine bet bet be zaule bi stedeuestliche The three things 

•^ ° •^ ' '^ '^ thatarelnthe 

yclenzed ine be wylle. stedeuestliche ali^t me be onder- wui are thought, 

1. 1 1. 1 1.1.11. tmdersUndlng. 

stondinge. stedeuestliche yuestned in god. mid god ine and wiu. 

be bebenchinffe. and be more be zaule onderuanirb and the more the 

1 f . 1 . . A. ^ 1 1 1 soul recelTeth 

plentehche Jise Jn 3e£Jes of god : and hy more propre- plentifully these 
liche ne}le[c] J / to his ri3te uayrhede of his kende. Jet is 
to Je anlicnesse of Je uader / and of Je zone / and of Je 
holy gost. ))et is huanne god Je uader him confermej 
his bejenchinge. god Je zone him aly3t his onde[r]- 
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106 HALLOWED BE THY NAME. 

the more ig man stondinge. god fe holy gost hef yclensed his wyl. fise 
the TWnftyl*" ^ P^ fiiiges we bezechej) ine fe fri uerste beues of fe 

pater noster. 
"Hallowed be thy Huawne we ziggeb / sandificetvo: nomen tuum. we 

name." 

By theae words ssewejj to 011X6 guode uader corteysliche oure principal 

we show that oar i 11 . i • 

principal deaire ia desvT bet we ssoUe cure hab DC. bet 18 bet his name by 

to have God's , , , , n , . , 

name hallowed yhal3ed and ycowfermed me ous. )>anne huanne we 

and confirmed in . . . . . « 

US. ziggej) / sanctiJicetnT nomen tuum : fet is to zigge. *sire / 

fis is onre he3e wyl / jjis we bezechif toppe alle )?iiig / 
Jet ])in holy name / fet is fi gi;ode los fi knaulechinge / 
J)i beleaue / by y-cowfermed ine ous.* 

In this 1st peu- Ine bise n.erste bene : we bezecheb be nerste and 

tiouweaakfor '^ ' ' 

the gift of wis- Jje principal yefjje of fe holy gost / fet is fe yef|?e of 
wysdom / fet uestnej) / and co/ifermej J)e herte in god. 
and his ioynej) zuo to him : fet hi ne may by ondo / 

which enables us ne to-deld. Wysdom is yzed of smac / and of smacky. 

to taste the sweet- „ , _ . L , , r t / 

nesB of God. YoF huanne fe man onderuangf ])ise yefpe : he zuel^LfJ / 
and smackej) / and ueljj fe zuetnesse of god. Ase me 
uel]) fe zuetnesse of ])e guode wyne ate zuel^ / betere 
J)awne to Je zi3)}e. Ac to fan J>et f ou onderatanst betere 

The word "holy" huet is to zigge / * bi name by yhaked ine ous:' bou 

algnifiea clean : it 

is as much as to ssclt ywyte fct fis word / holy / is ase moche worb : 

say that we are . 

dipt in blood and ase / klene. ase wyjjoute erfe. ase yhal3ed to godes 

confirmed. .. i..-iii/ « ••▼ 

seruice / ase y-nept ine blod / ase ycowfermed. Ine Jise 
Wisdom haUow- uyf mauercs hal^eb be cost of wysdom / be hert« of 

eththe heart of "^ ? r r o J IT 

man in five ways: man. VcFst he his wypej) / and clensef / ase de]) fet uer 
2. Cleansing. [j)et] clenze)) and fine]) fet gold. Efterward he dej) away 
al ])e ilke uelfe / of alle erfliche loue. and of alle wylle 
of ulesse. and make J) to comene al out of smak. al f et 
me wcs ywoned byuore to louie. ase jjot weter is out of 
smak to Jan fet is ywoned to )?e guode wyne. Efter- 
ward he him habcj of al to godes seruice. uor he deJ) 
him al away of alle -wrefe. and def him al Jenche of 
god. and to louie / and semi. Ase fe cherche is yhal3ed 
4. Dipping in to godes seruice. zuo Jet me ne ssel ofer fing do 
Jerinne : fanne fe seruice of god. Efterward he depj) 
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ine bled. Vor he hise zet in ane zuo bemi[n]de loue / 

and one zuo zuete deuocion of lesu crist. fet huawne 

he fengj? ine him / and his passion : he ys alsuo ydept / 

and al-suo dronke of fe preciouse blode / J)et lesu cWst 

ssedde uor him : ase is a zop of hot bryead huanne me 

hit potej) in-to wyn. fet is a newe c?7stninge. Vor 

depe and cnstni : is al on. Eft^rward he him uestnej) «• oonHnning in 

zuo ine god / fet no fing ne may him to parti ne [FoI. 82. b.] 

onioyni. panne [he] wyle fis word nou zigge : ' fin name " Thy word be 

by yhal3ed ine ous.' pet is to zigge : * yef ous Jane gost of m«»n«, 

wysdom /be huam bi we zuo yclensed ase gold, and ofwiadom. 

yuayred of alle uelbe / huer-by we ssolle by zuo uol be renewed »nd 

1 T^ .. . , ,, . ,, , IkatenedlnGod. 

dronke of fine loue : fet alle ofre zuetnesses / ssolle by 
ous bytere : be huam we ssolle by zuo yyeue to fe / an 
to fine seruise : fet neure mo of ofren we ne maky 
strengfe. be huam by we na^t wyf oute more ywesse : 
ac zuo moche ydept yne grayne / and ynewed and eft 
ycristned ine fe bloode of lesu cnst be deuocioun of 
ueste loue / huer-by f e name of oure uader by zuo 
yuestned ine ous: bet he by oure uader and we his ■© that nothing 

. , may separate US 

zones / and nis eyrs. zuo yuestned fet no fmg fet mo3e from ood. 

beualle ne mo3e ous ondo of fe ilke uestnesse / ne of 

fise grace.' Wei is hit grat grace of god h[u]anne fe wyl 

is zuo yroted ine god huich / ne may to cryepe uor none 

uondinge. Wei gratter fing his huanne me is zuo 

yuestned ine fe loue and adrayngt in be zuetnesse of and nothing com- 

j fortosbutthe 

goo. pet no solas ne no confort mene onderuangj? : bote grace of ood. 
of him. Ac y-yeue is f e herte parfitliche and jconr 
fermed. uor fe memorie is zuo cleuiynde ine him : fet 
ne of no f ing fenche / bote ine him. And f et we 
byddef him huanne we ziggef : sanctificehxr nomen 
tuum. * Ihord f i name by y-hal3ed ine ous.* 

pE 0]?RE BENE OF j)E HOLT PAT^it NOSTfJZ. The leoond peU- 

tion of the Pater 

Adueniad regnum tuiaxL pet is pe ofre bene of pe ^^^' '"^^ . 
pater noster. huer we byddef / fet godes regne come Here we pray for 
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God'a reign to to 0U8 / and by wyjj-inne ous. Oure Ihord zayf ine his 

which la brought spoUe to his deciples. * fe regne of god : is nou wyf-inne 

of uudenunding. you.' Nou oiiderstand wel liou pet may by. Huawne 

the hwt. °* god yefj) ane grace J? et me clepef / fe gost of onder- 

stondinge to J>e herte. ase def J>e zonne pet dej> away 

J>e Jjyestemesse of fe ny3t / and wastef fe cloudes / and 

f e hore urostes bi fe moi^en. Alsuo waste]) fe holy gost 

alle fe fyestemesscs of J>e herte. and him ssewej) his 

zewnes / and his defautes / zuo fet J>e ilke wende by al 

Md thoweth m»n klene. ba/ine wyndeb hi zuo uele defautes. and of 

Lis many faults. '^ »^ r 

motes, and of doust wyf-oute tale. Ase fe zowne byam 
ssewef his motes / and fet doust fot byef benefe ine 
J>e house. Efterward he hiw eft ssewef of ofre half najt 
wyjj-oute more fet / \>et is wyf-inne him / ac J>et / fet 
is benefe fe helle. and f ct / fet is aboue hi7?i ine 
heuene. fet / fet is aboute him / alle uayre ssepj?es : 
f et alio heryef god j and hi7?i wytnessef hou god is 
guod and almijti. wys. and uayr. grat and milde. 
zuete. and fe more me zyjt J>e sseppinges bii^te : fe 
He seeth that he more hit is wynynde hi7^^-zelue to yzyenne. Ac he 
worth! of seeing yzyjf / fct he HO is clcue / uc worfi him to zyenne : 
f awne anhet fe guode herte and trewe / and him wrefef 
to him-zelue. Jjawne nymf he his pic / and his spade / 
and beginf to delue / and to myny. and gej> in-to his 
■o he begins to hcite. Jjeriune he vint zuo uele zennes / and vices / 

cast ont the in- i>i« i, -, -, /, 

ward flith which and ZUO uclc dcfautcs / and zuo moche doust / and 

the sight of God. ' trtbulaciouns of herte / and of J>03tes / and of wyckede 

wylles / f et he him wrefef / and zox^ef. and nimf a 

wycked wyl to hi/w-zelue. zuo J>et he beginf fe herte 

lFoL33.a.] to clcusi to Jjo zofc* / and to keste out alle fe uelfes 

J>et him benimj> J>e zi^fe of god ine hiin. and fet he dej> 

mid J>e spade of zofe ssrif fo. Ac huanne he hej> longe 

ymyned / and he hef / alle his uelfes ykest out : ]>anne 

Then he flnds uint he pavs / and reste / and solas / and blisse / zuo 

peace, rest. boUm». . . 

and bliss. pet hliu f iugj) fet al pe wordle by an helle to pe lok- 

1 MS. zo\>o 
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inge of fe ilke clyemesse / and of fe ilke pays : pet he 
uint ine his herte. and J>et we oxef : huanne we ziggef 
Adueniad regnum tuum. pet is to zigge : * Leue uader/ "Thj kingdom 
ylyky J>e / J>et fe holy gost ous wille aly3te fe herte / ^'^l^'H^Z'' 
and clensi and zuope / al-huet hi by worfi god uor to HVij^ohMt"** 
y-zy. and J>et he wile come and wonie ase kyng / and ^^^J^JJ** *''**** 
ase Ihord. and. gouernonr / and hotere. zno J>et al fe TOm^wS^dwu* 
herte by his / and he by kyng. and euremo we hiw nio3e ^^t™'.^-^^ 
yzy. uor J>et is lyf wyjwjute ende. and godes riche habbe Ood'« kingdom is 
wyb-inne ons.* beruore zayb oure Ihord in his spelle : *" » '*«*^' *hat u 

'^'^ ' ^' ^ greater than all 

f et godes riche is ase on tresor in J>e uelde yhed. fet is **»• ^orw. 
ine herte. fet is gratter J>awne al fe wordle. 

})E JjRIDDB BENE OF JjE HOLY PAT^iJ NOSTfii?. The third petition 

. of the Pater 

Fiai uoluvdas tiua / sicut in celo & in terra, bis Noster. 
is be bridde bene huerinne we byddeb oure uader of done.- Ac. 

, , , . , , , . , . . , . We here praj that 

heuene / fet his wyl by ydo me ous : ase hit is ydo ine we may obey Oiki 

heuene. pet is ase fe holy angles of heuene / fet byef angeii in hearen, 

zuo ali3t / and yuestned ine god : J>et hi ne mo3e ofer 

fing wylny / bote fet god wille. J5is bene we ne mo3e butthii we cannot 

habbe : bote y ef we ne habbe / fe yef J>e of red. J>et is ©f coaniei. 

fe fridde yef fe of fe holy gost / J>et ous tekf his 03ene 

guod wyl. and )>et he ous wende. oure wrechide wil / given to by the 

and hise confermy / al to fe he3e guode. zuo fet he ne conform our wui 

hef ne 03ene wyt / ne 03ene wyl. ak his 03ene onlepi- 

liche* / J>et hi by Iheuedy of al fe herte yhollyche. and 

maki ine ous al J>et hi Mryle ase hi makef ine angles of 

heuene / fet makef echedaye his wil wyJ>-oute misnini- 

ynge / and wyfoute wyfzigginge. 

Nou best fou yherd fe fri uerste benes' of J>e pater in the«e three 
noster. fet byej> fe he3este / and pe dingneste. Ine pe Lord's prayer, 
uerstfe / we akse]> pe yef}>e of wysdom. Ine fe' ofre : gtaof wudom, 
pe yef}>e of onderstondinge. Ine pe fridde / J>et guode J'. J^^i^BseL*^ 
red. ase ich fe habbe aboue yssewed. })ise )>ri finges 
we ne byddef / na3t uor fet we hise habbef ine fise 

* MS. onlepihiche » MS. bcnenes « MS. o\>e 
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We cannot hare lyue dyadlich parfitlyche. ak we sseawej) to o[u]re uader 

the full measure ■,■, i , -, i n -i i 

of thesointhia oure wylles / fet byef / ofer ssolle by / to fan J>et fise 
fri benes by ine ous ymad / and uolueld ine J>e lyue eure- 
The remaining lestinde. ])e ofre vour fet comej) efte[r] ward we willej> 
neceasary tousin speke ane ofre speche. Vor we ziggej? aperteliche to 
oure uader * yef ous. uoryef ous. wyte ous. delyure ous.' 
bote fise vour benes of him we ne habbe : we byej) 
dyade / an euele betake ine J>ise wordle. Vor hi byej) 
ous nyeduoUe ine f ise lyue dyadlich. 

The fourth peti- hfl UERbE BENE OP JjE HOLY TATER FOSTER. 

tion of the Pater 

" Give'ua thia day Panem Twstrum cotidianum da nobis hodie, Mochel 

our daUy bread,- q^q |jq]jj, Q^pQ guode mayster / to spekene myldelyche / 

and wysliche. huawne he ous tekj? to zigge. Vayre 

• uader / oure bryad of eche daye / yef ous to day. Huet 

What may the may fe zoue betere acsy to his uader : fawne bread wyb- 

Bon ask of hla 

lather better than oute Hiore / uoF J>ane day to endy 1 He ne acsej> none 
[Pol. 83. b.i outrage / ne wyn. ne uless. ne uiss. [ac] bread wyfouto 
for wine, fleah, nor more [he] byt. na3t uor ayer / ne na3t uor al J>e woke, ac 
It li a great thing wyJ)-oute more : fane day to endy. Nou hit fingj? fet 
it*i^y ap^"f hit by wel lite J>ing Jet we acsej> : ac uor zofe hit is wel 
^'*^""^ grat fing. Huanne me bit J>e broferhede / and J>e 

uela3rede / and part / and ri3t / ine alle )>e guodes of J>e 

house. Alsuo hit is huose fet smackef of fise breade. 

He hef }>e broferrede. and part / and uela3rede. and ri3t. 

and ine alle J>e guode dedes fet byej> ine heuene. J5et 

IvorTLtta^'bl^* ^® ^^^ ^'^^ ^^ f® ^® ^^^y couent. J5et bread of heuene. 

that prewrrea the j,et bread of angles, fet bread lostuoL J>et bread of lyue 
eurelestinde. Vor hit yeff guod lyf / and lokeJ> fe 
zaule wyjj-oute steruinge. Huer-of zof zayj> ine }>e 
godspelle. * Ich am fet bread of lyue / fet com doun 
uram heuene. huo J>et ssel ete of J>o breade : he ssel 

This la true meat, euro lybbc wyjj-oute steruinge.' fet bryad is mete ari3t. 

au the hunger of uor hit stouchef al fane hongor of f e wordle / and uelf 
man J>et he hej> yno3 / zuo ne def now ofer mete. J5et 

It i8 the bread and is fet bread and fe mete / Jet fou nymst / of J>e sacrc- 
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THE BODY OP CHRIST. Ill 

ment of fe wyeuede / pet J>ou sselt ete zuyf e / and meatukenof th*. 

glotounliche / ase tekj> fe writinge / ase def J>e lecher- »itar, 

ous fane guode mete : fet oJ>erhuil uorzuel3)) fane guode 

snode / wyf-oute chewynge. J>et is to zigge / fet f ou 

sselt nyme feme mete mid greate wylle of herte / and 

mid grat lost. And f ou hit sselt ase hit by uorzuel3e / 

wyjj-oute chewynge. and f et is to zigge. yleue ine grat / 

bet / bet hit is be zobe bodi of lesu crist. and be zaule. ^^ tt»e tme bodj 

^ ' '^ ' ' ' of Jesus Obrtet. 

and Jh3 godhede / al to-gydere / wyf-oute to zeche : hou 
hit may by. Vor god may more do : f anne man mo^e 
onderstonde. Efterward me ssel beme mete eft chyewe / one should chew 

. this meat again as 

ase fe oxe f et gers fet he hef uorzuol3e. pet is to the ox the grass 

that he has swal- 

zigge fet me ssel recordi zueteliche and smallicho be lowed. 

little stechches / alle f e guodnesses of oure Ihorde and 

al f et lesu crist f olede ine erfe uor ous. And fa/ine 

vint fe herte fane ri3te smac of f e ilke mete, and onder- 

ua[n]gf ane wel greate hete of f e loue of god. and ane wel 

greate wylnynge to do ynoj an to f olye uor him al f et he 

mijte. and al f is def f e ui'rtue of f o breade. Vor f et is f et '^^^ ^"^^^ ^^ 

bread f et confortef and strengf ef f e herte / to f et hy by strengthens the 

wel Strang uor to f olye / and do grat f ing uor godes things for the lovo 

loue. Ac f et ne may najt by wyf-oute f e uerf e yeff e 

of f e holy gost / f et is y-cleped f e yeff of strengf e / f et 

armef godes knyjt / and him def yeme to by mai-tired. 

and makeb ham lewe betuene be tormens. Nou mijt Thus when we 

r y^ r 'ask bread we ask 

f ou wel yzy hou corteysliche / huanne we acsef f et ilke for strength. 

bread : we acsef fane yeff e of stre[n]gf e. Vor ase f et 

bread bodylich / sostenef and strengf ef f et bodi : alsuo 

f e yeffe of stre[n]gf e / makef f e herte Strang to f olye / 

and to done grat bing uor god. bet ilke bread we hit This bread we call 

'^ . ours, for It is 

clepiyf oure / uor hit wes ymad of oure do3e. yblissed made of our 
by f e guode wyfman : f et of hiren f et flour f er to dede. [FoI. si a.] 
J5et wes f e mayde Marie, and yfryd ine f e panne of f e ^'®T^ ^J ***• 
crouche / ase he zayb ine be sautere. uorzobe uorzobe Manr. ' 

' ^ Jr r Y r andfHedintho 

yfryd ine his 03ene blode. uor f et dede he / ine f e greate i»n of the 
wylle of his loue / f et he hodde to ous. And f et is f et 
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THE BREAD OF THE ALTAR. 



It U bread twic6 
baked. 



It is ours becaose 
ChrUtlcftitto 
us as His Ust re- 
quest. 



Itisourdidlr 
bread, because 
eacli day's dole 
is Riven us by 
God. 



Each day it is 
necessary to us. 



and each day one 
shall take it either 
at the sacrament 
of the altar, or by 
right beliet 



It is bread, not 
for churls, but for 
noble hearts, 
cleansed and 
washed by shrift 



It is sure sub- 
stantial bread. 



surimssinffall 
other substances 
in virtue and 
diimity. 



bread tuies y-bake / huermide he astorej) his ssip. jet 
is holy cherche / uor to pasy J>e greate ze / of J>ise 
perilouse wordle. Hit is oure. uor he hit ous let : at 
his yleaue nymynge / and at his laste bequide / lesu 
crist J>e wel large / ase meste greate tresor : J>et he ous 
mijte lete. and hit ous yaf ase J>et uayreste iowel / pet 
he ous mijte yeue. and fet we hit ssolde loky : uor his 
loue. Hit is uorzofe oure / uor noJ>ing ne may / hit ous 
benime toyens oure wylle. We hit clepiej) oure bread 
of echedaye. f et is to zigge / of eche daye. uor fet is J>e 
echedayes dol / fet god yeff to his wel wilynde : J>et 
eche daye doj? his seruice / and zigge J> his oures. fet is 
to alle guode herten / fet eche daye zueteliche be zo}>e 
loue make]? memorie / and befenchinge of his passion. 
})et greate of J>e prouendre / we nimej> ine oure 
heruest ine heuene / huanne we hi^M ssolle ysy onwry3e / 
ine his uayrhede / ase he is. Hit is ysed J>eruore eche- 
dayes : fet eche daye / hit is ous nyeduol. and echedaye 
me ssel hit nyme / ofer ate sacrament of f e wefde / ase 
doj? J>e prestes : oJ>er gostliche be ri^te byleaue. J5et 
bread is wel precious / an wel noble / and wel ydi3t. 
J5et is kynges mete / huerinne byej? ech manyere lyk- 
inges / and alle guode smackes / ase zayf f e hoc of 
wysdome. fet ne is na3t mete to gromes / ne to yeue. 
ne to piecaille. ne to cheuaille. ne to cherles. ac to 
noble herten and gentil. an cortays. and clene. fet is 
to J>e herte fet is gentil be grace, noble / be guod lyf. 
yclensed / and ywesse be zofe ssrifte. Of fise uzrtue 
spekf saynt matheu \>e wangeliste / and hit clepej> ziker 
bread substancieL fet is to zigge : fet pasej> / and 
ouergej) alle substances / and alle ssepfes be ver. ine 
uirtue / and ine dingnet6 / and ine alle ofre maneres of 
worf. ne me ne may betero write / ne more yno; : 
fanne wit substances. Me zayf pet mete is pe mi3[t]- 
uoller / panne he hef yno3 of my3te. and of noriss- 
inge. and pe more fet he is norissinde : me zayj? J>et he 
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is J>e substancieler. and fere-uore fet ine fise breade is 

more mHue / and of guod / and of nortwre / fawne me md contains more 

moje fenche / oJ>er zigge. ne zayj? me najt fet hit is anjthing eiw. 

snbstancieL alsuo me zayj> J>et hit is ope substance / 

fet is / utV-tuous / and substancieh aboue onderston- 

digge / and wenynge. pet bread we byddej> to oure we pr«y for this 

uader. and him we biddej> / pet he hit ous yeue to-day. i,^ i^ this mortal 

ine J>ise daye / fet is ine fise dyadliche line, zuo f et ^•' 

we mo3e maky ane guode iomee / and to abyde J>e 

gledlaker oure ssepe. J5et is be peny bet he yef b to his This is the penny 

workmen / h[ujanne euen comJ>. fet is f e ende of J>e workmen whtn 

1 . evening cometk, 

hue. 

})E VIPTE BENE OP j)E HOLY FATER FOSTER, The 5th petition 

of the Pater 

Dimitte nobis debita nostrsk sicut et nos dimittimus Foster. 

•' Forgive us our 

debitarihua nostns, Ine J>ise bene we biddeb oure trespasses," 4c. 

J i» 1 / 1 11 Here we say, 

uader of heuene / J>et he ous wylle uoryeue / oure Forgive us our 
misdedes / ase we uoryeuef to ham : fet ous mis-doj). * '* 
ofer habbej) mis-do. f awne zigge we f us. * Leue uader / IToi. 84. b.] 
uoryef ous oure dettes : ase we uoryeue b oure det tours.* ■■ ^* fonci^* ©nr 

*' *> ' debtors. 

Oure dettes: byej) oure ze/mes / f et we habbef ydo our debu are our 
wexe ope oure zaulen. J>et is fet beste wed of fe house. 
J5e zenuolle be one zewne dyadlich / J>et zuo zone is ^ 

y-pased / ase to be loste / ober ase to be dede / is the interest of 

. '^ '^ . . wliich is hell pain. 

y-obliged to zuo ane greate gauelinge : fet he ne hej 

mi3te to hit endi. J>et is to J>e pine of helle / fet is 

wyjj-oute ende. Efterward / he ssel to gode / pet he ^°J****^^J^ 

he J? y wrejjed / zuo grat amendes : fet he ne hep mijte amends for ow 

uor to yelde. Vor ine al his lyue p^ ha leuede an 

hondred year ofer more : he ne mi^te najt do uoluel* 

linde penonce of one dyadliche zewne / yef god wolde 

usy to yelde dom. And beruore hit behoueb to yeme therefore it her 

•^ "^ / r J hovethhimtorun 

to pe cort of merci and bidde mc7'ci / and aksy uoryeue-f to the court of 
nesse. Vor be pe rijte of pe cort of dom / pe zene* 
^ere ssolde by demd / and ycowdemned to dyaj>e eure- 
leatinde. Jjeruore oure guode mayst^' lesu crist ous '« *>y t-« «>«rt 
8 
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of jMtioewe tekj) zuo to oxi uoryeuenesse and quittinge huanne we 
tod«fUh«YeriMt- biddcj? oure guode uader J>et is zuete and milde / nor to 
y[e]iiene : large and corteys / fet he ous uory[e]ue oure 
misdedes. 

Ac nim wel hede hou J>ou bidde. * Voryef ous oure 

misdedis / ase we uoryeuef to ham : J>et ous habbej? 

misdo.* Vor yef we ne uoryeuej) to ham J>et ous habbeji 

If we do not for- nii[8]do : god ne uoryefj) na3t ous oure misdedes. ase 

will not foiKiro he hiw-zelf zayj? ous / ine J>e godspelle. Jeanne he ])et 

zayj? his pater noster / and hef ine his herte hate / 

wrefe / oJ>er wyckedhede : he bit more aye him-zelue : 

fanno nor him-zeine. Vor he bit god / J>et he ne 

Wherefore In thy uoryeue him uajt / hua7?ne he zayf. * uoryef me : ase ich 

hast no wicked uoryeue.* and nor pet at alle fe times fct f ou zayst J>i 

wSrtCevu^"^ pater nosier beuore god Jjet yzi^J) fine herte : fou sselt 

*****•• uoryeue fine wyckede wil / and keste out of fine herte : 

alle wref e / and alle hate, and euelwyL of erlaker f i 

bene is more aye f e : fa/me uor fe. Yef hit fe f ingf 

Strang f ing and kuead uor to uoryeuene / fin euel wyl 

to ham f et f e hatief / of er f et f e kuead willef / huer 

Think h«w chriit he al misdef : f ench fet god uoryaf his dyaf to ham 

forgave his ene- , . , , , / -i • / 

mieewhocruciiied fet hiTTi dede afo rode / fe uor to yeue uorbisne / uor 

t6 uoryeue to ham / fet f e habbef misdo / and more 

yet eft : ham guod do : yef hi habef nye[de] to f e. Vor 

It is no great ^se he zayf ine his spelle. Ne is hit na3t grat f ing ne 

S^fwll^'^ grat ofseniinge aye god to do guod to ham fet ous dof 

guod. ne to louie f o fet ous louyef 1 Vor fet def f e 

but iince we are paen / and f e sarasyn / and of re zene^eres. Ac we fet 

God's children, ^^^^ godes children be byleaue and be grace / and we 

byef cristene ynemned of lesu crt'st / and we byef eyrs 

we ought to for. D^id him of fe heritage of paradys / of ous to uoryeue 

Sid'iTe'SlJIS. f® ^^ ^ >Q ofr® / ^^^ ^^^y^ ^^^ uyendes. fet is to 

mies, and pray for zigge hare persones. an bidde uor ham / and do ham 

guod yef hy habbef nyede and f ou hit mi3[t] do. Vor f us 

he hit hat ine his spelle. Jjawne ssolle we onlepiliche 

hatye f e zewnes / and louie f e zaules. fet byef ymad 
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to fe anliknesse of oure lorde. Alsuo ase a leme of ^e 

bodye / louej) and uorberf an oJ>er. yef o leme blechej) wo «re »u one 

an ofer be cas. J>e ofer na3t him awrecj) f eruore. We body in chrut 

bye^ al o body ine lesu crist / ase z&yp ^e aposteL and 

feruore we ssoUe ech louye ojjer / and na3t hatie / ne 

harmi mid wrong / on / J>e ojjer. Huo fat o])erlaker whow hateth an. 

othor is a mur* 

dej> : he is mansla3te / and hiTTirzelue damnejy ase zay^ derer. 
fe wrytinge. Zuych can zigge his pater noster : him 
were betere f et he were stille. uor he let his domes- 
man : ayens him. 

Ine fise bene fet we doJ> to gode. we him bezechef in thu potiuon 
one yef^ of J>e holy gost / ])et is y-cleped / J>e yeffe / thegiftofknow- 
of connynge. J>et make]) Jane man ine J)03te and uol of ^*** 
wytte. bes cost him sseweb huet he is. and ine huet ^^•"^y «?»»» 

•^ ' ^ ' MM what he it, 

peril he is. and huannes he comJ>. and huyder he gef. «»d in what perU 

and J>et he def . and fe misdede fet he hej> ydo. and 

hou moche / he hej) hyer ywonne. and hou moche he 

ssel. And huanne he yziat bet he ne heb huermide and seeing ws 

own imperfeo- 

endy : panne him def f es gost wepe / and grede merci uon», lie asks 

to god / and zigge. * Lhord / uoryef me mine dettes. 

fet byef myne zewnen. Vor ich am mochel ine dette 

ayen J>e / and uor J>e queades f et ich habbe ydo. and 

uor fe guodes pet ich habbe uoryete / and ylete to done. 

bet ich myite / and ssolde habbe ydo. And uor bo »»* forgiyenew 

r J') I J r for hie great tint 

guodes J>et fou me hest ydo. and J>ine greate guod- 

nesses fet ich habbe eche daye onderuonge / huyche 

ich habbe kueadliche yvzed / and J>e kueadliche 

yserued. And J>eruore lhord ich ne habbe huer-of 

maki f e yeldinge : uoryef me f et ich fe sseL' Huanne when he knowt 

pea gost him hej> zuo aly3t / f et he knauf his defautes : 

and banne him deb keste out of be herte alle wrebe / hecaau outiii- 

wiUftomhia 

and alle hate / and al to uoryeue his euele ywyl / yef heart, 
jH3r is em. and yef per ne is : he is ine wyUe and ine ^dthenisheaWe 
porpos uor to uoryeuene mid herte / yef me him misdej). ^^;'^^®'^* 
And p&nne may he zigge wel. ' Vayre uader uoryef ous °**f?®*^^''^^® 
oure misdedes/ase we doJ> to ham : Jjet ous habbej> misdo.* wronged u».*' 
S« 
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116 LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION. 



The 6th petiUon J?E ZIXTE BENE OF JjE HOLY PATi?« N0STJ5:i?. 

of the Pater 

Noeter. Et Tie no8 inducos in temptacionem. f e ybernde : 

Into temptation." ^^T dret. and J>e ilke )>et oferhuyl yualle is in-to zewne. 
dreaS^the Are, liuawne J>e zewne hi?n is uory[e]ue: he is ))e more milde : 

and fe more dreduol / and J>e more he hej? grater drede 
■o the iinner who of uondiwge. Jjcruore bit he hier to huam god his mis- 
afraid of fiaiing dedes iioryefj) / fet he hine loky nram ayen-uallinge. 

Et ne 7108 inducos in temptacionem. J>et is to zigge. 

* Vayre zuete uader / ne led ous na3t in-to uondinge.* J)e 
The devil Is the dyeuel Is f e uondere. vor hit is his creft / huer-of he 

tempter, » i t i 

seruej) me godes house / uor to proui J>e newe kny^tes. 

and yef f e uondinge nere guod and uremuol to guode / 

god J)et al make]) uor oure guode / nolde na3t f olye fet 

but when he beat- hi come. Ac ase zayjj sant bernard. huawne J>e uondere 

eth our backs, i i . *. -i •. 

he la makinv our OUS knokef ope j>sLne reg : he ous ssepj) oure corounes 
rZnled"^ of blisse. Ase fe ilke fet ope fe regge of fe guode 

ImUln^^^nd beat- ^^73^ / ^^^^ *^^ ^^^^ / ^™ ^^^P* ^^ ^^^ • *^^ ^^ 

Th T*"ii*^ri***'^* ^^^^®- J'® dyeuel ferto propreliche uondef fane man : 

draw man from fet he hine myjte wyj)-dra3e uram J>e loue of god. 

Jjeruore bit sainte pawdl his deciples / j>et hi by yzet 

ase tours, yroted ase trawes : in loue. zuo fet non 

uondinge hi7n ne mo3e refye / ne rocky. Jjeruore ine 

f Fol. S5> b.j 

In this petition pisQ bezechinge we acsef help of gode ine oure batayle / 

otdt^ owi^ue. ^^^ f® y®^® of pite. fet is a grace fet bedeawej? fe 

as well as the gift Y^^^te and make J) his zuete and reufeuol. and makef 

his al become grene / and berf yno3 frut of guode 

workes wyf-oute and wyjj-inne erfe / strengfi his roten 

ine f e ev\>e of libbende. fet is ase J>et guode mortyer / 

huer-of me makef J>e guode walles sarzineys )>et me ne 

may na3t breke / ne mid pic / ne mid mongenol. 

We say, " Sweet Jjawue huawue we ziggef. et ne nos indiicaa in tempt- 

Father, make our . ,x.i. , -rr » j/i_ 

hearto fast, so aciwi^m. fct 18 to zigge. * Vayre zuete uader / make oure 
ation"may^hike herten ueste / an stedeuest / f et hi ne ssake uor none 
wrdo'notpray uondynge \>et to hare comf.' We ne byddef na3t / fet 
not to be tempted, ^^ j^^ gg^^g ^y uouded : Vor Jjet were a fole bezech- 
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iuge / and ssamuoL Ase pQ zone of a guod man pet 
ssel by a newe kny3t him bezekj?. * Leue uader ich fe 
bidde pet pou me loki f et ich ne guo neuremo : ne to 
ioustes / ne to tomemens.* We wyUep wel bet we by bat we derfre to 

_ _ , .^ . . , be tempted, for 

yuonded. vor hit is oure ureme ine uele maneres. nor that is our profit. 

we hjep pe more ymylded / and pe dreduoller / and J>e 

more wys ine alle f inges. and pe more worj / an pe 

more asayd. Vor ase zayf' Salomon. Ze J>et ne hef fise 

uondinges : he ne may nobing wel cotme. bote ase me ibrothemiMwe 

// t . . -r^ 1 can know nothing 

kan pe batayle of troye / be hyere-zigginge. Vor he ne oftheeetruia, 
may him-zelue yknawe / ne him uestni ine be strengbe nor learn how to 

n\ . ,1 1 ,11 11 1 . '^rtHy oumlvee 

of his uye;7des / ne hare sotylhede. and hou god is against the fiend. 

trewe to pe nyede / his uryend nor to helpe. ne of hou 

uele zennes / ne of hou uele perils / he hef pe ofte 

yloked. and uor alle fise skeles / he ne ssel na^t arijt 

conne god louie / ne hi?7i fonki of his guode. Ac we 

him bidde]) fet he loky oure herten / f et hi ne guo in- we entreat ood 

to uondynge / Jjet is f et lii ne cowsenti. Vor al fet is may not oonaent 

of ous : we byej) zuo poure / and zuo fyeble / fet we 

ne mo3e na^t ane time of pe daye folye pe asaylinges 

of pe dyeule : wyf-oute pe help of oure Ihorde. And 

huawne he ous fayleb : we guob ber-in. Huawne he when He heipeth 

, , ut then we fight 

ous helpf : we wyfstondef. and we uy3tejj / and we and overcome, 
ouercomef. And feruore we ziggef . * Lyeue uader ne 
led ous na^t in-to uopdinge. fet is ne ))ole na^t / pet we 
go in-to coTisentinge.* 

bB ZEUENDE BENE OP \)E HOLY PA.TEB NOSTlffi. TheTthpeUUon 

of the Pater 

Sed libera nos a rmdo / amen, Saynt austin zayj). Jf^it'deiiverui 
fet pe o))re vices ous makef of er pe kueade to done : ^^^^ «^^" 
ojier pe guodes lete to done. Ac al fet me hef ydo. ^"*^*^'^" 
and alio pe yef ])es fet he hef yporchaced : prede is ine pride seeks to de. 
wille to destrue / and to benime. An feruore h[u]awne 
god hep y-yeue to man fet he him hef ybede ine f ise 
zeue benes beuore yzed. fane uerst hit is nyed uorzofe : 
fet he him delyuri of pe kueade / and of his aspiinges. ''i*®"^^™ '^e *^ 
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GodtodeUverus And feruore comb alast J>is bene / ase J>e efter-warde / 

fjron dvU> 

f et zayj? f ous. Sed libera nos a malo, amen, f et is to 
We entreat to be zigge : 'Lyeue uader deliure o[u]s of \q kueade. fet is to 
the devu and his zigge : of J>e dy[e]uele. and of his sle^ fes. ])et we ne lyese 
• eig ts. ^ prede / fe guodes : fet fou ous hest y-yeue.' Inne 

We pray for the f ise bene we him biddej> / J>et he ous yeue J>e yeffe / of 
that we may be diedo. huer-by we ssolle by delyured of J>e kueade / and 

doUvered from all ^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ -^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ j ^^^ ^^ ^^ 

[FoL 86. a.] pmls ine fise wordle : and ine J>e ofre. Amen. 

Nou hest fou y-herd f e notes / fet me kan noty ope 
fise zonge J>et god made, fet is fet pater noster. Nou 
loke J>et fou hit conne wel zinge ine fine herte. Vor 
grat guod J>e ssel beualle : yef ))ou zuo dest. 

The seven BllU hg ZEUE YEFbES OF bs HOLY GOST. 

of the Holy 

ft*bS*oveth us to Efter J>e zeue benes fet byej? y-contyened ine holi 

speak with rever- pater Hostcr : OUS be-houeJ> to spekene mid greate reuer- 

gifis. ence / of zuo heje matiere / ase of f e zeuen holy yef))es 

of f e holy gost / ase he himzelf ous ssel teche. And 

1. We shall say uerst we wylleb zigge: huyche byeb be yefbes. Efter- 

what are the gifts, t •% r i ^ • i t i/i». 

2. why they are Ward h[uJeruore hi byej) y-cleped / yeipe. and huereuore 
~wS*^ftsofthe yeffe of fe holi gost. Efterward hueruore ])er byeJ? 
?^Sh^seven, and zeueu / ue mo / ue les. and efterward of J>e guodes fet hi 
neither more nor ^^g ^^j, Wono is and cortayzie / fet h[u]aMne man is 
6. what good they n^he / and worf i / and noble / and comf to his spouse / 

and he hise loue]; mid al his herte and hire breng]; of 
A biissfai bridal his ioiax. Ysaie be profete yzej ine goste be ilke blis- 

wasmadeinthe '^ ^ J 7 ^ r 

womb of Maiy uolle bredalo / bet wes ymad ine be wombe of be blisfolle 

when God's Son , . f, , i i , 

espoused our flesh mayde mane / huanne godes zone nom / and spousede 
*" "^ oure zoster and oure uless. oure manhode / and oure 

Many fair gifu keude. Yef we telleb be ioiax and be uayre yefbes bet 

He brought to his , , ., ,. , , /. / /. 

spouse. he brojte mid him uor to yeue to his spouse / and to 

his eldringes / and zayde f ous J>e zuete profete wel 

corteisliche. * Of J>e rote of iesse ssel guo out a yerd / 

Christ was the j,et ssel bete J>et flour of nazare)).* fet is to zigge : ])et 

"«•»». flour / of flours. Vor nazarej) : is asemoche worf / ase 
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flour /and grace, ose moche ase cos. and ope pet flour : 
him ssel resti pe holi gost. fe gost of wysdome : and of 
onderstondinga J>e goSt of strengfe : and of uirtue. J)e 
gost of wytte : and of pite. f e gost of godes drede. f ise 
byeb be graces huer-of he wes al uol / nram be time bet From His Wrth 

/ , . . , ^1 , HewMlWlofaU 

he wes onderuonge m-to fe wombe of Jus moder. ase J>e gnwM, 

greate ze is uol of wetere / and welle of aUe weteres / of water. 

zuete / an zalte. huer-of hi weteref al J>e wordle. Alsuo 

wes he ase zayj? sayn Ion / zuo uol of grace and of 

zojje / J>et of his uolhede : we nimej> aL Jjise zeue And we partake of 

gostes / and fise zeue yeffes we onderuougef al / mid we receive theee 

J>e holy cmtninge. Ac ase J>e graces bodiliche fet god hoij chrutening. 

yeff to J>e childe / ine wytte / ine guodnesse / and ine 

strengf e / and ine ofre graces fet he yeff to his wylle. 

to echin he him ssewef litel / and KteL ase pet child ^' *"* *° * ^®" 

wext / and com]? uorf. Alsuo is he in his graces gost- 

liche be fan pet ech profitef ine guode / and agroyfej) 

his herte / and him yefb to gode : be ban bet god him *»o*inCTf«ta« 

' J r n r r o more and more in 

yefj) more / and more of grace. And J>et ssewej) ])is **»«" ^J*® ^^ 

yefpe be worke/ }>e on : ine pe on. and pe oJ>er / ine pe 

ofer. ase hit lykef pe holy gost / fet his todelf to his 

wille. ase zaynte paul zayf. Jjawne ine ous beginnej? Theee grace* be- 

f ise graces ase J>e mrtues ine I03. and ssewef an he3. high. 

And fet is of drede. Jja/me ine wysdome. Vor drede 

is bepfinninge of wysdom. ase zayb dauid. Ac ine him v«»r\a thebegin- 

o ^ J Jr ning of wisdom. 

weren echedaye alle pe graces / and alle pe utrtues wel 

uoUiche wyjH)ute enie mesure. and feruore his zet pe CFoL 86. bj 

profete dounward / ech yeffe be pe ordre of hare ding- 

nete. Alsuo ase zeue benes byej> yzet beuore be J>e 

ordre of hare dingnetes. pe he3este beuore. and pe lo3este 

eftcT-ward. 

HUERUORE HI BYBJ) Y-CLEPED YEFJJES. Why they are 

called gifts. 



Jjise graces byej) yhote yeff es uor f ri skeles. Verst ^- These e 
uor hare dingnet^ and hare worf. yef me yeff ine J>e for their dignity 
kinges cort ane robe to ane childe / ofer ane poure 



/^ 
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manne : ane dissuol of pesen / fet ne is no f ing J>et by 

worfi to by ycleped yeffe of kyng. Jjeruore saynt 

iacob clepef alle Je ofre guodes fet god yeff / and tim- 

Au other gifts are liche / and gostliche. nau^t yef bes : ac y-yeue. bet by 

changing and 

going. cbonginde / and guoinde. Ac fise graces he clepej) 

These graces are 

girentousbyOod ycfbes uolueld. VoT he his ne yefb to nonen : bet he 

ne yeff hi?;i-zelue. })e ofer scele is / uor \>et J>e ofre 

«. other graces gmces / and pB ojjie guodes he ous lenf uor to usy ire 

totwriifo. b*ut** >i8e liue- Ac fise byef yef|)es ari3t wyJ)-oute wyfnym- 

r^iOn^with m1 y^g® / ^^^ wyjj-oute lero. Vor huanne J>e ofre ssolle 

fayli / fise ssolle ous bleue. Jjanne byef hi zuo propre- 

liche oure : pet we his ne moje na3t lyese wylle we 

8.TbcyaregiTcn nolle we. aso we mo^e J>e ofre. Jje fridde scele and fe 

bj loVe* 

he^este is. uor J>er byef yeffes clenliche be loue. and fou 

wost wel fet yeffe lyest ])ane name of yeffe : huanne 

hit ne is na3t y-yeue clenliche be loue. Vor huawne J>e 

A girt becomes ycuere hej> zi^fe to his ojene prou : J>et ne is no yef)>e : 

chaffer when the ■ • i -r-r i 

girer has an eye ac lajjre IS chapuare. Huawne he yzy^J? guodnesse 

to his own profit. , , , • / . . i». / i -x • 

onderuonge / oJ>er seruice / ]>et ne is no yef J>e / ac hit is 
rajjre dette y-yolde. Ac hua/ine pe yeffe coraJ> p?'opre- 

toeweu ofioT^™ ^^^^® *^^ clenliche * of pe welle of loue wif-oute prou. 

without reward, wyf -outc ycffe. wyjjoute dicde. wyf-oute enie dette : 
Jjanne is hit ari3t ycleped / yef))e. Huerof pe filosofe 
zayp. ])et yef))e / is yeuynge : wy])oute ayen-yef|>e. ])et 
is wy[))]-oute onderstondinge of ayenyef)>e. ac wyfoute 

Ood gives OS His moTc : uor to zechc loue. Ine zuyche manere cod yefb 

gifts for the lore '' o J r 

He hath to us. . ous his yef fcs clciiliche / uor pe loue J>et he hef to ous / 
and uor to gaderi oure herten. and oure loue. and uor 
fise scele : propreliche hi byef y-cleped / yeffes. 

Why they are HUERUORE HI BYfib Y-OLEPED YEPbE OF bE HOLY G08T. 

called gifts of the ^ '' ' 

Holy Ghost ^^ hueruore hi bye J? y-cleped / yefpe of pe holy 

Lr***^!!© th°^*** gost : p&nne^ yefj?e of pe uader/ and of pe zone, uor alle 
wtadom to al? *' ^^^ dedes / and hire ycffes byej? co?/imun. (?) J)er-to 
g^^^tothc ^y^J^ tuaye sceles. J5e one. uor J>an fet aSe workes of 
Holy Ghost. my3te / byej? appropred to pe uader. and pe workes of 
* MS. chenliche ' more \>anne ? 
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wysdom / to J>e zone : alsuo fe workes of guodnesse : to 

J>e holy gost. vor^ guodnesse is / ase zayf sanyt denys / [• ms. «w] 

to lere him-zelue. Vor yef a man yeff fet him na3t ne 

costnej) : pet ne is najt grat guodnesse. Ac nor J>e 

holy gost. be fyse zeue yef]>es / spret him-zelue ine oure These giru spread 

herten / ase zayj? zainte paul / ase be zeue streames. bj wTen strvama. 

feruore hi byej) propreliche y-cleped yeffes of j>e holy 

gost. Vor he is be welle. hy byeb be streames. And The Holy ohoetia 

° , . / J J r r the well, the gifla 

J>e ofer scele is / uor Jjet J>e holy gost is propreliche J>e "« the •treama. 
loue / bet is betuene be uader / and be zone, and beruore »» the love be- 

; ^ . / *'^**" ^* Father 

pet loue is pe propre / and pe uerste / and pe hejeste and son. 

yeffe : J>et man may yeue / fet ari3t yeff. and ine Jiise eatofaiigifia. 
yef fe : me yef f / alle pe oJ>re. and wyfoute piaeu : non 

ober yefbe ne is naat arijt y-nemned yefbe. beruore is The HoIj ohoat 

la jfift and giver. 

ari3t pe holy gost propreliche / yeffe / and yeuere. Vor forhegivethand 
he him yefj) : and is y-yeue. Ine echen of }>ise zeuen [FoL sr. a.] 
fet he yeff uor to cowfermi oure loue to his / fet hi 
by fenient / and guod / and zof e / and clene. 

HUERUORE IS MAN Y-BOR3E. 

Vor tuo binges is be man ybone. be be be-uliynge why man is 

saved. 

of kueade : and do J>et guode. j)et kueade beuly / and i. By eschewing 
hatie : ous def pe jefpe of drede. j)e ofre zix dof ous i. By doing good. 
pe guodes to done, pe jeipe of drede ia pe doreward caiwes mu> flee 
to pe greate freste. J>et is to zigge : to pe greate freap- JSrothlrsixguu 
ninge of godes dom / and of pe pine of helle. fet is J^J* «• to do 
echedaye / aredy and arise, fet is pe wayte of pe 
castele / fet neure ne slepf. fet is pe wyed hoc of pe JJ^thfdoor-******* 
gardine fet uordef al fet kueade gers. j)et is pe hor- ^"^'^jjof the 
dyer f et lokej) pe herte / and alle pe 'guodes J>et byej> casUe. 
ferinne. \)e ofre zix yeffes / ous makef pe guodes to the garden, 
done. 

Nou sselt bou ywyte / fet ase pe bri3[t]nes8e of pe The sun gives 

light to the world, 

zonne bet bou izixt yefb lilt to be wordle and mrtue / and virtue and 
and strengfe to alle pe finges fet wexef and comef to things in it; 
pe wordle. alsuo dej> pe holy gost fet ali3t in heuene ohost gives light 



y 
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to thoM who are and ine erj>e alle fo fet byef in grace / and men / and 

There are three angles. And al alsuo ase ine heuene / he)> fri stages 

wiJiT. ^ of uolke / ase zayt saynt denys. huer-of J>e on is 

G<S*Me imThw l^e3ere. \>e ofer men. J>e fridde lowest. J>e hejeste / byej) 

ase Jjo / pet byej? of pe kinges consayle. Jjise byej> 

alneway mid god fe nixte fanne pe ofre / and yzyef 

2. The middle and yheref / and him : and his pnnites. J)e men 

barons and [midliste] / bye J) ase J)e barouns / and J>e baylifs pet 

gouemej) and wytyej? J>e kingriche / and guoj? / an 

comej). and lyemie)) of pan of J>e consayle. an pet hi 

' IwdeluBirtoen?- ^^^f *^^ makcji hit do ofren. pe lo3este / byef ase 

•nt*)- sergons and po }>et byej? ine office / and habbef pe 

mestyeres / and doj? pe offices / and pe messages ase 

So are there three me ham zay b. In bo manere / and in bo uorbysne heb 

states of God's . . « i ▼▼ • i ^ t 

sons on earth. he pTi statcs of godcs zonc uic GTpe. Huiche ^e holy 

gost / let / and conduej? / ase zay)) sainte paueL J)e on 

1. Those who lire stat is of ban / bet byeb ine be wordle and libbeb be 

by God's beheeU. ^ , ,,,.,/ , , ^, 

godes hestes. and be fet hi leuef / and yhyeref of hyxe 

1 Those who oucHyngcs. pe ojjer stat is of pe stedeueste / Jjet of al 

In hearen and habbcj) pe horten out of pe wordle / ])et ysyef god ase 

earth. mocho ase me may ine J)ise lyne. and habbef hire con- 

uersacion ine heuene / and pe bodyes ine erfe. and pe 

goJeni th»i- hertcn mid god. pe fridde hjep ine pe middel stat / 

by G^b^SS f®^ gouemef . wel / ofer ham / ofer ofre. and libbej» 

be pe hestes of god. Jjise fri maneres tekf pe holy 

gost / and let / and gouemef / be f ise zix yeffes. and 

ham to-del]) Jjise graces to echen to his wylle ase zayj> 

^**^Sfto^' fe apostel. pe tuo uerste of Jjise zix yeffes / belongej) 

(knowledge and to fan / J)et bycf of pe uerste stat. pe yeffe of con- 

beiong to those of nynge : ham tek)). And pe yef))e of pit^ : makef ham 

The two middle to biddc. pe tiio midlcste / belo7?geb to ham of be 

ones (counsel and . , - , o. /» i i 

strenirth) belong middel stat pe yefbe of red : ham gouemeb. And pe 

to those of the «./» i ^ it^ i . i 

second stage. ycfpe of strengfe .* uoluelj) pe nyedcs. pe tno laste / 

(understondirik belongcJ) to ham of pe he3este stat. pe yefjje of onder- 

long to those of stondingc : his aly^t. pe yeffe of wysdom / hise makej> 

stedeuest / and his co7iieTmep / and ioynej) to god. An 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



BELIEF, HOPE, CHARITY. 123 

oJ)er skele per is / hueruore per byef zeuen. Vor Jje 

holy gost be bise zeue yef bes : bestrepb be zeue zewnes The wren girta 

uram pe nerte. and plontej) / and nonssej) zeue uirtnes seven Bins from 

con[t]raries / pet makef man stedeuestliche yblyssed. [Foi. 37. b.] 

J)ise byef fe guodes / fet fe holy gost makef ine herte 

huer he descendeb be bise zeue yefbes. Ac erban ich i win now 8pe*k 

' ' " ' ' of seven other 

decendi to be utrtues bet byeb cowFtlraries to be zeue vinuea. whereof 

. ■'^ ^ "^ '^ . / three aregodly 

zewnes : ich pe wylle speke ssortliche / of zeue of re and four cardinal, 
uirtues. huer-of pe fri byef yclieped* : godliche. and 
pe uour hjep y-cleped cardinals. 

Of bs bRI UERSTB U/irrUES. Of the three first 

^ ^ virtues. 

pe pn uerste clepef saynte paul : beleaue. hope. BeUef. hope, and 
and charite. and byef ycleped / godliche. Vor fet hi godiy. they direct 
ordaynef hare herten to god. Beleaue / ase z&jp saynt By beUef weao- 
austin : ous zet onder god. and hi c as dejj beknawe / '^^ 
and to byknawe. to pe Ihorde / of huam we healdej) al 
fet we habbejj. of guode. Hope : zayjj. hi ous areref Hope raises us to 
to god / and ous make]) Strang / and hardi / uor to on- 
demime uor him fet hi fet pacef ui'rtue of man. 
Charity. Jjis zayf. hi ous ioynef to god. Vor charity ne charity joineth us 
is ojjer p\ng bote dyere oninge. uor hi deJj of pe herte 
and of god : al on. ase zayf saynyte Pol. Beleaue / 
y-zi3t ine gode pe hejeste zojjnesse. Hope, cuerlyche 
hejnesse. and ouerliche magest^. Charity, ouerliche For three things 

'' ^ one loveth a man. 

guodnesse. bise bri uiVtues byeb to-deld be bri degres 1. Having heard 

« , ,r . . 1 /^ some great good 

of loue. Vor bn binges me loueb ane man. Ober uor of him. 

2. Having learnt 

fet me he|> y-herd grat guod of him. Ofer uor fet me great good of him. 

onderstant grat guod of him. Opei uor Jjet me hejj on- ceived great good 

deruonge grat guod of him. Jjige fri maneres of loue : 

byef ine Jjise fri utrtues. Loue of beleaue : hyerjj ine 

dede. Loue of hope : ueljj Jjane smel / and zekp. Loue '^^^^^^^^ 

of charity : nimp. and zikf. and zuel^Jj / and halt. *J^ three vir- 

1 MS. ycheped 
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OfthefouroutU- Op \)E UOUR U/JTTUES CARDINALES. 

nal virtues. 

God giveth and ^^ J'® ^^^^ u/rtues cardinalcs spekejj moche fe 

i'hiSd^um^ yealde philosofes. Ac Jje holi gost hise yeff / and 

oid**hUo^ ?er» ^^J' ^ betere an hondredsife. ase zayf Salomon ine fo 

boc of wysdome. Of fise uour u/rtnes f e uetste me 

1. Sleight (Pra- clepef /8le3j)e — . pe ofer temperance, f e f ridde/stirengf e. 

perance. Jjc uerj>e / dom [ri3tuolnesse]. Jjise uour uzrtues byef 

Doom (Justice), y-cleped cardinals, uor fet hi byef hejest amang Jje 

dinaiTirtues. uiHues / huei-of fe yealde lilosofes speke. Vor be 

fise uour u/rtues pe man gouemej) lii?n-zelue ine f ise 

wordle. ase f e apostles gouemef holy cherche be his 

1. Prudence keeps cardinals. Sle^bo : lokeb bane man bet he ne by be 

man fh>m beiug ■'* ' ' *. " 

bepiiied. none 8le3jje of fe kueade y-gyled. Temperance. Jjet 

preserves man he uc by be uouc kuedc louc amerd. Strengfe. fet he 
marred by wicked ne by be tycno. of er be drede. ofer be zor^e : ouercome. 
8. strength bears fise fri hycldejj man ine guod stat auorye hi?7i-zelue. 
sorrow. Dom. hine zet ine ordre and ine ri3t stat a-yens ofre. 

Vor hi yelt to echen al fet his is. J)ise byef f e uour 
These are the four toups ine fe uouT comyeres of fe house of fe guode 
the house of the * manuc / fet makef fet hous ziker and Strang. Sle^fe : 
andstrS^"" ^^^ weref wyf fet yeast be porueynge aye fe perils. 

Temperan[ce] / aye fet zouf . aye fe wykkede hetes. 

Strengf . aye fet norf . aye f e wyckede cheles. lustice. 

ay[e] f e west a-ye f e wyckede raynes. 

Of the office of the Qp Jjg OFFICE OF bfi UOUR U/iTTUES. 

four virtueSb ' ' 

ThJil^foOTVuiwi )5ise uour uirtues habbef diuerse offices / and 

havejurerse mochel ham diuersef ine liire workes / ase zayf an aid 

filosofe fet hette platoun ine his boc fet he made of f e 

uour u/rtues. and hise to-delf wel sotilliche. and zayf. 

Prudence hath fet sle3f e hef f li offices. uor be fise uirtue al fet man 

direct^In^aright def / and zayf / and f engf . al he di3t / and let / and 

wort. aSd'diid, reulef to f e lyne of scele. ne nof ing he nele do : bote 

ri3t and scele. And ine alle his workes he him porueyf 

fet hi by do / by f e ordinance / and by f e wylle of 
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god / Jjet al y-zij|> / and demjj. A grat Ihord ssolde he 
by ase me fingjj / pet Jise onelepi mrtne hedde : and 
be Jjise Jjri finges him gouemede. 

TeMF^AANCE. Tempenuice. 

Jje u/Hue of temperance hejj Jjri offices. Vor herte ''^*^**^'J|^2J^™" 

Jjet Jjise office he|> ne wyle / ne ne wylnef Jjing : pet ^**"« *»®<*^ 

makejj to uorf enche. Ine none Jjinge he ne agelt pe 

la3e to louie zikerliche. and onder him of scele he zet / 

and dret alle Jje couaytises of Jje wordle. \)et is to 

zigge. he fet he|> Jjise u/rtue. he him loki / Jjet he ne itk««piinMifrom 

by amerd be bise bri binges bet be wordle ssent. ase the sin of the 
'^ r r r ^ r r flch. pride of 

zayb saint Ion. zenne of ulesse : and prede of herte. h**^. and the 

covetoiuness of 

conaytise of Jje wordle. the^orid. 

StRENgJJE. strength. 

J)e ui'rtue of strengfe / hef alsuo Jjri offices. Vor ^^^'J^^JIl, 
huo Jjet f ise mVtue hejj : he him a-rere|> an hej a-boue 2e**rihMttf*^^* 
pe perils J?et byej? ine pe wordle. No Jing hi;?* ne dret / ^®'"^**- 
bote vileynie. 

Aduerset^ / and prosperity / he berf / and Jjolef 
wyjK)ute wepinge. ne arijthalf ne alefthalf. Wei ssolde 
he by guod knyjt / j>et ine fise fri finges were wel y- 
proued. J)ise ])ri u/rtues armenf / an ordaynef. and {hiSTf "uitil* of 
agrayj^ef man / ase to fri deles of Jje herte / fet me JJj ^^''^' 
cliepejj * scele. loue. and slrengjje. Prudence / lokef ■^«»»»^ 
fane scele ^ / fet hi ne bi beca3t. Temperance / lokej 
fane loue / f et hi ne by amerd. Strengfe. lokef fet 
wyl : fet hi ne by ouercome. 

R13TUOLNESSE. BIghtftUneM. 

Rijtuolnesse'. makeb bane man ordenehche hbbe Rtehtftunew 

'' ' ' mftkeeinMito 

amang ofren. Vor ase zayf platon. fis is fe u/rtue / »▼« orderfj 
fet makef fet fe man a-yens echen def fet he ssel do. toTieidrererence 
Vor hi yelt reuerence to ham fet byef a-boue. loue to ^^*^ *****^* 



MS. chepe)^ > MS. sclele > MS. pi^tuolnesse. 
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^o^o^«^^«*g*^ ham Jjet byef bezide. grace to ham Jjet byejj benefe. 

ness to those be- Be fise uouT uiHues ydo / is pe man worjji Jjet he by 

gouemour uerst of him-zelue. and efterward of ojjren. 

Ine Jjise uour u«Hues hsim studede Jje yealde filozofes 

Jjet al Jje wordle onworf ede / and uorlete / nor uirtue 

to zeche and wysdom. and Jjeruore hi were y-cleped : 

Ph!io«)phy Big- filosofes. VoT filozof 6 IS ase moche worf : ase loue of 

visdom. wysdome. A. god hou hit ssolde ous ssende and astonie / 

The old phUo«>- hua7ine Jjo pet weren paenes / and wyjj-out laje y- write 

to climb unto the ijet nait ne coiibe of be zobe gi*ace of god / ne of be 

Hill of PerfecUon f,^ r r r o o/ r 

by strength of holy gost : ne wenden. hi cliuen in to be helle of per- 

their own Tlrtae, «.«,., -i-i. . it 

put so-called leccion of uue be strengf e be hire ojene uirtue / and 
■hame. who. bar- ne daynede na^t to loki ope pe wordle. And we Jjet 
Uef. yet wallow In byejj cnstene / and habbet pe zopQ beleaue and conne 
world. ^ pe hestes of god and habbejj pe grace of pe holy gost. 

Yef we yze3e Jjet we mi^te more ine one daye profiti / 
panne hi ne mo3e ine one yere y-hol / we walewejj ase 
Wherefbre saith zuyn hyer bonebe / ine bise wose of bise wordle. beruore 

St Paul, that the , i . 

pagans doing the zayj) sanynte paul / J>et pe payens J>et byejj wyJ)-oute 

law shall Judge us la3e / and dop pe Idi^e. ate daye of dome : hi ssoUe ous 

and do It not deme / pet habbet pe la3e / and na3t hise dop. Ac uor 

pan pet hi ne hedden na^t rijte byleue / ne pane holy 

gost / ne none uertue. ne lyf / ne zope beknawynge : hi 

virtue without ne * moje y-wy te hou moche pet hi weren uayre / uor ase 

dead coal or dead mochc asc per is be-tucue dyad col / and quyk / man 

dyad / and man libbinde : ase moche per is be-tuene 

uirtue pet is wyp-oute charite / pet is pe guodnesse / 

and pe worp / and pet lyf of pe opre uirtues. Huer-of 

The four cardinal savnt austin huanne he specb of bise uour utrtues / he 

virtues are four , . , , , , 

kinds of lotes. his to-delp be uour maneres of loue. and be uour pinges 
pet zop loue makep. J)anne he zayp / pet pe u/rtue of 
lore o?the heJrt prudeucc I \a pe loue of herte. pet wyslyche uorlet / al 
MkMlSt*Iltmay P®** ^^ ""^J ^®^® • ^^^ chyest al pet him may helpe. 
^^ and habbe pet he louep / pet is god. Jje u/rtue of tem- 

abies man to giye peT^nce is pe louB of pe herte / huerby he him yef p y- 
Qod. ^ "" 1 MS. »w 
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holliche and wyfoute corrupcion to f et ha louejj / pet is 

to god. J3e u?Hue of strewgjje / is |>e loue of herte / strength eiubies 

huer-by he Jjolef strongliche alle finges pet moje come / things. 

uor bet he loueb. Justice / is be loue of herte / huer- Justine u the lore 

' ' whereby he svnres 

by he serueb onlepmche and wyb-oute more / to bet he ood and putteth 

1 .. ^ i. • X J i , , / all other things 

louep. pet IS to god. and uor zuo moche dejj onder uot under foot, 
alle of re Jjinges. Jjawne dom zet man / ine his ri3te stat 
Jjet is aboue alle finges / and onder god. Wyf-oute Jjise without these 
uour uiVtues non ne may cliue in-to be helle of perfec- may cumb unto 

TT 1, u i. 1 1. 1 /!-• -Li. ^ theHUlofPerfeo- 

cion. Vor huo fet wyle zuo he^e clyue / him behouef tion. 
ate uerete Jjet he habbe prudence / Jjet him makie to 
onworjji Jje wordle / and strengjje J?ermide / Jet him 
yeue grat herte / of grat Jjing to onderuonge. and uolji. 
Of ojjerhalf Jet he habbe temperance / uor Jet he ne 
by to moche y-charged. and ri^tuolnesse fer-mide / Jet is 
J>e rijte pef. and him ssewy godes riche. ase god dede 
to lacob. ase zayf pe bo& of wysdome. Huo ))et fise whoeo had these 
uour mrtues mi^te zuo habbe / he ssolde by wel p<?r- blessed and per- 
fect / and yblissed ine fise wordle / and more ine pe world, and more 
ojjre. Vor he ssolde by ine payse of herte. and ine 
blisse gostlych / najt ne sso[l]de him faily / ac wexe ine 
god j>et he ssolde habbe ine hiwj / ine huam he him 
ssolde lyky. 

Nou we ayen comeb to oure kende. and bidde we Let us pray the 

•^ ' • Holy Ghost to 

mid al oure herte / fane holy gost / f et tekf pe hertes. teach and show us 
bet he by oure auocat / and ous teche to sseawy hou he gifts, strippeth 

the seren sins 

be fise zeue yefpes : bestrepef pe zeue zennes of oiire from our hearts, 
herten. and he zette / and norissy pe zeue uertues. 

Of J3B yefJje op drede. ^^'^'^^ 

pe jefpe of dretle : is pe uerste / of pe yeffes. fet '^^^^^ 
kest out alle pe zennes of J>e herte. ase we habbef yzed the sins from the 
beuore wel proprcliche. He bestrepb be rote of prede. it strippeth the 

'^ '■^ . root of pride, and 

and zet in his stede : be mrtue of mildenesse. Nou setteth in its stead 

' IFoI. 89. a.] 

loke and onderstand wel hou. pe zene^ere fet slepf ine the virtue of 
dvadliche zewne / is ase be ribaud and dronke / bet heb The sinner is like 

^ ' '^ ' '^ ' the drunkard. 
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who knows not al uorlore in fe taueme / and is zno naked and zuo 

his nakedness and 11. 

porertj. poure : Jjet he ne nejj na3t. ac najt he hit ne uel}) ne 

playnejj. Ac he wenjj by a wel grat Ihord. 

Ac Jjanne he hej) y-slepe / and com}) to hiw-zelue : 

fawne he yueljj his kuead / and knaujj his folye / and 

The first good that him playnef of his harm. J3et is pet uerste guod jjet 

doth to the sinner J)e holy gost dcf to Jjc zene3ere / huanne he him uisitej). 

his senses. Voi he hi7n yelt his wyttes / and his onderstondinge / 

•o that he may ^nd him brengj) ayen to him-zelue. zuo Jjet he hitn 

^ wTei^^ * knaujj / and hitn reuertejj hnet guodes ne hejj uerlore / 

and how waste- ^^^ ^^^ buet pouert^ he is y-ualle be his zenne. ase 

sSuLd*ered his ^^^^ f® guode mannes zone f et his eritage wastede and 

heritage. dispewlede ine ribaudie and leuede lecherusliche / 

alhuet him behouede to loki zuyn. ase oure Ihord ous 

makef fise uorbysne ine his spelle. Atenende ]je 

zenejeres * ase zayjj Salomon is ase Jje ilke Jjet slepj 

amide Jje ze / and pet ssip spilj) / and he najt hit ne 

The sinner Is as nelf / ne none drede ne hejj. Ac huanne pe holy gost 

irons and fettera. hi77i awakejj : famine yuelj) he and zi3}) his peril / and 

guarded, as was begin}) to habbe drede of him-zelue. And yet eft jje 

St Peter in . t. m t. i. • • • • j 

Herod's prison. zene3ere IS ase pe like }?et is ine pnsone in ysnes and 
The wretch ine ueteres / and ine greate lokinge / ase wes saynte 

thinltethnotof . • i 1 . i . 11 . . 

the gibbet, but peter inc herrodes pnsone. and pe \^'Techche ne pengp 
dreameth that he of him fct hinc halt : HC of pe gibet }?et him abit. ac 
and weddings. slcp}) aiid met }?et ha ge}) to festes and to bredales. Ac 
as the angel that p^ grace of pe holy gost is ase pe angle fet awakede 
and deiiverwi him zaynte petrcn / and hirn deliurede of pe hand of herrode. 
Herod, for he ^^^ ^^ awakcf })ane zene3ere / and him deliure}) of pe 
S^^dddivera ^*^^ ^^ P^ dyeule. Ateende^ pe zene3ere is ase pe ilke 
J^eToVth?* P®^ ^^^f ^y s^-rang / an hoi / and he he{> })ane dyaf 
Se sinner ween- ondcT his clo})es. Vor he hef pe kuede humours and 
yith^hath^'th coTTuptes ine pe bodye / huer-of he ssel sterue wyf-inne 
under hu clothes, ^j^q mon}?e. and he wenf libbe yet uourti yer / ase 
zay}? elyuans ine uers of pe dyaf e. Do away pe scoffes 
The Holy Ghost and be scomes. uor zuich me wrikb onder his clobes 

is the good physl- ' "^ 

cian. f et wen}? by Strang and hoi. Ac pe holi gost is pe guode 

» zencyre ? « Atmende ? 
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leche / fet amaystre|> his ziknesse / and chongef his that mastere the 
humours, and him yef> zuych a byter medecine : pet ^tSh^^wch 
him helj). and hi7n yef> Jjet lif. Alsuo troblejj cure fi^^'^Sh"* 
Ihord pe herte pet he wyle hele. ase zayj) dauij) in pe "»<*^^e'h 
sautere. and him wyb-nvmb* / and deb him come aven Our Lord troubles 

^r »/ i- / r J the heart that 

him-zelue to knawe / ase he dede adam: oure uerste hewuiheai. 
uader efber pe z&nne fo he him hedde / ama^ig pe trawcs 
of paradys. Hueruore he him zede : *adam huer art bou?' 

'^ Three question! 

J)ri oJ)re acsiwgges made he be enne of his angles to Jje "ked the an^ei 

fierne [of] saynt abraham / jjet hette agar fo hi ulea3 uram the iied from her 

harelheuedi. Agarhezayde/'huannescomstfou, Huyder i. whenie oomest 

gestfou. Huetdestfou?' j5ise|>riacsingesmakeJ)Jjeholy ^^hJ*"'^'' 

gost to pe zene3ere huanne he awakejj and arerej) and him Si^a?** **°^ 

openej) pe e^en of pe herte. and him yelt his wyttes and ThSe^uiree^'"^ 

his onderstondinge. * Huer art bou 1 ' zayb he : bet is to <i»«8^o»" ^« 

° ' '^J^ r Holy Ghost puU 

zigge : *Yzi2* wrechche inehuiche zones / and ine huiche ^ ^^ ■"«»««' 

. -^ . ' ' when he awoketh 

penis bou art in bise wordle. Vor bou art ase be ilke wm and openeth 

his eyes. 

fet slepf ine pe ssipe / J)et is yspild / and na^t hit not "Look," hesayn, 
ne onderstant his periL* * Huawnes comst Jjou] * J>et is to thwilirt "^^ 
zigge : ' Loke wrechche bi lif ca* ameres / uor bou comst ]f^^ '^'^ see how 

^'^ * I ' thoucomest from 

uram pe taueme of pe dyeule / huer Jjou hest / Ji lif **»« *ie^'i^'» 

y-wasted / and y-lore Jine time / and alle Jje guodes 

J)et god Jje hedde y-yeue.* *Huet dest JjouT jjet is to seehowbriuie 

zigge : *Ysy hou po\i art fyeble / and brotel / and a- widfeebie 

uorye fet body / and a-uorye pe zaule. fou wenst by ^^ ^ow thy 

hoi / and Strang, ac par auentwre Jou hest pe humours J^^ ^C to" 

ine pe bodye Jjet pe ssolle lede to Jje dyajje. And ine ^^^ 

pe zaule f ou hest kueade J)eawes / fet pe ssolle lede to 

Jje dyajje of helle : bote pe grace of god : pe ne werie.* loo^ ^^d under- 

Efterward. * huider gest fou V fet is to zigge / * wrechche »**"<* ^^^ '^o" 

bench / and loke / and onderstand / bet bou gest to be and shait iwi 

, , 1, . / / .. f 1 , into the hand 

dyajje. ojjer J)ou sselt ualle me pe hand of herrodes / ofthedevu. 
fet is Jje dyeuel / and to his mayn^.' And J)eruore zayf . 
pe guode man. * Man may longe his lyues wene / and Man thinks his 
ofte him lye3e}) his wrench, ase uayr weder went in-to but ooen is he^' 
1 wy\>-nyn^ in MS. « So in MS. > ta in MS. deceived. 

9 
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HOW MEEKNESS GROWS IN THE HEART. 



AU BhaU drink 
of death's drink. 



wherefore repent 
thee, ere thou 
fall from thy 
bench. 

Thou goest into 
hell where is fire, 
brimstone, and a 
thoosand ever- 
lasting pains. 



These four 
questions are 
like four strokes 
of thunder, that 
astound and 
terrify the 
sinner. 



How mildness 
waxeth in the 
heart. 
The four 
thoughts above 
mentioned strip 
the garden of 
the heart of the 
four roots 
of pride. 
These roots are 
the four horns 
that God showed 
to Zechariah the 
prophet. 

The four smiths 
are the four afore- 
said thoughts. 



When man 
thinketh 
he Cometh, and 
understandeth 
and knoweth the 
poverty and vile- 
ness of his birth, 
CFoL 40. a.] 



then the grace of 
God enables him 
to feel his own 
unworthiness. 



rene / and uerliche makej his blench. Jjer ne is nojjer 
king ne knene / Jjet ne ssel diinke of deajjes drench, 
man Jeruore Jje bef ench / er f ou ualle of Jji bench / fi 
zenne aquench.' Jjou gest to J>e dome / huer fou sselt 
ninde : Jjane domes man zuo steme / and zuo stout / an 
zuo strayt / an zuo mi^tuoL fou gest in-to helle / huer 
Jjou sselt yuinde : ver. and bemston. and a }>ousond 
pinen / fet neure ne endef fe uor to pinL And poua 
dej) fe holy gost to pe zenejere / Jje e^en openi and [he] 
yzyp a-boue / and benejje / and beuore / and be-hynde. 
Jjise byef uour strokes of fondre / pet astonef Jjane 
zene3ere / and makef ssake / and habbe dredo. And 
Jjise uour to zi3jje / byejj pe uour smale roten of pe rote 
of mildenesse. J)et f e yef)je of drede zet ine pe herte of 
pe zene3ere huanne god him uisitef . 

HOU MILDENESSE WEXT INE HERTE. 

J)e uour Jjojtes be-uore ysed strepejj of pe gardine of 
Jje herte / pe uour rotin of prede J)et pev byejj. huer-of 
Jje proude wenjj / of azemoche ase can habbe. ojjer 
azemoche he is of mi^te. ojer azemoche ase he can 
conne. ojjer ase moche ase can by wor|>. pise hjep pe 
uour homes. J)et is to zigge : Jje uour comardyes fet 
amerrejj Jjo contraye / fet god ssewede to zakarie Jje 
prc>fete. Ac Jje uour smifes Jjet he him ssewede efter- 
ward / J)et comen efber pe uour homes to uelle : byef 
pe uour Jjo^tes be-uore yzed. Vor huawne Jje man fengj) 
huannes he comJ> / and onderstant and knauf his 
pourehede / Jje vilhode / Jje brotelhede of his beringe / 
hou he wes beyete in zewne / and of zuo uoule matere 
y-mad And y-ssape. and ine zuo poure house y-her- 
ber3ed. ine zuo greate pouert6 y-bore. and rafre dyad 
to pe zaule : p&nne ybore to Jje wordle. in huiche 
zoi^es he wes y-norissed. ine huet trauail he hej) 
yleued. hou he hef his time uorlore. and he yn^p 
jjane greate heap of his zennes. and pe guodes fet he 
hej) uorlete to done, panne him def* pe grace of god 
»MS «fo3 
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yuele mid herte : bet he ne is najt worb. Efterward Aiterwards when 

nuaw[nej he pQUgp huor he ys / and 7-213 Jj {>ise wordle / where he la, that 

pet ne is bote an exil and a dezert uol of lyons an of » deaen ftiu'of* 

lipars. a forest uol of fyeues an of calketreppen / and of fo^t^Mi of 

grines. ane ze uol of storm / and of peril, a fomays anhet ^^^^"-'^ 

mid uor of zenne and of zor3e. a ueld of uiyjt huerinne 

hi//i be-houe}) eure to libbe ine werre and wyjte* mid 

dyeulen fet zuo moche byef W}'se / and sotil / and 

Strang. Jjawne him dep pe grace of god yuele to zojje / en^^hJ^?" 

and to aparceiuy his onconnynge / and fet he ne can JJ^w!? *"* 

najt. Ate laste h[u]anne he fengj and onderstant his 

zewnes and his defautes ase he is uol of zennes and ydel 

of alle guode. Jjanne him yef)j Jje holy gost y-uele his 

pourehede / and fet he ne he J) na3t. Efterward huawne 

he y-zi^p be-uore him huiderward he ge|>. and he y- 

zy^Jj fane dyaf to huam non ne may wyjjstonde. he 

yzi3j) his demere god / zuo ri3tuol be huas hand him thonghtofhu 

be-houe|> guo. he y-zi3jj Jje pinen of helle / huiche now shows wm his 

ne may ascapie. Jjawne yef|) him god iuele fet mawnes Thus then if the 

mi3te ne is na3t / and fet he ne may na3t. Hua/me ho '^Jo^g^/. 

y-zi3jj ptmne / and uelj / and onderstant Jet he ne is 

na3t wor|> / Jet he na3t ne he|>. Jjet he na3t ne dej / 

and Jjet he ne dejj na3t / and Jjet he ne may na3t. 

pa,nne beginf he uor to byenne poure of spirit. Ine 

p\ae uour Jjo3tes / byef Jje uour bo3es of pe rote of pe 

xbe tree or roeek" 

trawe of mildenesse. J)is trau is yzet bezide pe welle of ness is set beside 
godes drede. huer-of hit is echedaye y-wetered / ine ood'sfear. 
wyntre : and ine zomere. f et is ine wykkednesse and ine are*Bcven°st«ps ^ 
guodnesse. Nou sselt Jjou conne Jjet ech of Jise zeuen cUm^tT^ 
uirtues. huerof ich onderstonde to spekene of his stapes. ^^^L!J? 
huer-by profitef an cltf|> / and wext ine pe herte. and virtoe groweth 
his dedes / and his guode feauwes / huerby hy hare acypres^ora 
ssewef wyjj-oute. Vor uirtue wext an he3 ase palme / ^^ spreadeth 
oJ)er ase cipres. of er ase cedre. and fanne spret and IJJd*Te°ft!" ^^^^ 
keste his bo3es : an ech half. 

9 • 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



132 



THE STEPS OF MEEKNESS. 



Of the stepB of 
meekneu. 



ThU virtue, hath 
seven steps. 



The first step is 
to know one's 
poverty and 
defects, and to 
feel one's own 
unworthiness 
and vileness. 



Some know their 
faults but do not 
fe^ them. 

The second step 
is to feel and 
bewail one's sins, 
and to endeavour 
to get rid of the 
sorrow and 
sickness. 



The third step of 
meekness is to 
confess and shrive 
and cleanse our 
hearts of sin. 



The fourth step 
is to desire to 
nudce known 
one's un- 
worthiness. 



The fifth step is 
to hear willingly, 
gladly of our own 
Mlingsand 
imperfections. 



The sixth step is 
a willingness to 
endure reproach. 



Of \)e STAPES OF mil[d]hede. 
Of pe utrtue of mildenesse spec)) saynt ansalm. and 
zayj) Jjet hi hej) zeue stapes huerby hy clif)) an lie3 / al- 
huet Jjet lii come / to perfeccion. Nou onderstand wel 
hou. J3e uerste stape of mildenesse / is to knawe his 
pourehede. and his dofauto. Vor ase zayJ saynt 
bernard. ^Mildenesse is J)e uirtue pet make)) fane man 
him-zelue to onworfi / and healde uor viL Huawne he 
hhn knaujj zojjliche. Jjis knaulechinge wext of nour 
roten beuore yzed. Ac pei byejj zome ]>et wel conne 
hyre defautes and hire pouerte / ac na3t hit ne uelef. 
Jjeruore is fe ojjer stape : yuele / and playni his de- 
fautes and his pouerte. And Jjet he yuele his zor^e and 
his zicnesse / he yemf blejjeliche to fe fisiciane / and 
zaif fet he y-uelf fe kueade humours ine fe bodye. 
bUf e he is huanne f et he may his purgi and keste out 
and f eruore is f e f ridde stape of myldenese / his zennes 
and his kueade wylles blef ehche beknawe / and ssriue / 
and his herte clensi. Ac f er byef zome f et beknawef 
hare defautes / and y-uelef / and zor3Uolle byef / and 
wel ham sriuef . Ac hi nolden anone manere f et of re 
hit wyste hou hy dof . Jjeruore f e uerf e stape is of f ise 
utrtue : wylni to by y-knawe / and y-healde uor uyl / 
and onworf. Ac fer byef eftsone some fet wel 
yk[n]awef and uelef / and ziggef here defautes / and 
ziggef wel : ich am a kuead / and zenuol / and zuych / 
and zuych. ac yef an of er him zode : uorzof e fet is 
zof / fet f ou zayst : 7or3Uolle hi wolden by / and 
wolden by wrof e to f e dyaf e. J?eruore is fe vifte stape 
of f ise trawe / yhere blef cliche of him-zelue. and fet 
mo him zigge his defaute^s. and fet is fet saynt bemard 
zayf / fet f e zof e milde : wyle by hyalde uor vyL 
na3t ase milde y-praysed. Jjeruore is fe zixte stape 
huawne f e man f olef in f olemodnesse fet he by uoul- 
liche y-dra3e / and ase persono onworf lych / ase dede 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE PERFECTION OF MEEKNESS. 133 

fe guode king dauid / pet Jjoledo zueteliche / and Iheste »• did David when 
ane sergont Jjet hette semey / Jjet Mm freu mid stones / stones at him, and 
and him missede / and him zede al Jjet he coufe of uouL him. 
Yet eft ber is a stape / hueri?2ne is be nolle of perfec- The aeventh step 

' . ., . _ ,_._iaa willingneM to 

cion of Jjise mrtue. pet is wylny to zojje / and mid be esteemed viie. 
herte wylny wyJ)-oute fayntise : to by y-hyealde vyl / ^^^. ^ 
and villiche to by y-dra^e. J)et is ari3t pouert6 of gost. Thisistruepovcrty 

._ _ , , «T <Kr 1 1 1 • f of spirit and meek- 

and mi[l]dehede of herte. Moche louede f ise pouerte Jje nees of heart. 

riche king of heuene. huawne zuo uer he com hit nor 

to zeche / ase urara heuene : to Jje evpe. Wei he hit 

louede ine herte / jjo he hit zuo dyere bo3te / Jjet al f et 

he hedde / and J>e robe of his regge he yaf / uor Jjet he 

wes zobuoUiche poure. Mochel he louede mildenesse / Much did Christ 

love meekness 

huawne Jje like pet neure zenne ne dede. Jje like me when he came 

huam nes neure defaute / him dede amang pe Jjyeues. SmurwnonKst* 

pet wes amang adames zones / and him clojjede mid ])e *^«»on»o''^<i»™- 

clojje of pQ zenuolle / and of pe misdoere / uor Jjet he 

wes villiche y-draje ase a fyef. Hueruore he zede to 

his apostles pe nijt of Jje sopiere / mid graate wille. 

Ich habbe Jjeme paske y-wylned. ])et is to zigge : feme 

dyaf. Jjise ssame. piae wendinge. Non he3ere ne may 

fis trau arise. And huo fet were al-to Jjise stape of 

mildenesse y-cliue : wy)K)ute drede : he ssolde by y- 

bhssed ine bise wordle. Vor be ilke bet bis zede : ne Christ teaeheth us 

'^ ' * * to be meek, and to 

may lye^e / pet pe he^este zoj zaif mid his mouJ)e. leamofHim, 

* Y-blissed byej Jje poure of gost* And hou Jjet p\& by / 

he him ssewef huawne he zede. * Lyemejj of me : and 

nait of obren / uor to by milde of herte ase ich am. w that we may 

^ * ' " find rest for our 

and Jjou sselt uinde reste to fine zaule.' Jjis reste is fis "ouis. 
blissinge. Ac huych pet hit is / ne huet hit hatte / ,p^j ^j ^, 
non ne wot : bote he fet hit nimf. Jjanno yef fou ^^^^ ^^^u hast 
wylt ywyte huet fet is : do >i mi^te of fine herte zuo ^t'^^.tlJ'of 
moche ouercome / fet Jjou by y-cliue to Jje zeuende ^^u mia^htert 
stape of mildenesse. and banne bou nmt fruyt gaderi ther ihiit and eat 

f «,, -7^0 of the tree of life. 

and ete of Jje trawe of liue / ase god zayf ine pe boc of 
zi3j>e. 
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Of the seven ^^ ^^ ^^^^ BO3E8 OF Mi[l]dBNE88E. 

ness. Ovt of Jje trawe of mildenesse wexef zeue bojes. 

1. To honour God, ^or fis iitHue h.\7n sseawejj ine zeue maneres. be god to 
s.tod^liReoneNi worjjssipie. bo ofren to prayzy. be him-zelue to on- 
7eTi * 5^to miJ^ worjri. be pourehede to louie. be blejjeliche to send, be 
tor joyftiuy. 6. to herivnge to byuly. be him-zelue of al / ine god y-leue. 

bedee praiwj, T.to*'^' •'•' /6J 

be In good beiieC J)e zo])e milde : worfssipef god in Jjri maneros. Vor he 

ylefj) sinipleliche. He Jjonkef treweliche. He hi?7i bit 

The man tmiy deuoutelicho. He hiw worssipeb uerst / ine bet he hiw 

meek honours Ood ^ m. r 1 f 

M a child doth its lef)j simpleliche of al pet he zayb. ase deb f e litel child 

roaster. 

his mayster. and uor fis skele / hef oure byleaue 

merite. J)awrie huo Jjet wel ylefj) : god grat worjjssipe 

He beUevos His hiwi def. alsuo ase he de|> to f e mawne worJ)ssipe pet 

that is uie begin- hiiTi lefj) be his simple worde. and Jjet is pe beginnynge 

doi^/ ^ ^ done wel / Jet is nyeduol to alle fan / Jjct wyllef 

ham bouerje.* ase zaijj zainte pauL ]>et me yleff god 

ope his simple worde pet al is zof Jjet he zayf. onlepi- 

liche uor ])et he zayf wyjK)ute ojjre skele to zeche. and 

The heretics wiu wyJ)-oute oJjFO proeue zoche. Vor J)et byejj pe bougres 

without good and Jje heretiks proude uorlore. uor hi nollef yleue 

evid^noe^ ^ god : wy]K)ute guod wed. f et is to ziggene : bote-yef 

hi y-zy kuik scele / ac hi ham hyealdef / and ziggef 

ase Jje gauelere he him halt to pe wynnynge fawne to pe 

Of this disbelief simple woido ne wyle nonen yleue. And ]>erof byef 

^heresie^^**^"' y-come alle J>e manures of eresye / and of misbeleuinge. 

Vor Jje blynde proude / Jet hare wyt wyllef emni to 

godes wysdome / hi noUef y-leue Jjing fet god zayf / 

bote-yef me ne betoke ham guod wed. Jjet is to zigge : 

TruebeUevers ober bane quicke scele / ober aperte miracle. Ac we 

have a hundred . , , , , 1 / , , 1 

tiroes more fkiih J>et pe Ti^te byleaue hyealdejj / yleuejj betere an hon- 

in any miracle] drod zijjc Ydiu Jjet no may na3t lyeje : fanne we ne doj 

they may see. ^^ miracle / ne scele / ne him-zelue J>et we yzejj. God 

zayf he wile deme euriwne / be his dedes. and of eche 

ydele worde / pe behouejj yelde scele to him / ate daye 

of dome. Jje milde fot J)i8 yherj) / hit ylefJ). and drot / 

1 bof4^e? or boruf 
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an def payne to loky his herte / and his mou]? / and 

alle his workes. Efterward pe zoJ>e mildc / JjonkeJ) god The truly miid 

treweliche of alle his guodes / pet he hi7/i he|> y-do / au hib gifts that 

and {>et he him de|> echedaye / and pet he wyle do. of mr^*^**^^^ 

Efterward ase we habbef y-sseawed / ine pe zigginge of 

prede. Vor pe milde is ase Jje poure man / Jjet of 

little elmesse : he|> greate blisse. and yelt fonkes mid 

herte / to his guod doere. Jeanne huanne pe milde / ne 

yzij|> ine him na3t / huer-bi he bi worjjy to Jje breade ceiveth comw of 

])et he et / he be-knauf treweliche / and y-zi'^p / and ^ ^™** "* 

onderstant / and ylef)) / fet al hit is of klene grace / 

and of yeffe. and na3t of him- al fet god him zent / 

and yefj) / and lenj. And nor Jjet he ne lefjj na3t of 

him-zelue / of Jje guodes of his Ihorde / Jjet be his hand 

pasejj : j>eruore is pe sergont trewe / ase zajp sant 

bemard. Efterward be zobe milde worf ssipej) god / He prays to God 

II. 1 .i-ii'i !• • •! meekly, with true 

and him byt mildehche. ])et his to zigge mid zope tears and simpu- 
teares / J>et comef of godes grace / and mid ri3tuolle ^^^^^ ^j ^-^ 
oninge of herte. Vor hit him Jjingjj / ^et he is ase fet for it seems to him 
child J>et is echedaye beuore his maistre / and na3t can chud, that" e^h 
his lessoun. Ojjer Jjet he by ase ys pe poure ine dette. mMterM^know- 
Jjet is y-ualle ine pe hand of gaueleres. and na3t ne hej) J^*** ^ ^^ 
huermide hit may endy. Ojjer fet he by ase is pe Jjief ©r like a thief 
yproued / and y-nome and mid mo panne an hondred 5^* » hundred 
misdedes Jjet hejj nie3 Jje wyjjjje ine Jje nykke. And fet ^tiJ thfro'*"^e**^ 
he is ase pe y-maymed ate porche of pe cherche / Jjet ^^^ h** ne«i^- 
ne he|> none ssame nor to sseawy alle his maimes to maimed at the 

,,, ,., / -iiTii 1% 1 • chuTch-porch.who 

alle fon Jjet pev gaop / nor fet me ssolde habbe of him hath no shame to 
pit^. Yef Jjou wilt p&nne lyerni god to bidde. and to to elcite the pity' 
aomi ari3t : Jjise uour hit wytnessef. fet child, he Jjet ^^J^v'!^^'^ 
is ine dette. Jje Jjyof. and he Jjet is ymaymed. 

bfl obER BO3 OP MILDENESSE. The second bough 

^ of meekness. 

Wone is of pe zofe milde ojjren to herie / and The meek in heart 
praysy. and poty him uorjj / an worjjssipij. Praysy ine Te^othl^praised 
herte / herie ine mouje. and be dede : worjjssipe / here. *°** honoured. 
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OF TH£ MEEK HEAUT. 



HeUUkethebee 
that Beeketh the 
flowery fields and 
beflees stench. 



Hetakethnoheed 
of other men's 
faults. 



He praiseth others 
for three reasons. 

1. Hebelieveth 
other men's wit 
more than his 
own. 

2. He desires the 
will of others to 
be followed more 
than his. 
8. HetiMsteth 
more in others* 
vlrtnes than in his 
own, 

Themeek excuwth 
and palliates the 
fiuilts of others. 



The proud man, 
on the contrary, 
delights to hear of 
other men's 
defects. 



Of meek heart. 
The meek heart 
keeps all his vir* 
tues behind his 
back, and his de- 
fects before his 
eyes. 

[Pol. 42. a.] 

He is like the co- 
vetous man, lie 



He is ase J)e smale iile3e pet makef pet hony. and 
hevHj^p stench, and zekj) pe ueldes yfloured. and of pe 
floures zoncp pane deau huerof hi makej Jjet hony uor 
his hous to astori. J)et dejj pe milde herte fet na3t ne 
nymf hede of stench, ne of pe lackes of ojjren. ac alle 
pe guodes ])et oJ)re habbef y-rewarded. and louejj. and 
here}), and prayzej) and concejnep pe zuetnesse : of 
deuocion. hueruore his bodi is ondo : and his inwyt 
uolueld. * Vor-zo])e zo|> hit is y-bore of stones and of 
nlyntes / kan he zouke J>e oly / and fet hony :V ase ous 
tekf pe sauter. Vor he ne wille nenne zuo kuead / ne 
zuo hard / ne zuo zenuol : fet he ne can dra^e materie : 
god uor to herie. Ine his herte he prayzej) ojjre / ine 
Jjri manures. Vor he ylefj) more ojremanne wyt : 
Jjawne his 03en. He wile Jjet J>e wil of oJjren bi more 
y-do : pSLnne his. He him fyep more in ojjres u/rtue : 
f anne ine his. Al pe coniravye dej pe proude / ase we 
habbej) be-uore yssowed. Efterward he herej) / and 
prayse]? pe oJ)re be speche. pe guodes J)et oJ)re do]) / and 
habbej) : he hise he3ej) / and herej. Jje kueades : he 
his excuse)) / and lo^ef. and lessef. pe myddelguodes : 
he onderstant ine guode / and went alneway in-to pe 
guode half. And fet is aye J?e pn queade techches of 
pe misziggeres / J)et arere]) J)et quoad : an lo3eJ) fet 
guod. and pe middel J)inges ouerf rawej) and mis-wend- 
ej). Be dede he worjjssipej) eurinne / and praysef ase 
moche ase he ssel and may do. wyJ)-outo misdo. J)et ne 
de]? na3t pe proude. ac al J)e contrarie / ase we habbej) 
be-uore y-ssewod. ine J>e chapitele of prede. 

Op milde herte. 

Wone is of milde herte. J)et alle his guodes he hej) 
behinde his regge. and alle his queades : beuore his 
ejen. An Jerof comp / fet of asemoche ])et he prayzej) 
more pe oJ)re : pe more he him-zelue mispraysej). He 
is ase pe wol couaytouse wrechche / J)et alneway heJ) 
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Jet 636 to pe guodes : Jet ojre habbef / and dojj alneway. ha* an eye to the 
and makeb alneway semblont : bet he ne lieb nait. Vor (for there is a 

' ^ ' •■11 **®^ covetousneea 

asemoche ase jjer is an holy prede : alzuo Jer is an holy and a holy envy). 

coueytise / and an holy enuye. Hit is ase hit is of Jje 

litel childe / Jet is Je kinges zone / and eyr of pe king- 

riche pet wepj ine his crote. and na3t ne kin of his 

he^nesse / ne of his richesse. He is ase bet simple ssep. He, like the simple 

^ ' i- r x- 8hoep in whom all 

ine huam al hit is guod and profitable, and wolle. and u good and profit- 
skin, and uless. and melk. and frut. and dong. and ne flesh, miik, fhiit, 
wenj / and ne kan nal^t. ne na3t ne JengJ. Ine Jise w^nelh^A^t^' 
manere zayj saynt abraham Je greate patriarche. Jet he jn^JJ^'manner 
nes bote esssse and doust And saynt lob. bet wes zuo ^"' J®^ «p«^« 

' of himself as but 

moche grat to Je wordle. and holy ine god / Jet zayde a«h, sparks, 

of him-zelue. * Huet am ich bote esssse. and spearken. min,' wind, sha- 

and hor. and stench, wermes. wynd. ssed. and smech. 

Jet Je wynd berj and gaderej draye. Jet to na^t ne is 

worj : bote to Je uere.* And alsuo ase Je zoje milde ab the true meek, 

one praises others 

here J Je ojre and mid herte / and mid mouje / and in a threefold 
mid dede. ase we habbe J ysed. alsuo he blame J hiw- «> in three ways 

<i . ,••• i-L- vi.t.i.T he blames himself 

zelue me f ise Jn mane^-es. he him JingJ Jet leromes 
zay J of hi?wzelue. Jet yef he eth / ojer yef he drincj / 
yef he wakej / yef he slepj / Jet Je ilke orible bosyne 
lii77i went to Je yeare ; *com to Jine dome.' And Jeniore 
Je ilke Jet nele najt by Jer ydemd : he ne endi neure 
hiere : hiw-zelue to deme and danini. wib-nyme his and condemns his 

f^ *' deeds, words, and 

dedes. and his wordes. and his Jojtes. and clensi. and thoughta. 

telle, and weje. and wyjerwe3e. and wyj-nime. Vor he ^^ffthim toth in 

y-zi3 J more yno3 of chef : Jawne of com. And Jeniore ^^ "*'^« 

Jet he ne by y-demd ine Je cort of ri3te / ne he nele 

na3t lete ne smal ne grat / Jet ne ssel by examened / 

and y-zed / and y-demd / ine Je cort of merci. Jjet is wmil'f'^TJL"" 

ine holy ssrifttc ine Jo cort. huo acountej ari3t : he is ^^V^ ^^^^ 

al quit. Ac ine Je cort of ri3te / Jet ssel hi ate daye of 

dome / huo Jet ssel a^t : him behouej paye. ne neure ^ d^^iL^u.e' 

aqw/tti he ne may. and Jeniore ha ssel by ydawmed. ^^^{^***^ ^^ 

Vor ho mot yelde : oJer hongy. A. alias huet ssel Je ' 
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138 THE FOURTH BOUQH OF MEEKNESS. 



Woe to the man 
whose neck shall 



The sinner must 
shriTe him gladly 



ilke paye : Jet na^t ne hej bote Jjane nhicke y-carked 
then be loaded mid zewne dyadlich 1 Huo bet onderstode and yueldo 

with deadly sin. / 

fise J)inges / he him wolde hyealde / and wyjKlra3e 

nram scomes and uram leazinges / J>et he he)> yuounde / 

aye J)e zojje milde / pet god dredej. pet uor J)an hy 

wyllo J ham loki clenliche / hy ssriue)> ham ble]>elicho / 

and ofte. Ac litel is wor)> to maky guod dom : bote 

J>e demere ne by efterward yprayzed treweliche. and 

|>eruore al-zuomoche ase pe zope milde / make)> of hiiii- 

zelue guod dom / in^ zorje of herte. and ine ssrifte of 

He most doom mou)>e. and zuo de)> be dede zo J dom. Vor he him 

to™ gibbet of" demj) ase ane Jyef. and he him dej zoJ)liche to pQ 

penance. gybot of penonce wyjhoute slacnesse / and wy]K)ute 

ypocrysye. 

^m^n^*" P^ UERjjE BOJ OF Mt[l]dENE88R 

[Fol. 42. b.] 

Hvo pet hate)> prede : he louej pouerte pet zet pe 
ioTeth"pov«rtyr*^ herte lo^e / and Jjeruore alle zojje milde louyej) pouert6 / 

and byej) poure of gost. pe zope milde louej) pouerte 
for three reasons : uor )>ri sceles. VoT pe perils )>et bye J ine richesses. 
riches, *^ ^OT pe guodes J)et bye J) in guode pouerehede. And 
i!i''^*^ert ^^"" uor J)et god louede zuo moche pouerte J)o he wcs ine pe 
8. for God loved wordlo / and yet hit loueJ) / ase pe holy wrytiwge wyt- 

nesscj in uele stedes. Jjawne myp he in pe sautere / 
God hears the J>et he y-her)) pe benes / and pe wylles of pe poure. and 
SlS^Jf the pror, hani poniayj) / and agrayj^ej hare lyfnoj zueteliche / 
MdifeS'"^"** and mid guod sauour. and he is hire refu / and ham 

sFi 

the poor. 



God is Father to gggj souy. lob zAjp / ))et god is pe uadcT to pe poure. 

and ham hej y-yeue mijte / ojjren to iuggL And oure 

ci«i8t blessed the j^^^ ^^ biginnynge of his uayre sermon zajp. * ])et y- 

JTch.*^™^** blyssed byej) Jje poure: and a-coreed bied* pe riche/ }>ot 

habbej) hyer hire paradis.* Ac Jje zojje paradys / he}> 

he y-yeue J>e poure. zuo : Jjot hi hit moje yeue / and 

zelle. Ac pe wordle nele y-leue / Jjet god zigge zop / 

not believe that )>et pouerte by Jjiug y-blissed. Ac Jjet is of pe rede of 

poverty is blessed. ^^^ .^^ uader. JjcTUore lesu crist zayj) ine his spello. 
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THE FIFTH BOUGH OF MEEKNESS. 130 

* Vayre uader ych yelde pe Jonkes and heriynges. pet pise 
Jjinges y-hed / and y-hole best : to pe wyse. and hise 
best y-sseawed to be milde.* be milde his y-zyeb / and Th« meek man 

^ '^ ' J J r / lo^e, poverty a 

wel his yleueb / and louieb / an hondredzibe more hundred times 

, ' \ more than the nlg- 

pouerte : fanne fe nijjing dej) his richesse. Ine pn g«rd ws wealth. 

))inges ssewej) pe man / pei he loue)> pouert6. Huawne in three ways. 

he \o\xep and halt blej)eliche pe uela3rede. and J>et lyf. ^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ 

and pe wones of pe poure. Hire uelajrede he louej / JlJ[h''tr""*r"M" 

ase iesu crist dede pei hnils ha wes ine pe wordle. Vor chriat once did, 

kende wyle fet pe lambren louie ham togidere / and 

beuly pe wolues. and pe children ham louie to-gidere. 

and beuly pe uela3rede of pe greaten. and pe milde 

ham louie to-gidere / and become uelajes to-gidere. Lif ^t/of Ite^^^ 

of poure man is poure. uor he ne zejj) / ne metes of grat ^^ ^^^ 

jiris I ne robes out of scele. ne non host hi* ne zechej / [»*«>] 

ne ine robes, ne ine ridinges. ne ine maine. ne ine 

festes. ne ine uelajredes. Blibe he is yef he heb his : ®^ ^ •»« *^ *»• 

^ r J r have hia susten- 

sostinowce. ac he soffrej and honger / an forst. and »»<»• 

chald and hot. and cheastes / and manye bitemese*. 

and alle zuiche Jjinges pet pe kueade poure dej) / and 

JjoleJ) : wille he nolle he. \>e zojje milde wilnejj / and 2. He anfffera and 

Jjole J gledliche uor god. a-last hit is wone of pe poure meeWy for OodL 

maTzne / ^t yef he ne hep n^i / ne najt ne may 

, ,, . •AT,- 8. Hehaanoihame 

Wynne : he ne he); none ssame to acsL And pe zo)>e to a*k for what he 
milde: beggej) echedaye. pe benes and pe oreysons of I^^ge each day 
guode uolke / and of uryendes of god. huer he wenj> ^^ prayera 10 
mest of guode. and more he be-leff ine hare helpe : 
Janne he do ine his ojene guodes. 

1^ The fifth boueh of 

PE VIFTE BO3 OP MILDENE88E. meekneae. 

Meekness loves 

Prede / louejj wel heje stedes. Mildenesse : pe loje. low places. 

t)is is J>e dyamod^ of noble kende. Jjet nele najt sitte ine that needa not to 

gold, ac ine poure metal ase yzen. And zuo hit is of xhroomlsevor 

pe hyeape of huete y-forsse. Jje comes byej? benejje / SIriVlhaiPfan' 

and pet chef a-boue. Ac oure Ihord ssel uawni his com / ^Jj^^J^*^ 
ate daye of dome / ase zayjj fet godspcL and ssel Jjrawe t^®^ **• *-3 
« So in MS. 
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140 OF THE ORNAMENTS OF OBEDIENCE, 

The chaff shau go het chef in-to be uere : and bet com in-to be greynere. 

intotheflre. ^ / ^ r o J 

J5e more J)et / J)et gold is clene : Je more nit wee)), and 

)>e more fet hit is lieui : J)e rajjre hit nalj) to J>e botme 

The meek man -^^ Y^ vciQit^ Jet J)e man is milde : Je more he loue)) 

prefers low puoes, j^ stedes. ase dede lesu crist and his zuete moder / 

and foHowB the ex< ^ ' 

ample of Christ jjet ous yeaue uorbisne to semi and to bou3e. na3t ^vyj?- 
mother. oute more to J)e gratteste : ac to pe leste. and Je mora 

J>e semise ys onworj) : Jje blefelaker J?e milde him de)) 
)>erto. Jjemore wyle teche cure Ihord lesu crist / Jje 
Meekness is the uet to W6sse to hls poure. \)SLnnG mildenesse / is moder 
mot er o o - p^^ppgijche / of bojsawinesse. and hire norissej? / and 



ence, 



tekj) / an loke)> / Jjet hi ne by y-commped / ne by 

ydele blisse / ne be zor3e / ne be grochchinge / ne be 

andhedeckethher ojcne wvtte / ne be o^cne wille. ne ine obre manere. 

with all her oma- ^ , , , ,i i • 

meats. Hy hlse agray]je)> and azet : mid alle hire oumemews. 

Ofohedlencc Of BO38AMNE88E. 

There are seven 

ornaments of obe- Jje oumemens of bojsamncsse : byej) zeuen. J)et ys : 
That is, that one fet me bou3e prestliche. gledliche. simpleliche. klew- 
giadiy. 3. simply, liche. gcneralliche. zuyftliche.* and wiluolliche. Jpe milde 
te^lelsiSiy, y-zy3f beuore' his e3en : pet he ys poure and naked, and 
Themeek^bedi- ^® ^^J' uiede bote uor hi7?i-zelue. and Jemore he is 
^'lOTever reld ^^^way agrayjjed / ase byeJ) pe ssipmen ine ssipe. J)et 
to obey the cap- ase zoue ase he' y-hyer|> Jjane smite of Jje lodes-ma7me : 
hi yemej) / hi lheapej> ase wode. Jpe milde bou3j) gled- 
Hc is as obedient Hche / uoF he is ase be hassasis. bet ys blibe huanne he 

aslhcaasistoiU ' ' r J r 

master. hejj pQ hcstc oudemonge of his maistre. J>et pe perils / 

and Jje pinen / an Jane dyaj) he ondemangjj perwyp / 

mid to greate blisse uor Jje loue Jjet he hej) to Jje obedi- 

David preferred cuce. Jpemorc zayde dauijj ine Jje sautere. Jjet he louede 

gold or precious betcrc Jje hestcs Jjet god him made : Janne he dede / 



stones. 



He ob^ys simply, gold / ojjer stoues of pris, pe milde him bou3j) al 

OT?h1*ihL*p*!*'"* simpleHche ase def Jjet hors / ofer J>et ssep / fet pe 

ssepherde let huer ha wyle / Jjet ne zayjj neure huer- 

Hoiy simplicity Is uqj^ cmo ich hider : more banne bider. Vor one of be 

tlie character of *^ '^ '^ '^ 

meekness. guode do3tren Jjct mildenesse hojj : is holy simplc3sse. 

1 Zuyfihche in MS. 2 bowre in MS. » hif 
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bo milde is wel trewe to ffod / aae is a ffuod Iheuedi to '^^^ meek man le 

'^ ° ' ° true to God. 

hire Ihorde. pet nele to nonen queme folliche bote to 

hare Ihorde onlepiliche. and )>eruore non ne hoM^p zuo 

clienliche * / ne mid zuo clene onderstondinge : ase dej) 

JezoJ)e milde. J)et ne hatejj bote uor to kueme J)e ^i^Jhe^worid. 

wordle. Efterward be milde is wel zuift and wel insnel / **• *■ «^ft ^ 

'^ ° ' obey God, and 

huawne uzVtue of obedience and be wyl of god / mid his "low to obey his 

^ ' ownwiU. 

ouerling hiw berj). Ac huanne his ojene wyl hiw ber)> 
and let him. he is slac an sleuuol wel to done. Ase is 
Je sterre J)et hatte satwrne make]) J)et asemoche yemj) He i« lUte the 
in onelepi daye mid J)e firmament ase Jje firmament ^*"^**^^- 
hine let : ase he de)> ine Jjritti yer ine his 03ene sercle / 
and ine his 03ene yeminge. Ate laste Jje milde boujj) 
generalliche oueral Jjer he yleff J)et he queme to god / 
- and ine alle binges ase deb be asse of be melle. bet ase "« *• »ke the 

'^ ° '^ ^ '^ '^ mlll-aae that wiU 

blejjeliche berJ) here : ase huete. and lyad. ase j^et com. aaiief carry 

to J)e poure : ase to )>e riche. EfteT^ard \e milde is 

wel Strang, uor he chonge)> his strengjje mid godes [FoI. 4s.b.] 

strengf e. ase zayjj ysaye pe profete. )>eruore nis he na3t : he^chwigwhu*' 

J)et ne may here. Vor god berJ) and hiw and his ber- GodWrragth. 

done / hueruore he bo3jj wij> guode wille and bleuiw- 

deliche. uor he ne is neuremo weri / ne )>e zowne Jjet He is like the 

god let / and brengj) uorJ>. and J)o more ha leuej) / J)e JJ^^ ' "®^*' 

more hiw wext his stre[n]g))e. alsuo ase Jje litel amote. 

Nou mi3[t] Jou wel y-zy / hou mildenesse J?e tekf wel to 

serui / and parfitliche bou3e. 

. The sixth bough 

PE ZIXTE BO3 OF MILDENESSE. ofmeeknew. 

be greate maister of mildenesse lesu crist bo he chrutwaathe 

' ^ great master of 

hedde y-preched / and y-ued J)et uolk / and J?e zike / meekneM. 

and \e ymamed y-held. J?o he ulea3 aboue J)e uolk in-to 

be helle / uor to by ine bedes / ous uor to teche to He taught us to 

^ avoid praise and 

beuly J>et los and J)e blondingges. and Jeruore J?e trewe flattery, 
herte milde / ase him pineb to done wel huawne he ^*»«"»fo" ^^ 

' '^ ' mild heart 

bou3j). alsuo him painej) to be-uly los / of him-zelue »trivee to befly 
ansuerie uor Jjane ^vynd of ydele blisse / and J)et 
^ MS. chenliehe 
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THE SIXTH BOUGH OF MEEKNESS. 



Hia tnutUin 
a rock. 



TblB rock is Christ 



Our Lord isa 
dove-oot, 
wherein reateth 
the meek heart. 



In recording the 
IifeofChrUt,the 
mild heart forgets 
all his sorrows. 



He desires to be 
lost to, and for- 
gotten by the 
world. 



When alone he is 
with his two 
best friends, 
with Qod and 
himself. 



He takes delight 
only in what is 
pleasing to Ood. 



Thus the soul 
loves soli^de and 
quietness. 
Modesty is one of 
the fairest 
daughters of 
meekness. 

A maid in love 
hath great shame 
when she is 
espied, 



gaderej) uor Je rage / and uor pe tewpeste of euele 
tongen / ine Je ssede of pe roche. ase zay J ysaye. pe 
ilke roche is lesu cnsi him-zelf. J)et his reste / and 
bri[3]tnesse to pe milde. per him restej) Jje irchouon. ase 
zayj) pe sauter. Jet by pQ milde herten y-carked mid 
)>omes of ssarpnesse of penonce. An )>et is )>et coluer- 
hous / huerinne restej) and hiw dej) pe colore oure 
Ihord. )5et bye)> pe milde herten and simple uor pe 
uo3eles of praye. fet byej) J>e dyeulen. Huanne pe 
milde herte / he)> zuo moche y-do / Jet he is y-guo in- 
to pe hole of Jo roche ase pe colure ine his coluerhous. 
Jet is huawne he recordej Jet lif of iesu crtst / and his 
holy passioun : uor Jawne he uoryet alle his zor^es / 
and praysej lite al Jet Je wordle hej. and is worj. and 
may. Herte Jet Jis heJ a-sayd / na3t ne wiUieJ more / 
Janne uor to by uorlore / and uoryete to Je wordle. 
J)e wordle is biw prisoun. onhede / paradis. Vor ase 
zayj Je wyse of hiw-zelue. Jet he ne is neuremo lesse 
allone / bote huawne he is one. ne more ine niedes : 
bote huanne he is ydeL Vor he ys Jawne mid his 
tuaye beste urie[n]des. Jet is mid hiw-zelue / and mid 
god. Jjer tretej he of his greate quereles hueruore alle 
ojre niedes him JingJ trufles. Jer he him to god / and 
god to him / be holy Jojtes / and be stedeuest wil. 
per he uelj * Je greate zuetnesse of confort / Jet god 
yefj ine prme stedes / to Jan Jet him dredej. ase zayJ 
Je sauter. and Jawne alle speches / and alle wordes him 
tyene J / and greue J / bote-yef hi ne by to god / ojer of 
god / oJer uor god. Jjous biginj Je zaule to louie on- 
hede / and stillehede. and Janne him wext ine herte 
ane holy ssamnesse / Jet is one of Je uariste do Jter* of 
mildenesse. Vor al ase a mayde Jet be greate loue 
louej / heJ' grat ssame hej^ Janne hi is aspid / and y- 
herj Jet me spekj : of hire, akuo heJ Je ilke huanne 
hi y-hyerj Jet me spekJ of hire : and of Je guodes Jet 
god him heJ y-do. And na^t uor Jan hi deJ ase deJ 
* An t has been cancelled before m. ^ So in MS. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE SEVENTH BOUGH OF MEEKNESS. 143 

Je ilke mayde strongliche opnomeof loue.* uor huet bet and she aeeketu 

,1 . / . 11 , . retired places. 

fe wordle zigge / ofer conne speke : alneway zecf hi pe [FoL u. a.] 
halkes and pe derne stedes. ase pe ilke pet ne zee J) bote so doth the 
uor to by y-rauissed ase wes 8ay[ii]te paul. ^ ™ 

bE ZEUENDB BO^ OP MILDENE88E. The seventh 

'^ ^ boagh of 

Of J)ise aquayntonce and of piae priuit^ pe ilke holy mo«Jrae*«. 
zaule be-ginb to habbe of god be-tuene hire / and an i» proud of 

her acquaintance 

holy prede. Vor huawne hi is y-reaued / fawne to with God. 

heuene / hi loke)> ope pe erjje uram uer / ase zayj) ysaye / s**® iooJ» «pon 

and hise jzy^p z[u]o lite to pe zi^pe of pe gratnesse of pe afar, and sees lu 

heuene. zuo y-zicj) pe ilke greate uayrhede / zuo dim / 

to pe zijfe of pe grate brijtnesse / zuo emti to pe zi3jje 

of J)o greate blisse : panne onworjej^ and mispraysej) to 

be zobe al bet he heb ine be wordle of richesses and of The world's riches 

' ' ' ' ' and honour 

worbssipe / of uayrhede / of noblesse, zuo moche him app®" «« her 

^ ' '' ' utterly worthless. 

pmvL^p pet hit is ase pe play of children a-midde Jje 

strete / huer y-no3 hi trauayle)> and na3t ne wywne)>. 

Him hit J>ing)j Jjet hit is al wynd / and metingo / and «nd aswind, 

lyejynge / ase zayJ) Salomon. And fawne he be-ginf Then she begins 

ari^t to sterue to Jje wordle / and libbe ine god / ase world and she 

zayJ) zaynte pauL And )>anne is hi zuo poure of gost : ©f spiiS.^***"' 

pet hi ne he|> n^t. Vor god him he)> zuo his 03ene 

gost y-reaued and be-nome. and ayen y-ueld of his 

ojene / ase he dede pe apostles at lokes. Jjawne him 

yeff pe holy gost ane zuo greate herte : fet ne pros- ^J^^ world. 

pmte / ne aduersete of pe wordle hi ne prazej> ane 

nhote. Ane zuo greate zikemesse of inwyt : bet hardi- •"<* prefers 

^ . death to life. 

liche abit J)ane dyaj). ane zuo greate hope hej ine god : 

)>et peT ne is najt / J>et hi ne dorste nime anhand uor she is ready to 

pe loue of god. Vor hi hej) )>o byleue huer-of god spekj) 2wng fortte**^" 

ine Jje godspelle. Jjet is ase Jet zed of mostard huerby hi go^^f Sher 

may hote to pe stones an to pe helles / and hi hi7^i JJJJJj'i^Sh^'^ 

boujeb. bet zed o mostard is wel smal / ac hit is wel *^* 8*^ ^^ 

^ * ' I mustard-seed. 

Strang / and wel bitinde. uor hit is hot ine pe uerj)e •pokenofinthe 
degre / ase ziggej) p\se fisiciens. be hete : me onderstant / 
1 MS. has lone. 
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144 THE VIRTUE OF LOVE. 

Theflnitkindof loue. J)e uerste stape of loue aze zayj? saynt be[r]nard 
only oneself, 18 / huawne fe man ne can na3t louie : bote him-zelue / 
be^ntoioveGod. *^^ ^^ ojene guod. Jje ojjer huanne he begin J? god to 
toowuod Jitter ^^^^^' ^^ ^^ ^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^^^ ^^^' ^^ J>ridde / 
t^^hi^^^^^ hiianne he knau]) betere god / and him loue J) propre- 
The 4th is to be liche uoi his guodnesse. be uerbe. huawne he is zuo 

*o poMetsed with ■' 

love as to love vnome of be holv loue / bet he ne louie ne hi/zi-zelue / 

God only. •/ x * / x / 

This last love ne god : ' bote uor god. Jpanne hyer let zoje mildenesse 
meek one. J>ane man. Nou mi^t fou y-wyte openliche hou pe poure 

Sritii^ blessed ^^ S^®** ^y®f y-blissed ine Jise wordle. Vor hi ham 
in this world, hjep ZUO moche ylo3ed / and emti / Jjet hire gost is al 

to na3te be-come,^ and Jje holy gost hej) pet hous ayen- 
Hope makes the yueld fet 18 Ihoid of pQ horte. and uelj) zuo moche J>et 
Srjl^'he^vem ^^ ^®^> >® mjXdo, J)et hi his make]) king of heuene / 
[Pol. 44. b.] be holy hope / and be zikernesse of inwyt. And Jer- 
he&vln^tmn ^^^^^ ^ayjj oure Ihord |>et Jje kingdom of heuene is hare / 
heri^' ^^ ^^^ wyf-oute more be beheste : ac be saysyne zykere 

ase fe ilke Jjet begin]) to onderuonge Jjet frut and pe 
The Ml posses- rentes hou hi ssollo by y-blissed ine Je oJ)re wordle, J)et 
pisL in the next ^^ may nou parfitlychc y-wyte / al-huet he is fer. Vor 
^"*^^*^ herte of man dyadlich / ne may hit Jjenche / ne mouj) 

deuisi. 

Of the virtue Op \)E U/RTUE OP LOUE, 

be uerste yefbe of be holy gost : makob be hcrte 

Dread makes the . -^ ^ ^ '' ^ '^ ^ 

heart mild (meek), milde and dreduol, and feruore hef he fane name / Jje 



Pity maketh it 



jefpe of drede, Jpe oJjer make)> pe herte zuete and milde / 
sweet and and pitcus. and feruore he hatte : Jje yef|) of pite. J)et 

It is an anUdote IS proprclichc a dyau / and a tnacle a-ye alle kuead- 
®"^' nesse / and nameliche aye pet uenim of zenne of enuie / 

It bestri th liuerof we habbef beuore y-speke. Vor Jjis yefjje be- 
root of envy from strep Jj Jjo poto of cnuie of J)0 hcite / and hire hel|) 
It reduces th zikcrliche. Jjawne Jje herte pet onderuangjj Jjise jetpc / 
root of good love, onderuaugj? ane zuete deau / ]>et his make)) springe / ane 
from whence zoite Totc / and wel y-terwpred / Jjet is guod loue. Jjawne 
comes a ^gj. ^ext a tiuu uair and he: and wel berinde frut. J?et is 

fair tree. ' ^ ' 

* guod ? - bo-eome in MS. 
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a guod mrtue and nayr / bet me clepeb ine latin / ma,7ir which la oaued 

,, ,.. . "Sweetness of 

euetudo / oJ>er Deningnitas. fet is znyetnesse of nerte. heMt." 
Jet makej man zuete and milde / manhede : and 
charitable, loniinde / and louerede / uor hi dej) man 
parfitliche louie his nixte ase him-zelue. J)is trau hejj Thb tree hath 
zeue stapes / huerby hit clyf)) an hej. J)e ilke zeue wWch*we cUmb 
stapes ous sseawej sajmte paul / Jjer he ons amoneste)) "" ''*^*^- 
and bit / J)et we do onre payne / Jjet we by al on ine god. 
J5et is j)et we habbe pne herte / and enne gost / an one We should tty to 
loue in god. J)e uerste scele hueruore we ssoUe by al and spirit, 
on. and Jje heje / and pe 1030 / and Je riche and )>e 
ponre / is uor )>an / J?et we alle habbe J> enne uader ine Because, ist, we 
heuene / pet is god \>et ous made alle comunliche to his that is, ood, 
anlicnesse an to his ymage. Jjeruore Jjawne |>et we alle ^*hu^n uke^* 
habbe)> enne sseppere / pet ous made alle of one ***"• 
materie / and hep yssape. and to onelepi ende. J)et is 
)>et we by al on ine him / ase he zayp ine his spelle. 
Mochil is grat scele Jet we to-gidere louie. uor ech best 
ase zayf salomouns louej his anliche. J3e ojer scele is secondly, we are 
uor we byej alle cristene ine one cWstenedome / and OTe^^^Silton^tom 
riche and poure. Jet is Jet we bye J alle y-wesse of one- 
lepi leie. bet wes mid lesu cristes preciouse blod. and and are aii washed 

. ^ / , with the blood of 

ybojt mid onelepi moneye. and asemoche costnede Je Christ, 
on : ase Je ojer. Moche ssel Janne Je on louie Je ojer 
and worssipie / Jet god he J* zuo moche yloued and y- C»MS.he5] 
prayzed / and ymad of suo greate dingnete. pe Jridde Thirdly, we aii 

. have one belief; 

scele / uor Jet we healde J alle one beleaue / and we and are bound by 

byej alle ybounde mid one laje Jet is al uolueld / ase 

zai J sainte paul ine Jise worde. * Loue Jine nixte ase 

Ji-zelue.' Of Jise dette ne is non quit / uor Jing Jet 

he de J. piae dette ssel ech to ojren. and huo mest his [Fd. 4t>. a.] 

yelt : mest he sseL be uer Je scele is. uor we habbe J Fourthly, we 

have one Lord of 

ennelepi Ihord / Jet is god of huam we hyealdej aUe whom we aii hold 
and body / and zaule / and al Jet we habbe J. alle he .oui, 
hej imad communliche / alle ybojt communliche / to 
alien porueyj communliche / and alle ssel deme eom- 

10 
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and by whom we muuliclie / and alle medi largeliche / bo bet habbeb y- 

all sluiU be pun- 

iahed or rewarded, hyealde his hestcs / and J)os ssolle by to-gidere yloued 
Fifthly, we are trcweliche. pQ vifte scele is / uor pot we bye)) alle 
in the*^rtof «ir uela3es ine J)e ost of oure Ihorde. and his knijtes / and 
ind^ look for ^ soudeuFs / pet alle we abydej) on-lepi ssepe / J)et ^ is 
one reward. ^q }y]{Q^Q wiJ)-oute ende / huor )>e loue and pe uela^rede 

ssol by uoldo and y-r>wferniod / fet hier ssel by wel y- 
sixthiy, wo au hote. bo zixte scele is nor bet we libbeb alle of one 

live by one spirit, ,. , / it i n 111, ^^ 

goste gostlicne / ase we libbe)) of on eyr bodyuch. Be 
and are all Qod'e ba goste we byeb alle godes children be adopcion / bet 

children by . . . 

adoption. is be auouerie / and children of holy cherche / brojjer 

germayn of uader and of moder / be ane bro])erhede 

gostlich / J)et asemoche is worj) betere : Jeanne J)o 

broferrede ulesslich. ase pe gost is more worj) : )>a/me 

STiTbi^''*"^ J>et bodi. j)e zeuende scele is uor J>et we bye J alle 

body, whereof lemes of One bodve. huerof lesu cr/st is bet heaued / 

Christ la the head. "^ . '^ ' 

We au live on the and WO bye)) pe lemes. Jet we Hbbe)) alle of onelepi mete. 

la, the flesh and )Pot is of pe holy uless and of pe holy blod of lesu cr/st 

^^TO^of Jeaut j^^ ^^ ^^ moche loue)) / and zuo moche halt ous wor)) : 
))et he ous yefj) his blod to drinke / and his idess to 
etene. ))eruore zuo ofte sainte paul de)) ous to be-|)enche 
piae loue / ))et he ous ssewe)). Vor more qw/c scele / 
ne more uayrer uorbisne he ous ne may sseawy of zope 

Seven itepa of louerede. Yef ))ou wilt wel ))enche to ))ise zeue sceles. 

^spring out of ^^^ ^^^i yiude. zeue stapes of loue / ))et come)) of pe 
yef))e of pit^. 

The boughs of hg B02ES OP LOUEREDE. 

love. ^ 

Of this stock come Of ))ise stockc wcxc)) zeuc bo^cs. Vor bise u/Hue 

seven boughs, , . . 

for this virtue is hi?7i ssowe)) lue zeue maneres. ase me knau)) ))ane loue 
ways. Jet is be-tuene pe lemes of pe bodye ine zeue manyeres. 

1. One limb for- Verst pe on leme uorber)) / and \6kep an o))er / ))et me 
the de&cu of an- ^^^ 1^^^ misdo / ne angmi / ne harmi / be his mijte. 

and ine Jise we onderstonde)) ' pe innoceTwe Jet we 
We should do to ssoUe loki Jo ou a-ye Je ojre. Vor Jis heste is y- write 
woidbTdlneby. 1^^^ J>® l^^^te of euricheu. Jet Jou ne do to ojren : Jet / 

Jet Jou noldest Jet he Je ne dede. ne Jin ri3t hand 
» MS. beb 2 orderst(mde\> MS. 
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dede to bine left hand. Efterward be on leme boleb ^ OneUmbdoe. 

^ ' ' ^ not wreak its 

zuetliche * / of J)e ojjre fet he him dejj of angWce / and .spite on another. 

na^t him ne aw[r]ec3j). ne non arizinge of wre))e ne 

uel)) ]>e leme )>e on aye fe o))er / ne ne of-hyealdej). Ine 

Jjisen we onderstondej) to uoluello mildenesse J)et hejj 

fri stapes. J)e uerste is fet man him ne awreke na3t. J5e 

o))or J)et me ne hyealde na^t ire longe. )5e fridde / Jjet 3. The umbe 

man ne uele none arizinge of ire / ne of hate aye his Jl. eVthe h^rt 

nixte uor najt ]?et he de)). Efterward J)e lemes "'^^^^^^y*^- 

bouje)) alle to hare ouerling. Vor hi do)) alle mid hare 

mi3te J)et >e herte acsejj / and fet e3e ham tok>. Ine By thu we under- 

)>an we onderstondej) J)e uirtue of bo38amnesse huerof ■?*J?^® ^*^® 

we habbe)) beuore y-speke / ])et he ssel bi ine loue [Fol 46. b. 

agrayj)ed / and ine charite / ase zaij) zaynte peter. 

Efterw^ard ))e on leme helpf and seme)) fe ofren wy))- 4. one iimb helps 

oute grochiwge and wyf-oute wy))zigginge / and wy))- other wuungiy 

oute auarice. Ine Jisen we onderstowde)) ))e mrtue fet J^ this we see the 

me clepe)) charity. Jjawne a man huanne he help)) and vi^ue of charity, 

him a-corde)) ble))eliche ))e o))re mid ))e helpe Jet god whereby one man 

him he)) y-yeue. o))er \dm ret / ofer tekf / of his wytte christians by his 

))et he he)). Ofer yefj) and to-delf largeliche uor god hi8iShe8,orhu 

fe guodes ))et he hef. 0))er he chaste)) and di3t ))efoles »«^*>'^^y- 

be ))e autorit^ Jet he he)). Ac fanne zayj me fet he is 

iiol of charite. And Jous hit hat zaynte peter / Jet Je 

guodnesse Jet god ous liej y-lend Jet we hise di3te to 

oure nixte. Jjawne tulles Je filozofe zayj. * we ssolle The philosopher 

Jenche Jet al Jet is ine Je wordle and wext : al hit is shoiUd aii seek 

ymad man to helpe. an Je man uor to helpe Je on / Je pront,^™""** 

ojren. bye J Ijeyete.' *do we Ja7me' zayJ he / * Jet : huer- 

uore we bye J ybore / and Jet kende ous tekj. and as Nature teach- 

zeche we alle Jet commun profit.' Vor ase zayJ zaynte 

paul. * we byeb alle lemes of onelepi bodye.' Eft^rward / 6- aii the limba 

alle Je lemes uele J / and dra3ej to ham Jet me dej to tooneofthem.be 

echen / by hit guod / by hit kuead. by hit blisse / by 

liit zor3e. huanne me smit Jane not : Je mouj zayJ / 

bou me blechest. Be ban we onderstondeb be u/rtue By this we under- 

'^ lA • stand the \irtue 
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of pity, that haxtx of zojje pit^ / ))et we ssolle habbe coz/imimliche / fet 

hejj tuaye offices / ase zayj) zante pauL Blisuol sselt 

the one to bo glad ^q^ }yy J ^q ^q guodes Jet ofre habbej) / and dof. 

ity, and to bo tor- Zopjuol sselt borul bv / to be kuedes bet obre ueleb and 

roirful for others' , ^ „^ , , / , . ./ , ^ , 

woe. do)). Efterward / yef fe on leme is ak / ojjer y-wonded : 

•icktheotheri alle J)e o))re hbn helpejj to fet he by held. Ine fise we 

thu w under- oiider8to[n]de)) J)e u/rtue of dom / and of amendement. 

•tand the virtue wij^oute huam / fet body of holy cherche ne may 

amendment, yleste. Vor \>e leme uorroted ssolde ssende fe hole. 

Huo }>et wile )>awne conne hou he ssel his bro}>er chasti. 

and we learn how ^^ nixte / Jer his smont wyj^nime / and punissi : nime 

re^wttd pnnirii ^®^® ^ hi w-zelue / huawne on leme is zik / o Jer y-wonded- 

the^^taofone ^q^ moche zoi^e hej) Je herte and gmt compassion 

y-uel}>. and be J>e greate loue pet he heJ) ine him / he 

him dej) J)e hand wel zueteliche. And aze zayJ) senekes / 

ase of J)e bodye / alsuo of )>e herte me ssel zueteliche )>e 

F^uashwidbe '^ondeu agrayJ)L Vor of zo^ loue / and of grat coin- 

loveandcom- passion ssolle be amendes by y-do. and mid greate 

passion. 

Fimt, we should diede he ssel ])e honden do ferto. Verst he ssel Jerto 
of sweet admo- do J)e smeiinges / and Jje piastres of zuete wamingge^. 
afterwards the Efterward yef pet ne is najt worj) : J)e poudres efter- 
JTukT **''*^'^ ward and prekiinde / of harde wyjniminge. Efberward 
Ne^e deeds of j,0 ^^^^ ^f tcchingc. and yef he ne def wyJ?-oute 
Then, If these fwi, cmparemont : panne behouej) come J)et zuord hit uor to 
8word*of excom- ^^^Ic / opeT be mauziuge / ofer be hotinge out of con- 
municauon. traye. OpeT him do uram him-zelue. Efterward Jje lemes 

7. The limbs hon- worssipej) pe ou / pe OpeT. and uorberej). uor ase zay)> 
and have a kindly zay[n]te paul. we ssolle bero ech opTen worj^ssipe / and 

[Foi. 46. a.] reuerence. and nameliche )>o / )>et habej) mest nyede : of 
fiwiing for each uorberingc. J?o bye}> Jje meste foles / and pe fyebleste. 
The good man zuiche me ssel mest uorbere. Jjanne pe guode man and 
with fools, J>e wyse berej) / and uorbere}> alneway Jje foles / and pe 

as the bones bear fieblcs / ase be buones bereb be tendre uless. and be posftl 

the tender flesh. ' t^. . .. r r lj 

J)et hous. Jjis 18 aye pe missiggeres )>et zuo moche 
gredej) blej?eliche pe kueades / and pe defautes Jet hi 

8. The limbs pro- zycb ine obreu. Efterward be on leme wereb bet obex 

tect each other. 'f r r r T r r 
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ate nyede / and him zet uor him. uor ate niede me 

y-zijj) huo is urend. Huawne ))e on not slyt: )>e o))er when the one foot 

him help)>. An haste huanne me wyle smite Jjet heaued : heipa it. 

Je hand hire dep be-uore. Tne bisen we onderstondej) / in this we nnder- 

. i.-i- »tand pore love 

uoluelde / and clene louerede. peruore zayj) god in his andMondnhip. 

spelle. * Jet more louerede ne may by : Jawne zette his 

zaule uor his nrend-* Jjise nrendrede ous ssewede lesu This friendship 

Christ showed for 

cnst pe zo]?e urend J)et uor ous layde his zaule and his us. 
body to f e dyaj^e. and J)et dede he ous uor to yeuene 
uorbysne. ase zay b zaynte peter / and sain Ion zay b. wherefore we 

ought to be will- 

yef god layde his zaule uor ous: and we ssolle legge ing to give our 

/ . • i /• ^^* for oviT 

oure zaules uor oure brofren / J)et is uor oure nixte. yef brethren. 

we byej) a ri3t leme of Jje bodie / huerof is pet heaued. 

Huo J>et piae m'/iiue hedde / ich wolde zigge openliche 

|>e[t] he ssolde by J)e ri^te yblissed. Jjis is Je mrtue Jjet This virtue Christ 

oure guode maister lesu crist ous tojto / J>o he zede. said— 

* YbHssed bye J Jje milde : uor hy ssolle by in sayzine of "Blessed be the 

|>e erj)e.' )5et is to onderstonde ine ])ri mancres. Verst / shaii'possess the 

of ])e londe of J)e libbinde fet is god zelf/fet is i. They shau have 

woniynge of Je libinde / pet is of Jje hal3en / and of *'*"'^ ' 

guode men. Ase pe erpe is woniynge of bestes and of 

men. And Jjeruor J>et god pet ia pe land of pe libbinde : who is the land 

he he)> his y-blissed in his say sine, uor hi ne make]) 

none stre[n]g))e f>et quemejj god ine hire sayzyne / ase zay J) 

pe sauter. Jje milde zay J) / he ssel habbe ]?et land ine None shaU have 

kende. and saynt aug?^^in zuo zay J) / J>et non ne ssel unless they are 

habbe god ine possession. Vor hi byej> rijtuoUiche 1,°^^^^**' 

Ihordes of hire herten. ac ire / and felonie his 

amaystrej). Jje milde amaistrej) pe queade Jjeawes. And The meek man. 

betere is worj / ]>et zayj Salomons / huo J>et ouercomj) hawts. 

wel his herte : panne pe ilke )>et nim)) be stre[ii]g])e / 

casteles and cites. Efterward / be milde byeb Ihordes *• The meek are 

'^ lords of earthly 

of pe erf e / J)et is of erjliche guodes. Vor yef hi hise goods, 

lyezej : hi ne wre))e)> ham na3t / ne ne trouble]). Ac ))o They grieve not 

J)et ham wrej)ej) huawne hi hise lyezej / hi ne ne byef them, 

iia^t Ihordes : ac ra))re J)relles. and J)eruore he zayj) / hit ""^ »«* »<>' »^*v«» 
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to worldly pos- is rijt / fet ))0 J)et habbejj hier J)e timliclie guodes and 
gostliche / and ham-zelue ine possessioun. fet hi habbe 
ine Jje ende : j^et land of pe libbinde / J?et is god hiw- 
Thepoorshau z^lf ine possGssioun. Ac nou onderstand and loke / 
anTtirm'k the J>et / >et god yef> to >e poure J>e heuene. and to J>e 
^•^?t^rrdfeu" milde : fet land / huer ssoUe by J)8 bitere and J>e foUe 
Bhaii be unknown, wyjjoute / ine J?e zoT^e of belle. 

[Fol. 46. b.] 
The flwt step of J^^ UER8TE 8TAPE OF RI3TUOLNE8SE. 

The 1st ^ of the j)Q uerste jefpe of Je holy gost / makej man milde / 

S^lrth*"^ ^^^ dreduoL j)Q ojjer him make)) zuete / and pitous* 

SJr^d piteous, J^® j^ridde Ynm make}> bri3te to zyenne / and uol of 

andthesrdfviiiof ^^1^ and j^emore hit hatte : fe yefj>e of wytte. 

Vor he make)) man wytuol / and wys. and ame- 

This last gift cast- sure)) allc J)ing. Jjes yef|)e huanne he com)) in-to pe 

eth out t e roo j^^p^ . i)egtrep)j and kest out Je rote and pe zewne of 

that driveth a ire / and of felonye / J)et trouble)) pe herte / and makej 

wit«. p&ne man al oute of wytte. zuo ))et he no fing ne jzi^p. 

This gift eniight- ue uoT him / ne uor opien to lede. Ac fes yefj^e ali3t 

th^^t^i^^C >e herte of ech half / zuo fet hi ne may by y-gj'led of 

guiied. nonen. Ase pe yeffe of pite him make)) innocent : zuo 

))et he nele gyly nenne. pa,nne saint Ion zay)) ine pe 

hoc of zi3J)e ine goste. j)et pe holy man fet wes uol of 

pise goste / wes uol of e3en be-uore and be-hinde. And 

The good men an aiigel ssewede to zacarien pe profete ane ston huer- 

sighte." ii^G werin zeue e3en. fet bye)) pe zeue zi3J)es fet pe guode 

For they see* Into men habbe)). Vor hi zyep bri3tHche / and ine hare 

all about them! hciten / and al abo[u]teham. fetis tozigge. be-ne))e/ 

and aboue / be-uore / and behinde / and of ri3t half / an 

This gift is the of left half. \)es yefpe is pe maister of workes. ))et is to 

zigge / of pe u/rtues of man. uor he de)) al to wylle. and 

It is the line, rule, to pe Hue / and to pe reule / and to pe leade / and to 

lead, and level. 

pe leuelo. He nim)) uerst his p/'zcke. and his boune and 

))et is ))et pe wyse zay)). * Of al fet ))ou sselt beginne : 

loke fane ende. and to huet heauede ))ou sselt come.* 

It makes the line Eft^Tward / he halt liis line, uor he ne he)) bcuore bo 
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ri3te way / and be ri^te onderstondiwge. na3t ase fe of conduct to be 
eddre / ofer ase Je uox. Efterward. he dej) al be reule / 
))et make)> )>ane wal emne / and man be ))e commune 
lyue of pe guode / wyJ)-oute vinde newe hedes. Efter- 
ward he proueb ofte his work mid lead, uor he nimb i* ™«^es the ufe 

' ^ ^ ^ of the good even 

hede bet his tour / ne honed / ne stoupi / ne ari^ftlhalf and uniform. 

'^ . Itmakeshimflnn 

be prosperite : ne alefthalf : be aduersit^. J3es yeffe is and upright 
pnour ine pe cloystre of J>e zaule. J)et lokej) \>e ordre / Il^ndverS^N ^ 
and def hi loki oueraL Verst ine ))e herte [\>et] he)j tuo ^^^^^jj'^*^'' 
zides. J>e onderstondinge. and Jjet wyl. jje skele / and ^J^'**^'**® 
be affeccioim. Huanne bise tuo ziden / acordeb : hi The heart hath 

^ ^ . . . twoBideB: 

make)) wel zuete melodie / and moche uayr seruice. pet i. The under- 

11/1 1 !!• xim-x* standing and will. 

IS huanne wyl wyle / al fet onderstondinge tekp ol 2. The reason and 
guode. and guod wil \ie\p : fet scele onderstant. nou when the»eao- 
onderstand wel Jjise tuo ziden / |>et bye)) ine pe zaule / ^^t^i'i^^*" 
hou hy ssolle acordL Ine be one zyde byeb uour lokes / in ««•*» ^deiare 

•^ r J J r / four locks. 

and ine be obre : uour. Vor be skele heb uour offices. Reaaon hath four 

offices: 

pet is uor to acsy. Vor to deme. Vor to be]?enche. 1. To quesUon, 
And to ssewy J?et hi onderstant be worde. And pe ilke si to bethink, 
yefjje tekf J>ane scele / J)et hi ssel lyemi / and acsy. J^^ghT^ords. 
and ine huyche ordre / and ine huiche manere / and to This gift (doom) 

•^ / ' teacheth reason 

huet ende. And fet is wel gmt nied.. Vor to misdo ^*"* ^ ^^^^ "»* 
ine zuiche finges / is wel perilous. He de)) fane sck[e]le 
onderstonde / and to lyemi J?et / Jjet is nieduol and ^^ ^aLbi^ wfd 
profitable / and oneste. and hire vry pdr&^p of pe con- honest, 
frarie. A. god hou me lyest fane time and costni[n]gge ^®^* *'• *'^ 
uor to lyemi fing fet najt ne is worf bote to ydele 
bhsse / ojjer to zewne Ac pe holy gost be Jjise yef|>e h^i^^qk^^u 
tekb li^tliche. and makeb man lyemi ordeneliche / bet ^^ ™*n ^^^a' ^ 

^ ' r J / r most needfW for 

is mest nyed to pe zaule to pe loue of god. and al thesouitoieam, 

makef to done ine ri^te onderstondinge / and to 113 te 

ende / fet is jje worssipe of god. and uor pe profit of ^'i^Jd^u own**' 

his zaule. and uor to helpe his nixte. Efterward he p^'oA^ 

de)> fane skele wel to zeche fet zofe of finges. and 

namehche hou hi ssel beleue. Wel beleue is huawne ^® teaches the 

soul right belief, 

me belefj) simpleliche al fet god made. zayf. and hat/ thati8,tobeiieva 
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without doubt wvb-oute to moche acsi / and Tfyb-oute to zeche be red 

whatever God has . , 

made, said, or of god / and pQ dyepnesse of his domes / and |>e 

hejnesse of his mageste / and pe skele of his ojes. Wei 

True beuef is not beleue is / huawne me ne lefb ne to rabe. ne to late, ne 

hasty or slow. ,1 ; •• . 

It examines and to alle / ne tq nonen. uor ^e on and pe oper : zuo is 

i^t!* nice / ase zayj) seneke. Efterward wel acsi : wile wel 

itdoesnot meddle deme. Wel to deme be-longe)> Jjet me najt ne anfermi : 

donotbeioilgtoit. ^0^ °iG hit habbe wel of-acsed. and panne bote-yef me 

by ziker : Jjet me ne entremetti to deme Jjing pet najt 

to him ne belongejj / ase bye|> pe Jjinges anhyalde. pe 

onderstondinges of herten / of jjinges )>et ne mo3e torni 

to pe ri^thalf / and to pe lefthaK / Jet me his onder- 

This gift enables stowde ari3t ine pe guode half. Jjawne ])es gost / be J)ise 

guish between yefjje / make)> )>ane scele wel to deme / and knawe 

good and evil. ari3t. and to destincti be-tuene pe guode )>inges and pe 

between little kueade. be-tuene pe greate kueades and pe lesse. be- 

gn»ter. tiiene pe little guodes / and J>e more. Vor he de)) ech 

J)ing praysy / ase hit is be rijte woTp. Efberward he 

dejj psme scele be]>enche. uor he be-jengjj to pe mawne / 

al )>et him is nyed / ase god zayJ) ine his spelle. J5e 

It causes man to J)ingos ))et bycjj y-pased / he hise dej> be]>enche. Jje 

needful Uungs |>inges Jjct bye J) present / he de)> lus onderstonde / and 

To understand to y-zy. pe ))inges J)et bye J) to comene : he de J poruay / 

seetCSihigs ^ud ordayny. and fise byejj pe pn deles of pe u/^-tue of 

to<?ome. prudence be pe filosofe. Efterward he makejj Jjane 

It makes man to sccle be mesuTC speke / and ble]?eliche by stille. and 

sUenti^' season; sp^ke oiinefe. ZUO J)et J?e speche come rajjre te pe uile : 

J)a7me to pe tonge. Jjet hi by y-we^e ase guode moneye 

and y-proued. ase zay J. Salomon. |)et is Jet hi by of 

guode matire / ase of guod metal and of guode ssepje / 

so that each word Jet is of guode mauere y-speke. and hi habbe his ii3te 

weight nSther wy 3te / and his ri3te tale. Jet is Jet Jer ne by ne to 

i'^''^ "'*' ^ moche / ne to lite / and Jet hi by wel bezet. uor guod 

moneye / ne guod word / me ne ssel na3t y[e]ue uor 

na3t. Huerof zayJ ous god ine his spelle. Jet we ne 

Throw not pearls • . x , t^ 

before swine. Jrauwe iia3t oure py-e-ciouse stones to-uore Je zuyn. Jjes 
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yeipe acorde]) / and ordeynejj / J>e ojjer half of J>e herte. ^?^*!_f /* governs 
beft] is be wyl / huerof per bye]) uour deles. Loue. The wui hath 

four focoltieSy 

Drede. Blisse. and zorje. Jjet is / pet he habbe pet he love, dread, bii»«, 
ssel / and ase he ssel / and asemoche ase me sseL when the»e four 
and ])et me yleue alsuo ])et me ssel / and ase me ssel jll^io^ then^they 
and ase moche [ ase me sseL Huawne Jjise uour *""'*°*^*^^" 
deles byejj atamed / paime zayjj me Jjet jje man is 
attempre. Ase me zayj) of one rote / o])er of one herbe / 
])et hi is attempre / huawne hi is ne to chald / ne to 
hot / ne to wet. Alsuo ase to ])e bodye of man / come]) (Foi. 47. b.] 
alle eueles uor J>e destempringe of piae uour qt^alites / A«aiibodUy evils 
o])er of J)ise uour humours : alzuo of J>e herte of pe "distempering" 
manne come]) alle J>e uices / and alle pe zennes be pe humw!?^ 
distewperance of jjise jjeawes. Huanne piae tuo ziden J^^tt^^Sltem- 
of J>e herte byej) acorded and y-ordayned. ])et is pe ^^^^^^^^^ 
scele and ])et wyl. Jjawne is pe man ordine wyj)-inne 
hiTT^-zelue. bet byeb be tuo roten of be rote of ane wel Theroouofthe 

. ' - . treeof"right- 

uayre trawe. jjet is of ane wel uayre uirtue J)et me ftdness'-area 

clepej) ri3tuolnesse. Rijtuolnesse is propreliche / fet »on and a subdued 

me dej) be dome ri3tuol and trewe / ne to nesssse / ne to ^^^ 

hard / wyp-oute bou3inge to pe one half/ ne to pe Rightfulness is 

ojjren. Huanne me gej) uor]) onlepiliche / and a-ri3t ase conduct. 

line. Vor riatuolne^se ne is ober bins bote onince / it is nothing else 

Tx , . . , . 1 than union and 

pet IS trew])a Huo J)et hej) Jjise utrtue : he is guod truth, 

iustise and wys. uor he ne deJ) noping bote hit by wel virtue is a good * 

ofacsed and y-trid / ase ssel do pe guode demere. •»<* ''**«J^^8e- 

banne be uerste stape of bise u/?i;ue is / bet be The first step of 

' ' ' this virtue is that 

man by guod demere of his 03ene herte. uor he ssel a man be a good 

guo in-to him-zelue / and ysy his inwyt and wel ex- heart** °^^ 

amini his J)03tes / and his wylles ])et hi bi guode : o))er 

kueade. and al ordayny to pe lokinge of scele / zuo pet 

pe wyl and jje scele : by of one onynge. Vor ase zayp virtue, saith st 

sain bemard. *mrtue ne is non o))er ping : bote pe union ofp ' * 



onynge of scele /and of wille.* pet is huanne wyl comp "*^<*''^*^ 
wyp-oute wypzigginge. speke / and maky / and do to that is. when the 
worke pet scele zayp / and ssewep / and tekp. w o ys reason. 
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The second »tep h^ obER BTAPE OP RWrTluOLNESSE. 

ofrightfulnew. ^ J ?L J 

The second step Of J)ise uiHue Jje opQT stapc is. pet me by ri^tuol dem- 

body in proper ere / and healde ri^tuolliche / Jje line of ri3te. betuone 
on. j^.^ , ^^^ ^^^ ^ onder him. Jjet is his bodi J>et he hep 

to loki. huich he ssel zuo norissi ; ]>et he mo^e semi / 
Reason should be and ZUO teche / and chasti : Jjet he wyle bou^e. Vor 
tween the spirit f® sccle ssel by ase a trewe arbytres be-tuene pe gost<3 , 
and the flesh. ^^^ ^^ ulesse pet bye J) alneway stnuinde. fet ssel loki 
So that the spirit bet rijt / of One half: and of obre. Ine zuiche manejx? 

be lord of the » y i * 

body. pet jje gost by guod Ihord / and pet body : by guod 

For Oiere Is great s^^^'^^- ^OM is hit gTrtt nyed to hyealde in pise half 
need that moder- oueral piituolnesse / and mesure / ine mete / and ine 

atlon should be ^ ' ' ' ^ 

observed In meat, drinke / and ine clopinge / and ine hosiynge / and ino 

clothing. ssoinge. and ine alle pe pinges pet / pet bodi acsep. 

. Vor hit wel ofte bou^p more to / to * moche : panne to 

The five wits of pe Htlo. Eft^ward hit behouep pe vif wyttes of po 

under the author- bodio wel lede / and rede, be scele / and be rit^uol- 

y o reason. nesse / ZUO pet ech serui of his office wyp-oute zewne / 

and wyp-oute wypniminge. Ase pe e^en : to zyenne. 

Jje yearen : to hyere. Jje nase : to ssmelle. J3e moup : 

to zue[l]3e / and to sspcke. J3e honden / and al pet body : 

When these five to vele. Huawne bise vif wyttes bveb wel v-loked 

wits are weU , . , .,.;,, / , 

guarded, then is pawne IS pe castel ziker / and ysset. pet byep pe gates 
for^yarothr* ^^ J® zaule. pet byep pe wyndowes huerby comp in / po 
gutoj^andwindows ^^^^ ^^^ ^ j,^ ^^^ / aso zayp pe profete. 

The third step of JjE JjRIDDE ST APE OF RI9[t]U0LNE88B. 

rightAilness. 

[Foi.48.a.] )?e pridde stape of pise utrtue is. pet pe man by 

The third step of g«od demere. and hyeapjde ri3tnesse be-tuene him : and 

nwnjud^sbe- f^^ P^^ 18 bcuore him. pet byep pe pinges of time / pet 

iXhe Ihin^ destruep ofte and bodi and zaule / huawne me dep perto 

thftt'CbTtWeen ^ Dioche / ase dop pe nipinges and pe couaytous. and 

himself and tern- alle bo bet be wordle louieb to moche. bet habbeb zuo 

poral possessions. r w w f w t 

The covetous are pe herteu eugr/ned ine pe dyeules nette / ase zayp lob. pet 
devil's nets. to timlicho [cyse] ' / and to nyedes wyp-oute / pet to hare 
' tyse or lo%t seems wanting here to complete the sense. 
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lierten hi ne 111036 guo in / ne hare lif ordayny. Jjawne 

hit yualb bet hit is zop / bet senekes pe wyse zayjj / jjet aii sin who take 

. • n ™oro care for the 

we be pan zene^f alle / and fonuons pet of pe parties of things of life than 

pe Hue ech penche / and is soigneus. ac of al pe line to 

ordayny non ne pencp / ne studep. Nou is panne wel 

grat nied pet me ne do na^t to moche pe herte ine pise set not the heart 

_ 1 ' 1 1 too much on out- 

pmges wyp-oute. Vor huo pet hiw dep to moche perto : ward things, lest 
he ualp in pe hate / and ine pe couaytise of pe wordle / covetousnesT ^ 
pet is pe rote of alle uices / ase we habbep be-uore 2J^!^|'® "*^* **' 
y-ssewed 

JjE UErJJE ST ape of RI3TUOLNESSB. The fourth step of 

rightfuhieea. 

Jje uerpe stape of pise m'rtue is. Jjet man clierliche ^he fourth step of 
yzi ane his ri^thalf. pet is pet he nime hede to ham pet 23*^ tholfwho 
byep guode / pet byep ase ane his ri^t zyde. and pet of "® good, and foi- 
pe guode / and of pe wyse / he nime wyt / and uorbysne. wnp^e. 
Ac ine bise zide hit be-houeb hyealde ri^tuolnesse and Wscretion is here 

' X ^ y yg,^ needful. 

discrecioiL Vor al uolc ne mo3e na3t guo be one waye. aii folk have not 

ne alle pe guode / ne alle pe wyse / ne habbep na3t one- nor have the 

lepi grace, alsuo ase pe lemes of pe bodie / ne habbep jiune°offl<«. ^ 

na3t onelepi office, and perof byep uele herton nouices 

of pan / ase zayp pe hoc of collacions of holy uaderes / 

pet dra3t of pe perfeccion of u/rtue. Vor huawne hi 

yzep ane man wel y-mad pet wyle profiti ine on stat / Some novices en- 

oper ine one grace : anon hy willep / and him y-lycho the special virtu^ 

wyllep by. And huawne hi eft yzyep anoprene / pet ^ m»nynien, 

ine anoper stat / dep manie guodes : alsuo hi wyUep 

and yemep efter. an alsuo to pe pridde / and to be and so attain to 

. ^ none. 

uerpe / ne to nonen ham ne zettep. po byep ase is. pe They are uke the 
yonge grihound / pet is yet al nouis / pet yemp efter IhAtrJ^lfUT^ 
eche beste / pet yemp beuore him. and ne makep bote J^^ ^ * ** 
hiw weri and his time lyese. )>erof zet ysopes pe fable [ewwipim*.] 
of pe little hounde and of pe asse. pe hond at eche time The fable of the 
pet he yhyerp [pet] his Ihord comep horn, he yemp to-yens J^^'tSe ^^^ "^^ 
him / and Ihapp aboute his zuere. and be Ihord him Th«ho"ndwei. 

I irr r comeshis master's 

makep uayr chiere / and hiyn froteb / and makeb ' hiyw home-coming by 

'^ *^ ' ^ ' ' ^ fawning and rub- 

' maker in MS, 
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bing and fair greate feste. \)e asse him be-jjo^te / Jjoub ssolde ich 
do / and zuo wolde mi Ihord me louie. Betere he ssolde 
me maki ioye / pet ich semi eche daye panno ])ifle 

The AM attempta hounde bet him serueb of na^t 1 hit nes najftl longe efber- 

to follow the dog's '^ r ^ ?L J -o 

example, ward J>et pe asse ne yzej his Ihord come horn : he begin]) 

and throws his -• i . 

feet about his to Iheape / and yemp to-yens him. and him ])rau]) J)e 

and is well beaten net aboutc his zucre / and begin]) zinge grat-liche. J)e 

s pains. gergons pet hit y-ze3e / nome steues / and byete psne 

asse rijt to Jje uoUe, And jjerof Jjet he wende habb[e] 
By such fables wor])8sipe / and guod : he hedde ssame and harm. Be 
[FoU48.b.) zueche fables wes y-woned pe "wyse man teche his 
taught h^ house- mayn^ / and be fise uorbisne / he ham ssewede fet hi ne 
iwt to desire vir- ssolle najt wylni to pe graces huer hi ne moje na3t 
ylSTd ttldrl^w^ ^^^^ ^- *^^ f^^ ^^® ^^^^ ^^^f Salomon. * zone ' zayj) 
w^refore take he / * no arere n^t pine e^en to richesses ' / J)et is to 
thou ukest pat- graces fet pe ne ini3t na3t come to. Jjeruore hit w grat 

nyed to habbe discrecion J)et me zi of hnam me may 

uorbysne nimo. 

The fifth step of Jjb VIFTB 8TAPE OP RI3TUOLNE88B. 

itis necessaiy Alsuo hit is giat nyed Jjot Jjo man yzy bryjjjtc anc his 

see clearly right left half and bet is be vifte ioyel / and be vifte stape. 

and left of him. , /, , , / 

On the one side he uor he sscl yzy pe folcs and pe kueade / Jjet byej) ase 
he should have * t^ ^^^ ^^^- ^^^ ^J ^Jp ^ p^ woTso zide. to ham me 
J**'^' ssel nime hede uerst / uor ])an pet he habbe pit^ an com- 

and should avoid passiouiL Efterward uor bet me be-ulv jt hire folye / and 

their folUes. i.- , . , 

Solomon took hire uoilyezmgc / asc zay)) ]je wysc salomow. 'Ichwente* 

^Mdhis°* he zayp *be J)e nine / and be pe ueldes of Jje fole sleii- 

^* uolle. and ize3 f et al hi weren nolle of nettlen and of 

fomes / and of Jjise uorbisne ich habbe y-nome wyt / 

and po[r]ueyonce.' uor me kan zigge : ])et zofte he him 

chaste]) : Jjet be ojjren him chaste]). Efterward / uor 

Discretion u here fan pet me louep more god / be huam man is quit of 

necessary. >•,.,, , 

zuycne zcwnes. Ac moche hit behouep ine pa zyde / to 
We must pity and loki ri3tuolnesse / and discrecion. Vor huanne ich vzv 

not deride fools ' '^ "^ 

and sinners. fane fol and pane zene3ere / ich ssel habbe pit4 / and 
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mid ])olyinge. and na^t maki ])erof bisemers an scomes. 

Ich 8sel alnewav hatve be zenne : and louie be kende. L«t xa hate sin 

'f '^ r ... but love the Bin- 

and wel me behouejj to loky pet ich ne wille ine mine net. 

herte nenne deme. ne me anlicny to nonen. nor jjaj he 

by knead to day: he may by guod to mor^e. and zuich The b«i nun may 

is to day guod : ha may by knead to mor3e. Efterward row. 

ich me ssel ase moche ase ich may wyb-onte misdoinge Try i^ und 

•^ •" ^^ actions aud words 

a-vens ham pave, and c<mdecendre ine dede /and ine to win the siniier 

•^ ^ '^ , , ; backtoQod. 

speche / ham nor to wynne to god. and wyJHii^e uram 
zenne. Vor ase zayjj senekes / and saynt gregorie. * we 
ne moje najt / J>o J>et biej) yualle : a-rere. bote-yef we 
wylle hou J>et hit by to ham bou3e.* 

J)E ZIXTE 8TAPB OP RI3TUOLNBSBB. The sixth itep of 

\)e zixte stape is / Jje zixte e3e : J>et habbejj pe guode The sixth step is 
men. pet is J>et hi yzy bri3tliche be-hinde pe grines and the good have, 
J>e dyeules ginnes / Jjet byej> ous ase be-hinde. Vor pe the'devu's snues. 
vyend ous y-zi3t / and we hiin ne more * ysy. Oure 
vyendes : })et byejj J>e dyeulen / jjet bye]) wel stronge oor enemies are 
and wyse / and sotile and soigneus ous to gyly. Vor itrong, wise, sub. 

tie, and busy as to 

hy ne zuykej) neure ni3t ne day / ac ahieway bieJ) ine beguue. 
way tinge nor ous to gily be hare crefte / an by hire w*^"*^**^ 
ginnes / huerof hi uzej> more ])anne a ])osend maneres. wait to deceive us. 
and ase z&yp saint gregorie. j)e dyeuel yzijp wel sotil- 
liche pe stat of pe mawne / and his manyere / and his JJJ^J^^^^ 
cowiplexioun / and to huet vice he ys mest bou3inde. •«"*«»« *^ 
ober be kende / ober be wone. and of bo half him some he assails 
asayle]) stranglakest. poxae colrik : mid ire: and mid with anger and 
discord. J5ane sangMenien : mid ioliuet^ / and mid with luxury!" 
luxurie. J)ane fleumatike : mid glotonye / and be *"** ^^^ *°^' 
8leau])e. * J)ane melanconien : mid enuie / and mid [Fol 49. a.] 
zorie. And beruore him ssel enrich more defendi of bo 

•^ ' '' Therefore man 

half huer ha yzi3]) )>et his castel is mest fyeble / and must defend the 
aye pe ilke vice ui3te / huer ha zi3j> ]>et he is mest hisc 
asayled. ine zuyche guod / J>et he / ne span nenne. nor 

' ? moy = may. 
* At bottom of page are the catch words and mid »let<\^. 
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he is hardy / and bold, ase pe ilke pet assaylejj godes zone 
his Ihord lesu crist. * Yef pou [wost*] * / zede oure Ihord to 
iob / * ine hou uele wyzen he him desgyzep ' / alsuo ase 

The B irita of ^^^ ^® ^^® ^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ Saynt 

men and angeii denys. * al[l]e ])e angles and J)e guode and Jje kueade / and 
inirror. alle ])e gostes of men bye]) ase a ssewere gostlich. 

The »oui receivM Jjawne ase a ssewere onderua[n]gJ) anhaste alle Jje ssepjjes 
j^'toH sleeping ^id ])e prientes pet come]) him be-uore : alsuo dep J>e 
or waking. ^^^^ ^£ ^^ ma/me / by hit slepinde by hit wakinde. 

One mirror will Noii nim bawne ane mirour and zete hine to-ayens an 

reflect the forms ' 

seen on another. o])ren. an haste aUe fe sisepjjes pet bye J? ine pe onen fou 

sselt yzy ine pe opreiL* Ine zuyche wyse me zayp pet 

Divers forms are fe dyeuel ssewe]) to pe goste zuiche sseppiwges and 

devil upon the * zuiche figUTCS ase he wyle huawne god hit jjolejj / and 

soul of man, ^^ zaule hit onderuangj) al a-ye his wyL and ojjerhuil hit 

just as onen>- is ase to ])e ])03te / o])er ase to pe ymaginacion ase a-ye 

So^iStaLTS^"* mi wyl / me be-houe]) to zyewne and o[n]deraowge ine pe 

pearl of the eye. ^Qxh of pe e^e pe ssepjje of pe pinge pet is him be-uore. 

Nou is hit a wel grat grace of god / and a wel grat 

yefpe of pe holy gost / onderstonde wel pe speches alle / 

of pe dyeule / and knawe wel alle pe uisages. Vor ase 

It u a difficult zayp saynt bemard. hit is wel sotU ping/ and Strang to 

gutah betweenthe cowne / distiucti be-tucue pe pontes pet pe herte pengp : 

iS^lSldlh^ ^^ >^ 1^^ >® ^^^^ • ferinne zet. Huawne he comp 

set there by the qqq uela^c / opcT ase uriend / oper ase chapman, and 

They may easily gsewep pe zewues / hou hi bycb likinde. and lostuolle / 

recognize some of ' ' ' ' 

the devil's li^tliche me may hit knawe. Ac huawne he comb ine 

thoughts, « , / 

but others are gyse of angle / and ssewep pet guod : uor to dra3e to 

more subtle and ,i, ..^i. , , a i 

dangerous. kueade. Jjawne is pe temptacion mest Strang. And 

pereuore zayp saynt Ion. J3et me ne leue na3t pe gostes / 
ac pet me hise prouy erpan pet me hise onderuonge. zuo 

One must try Che 

"ghosts "ere one dop po /pet makep hire srifteuader guod / and holy 

man / and wys / and wel yproued ine zuiche pinges 

tiroliche / to huam hi ssewep ofte / and grat / and smal / 

alio pe p03tes pet to pe herte comep and guode / and 

1 This word is necessary to the sense. 



receive them. 
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kueade. Vor ase zayb Solomons. * y-blyssed he is : bet " BiesMd is he," 

.,,,,,. \ , i^ iaith Solomon, 

alneway IS dreduoL and ine an ofre stede zayp he. *Do "thataiw^sb 
be red al pet pou dest / and efterward hit ne ssel pe 
uorJ)enche.* 

pE ZEUENDE STAPE OF RI3TUOLNESSB. The seventh step 

of rightfalneas. 

Jje zeuende stape / is fe zeuende e3e. \>et hit behoue]) The seventh step 
habbe pet wile habbe J)ise utrtue. J5et is pe ilke J>et an eye thatone ought 
he^ loke]) / ])et he J) god abieway to-uore him. Of J>an and which hath 
zayj) oure Ihord ine his spelle. *Yef pine e^e is simple foreit."*^' 
and clene : al ])i bodi ssel by clyer and bri3t. And yef {^***^*^uf^ 
])in e^e is wycked and dym : al Jji bodi ssel by J>yestre <J"k. 
and dim.' Jjet is to zigge / yef fin onderstondinge of {^H^I^f " 
])ine herte is clen * and simple / and gef uorj) fane ri^te •^v^ 
way ase streng al a-midde pise stapes alle / pet we 
habbe J) y-nemned / pe hyap of J>ine workes ssel by uayr ?J1''**J*2 ^^ ^ 
and clier / and lykinde to god. And yef pe onder- 
stondi[n]gge is wrong, ojjer yef hy tuystej) ofer wypwent ^^ **• **J 
ayen ase dep pe qt^arteus al pe inwyt ssel by piestre / ^*^®'** '^ 
and pe hieap of iiirtues. Vor wyp-oute rijtuolle onder- aims become sin. 
stondinge : elmesse be-comp zenne / and ui'rtue vice. 
pe onderstondinge is simple / panne pe man dep guode 
workes ri3tuolliche uor god. Hy is wrang / huanne he 3"*®j]*°^*"*^|J' 
hise deb uor bank of be wordle / ober uor ydeleblisse. ittriestopiea«» 

'^ / ^ ' '^ ^ the world instead 

Hy tuystep ine tuo : huanne me wylnep of one half to ofOod. 
god : and of operhalf to pe wordle. Ac hi went ayen : 
ase dep pe cerceaus huanne pe man zekp his 03ene note 
in al pet he dep. Nou best pou y-herd pe zeue stapes 
huerby pis trau clifp an he3. 

Of ])E BO3E8 OF RI3TUOLNE8SE. Ofthebooghsof 

rightfulness. 

J5e bo3es of pise trawe : byep pe zeuen principals There are seven 

uiHues / pet ansueriep' to pe zeue vices, ase dep bo3sam- i. obedience, 

nesse a-ye prede. Loue : a-ye enuye. Mildenesse : 3 J^diess. 

a-ye felhede. Prouesse : a-ye slacnesse. Largesse : a-ye J- fj?!J!JJ'; 

scarsnesse. Chastete : a-ye lecherie. Sobret^ a-ye glo- •• chwtity. 

^ ^ ^ 1. Sobriety. 

» Written dene in MS. » Written amwerie^ in MS. 
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The«e seven vir- touny3. Jjise zeues u/rtues lokejj and ledej> wel 113 te 
aright the gbott and wel zikerliclie bane gost of wytte bet hise let be })e 

waye of njtuolnesse. ase zayj) Salomon, be nuicne waye : 
DiMretion u the discrecion and scele / ])et is ])e cartore of uirtues. ase 
and the rudder of zayf sant bemard. and jje rofer of Jje ssipe of fe zaulo 
the Boii' ** ^ 1®^ ^^^ brengj) uorjj. fet hi ne guo na^t amis ari3thalf 

ne alefbhalf. and ])us hi profitej) and wexej) and berej) 

frut to pQ uoUe. Jjeruore psjine pet Jje uirtue of ri^tuol- 
without die- nesse / be discrecioun him ssewej) ine alle pe workes of 
comeevice. opTQ uirtues. and wyjjoute J>ise / alle J>e ojjre uirtues 

Thew eeven vir- lyeze]) Jjane name of mrtue : and become]) nices. Zigge 
tioned are the ich wel / pet in on wyt / pise zeue u/rtues be-uore yzed 
and^they produce ^J^p p^ bo3es of ri3tuolnesse and al Jjet fnit of guode 
th«^ft^t of good ^Qj.]jgg j^^ Qf i^am wexep / belongej) to pise trawe. 

Nou onderstan[d] wel hou pegreate maister of uirtues ous 
"BieMedbe spekj) of bise utrt[u]e / uor hi ne is n£^t ine his reule. 

thoee," said 

chrut, - who in * Yblessed bye J) po )>et ri3tuolnesse hiealdep oueral / and 
diecretion." ine alle pinges habbej) discrecion and mesure wyjK)ute 

nusniraynge.' Vor we ne habbep hire onneaJ>e y-wonne. 

Vor non ne is pet ne misnimp ine uele mane^-es. And 
He does not s«7 beruore OUS co?iforteb wel zueteliche oure zuete maisteFrl 

blessed be they '^ . 

who sin not, lesu ciist huawue he ne zayp na3t. 'y-bUssed byep po pet 

ne zene3ep ne misnimep / ac dop al be ri3tuolnesse / and 

but "blessed be be lincne.* Ac he zayb wel cortaysliche uor to conf orti 

they who weep," ^ •'^ "^ 

pe zenuoUe. * Yblissed byep po pet wepep / uor hy ssoUe 

by conforted.* J)et is to zigge : po byep yblissed : pet 

that is. who see yzyeb and onderstondeb and knaweb wel hire defautes : 

andknow their "^ •^ ' ^ ^ 

touits, ine alle pise zeue poyns of ri3tuolnesse pet we habbep 

"^"* *f«S^ ^®^ y-nemned / and peruore wepep and byep zor3uol 

shis. pet hi uindep zuo ofte onri3t / huer hi ssolden healde 

The world ucau and uindc riatuolnesse. Vor beruore is be wordle 

ed the vale of ^ '7^ 

t«*rs, y-cleped pe dane of tyeares. and non ne may ine pe 

wordle libbe : wyp-oute tyeares pet hep onderuonge pe 
because none may yefpe of wyt / huerof WO habbep yspeke. Jjanne be- 
that hath the gift houep ase zayp Salomon, uor huo pet mest can / and 
meat zy3p pe zoT3e8 and pe kueades of pe wordle : pe 
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more hep zoi^e to his herte / and tyeares / and wepinges. [Fol 50. •.] 
And bus beginb bis wordle to tyeny. And be more bet sorrow mubm 

^ ^ r r J J r '^numto diallke the 

tyenejj pis Hf : J>e more me wylnej) J>et oper. And world, 
J>erof wexej) oJ>re tyeres uor pe wylninge of pe opre line, imd to desire the 
Nou sselt J)0u pus penche. Zix maneres of tyeres pet six manner of 
pe holy man hep ine pise wordle be pe yefpe of wytte. gheddeth.**^™*^" 
J)e uerste comep of pet me zy3t pet me hep god ofte ]^^J^^^ 
ywreped be po3te / be speche / and be dede. J3e oper ^^^ ^^^^^ 
comp perof pet me yzi3p pe greate tormens hidouse come becaui© of 
an eurelestinde of helle. Huerof ech man ssel habbe ofheii. 
grat drede. Jje pridde wexep of pe kueades / pet me s. The rofferings 

of the good. 

yzi3p pe guode polye. J)e uerpe comep of pe zennes pet 4. The sin. of the 
pe kueade dop. J)e vifte uor pise liue pet'tyenep / and ^wwinewof 
uor pe opre pet dep auerst. J)e zixte comp of deuo- ^j^of^e 
cioun and of grat plente and of blisse of pe presense of J^**p^*^^j^j^^ ^^ 
lesu exist / and of pe uelinge of pe holy gost. and pise ^u»« <»«*•<* ^ 
byep ari3t ybHssed pet zuo wepep / uor hi ssolle by Christ and the 

« , . . . 1 , . Holy Ghoet. 

y-conforted ase zayp pe wntmge. Alsuo ase pe nonce a* the nurwcom- 
confortep pet child pet wepp. uor hi wypep pe e3en / theeywofthT 
and him kest / and hi dep him le3e be strengpe. alsuo ^««pin« <*iid. 
ssel do oure Ihord to ham bet wepeb ine bise wordle ase •<> <""• ^^^ «>«»• 

f ^ f^ ^ forte the moum- 

ich habbe yzed. Vor he wyle zuo wypi hare e3en / pet en. 
neuremo ne ssolle wepe / ne ne ssoUe yuele kuead ne Bvennore shau 

^ ' ^ they be with God, 

zone. Ac euremo ssolle by myd god ine paise and ine in peace, laughing, 

and biles. 

Ie3inge and ine blisse wyp-oute ende. 

Of J)B YBFJJB of STRENgJJE. Of the gift of 

strength. 

Nou we habbep yspeke of yefpes and of utrtues / we have spoken 

already of the 

pet gouemep po pet ine pe wordle libbep mid pe lo3este virtues which 
of pri states / huerof we habbep beuore y-speke. Nou Se world.*** 
ssoUe we mid pe helpe of pe holy gost speke of pe Nowweshau 

speak of those 

yefpes and of pe u/rtues pet more propreliche belongep virtues which bc- 
to ham pet pe wordle onworpep / and to pe he3e helle that despisethe 
of perfeccion wylnep. Of pan zayp propreliche lob. Lifetfmanon 
pet lyf of man ope pe erpe : is aae kny[3]thod. Vor J^J^m duS^ 
mannes lyf ine pe erpe : is ase borgeysye. Nou yzi3 ^'^v- 

II 
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THE GIFT OF 8TRBN0TH. 



Much has the oue 
of new and diverse 
thoughts. 



and strives to be 
rich and esteem- 
ed. 

The knight de- 
sires to act ooort- 
eously And liber* 
ally, 

and to porchase 
flune and high 
station. 

Some men keep 
from great sins, 
do penance, Ac-, 
and it suflBoeth 
them if they may 
be saved at last. 

Others are dis- 
gusted with 
worldly perils, 
sins, and pains, 
and have no peace 
of mind. 

CPoL 50. b.] 
They see no 
treasure to be 
compared to Ood's 
love, 

and had they 
Ck>d'8 love, peace 
of hearty and Joy 
of soul, they 
would think them- 
selves more than 
emperors. 



When God gives 
man the gift of 
strength. 

He gives him a 
new, noble, and 
hardy heart, 

that enables him 
to endure all the 
world's threaten- 
fngs. 



He only is wise 
who despises 
harm for his 
ftiend, L e. Ood. 



ane yougue boryeis and ane newene kiii3t. Mochel 
habbej) foe of uele J)03tes newe diuerees and wyluoUe. 
pe borgeys wylnejj to chapfari / an to wynne and to 
gaderi. and J>e ende of his wylle is al ]>erto : J>et ha by 
riche ine guodes. and ine his toune y-worjjssiped. pe 
kny3t newe / ge]) al anoJ)eme way. Vor he wihiej) 
corteysyea to done / an largeliche yeue / and knyjjjthod 
to lyemy and guo to armes. kueades to J>olye / ssevry 
prouesses. porchaci los / and ine he^e stat cliua ])ise 
tuo states we zye]) aperteliche ine tuo manures of uolke. 
huerof J>e on is / J>et wel ham wyllej) uram greate zenne 
loki / do penonce. yeue elmesse. hyealde godes hestes / 
and of holy cherche and wel ham hit were yno3 / yef hi 
mijte ate ende be * zuo moche by y-borje. Jjise byep ine 
guod stat / and wel haw mo^e souL pe of re byep to 
huam pet pe wordle ai;ioy]^ nor J>e p^ils and J>e zennes 
and de^ pinen / huerof hi is al uoL zuo pet non ne may 
habbe pays of herte / ne stedeuest inwyt. Hi yzej) of 
oJ>er half pet per ne is no tresor ])et mo3e* by worf to 
godes loue. no zuyetnesse zuo grat : ase pays of herte. 
no blisse of pe wordle J>et by worJ> j U> pe blisse of 
klene inwyt. zuo ham ]>ing]) and wel hit is zoJj / J>et 
huo J)et J>ise pri )>inges may winne : he ssolde by more 
)>anne emperour. ac J>et is zuo grat Jjing fet ueawe per 
byejj zuiche / J>et dorre p\&e niminge makL ac huanne 
god yeip to pe manne pv&e grace, and J>e ilke yeffe fet 
me clepej) pe gost of streng])e. he hym yeff ane newe 
herte / ane noble herte / and hardi Noble : uor to 
onworjji al fet pe wordle mai behote / and yeue. 
Hardyesse uor to ])olie aUe pe kueadnesse J>et J>e wordle 
may freapni. And of pise hardiesse spekp oure uader 
huanne he zede. J>et * yblyssef byef ])o pet habbejj 
honger and porst / of ri3tuolne8se.* Salomon zayjj. pet 
* he is ri3tuol / pet onworpep lus harm / uor his uryend' / 
pet is uor god / pet is ri3t urend. And saint bemard 
zayp. * he ne is na3t ri3tuol / pet ne yzi3p na3t ine his 
^ ^ MS. 3 So in MS. » more ? 
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herte : and uelj) / and onderstant / |jet he is yeldere. 

and a-yens god of treujje / toppe alle f ing.' J)e ilke pet Man is a debtor 

zojjliche wylnej) mid al his herte to yelde pise dette to 

gode / pe ilke is of J>an / huerof oure Ihord spekp 

huawne he zede. Jjet Jje ilke byep yblissed / pet habbep Bi^Med aro thow 

honger / and porst : uor ri^tuolnesse. he ne zayf na3t / ^^ huntfor and 

* y-blissed hi byef po fet habbe]? / ofer Jjet do]? ri^tuol- eouanesa, 
nesse : ac Jjo J>et habbef honger and porst/ Vor pis 
ri3tuolnes8e ne may by yhyealde / ne fis dette ne may Thig riRhtfainesB 
by uoUiche y-yolde / ine J)ise wordle. Ac ine ])ise ^i;;^1^2lf/ 
wordle hi is y-wylned / and ine fe of re / y-payd. ^^''is desired here 
Jjeruore ne zayjj na^t cure guode Ihord and mayster. »"«! ««'!»» '^e 

* )3o bye J) yblissed pet pise rijtuolnesse ssoUe do / and pet chriat does not 
pise dette ssolle yelde.' Ac he zayp wel cortayslaker / wcssod w^ have 
ase he pet wot oure pouerte. 'Yblissep* byep pe ilke JJ^,,'*^^^'*"' 
pet of pise ri3tuolne8se / habbep honger / and porst.' 

Vor he ne aksep na3t pet we him yelde hyer his dette / 

ac hit is hiw yno3 / yef we habbep guod wyl to yelde. ^* ^^^^ *" 

Jjis wylninge hua;2ne hi is zop in herte / behouep pet he it in their hearts. 

hit ssewy be dede. Vor ase zayp Salomon. * non ne may 

bet uer ine his bosme hede / bet his robe ne heme.' bis '^^ ^®?*'« "• 

'^ ' ' *^ hiblt« itself in 

ssewynge ne may bi wyp-oute mrtue / and wyp-oute virtue and in 

prouesse. Vor be wytnesse / ne by playtinge : me ne 

prouep na3t pet he by guod kny3t / ac be moche dede ^"^SuiuS^ir 

of armes / and be moche poliynge / and to y-leste. "J*^** ^ ^^ ^*^^ 

And pet is pe uerpe u^rtue / pet pe holy gost yefp to 

be manne uor to strepe of al : in aL be uerbe vice. Pro^«« "trips 

•' *■ * * man of sloth and 

pet is pe zenne of sleawpe and of onlosthede. Jjis idleness, 
uirtue is of zuo greate dignet6 / pet amang alle pe opre 
mrtues / pis one berp propreliche be him-zelue pane 
name of / mrtue. Vor mrtue / and prouesse is al on. ^^^^^^ ^* *"" 
Jjise m'rtue / god yefp to his sergons / huanne he his ^ ^^^11*' nj. 
wile maki kni3te8 / ase he dede to his apostles at lokes. apo8tle^ 
of huam we redep / pet hi weren zuo dreduol / pet hi 
ne ' dorste guo out of hare house / alhuet hi weren mid 



» So in MS. '^ no in MS. 

11 • 



who nevertheless 
were timid and 
cantious. 
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THE FIRST STEP OF PROWESS. 



[Pol. 51. a.] 



J>ise u//'tiie yarmed. Ac more hi yeden ledinde blisse / 
hiianne me dede Imvi seame and hardnesse. 



Tlie division of 
virtue (prowess). 

The old philoso- 
phers divided 
this virtue into 
six parts. 

Our Lord added 
a seventh point. 

1. Magnanimity. 

2. AfBance. 
8. Security. 
4. Patience. 

6. Stedfastness. 
0. Magnificence. 

7. Hunger and 
thirst of right- 
eousness. 



Magnanimity is 
highness, great- 
ness, nobleness of 
wllU and of great 
aspirations. 

The first division 
of it is prowess— 
a noble contempt 
ofdifllculties. 



The second is 
rationalenterprise 
of difficult tilings. 



He who has this 
virtue thinks but 
little of the cares 
of the world. 



counting them 
no more than a 
spider's web. 



Solomon truly 
said, "All is 
vanity." 

The world is 
vanity, lu 1 Ml 
ofvaiii'y. 



J3E TO-DELINGE OF U/iTTUES. 

J3e filozofes J)et of fise mrtues dro3en / hi to-delden 
fise mrtues ine zix deles, fet byejj ase nx stapes / 
huerby pise uiHues cliuej> / and profitej). Ac oure 
master Jjet made J)e filozofes / and filozofie. J>et is lesu 
crist : he zet / J>ane zeuende poynt. J3e nerste poynte 
of prowesse / hi clepiej) / magnanimity. J3e oJ>er : 
fiannce. J3e J>ridde : zikemesse. j)e uerjje ; Jjolyinge. 
J3e uifbe : stedeuestnesse. J5e zixt : magnificence. J)e 
zeuende pet oure mayster zette : hatte honger and Jjorst 
of ri3tuolne8se. Jjise mrtues me ne may n£^t propre- 
liche nemni ase onderstondinge hise to-di^t / ine latin. 
Magnaniniite is he3nesse. gratnesse. and noblesse of 
wylhede / huerby pe man is hardi ase lyon / and of 
greate niminge. Jjis uirtue hep tuo delles.* greate pinges 
onworjji. and wel grater to nime an hand / and to 
chiese. Of pe uerste dele : zayf zaynt austin. Prowesse 
is / huawne corage onworpej) / al Jjet ne is n^t in his 
pouer. \)et is al Jjet he may lyese / wylle hiwi nolle 
him. And seneke zayj). * amang wordleliche Jjinges / no 
fing ne is grat / bote herte / Jjet greate finges onworjjej).* 
Of J>e ofre dele zayp pe filozofe. Jjet * magnanimity / is 
renable niminge of he3e Jjynge / and dreduoL* Huo fet 
Jjise m'rtue hej) : he jzi^p pe wordle uram uer. ase zayj) 
ysaye. pe profete. And pua him Jjingf al pe wor[d]le lite / 
ase a sterre hit Jjinc]? to ous. Jjawne al pe wordle / and 
aUe pe bisyhedes / and pe greate niedes of pe wordle 
him JjingJ) ase na^t. and Jjeruore hise ne prayze]) n£^t / 
bote ase pe web of pe spijjre. Jjanne Salomon huanne he 
hedde al pe wordle y-went. and of alle ])inges / and of 
foles / and of wyse ystnued. he zayde his dom ine zuiche 
manere. * ydelnesse. ydehiesse. ydelnesse. and al Jjet ich 
izi : is ydelnesse.* ]>et is to zigge / J>e wordle is ydel- 
nesse. and zuo hi is al uol of ydelnesse. And pe man 
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Mwi-zelf uor huam be wordle is v-mad : zuo is al vdel- ti»*« ufe flies as » 

,. . „ ^ shadow. 

nesse. uor me mm is alle manere ydelnesse / ase zai]) it« cares are as 

]?e sauter. ydeliiesse / be steruinge. Vor his lyf uli^f 

ase ssed. ydelnesse / be bysihede. Vor J>ise bysyhedes 

bye^ ase meteles. Ydelnesse / be kueadnesse. Vor Theflwt step then 

■1. ,, 1/, ...... .of 'his virtue is 

ze/ine mm make]) more na^t / ])anne J>ing ])et is ine ])e to despise the 
worddle. Nou is ])a/iiie J)e uerste del of pise m'rtue. 
Jjet him dejj J>e wordle onwor])i / ase habbej) ydo ine 
ariere and ]>e filozofe payen. and J>e holy cmtene man. 
J?e o])er del is zuo / ])et hi make]) ])ane way of perfec- The wcond is to 
cion to nimene. and ])et lyf pet zuo moche ssewep ssarp / the way ofpor- 
an dreduol to chiese. Jjet is pe way pet let in-to pe ethtothehiUof 
helle of god. pet is ine pe stat of perfeccion. J)et is pe 
way of pnu^ red / of oure Ihorde / pet he ssewede to 
his apostles ine pe heUe / huerof pis bok spekp. J5eme This way choose 
way chy[e]zep po. to huam ne is na3t yno3 to loki / pe only keep ood's 
hestes of god / huerto hi byep y-hyealde. and wyllep ^***^ 
uoluelle his redes / huer hi ne byep na3t be dette y- 
hyealde / ase byep po / pet letep al pet hi habbep : uor but forsake aii 
god. and y[e]uep ham to sterue / uor pe loue of hi^w : pet sake, 
starf uor ham. oper ine pe londe be-yende pe ze / bper [Foi. si. b.] 
ine anopre stede. And ase dop po / pet uorletep / and both goods and 
al onworpep uor god. and guodes. and uryendes. and selves. 
haTW-zelue. and makep ham-zelue prelles of opren pet They become the 
weren vry. and makep ham-zelue poure : pet weren and endure * 
riche : oper myjten by. hy dop ham to polye grat P"^*"^* 
ssarpnesse / pet hedden ine pe wordle : greate lostes. They put them- 
ase byep manie / pet byep ine religion, and of herte / hardships, 
and of bodie. Vor htel is worp to by ine religion / *■ "^ny ^o who 

' have entered a 

Oper ine ssarpnesse of penonce / yef pe herte ne is na3t religious order, 
perto. Vor pe clopinge / ne makep na^t fane monek. ^^?i?"2l| u* 
ne pe annes pane kny^t : ac pe guode herte / and pe but the good 

dedes of prOUeSSe. deeds of prowess- 

bE obBR 8TAPB OF PROUESSE. The second step 

'^ '^ of prowess. 

be ober stape of bise uirtue is : beleaue. Vor huo The second step 

*^ r r r U to believe. 

pot hep pane guode way ynome / hit be-houep pet he Belief enables 
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THE THIRD STEP OF PROWESS. 



man to pursue 
the good path, 



and to withstand 
the Rssailings of 
the devil, world, 
and the flesh. 



The flesh says, 
I cannot forsake 
my old habits. 
The world pur- 
sues him like an 
escaped thied 
The devil si^s, 
" Wretch, what 
wUtthoudo?" 



God's new knight 
undergoes these 
assaults. 

By 8ted£ut belief 
he fears not, 



for whom God 
will help none 
may harm. 



him hyealde vestliche ine his wylle / and fet he liabbe 
guode beleaue ine god / Jjet he him noluelle pet he hej) 
agonne. Jjise uirtue hi clepiejj / beleaue. hi is wel 
nyeduol a-ye ))e asayHnges of J>e wordle / of J>e ulesse. 
and of ])e dyexile. J>et stranglaker asaylej) Jjane man ate 
a-gynninge. Jjet uless him zayf. ych ne may J>olye Jjis 
lyf / ne mine ealde wones lete. J3e wordle zekj) effcer / 
uor ]jan to wyj>dra3e / ase me zekjj ane Jjyef huanne he 
is ascaped of Jje pr/sone. J)e dyeuel him zayjj. * wrechche 
huet wyltou do / hueruore ))e yelst J>e zuo. Vor J>ou 
mi^test pe o])erlaker wel wytye.' Jjise byej> J>e uerste 
asaylynges / fet godes newe knyjt J>ole]) : fet pangp to 
Wynne Jje regne of heuene. Ac huawne he him yef)) to 
god be guode an stedeueste be-leaue / he ne he]) none 
hede. Vor he is jje treweste urend / J)et may / and 
can / and wyle / his o^ene loki. and huam J>et god wile 
helpe : no ping him ne may dene. 



The third step of 
prowess. 

The third step of 
prowess is se- 
curity (or confi- 
dence), 
whore bv one 
dreadeth not the 
perils before one's 
eyes. 

The Holy Ghost 
causes man by 
tliis gift to under- 
take great things. 



He makes him 
confident as a 
Uon. 

As the new 
knight desires 
tournament, so 
does he desire 
peril and death. 
8t Aguce went 
to torment as 
joyftilly *5 if to 
a wedding. 



j)E JjRIDDE 8TAPE OP PROUE8S[e]. 

pe pridde stape of prouesse : is zikemesse. zyker- 
nesse ase zayp pe filozofe is a u^rtue / huerby me ne 
dret na^t J)e kuedes / ne Jje perils / pet biej) beuore hare 
e3en. And J>et is pe pridde guod / pet pe yefpe of 
strengpe dep. Vor pe holy gost / huawne he hep y- 
armed his kny^t of his Ui'rtue : uerst he him yofp noble 
herte / greate pinges to nimene. Efterward he him yefp 
ane greate hete / and a grat wyl to uol^y / and grot 
hope uor to uoluelle. Efterward he makep him ziker 
ase lyoun. zuo pet he ne hep drede / ne of perils / ne 
of pinen / ne of dyape / ne of tonnent. ac he his 
'wilnep / ase dep pe newe kny3t pe tomemens. an suo 
dede pe martires ase hit pingp ine hare line, huer-of we 
redep of zaynte agase / pet mid greate blisse hi yede 
to torment alsuo ase hi yede to feste / oper to a 
bredale. 
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J)E UErJ)B 8TAPE OF PROUESSB. The fourth gt«p of 

prowess. 

Ase pe holy gost makef his kny3t ziker uor to abide 
be tonnens and be zones bet byeb to comene. Alsuo The Holy Ghost 

,,. - ,/., 1 makes his knight 

he mm make]) Strang and jjolyinde, uor to ]K)lye strong and 

huanne hi come]), and ]>et is ]>e uer])e stape fet lii ^* *"'* 

clepie]) / pacience. be ]>ise u/rtue / ]>e guode ouercom]? 

alle his uyendes. pane dyenel. pe wordle. and pet uless. ^o that he may 

and al ]>et hi mo3e zigge and do. Vor fet is pe sseld g^en^^** *" ^' 

of gold / to hiw pet uor godes loue pole]? / pet him I^®^- ^*- **^ 

wri^p of eche half / ase zayp pe sauter. zuo pet no 

strok / ne may him breke pe herte. Jjise utrtue non ne 

heb : bet ne heb bi uonded. VoM tnbulacion : makeb Patience must he 

f f f^ L J r acquired by trial, 

pacience. Ase zayp zaynte paul. ase pet uer : makep fortheflbrehardens 

pe te3ele / hard. Wyp-oute pise u/rtue non ne is y^ 

proued. ne pet gold ne may by wyp-oute uer y-clensed. »nd gold is puri- 

, , fled by it. 

wyp-oute pacience : non ne hep uictone. Vor huo pet 
lyest pacience : he is ouercome. wyp-oute pacience : 
non ne comp to perfeccion. Jjerof we yzep uorbisne / Patience is ne- 

oessary to per- 

ate leste ine alle pe mestyeres pet me dep mid hand. fecUon. 
Moche boleb be coupe of gold of strokes of yzen / erban The cup of gold 

, . , , , ^ , . , ,1. bears strokes of 

hi by yzet ope pet bord of pe kinge. and pe chalis er iron ere it is set on 

ha by yblissed / and y-zet ope pane weued. Moche 

polep pe tonne of greate strokes / er me do prin pet 

guode wyn. Mochel is defouled mid pe net of uolleres The scarlet robe 

pe robe pf scarlet / erpan pet pe kuen his do an. And ih^ fert^of tt.e^ 

ase uele milt bou to ban vinde uorbisnes : ase ber byeb '^"®" ®"» V^® 

-' ' ■' r ^ r qneen puts It on. 

workmen at pans of aHe mestyeres. Be pise u/rtue is 

Strang pe man / ase pet ysen pet alle metals a-daimtep. By this virtue is 

/-v« . ,11 , . . . J"*^" strength- 

Of grat pns ase pet gold / pet pe more hit is me uere : ened, 

pe more hit is clene / and clyer / and tretable. ase pe 

salamandre bet leueb ine be uere. and ase be viss bet «« the salamander 

' ^ '^ . r i- In the flre, or the 

ine pe trauoilinde wetere : him bapep and norissep. flsh in the water. 

J)E VIFTE STAPE OF PROUESSE. The fifth step of 

prowess. 

be vifte stape of bise u/rtu is ycleped Constance. Tiie fifth step is 

^ * ' V jT called constancy, 
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Jjet is a lurtue pet makef J>e herte Strang and stedeuest 

ine god ase a tour yzet ope ane stronge roche / and ase 

by which man i« a traw VToted ine ffuod land / bet hit ne ssake nor 

established as a ^ ^ . ' ^ 

tower, nenne wynd / J>et may come ne blawe / pet is ine no 

cas J>et ino3e come / ne guode ne kueade. wyjj-oute. 

and by which he f ise uiVtue / now ne comJ> to iii[c]torie. uor huanne godes 
kny3t hejj ido zome prowesse : f anne him asaylej) pe 
dyeuel be ydele blisse. and fanne is pe batayle ine pe 

and overcomee herte pe stranger uor him-zelue to ouercorae / J>et he ne 
ualle be ydele blisse : panne alle J>e uerste uondinge / 

The devu over- ne wes. Huerof dauid zayj> ine pe sautere / fet pe 

adversity or by dyeuel'ouerjjraujj pe wel stronge of lefbhalf be aduersite / 
and pe wel stronge a ri3thalf : be ydele blisse. Jjise 
u/rtue preysej) moche seneke J>et zayjj. Jjet J>er ne is 
uirtue bote pe ilke J)et gep uorj) proudliche be-tuene J>e 

virtue oonsuu In oue aueutwrc and pe ofre / J)et is be-tuene pe guode 

i^t^een^goS^d ^^d pe kueade. and grat onworJ>ne8se of on an of 
oper. 

The sixth step of \)E ZIXTE STAPE OF PR0UES8E. 

prowess. 

The sixth step of j)e zixtc stape of prouesse / hi clepieb / magnificence. 

prowess is mag- . i.-i. -.»••/. 

nificepoe. fise uiytue hi descnuef fous. Magnificence is hi 

ziggef of heje nyede y-blissede bleuinge. Jjise uirtue 
This virtue Christ oure gTcate filosofc Icsu crist clepef / perseuerance. be 
ance, huam pe guode godes kny[3]t J)oleJ> J>e kuedes / and ylest 

by which the good al to be cude ine bo hete wave of perfeccion bet he heb 

knight endures ^.. • . , „ 

to the end. ynome. Of Jjise ui^-tue zayj> zajmte paul. ]>et alle pe 

fl^htbutthis*^ uirtues yemej) : ac fis wynj> fet zuord. alle hy vijtef : 

^^oi 62. b ] ^ f^^ ^®f f® uictorie and pe coroune. Alle werchej) : 

ac fis berf away fane ssepe aneuen. Vor ase zayf oure 

He who perse- Ihord. huo fet bleff al to fe ende : he ssel by bor^e / 

shlubewve^** and uou ofer. More uorf ne coufen fe filosofes lede 

f e uirtue of prowesse. Ac fe deciplis of oure mayster 

lesu cn'st / guof yno^ more uorf. Vor ase zayf 

Salomon, huawne hi habbef al asummed / f anne uerst 

The virtue of the ham fingf / fet hit is al to aginnc. j>e utrtue and fe 
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prouesse of be filozofes wes al uor be uices to ouercome / ow phiioBophe™ 

•*^ ' ' ' WM to overcome 

and to zeche be m'rtues. Ac be prouesse of halaen uor vice, 

, bat the prowess 

to ouercome pe uices and pe uirtues to zeche. and perto of the saints 

pnncipalliche uor to healde ri3[t]uolnes8e / an treufe how righteous- 

auoreye lesu cnst. He ne is najt ri3tuol / pet ne yelt °*'* "*^ ^*^* 

J>et ha ssel: be his nii3te. And uor zoJ>e mochel is weoweonrUves 

ri3tuol J>ing / and sceluol / J>et ich yeue mi lif / and mi died for os[ ** 
dyeaj> / uor him ])et his lif and his dyeaj) / yaf uor ous. 

And asemoche ase he is wor]> betere panne ich: zuo andhisUfewtw 

moche ich am yeldinde be rijte rijtuolnesse. ase zayj) thsnwirs.***" 

saynt anselm. Jjise rijtuolnesse ' ich may wylny / ac ich / we may desire 

ne non o])er / ne mo3e hier hit yelde / ne uolliche hit butwe^i^aWe to 

paye ' / ase we habbej) be-uore y-zed. And feruore is J>e ^ ***' 
zeuende stape of J>ise utrtue / J>e ilke ])et oure mayster 
lesu crist dej) ferto / huerto pe filozofes ne mijte come / 

f he zede. * yblessed hjep J)o : J>et habbej) honger and Blessed are they 

forst of rijtuolnesse.' Jjanne hjep J>o ari3t y-blissed / Zdnt afto?'iS»t- 



f et J>e zix stapes of prowesse hjep ycliue / and habbej) ^ ^ who have 
honger / and J)orst / and grat wyl >e zeuende stape / "rp'S^w*^. 
be hare my3te cliue. 

J)E BO3E8 OP PROWESSE. The boughs of 

prowess. 

Ine bise trawe ase ine be obren / we vindeb zeue ^ *hi« t™® *re 

- ' . / . seven boughs, 

bo3es. Vor ine zeue manures of vi3t : J)er comej) zeue for in seven 

J , _ . . battles there are 

maneres ouercomeinges. and be J)ise zeue ouerconunges : as many victo- 

hi Wynne J) zeue maneres of corounes. J)et byej) zeue wUch gain seven 

medes. huerof saynt Ion spekj) ine pe apocalipse. Vor *^®^"* 

ase zayJ) saynt bemard. * Mochel is he fol / and ouer- He is a fool who 

. J / - . . . . , . , thinks to have the 

weninde / J)et wyJ)-oute ouercominge abit to habbe pe crown without the 
coroune. and huo wyJ)-oute vijt : wenj) habbe pe ^^' 
maystrie.' huerof zaynte paul zayJ). J)et neure to 
coroune ne ssel come : J)et trieweliche ne vi3t. trewe- 
liche / J)et is to zigge : be pe Is^e of pe uelde of J>e y- Thecustomin 
prouede / J)et wes y-woned to byewne pe ealde manere b^JImZ^.- 
at rome. J)et pe ilke J)et to pe uelde him dede / uor to He who desired 
habbe los : ouercom alle J)o J)et pe mayster of pe uelde / ^*t^o^^i^ 
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THE FIRST FIGHT. 



all whofin the 
roaster of the 
field eent against 
him. 

This master is 
Christ, and he 
knows the might 
of each, 



and sofbrs us 
not to be tried 
above our 
strength. 

They tliat over- 
come shall have 
seven kinds of 
rewards. 



The first fight. 
[Kol. 53. a.] 

The first fight of 
the Christian is 
against deadly 
sin. 

The bold heart 
finds it an easy 
task to gain the 
victory. 



Hethatfallethin 
thU fight hath 
more need of 
strength 
tlian he that is 
standing. 

As the fish goes 
into the net will- 
ingly, so man 
goes into sin, 

but he may not 
go out of himself. 



The arms of pen- 
ance enable man 
to overcome in 
this fight. 

Three points to 
be observed in 
true penance. 
1. Repentance of 
heart. 



dede come ayen him. \>e mayster of fo uelde / 
is lesu cnst / J>et asayj) his newe knyjtes ase hit is 
y write ine pe boo of ki^es. Jjes mayster is wel trewe 
ase zayj) zaynte pauL and kan nol wel J>e mi3te of 
echen / he ne folef ^t no vyend ons uondy ouer oure 
mi3te. ne now aduey-sari ons asayli / ]>et we ne moje 
ouercome : yef we willej> mid his helpe. J^t ine fe vijt 
ous wext oure strengfe / ase zayj> zaynte paueL Saynt 
Ion ase we habbej> yzed / topartej) zeue ouercomei[n]^es. 
and zeue corounes. J>et is to zigge : zeue maneres of 
medes / f et god be-hat to pan / J>et ouercomef. 

pE UERSTE VI3T. 

J)e uerste uijt Jjet f e cristene habbej) : is a-ye 
dyeadlich zenne. ine fis vijt neure ne is ouercome : ^t 
nele to senne cowsenti. he ouercomf Jmne vijt / ]>et is 
wel li^t to ouercome to J>e bolde herte. and lang and 
riotouse to J>e sleauuolle / and to J>e onlosti / pet byej) 
slacke to godes sendee, pet ne byej> ne wel chald be 
poer. ne wel hot : ine J>e loue of god / ase zayj> saint 
Ion. j>e ilke f et ualj> an is ouercome ine J>ise vijtinge : 
hej> more strenger to done him-zelue to do arere / and 
hiw-zelue to werie. f anne pe ilke fet is stondinde. uor 
he ne hej> none mijte him-zelue to arere : bote god 
him hyalde J>e hand be his grace. Vor ase viss gej) in / 
be hi7;t-zelue and be his wille in-to pe nette : alsuo pe 
man gej> in / be hiin-zelne and be his wylle in-to 
zewne. Ac out ne may he na3t guo : wyJ>-oute oure 
Ihordes helpe / J>et him jetp huanne he wyle / and pe 
armes of penonce / huerby he may ouercome his y-uo. 
pet IB pe armure ])et pe apostel zainte paul het to nime 
ine Jjise vi3tinge / uor man on-armed : ne is na3t worj) 
ine vi3t Nou sselt J>ou conne f et to fan J>et pe man 
by wel y-armed uor to ouercome parfitliche zenne. hit 
behoueJ> f et he habbe J>ri J>ing fet byej> ine zoJ>e penonce. 
pe uerste f ing is : uorfenchinge of herte. J^ o^r : 
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ssrifte of moujje. \)e ]>ridde : is ynojamendement be 2- shrift of 
dede. Of Jjise J>ri finges is y-hol : J>e hauberk of s. Amendment in 
penonce. Yef J>e on of J>ise J«i J>inges faylej) : J>e ifoneofthew 
annure is al uals / and he J>et hit berj> : ouercoma Ih^lLSoTif*^ 
VorJ>enchinge : acsej> grat zoi^e and greate zyldnges of ^^tance do- 
herte / uor pet he hej> y-wrej>ed his sseppere. And J>e "an^eth great 
more J>et me him hep y-wrej>ed : pe more gratter ssel by «i«wnK8 of heart. 
pe zorje. 

Op t)E UORJJENOHINGB op KYNG DAUiJ). Of the repentance 

. 1 •, , of king David. 

pons uorJ>u3te pe kjmg damj> ase he zayj> me J>e sauter. David eays in the 
* Ich zuynke and trauayli ine mine zykinges. and wille wesse wash my bed 
eche nijt mi bed and mine couche mid mine teares.* Jje ilke "^ 
f et god he J) y-wrej)ed be dyadliche zenne : he ssel zorjy The sinner (in 
mid dyepe herte / zuo J>et pe herte melte al in-to tyeares / ,© sorrow uiat hL 
and in-to greate zor3e8. and mid greate zikinges me ssel i^t^l^ ™*^' 
grede to god merci / ase his J>yef / ase his manslajjje / «nd cry mercy to 
ase his bezuykere : f et hej> ofjserued J>et gibet of helle. ^JrtJ,^!*^""^ 
\)e zenejere is godes J>ief. uor pe guodes of his Ihorde The sinner is a 
J)et ne byef him bote ylend uor to wynne. J)et byej> 
fe guodes of kende / and of grace / and of hap. huerof because he hath 
hi7M behoueJ> / rekeninge / and scele yelde wel strayt- eviuy spent the 
liche. He hise hej> foUiche y-spended ine euele wones / of ood. 
and al ylayd to an hazard. Efberward he is moyrdrer He is a murderer 

« , . , . i» "1 . 1 of the king's 

of pe kinges dojter. J>et is of his ojene zaule J>et wes daughter, that 

godes dorter be grace, fet he hef ysla3e be dyadlich goJ. 

zewne. Efterward he is godes bezuykere. uor pe castel He is a traitor to 

of his herte / and of his bodye / f et god him hej) ytake Mid his soui to 

to loki : he heJ) yolde to his yuo dyadlich / Jjet is pe ^^ **'^^' 

dyeueL Wel f awne he ssel grat zor3e habbe f et is in 

zuich poynt. and ofte mid his teares his bed wesse. J>et wherefore the 

is his inwyt. huerof pe uenimouse eddre of helle sed wash his bed, uiat 

geu8, zueche tyeares driuej) Jjane dyeuel uram pe herte : 

ase J>et bote weter cache]) fane bond out of pe kechene. After repentance 

Efter pe uor J>enchinge ssel come pe ssrifte J>et is pe guode Jh^ g^^^!?*^ 

chomberier J>et clenzef J>et hous and kest out al f e uelfe ^°^- "• ^0 
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berer that dwmt- mid be besme of be tonge. huerof spekb dauid ine be 

eththehoase. ^ o ,.. . rn, - / 

sautere. q meditatua sum cwm co\r\ae meo ^ excercebar 
^ scopeham spiiitum meum. 

^^^"^ Of J3B 88RIFTB. 

There are six oon- Nou onderstand wel hier hou me ssel by yssriue / 

ditloMofBhrlfl. , .« , , , 

J>erto pet be ssrifte by worJ> to J>e nelj>e of zanle. )}erto 
1. That it be behoueb zix condicions. be uerste is bet hi bi ymad 

made wisely, ; *- ^ T J 

(a) to take heed wyslyche. Jjis wyt is ine tuo J)ing. ^ uerste : J)et me 
makes ehrift, ^ime hede to huam he ssel him ssriue. Efterwar[d] 
huerof. Saynt austin zayj>. uor J>et me dej> uor te bevly 
fane dyaj> of J>e bodie : me ssel do uor to askapie J>ane 
dyajj of J)e zaule. ))e zike uor to be-uly J>ane dyaj> / 
and uor to habbe helj>e / zekj> ble^liche fane beste 
fisician and fane wyziste f et he may habbe. Alzuo 
zayf saynt augw^in / f et hou fet wille wysliche him be 
and to seek a good rede / and grace auoreye god uynde : he ssel zeche 

ooofessor, ■* n 

zuych ane cowfessour : fet conne bynde / and onbynde. 

J^t is fet he conne wel y-knawe zenne / an fane zenejere 

one who hath wel lede. And fet he habbe power him to asoyli / and 

power to absolve ^ i 

and enjoin pen- him penonce to anioynj be fe zenne. Qui wit conJUeri 

anoe. 

poccata ma ut mueniat graci&m : querat sacerdotem qui 

sciat ligare 4" solueie / ^c. 

(6) Who that wui Efterfau huo fet him wisliche wyle ssriue / he ssel 

him must think ™^^ wylle fcuche and his zennes auore fet he come to 

he^«'t^«" ssrifte / and al his herte zeche / and his inwjii / hou he 

feae them. jjgj, gQ^j j ^jj^j j^jg yblyssede modcT / and his hal3en 

ywrefed. and mid greate drede al his lyf befenche / ase 

dede fe guode king ezechie / fet zayde f us. * Ich wylle 

befenche alle mine yeres / ine biternesse of mine zaule.' 

The sinner shall J^ zeneiere ssel guo in-to his house / fet is in-to his 

go into house, 

that is, his heart, hcrte. uajt pasiudeliche ase f e iogelour fet ne bleff na^t 

blefeliche in his house, uor he ne hef no worse hous . 
and there he shall fanne his o^eu. Ac fer he ssel bleue / and ysy alle 

remain and see 

au his defects, his defautes huerof he ssel yelde rekeninge / and skele 

to god / an to his preste. fet is to his ssrifteuader. An 

and shall think of ssel f onche of lii^Ti-zeluc aso f e like fet hef day uor to 
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rekeny of his onderuongiwge and of his spewdinges theaocoonttobe 
beuore his Ihorde. ])anne he ssel him diligentliche 
J>enche beuore / and izy J>et writ : of his inwyt. J>et he 
ne faly ine his rekeninge. Vor yef he faile]> at his 
rekeninge : god nele najt faly at his. Huanne me he]> when he hath 
diligentliche y-J>03t of his zennes / and yzoje hou / and J^, he hTth**"^ 
ine hou uele maneres he hep god y-wrej>ed. and hou ^tSJk^*"^ 
uelezyj>e. and hou kueadliche he hep yzene3ed. and hou J^^^T*^***^ 
lowge ybleft ine be zewne. banne ssel he him of al ^•^ ■*»*" ^« 

' hastily thrive him 

hasteliche ssriue. ofaii. 

And J)is is J>e ofer coTwiicion J>et ssel by ine ssrifte. «• Do not delay 
l)e kyng dauid aros at midni3t him uor to ssriue ase he 
zayj) ine J>e sautere. OnneaJ>e abod he ane monJ>e / ne 
alhuet half a yer. And pe wyse ine oJ>re stede ine pe 
writinge zayj> pua. * Xe abyd najt pe to wende to god / Delay i» very 
ne zech na^t to lenge / ne beuly. and najt ne uerste reaaou^ " °**"^ 
uram daye to daye / uor pe abidinge is wel perilous uor 
manye skeles.' Non tardea conwerfz ad efominum negue 
differa>8 de die in diem, Subito. n\am\, ueniet ira illiuB I 

' [Fol M.a.] 

q m tempoie uindicie peidet te. Verst uor be con- (a)Sini8abuming 

... -I . , Are, and can only 

oicion of zeTine. uor zeni^e is a uer beminde pet ne may be quenched by 

najt by y-kuegt bote be tyares of ssrifte. And mochel 

ssolde he by fol J>et zeje his hous heme : f et nolde an 

haste yeme to be wetere. Efterward zenne is wel grat (^) sin i« a great 

., , „ aickneM,and 

ziknesse : and pe ssrifte is pe medecine. And uorzo]>e ahrift lathe medi- 
he praizejj lite his helj>e / fet him-zelue yn^p zik al to 
pe dyaf e / and na^t ne wilnejj zone to by hoL Efter- 
ward J>e dyaj> J>et is yredy / and oueral aspij> J>ane («) ^^^ ^y 
zenejere / hi;^ ssel sterie zone him to ssrive. uor ner before he haa 

, ^ . , , . ahriven himself. 

he not ne J>ane tmie / ne J>ane day / ne pe oure : 

huanne pe dyeaj) ssel come. J>et ofte ondemimj) J>ane 

zene3ere huer he ne mmp none hede. And uorzo]>e huo 

J>et wyste huet day he ssolde sterue : he hine wolde 

agrayj>i ase zone ase he mi3te. Efterward yef pe ueney (<*) The sinner is 

ere y-zi^b wel bet peril huer hit is : uor he is ine be the prison of sin, 

in the throat of 

pr/sone of zenne / ine fe J>rote of pe lyone of helle / theiionofheu. 
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and of pe dragoune J>et him wyle uorzuel^e / he wolde 

(«) Delay may oo- grede to god be ssiifte aze zone aze he mi3te. Efterward 

everlasting life, jef he yze3e J)e greate guodes J>et he het* uorlore be his 

zenne / pe guodes eurelestinde / and J>e guodes gostliche / 

his time / and hiw-zelue / J>et al may habbe ayen be 

Bsrifte : mochel ssolde he by fol bote yef he him hastede 

{/) The merey of to habbe hit ayen. Efterward J>e merci of god pet him 

the sinner's door &hyt / and ssof)) at his doTO / aze zay]> pe apocahpse : 

tohairten him to j^ g^^j j^^ hasti to ssriue. Vor azemoche aze god abyt 

more ]>ane zenejere : ]>e more he him smit pe more 

fellaker : huanne he him yzi3j> onlosti and sleauuoL Aso 

fe ssyetere / J>e more pet he dn^t his bo^e : pe harder 

he smit And uorzo]>e he hep his o^ene bo^e y-bent and 

adra^e / ase zayf J>e sautyer / uor to sh^e fane zenejere / 

^?l*lVl?******^" l>ote yef he him ne wytye. Efterward be ilke bet late 

ethshriftoft '^ ^ "^ Y T 

forgetteth his ham ssriuef / uoryet ofte his zennes / zuo J)et onnyeafe 

hit beualj> J>et he by wel y-ssriue. uor he uoryet manye 

zennes / huerof he neure him ssel be-fenche. and zuo 

him ne ssel neure uorJ>enche / ne neure by ssriue. and 

deari^^aST*^* fet IB to him wel grat peril Efberward huawne he is 

nakedly. beuore his ssrifteuader / he 8§el him ssriue openliche. 

pe\, is to zigge f et he ssel zigge his zeranes clyerliche and 

nakedliche / zuo J>et pe ssriuere izi openliche J>e herte / 

Aa the sick man and J>e ouderstondiwge of him J>et him ssrif]). Vor pe 

known his sick- zike ssel ouwri his ziknessa uor oferlaker pe fizicien ne 

sidanifhewouid may na^t wel werche. ne p% leche ne may na3t werche 

mid J>e zike / bote-yef he yzi his wonde. And J>eruore 

zayf boeice J>e wyse / Jet * yef Jwu wilt fet pe leche pe 

hele : hit be-houef J>et fou onwri fine wonde.' ])anne 

fe truont f e ssel teche to by ssriue / f et ssewef hare 

pouert6 and hare ziknesse/and dof f etuo[u]leste beuore / 

so must the sin- uor to habbe be elmesse. Alzuo ssel be zeneaere onwri / 

ner show his sina *^ . . 

for to have mercy, and s^ea^vy his zennes : uor to habbe merci. an fis is fe 

f ridde ctmdicion f et ssel by ine ssrifte. Efterward f o 

4. Shrive whoUy, zene3ere him ssel ssriue yhoUyche / f et is f e uerf e cun- 

great and small, dicion. Vor he ssol zigge alle his zennes / and greate 



[Fol. M. b.] 



and smale / and fe aboutestondingcs of fe zo;nies. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



EXCUSE NOT THY SINS. 175 

banne ssel he uerst yzy be zeue dyadliche zennes / of Teu am th© 

'^ J J r J I seven deadly 8iM. 

huychen we habbef aboue y-speke. and yhoUiche of 

echen him ssriue be ban bet he him y-uelb celty. no bing Exciwe not thy- 

to hele / no ]>ing wy]>zigge. na^t him to defendi. ne othen. 

nenne oJ>renne wraye. And f us him ssrof dauij) J>et 

zayde ine ^ sautere * Ich wylle me ssriue and ich wille 

rigge alle mine zennes aye me.' najt of ofren / ne ayens 

oJ>ren ase doJ> J>e ypocntes / j)et dof J>et uayreste wyj>- Be not m the 

oute / J>et telle J> hire guodnesses / and wiyej) hare hide their «in», 

kueadnesses. and wrayej) J>e oJ>re / and J>erof J>et hi 

byef mest ham-zelue gelti. fet y-zyej> ]>et mot ine J>e th»t eee tiie mote 

o))res eje / and ne yzyej) na3t J>ane refter ine hire 03ene bat tee not the 

030. Zuyche weren J>e farizeus of J>e godspelle / J>et eyes. 

zayde his guodnesses / And onwor]>ede ^ane publycan 

))et mildeliche byet his bryest ine f e temple / and him- 

zelue demde beuore god / and zojte merci : and zede. 

* Lhord god haue merci of me zenuoUe.* And ))us him 

ssel deme be zene^ere be-uore * god / nait uor to lessi his The sinner ehau 

* ^ o / 7 nottrytoleeeen 

zennes /ac uor to mori and weje wyJ>oute lyeasinge. hieiingbeibre 

Efterward f e ssrifte ssel by yhol / najt to-deld ine uele 

ssriueres. Vor me ssel zigge al to onen. naiftl o del to <>«« n»a«t confeM 

^*® ^l- -• tooneehrlver, 

onen / and fet oJ>er del to an-oJ>ren. uor god ne takj> none »nd not to many, 
hede of zuiche tales. Efterward me ssel zigge najt Confess not only 

^°^ ■' thy sins, but the 

onlepiliche J>e zennes / ac fe aboutestondinges alle J>et dreumstancee 

that Increase 

more]) ]>e zennes. vor ]>e zenne is gratter ine one manne : them, 
banne ine anobren. ase ine man of religion : banne ine ^^ *■ «n^^r in 

' ' ^ ox one person than 

ane seculer. and ine ane prclat : banne ine ane lojer. another-more 

, ' ^ heinous In one 

ine ane greate Ihorde : ^anne in ane simple manne. piaoe than in an- 

Efterwuard / hit is more zenne ine one stede : fanne 

ine anoj^ren. Ase in holi cherche / oJ)er ine o]>er holy 

stede. Efterward ine one time ^anne in an-o Jre / ase in 

lenten / ober in ane heae messedaye. Efterward huanne *nd worse at one 

' ' .,,.,/ , time than an- 

me zenejej) wy tindehche / me zene3e)> more yno3 / ^anne other, 
onknawyndliche. Eft6rwar[d] me ssel zigge f e condicion t®" *^ condition 
of J>e zenne. uor hit is more zenne ine wyfman yspoused / 
])anne in ane sengle, ofer ine man / o]>er ine wyfinan of 
* ho'ttore in MS. 
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OP GHOSTLY AND FLESHLY THOUGHTS. 



and whether the 
■in be anonnatu- 
ndone. 

Say how often 
tiioa haat fidlen 
into Bin,and*how 
long thou liast 
remained therein. 



GonfeM whether 
thou bast relisted 
dn. 

and relate the 
canse, the man- 
ner, and the 
temptation. 

Afterwards one 
shall pass on to 
the limbs where- 
with one hath 
sinned. 

(Shrift mast be 
made of "ghostly 
and fleshly 
thoughts.") 

[Pol. 65. a.] 



Take heed first 
to the head, 
whereon one set- 
teth great value, 
as do ladies who 
curiously deck 
themselves out, 



who make great 
horns of their 
hair, 

and who wash, 
comb, and pore 
into mirrors. 



Men are not 



religion, ine ane preste o]>er in ane dyakne. uor J>e 
liejere ]>et byef Jje hodes : J>e gratte[r] is pe zenne. 
Efterward yef J>e zenne is a-ye kende / oJ>et kendeliche. 
Efterward. hou ofle he hej> yualle into ze^me / and hou 
longe he hef y-bleued ^rine. Efterward me ssel zigge 
yef he ne hej> najt yno^te aye J>e uondinge. oJ>er yef he 
hej> y-porchaced pe zenne. oJ>er yno3te ine jpe uondinge. 
Vor J>er byef some f et ne abidef najt J>e uondinge / ac 
his porchacej) / and zuo hi uallef . Effcerward / \>e 
cause and pe uondinge Jjet comJ> to do zenne. me ssel 
zigge and alle f e ofre causes / and ]>e aboutestondinges 
pet moje mori pe zenne. 

Efterward me ssel zigge and yeme by pe lemes 
huermide me hej> y-zenejed. Verst me ssel guo to J>e 
herte / and zigge his J>03tes' huyche J>et hi by / ojjer 
ulessliche / oJ>er gostliche. Gostliche : ase aye pe 
byleue / of er of ydele blisse / ofer of enuie. ofer of 
wrefe. ofer of ofre mancre huerof J>er is to moche. pe 
ulessliche belongef to lost / an to wylninges. zuo me 
ssel wel loki ine alle f ise J>03tes yef J>er is consentinge / 
ofer lang bleuinge ine f e lostes / fet is of erhuil ase 
moche worf : ase to consentL And of alle zuiche f 03tes 
he ssel hiw ssriue. 

Efterward / me ssel nime yeme / yef me hef y- 
zene3ed be f e lemes of f e bodie. uor me kan zene3i ine 
uele maneres. Verst be f e heauede. hueran me zet ofte 
grat cost / ase dof f ise leuedis / f et zuo curiouseliche 
agrayfef hire heaueden mid preciouse agrayfinges uor 
klene ydele blisse. uor to likL and uor to dra3e zenne. 
Hueruore hi zene3ef ofte kueadliche. and nameliche f o 
f et makef zuo greate homes of hare here / of er of of ren / 
f et hi semblef wel fole wyfmen. Yno3 f er is of ydel- 
nesse aboute hire heaued / to kembe / to wesse / ine 
trossinge / an ine sseweres pouringe. huerof god mochel 
hiw wref ef . Of f ise ydelenesse / ne byef nt^t q?/ttte 
fe men f et dof zuo grat pa3aie ham to kembe and to 
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pouri ine sseaweres and ine hare here wel to croki an to wholly free from 

,.,,, 1-1/ ***** ^**' ^^^ '^®y 

oloue be strengfe / to J>an J>et hi hab bo iiayr dorilot / also pore fhto 

f et is inetokne of kueadnesse / and of zuiche ydelenesse great pains to curi 

hi ssolle ham ssriue. their hair. 

Efterward me ssel yeme to J)e vif wittes of J>e bodie / Look to the five 

huerby me zenejej) * wel ofte. oJ>er be f e e3en ine fole zi3j>e. "^^^^1 onedn- 

oJ>er be J>e yearen ine folliche to hiere / and y-here bleJ>o- "„ ^^j^Ji^^®/® 

liche be misziggeres. and be blonderes. and be scorn eres. '^e ears in fooUah 

r S>o r r hearing, by .the 

and J>e lye3eres. and oJ)re folyes. Oj)er be J)e moujje / ine mouth in evii 
folliche to spekene. ine to moche ethe / and to moche the nose in de- 
drinke. Oj>er be J)e nase / ine to moche Ydm to liky in ameiu, 
guode smelles. Oj>er be fole takinges and inhoneste- by foui handling, 
liche / oJ)er ine him-zelue / oJ>er ine his wyue. J>et he hej>. 
of er ine ojjren f et wors is / hi hit man / hi hit wyfman. 

Alsuo he him ssel ssriue of mochel hede J>et me dej> Also shaii one 
ine ssredinge to bedde and to regge / and hosiinge and great regard to 
ssoinge. and of alle oJ>re finges J>et he bej>engf . And S^^k,*^^g, 
Jjous is f e ssrifte y-hol huawne me zayj> alle pe lackes *******"«• 
greate and smale. And J>is is J>e uerj>e cowdicion : J>et 
ssel by ine ssrifte. 

Jje vifte cowdicion zuo is J>et me ssel by y-ssriue 5. shriii 
mildeliche. uor J>e zenejere spekj> to god J>et yzi^f his "eekij* ™**^ 
herte. Jjawne J>e ssriuere ne is bote J>et yeare of god. 
and fet ha yherf / he not na^t ase man : ac ase god. 
And feruore ssel J>e zenejere him mildi ase moche ase Theshriver is an 
ha may beuore god / and zigge his zewnes mid greate Therefore shall 
drede. and ssel his zewnes alle keste out touore him / SJ^^^h^t 
ase zayj> J>e writi/ige. Ase me belt uol a pot of wetere. ^^ j 

huawne J>et weter is y-sset : J>er ne blef)) no colur. ase ine *»« <^' **'«™ *>"^ 
melk. ne smel ase ine wyn. ne smac : ase ine hony. 
Alzuo me ne ssel ofhyealde of J>e zewne zeffe he hit hej> 
yzed ine ssrifte / ne bet colour / bet is be kueade manere He must let no- 

,,. , . . , thing remain that 

fet me hej> yhet / oJ>er me speche oJ>er ine zi^fe / oJ>er has the colour of 

ine kueade uela3rede to uol3y / ofer ine ofre J>inge J>et Afterwards he 

hej> colour of zewne. Efterward me ssel lete J>ane smak "^Jiai" ©f sin! 

> MS. 3«no3<?f 
12 
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aud never think of zewiie. yef he of halt fane smak of zovaie fet J>engJ> 

^t sin*. * of J>e zenne pet he hej> y-do / and him lykejj wel ine 

J>e jjojte and is ypayd. Ac he ssel ))enche of his zewnes 

mid greate drede and mid greate zoi^e of herte / and 

HeshftUthinkof him-zeliie ssende ine hiw zelue / and habbe greate 

hiB sins with great -i / i . m 

dr«ad, sorrow, and ssame to-uore god / and uest wil J>et neuremo to zenne 

ne ssel wende ayen f a3 me ssolde hine al to-heawe. 
He shall after- Efterward me ssel lete and be-uly J>ane smel. ))er 

the "smell," and bye J) zome pet wel iiorleteJ> J>e zenne: ac blej>eliche 
sinad speech. hi herej> f erof speke. Ac he pet him wel uorJ>ing)j : 
ho ne ssel na3t ferof yhere speke / J>et he ne ssolde 
habbe wlatiinge. 
6. Shrift mnst he pe zixte con4icion bet ssel by ine ssrifte is / bet me 

made often, for 

many ivasons. sscl ofte by yssiiue uor manie skeles. Verst / uor to 

zeche pe more grace of clennesse / ase J>et line clo)) fet 

a. To ensure is y-huyted be ofte wessinge. Efterward uor be zennes 

greater purity of 

life. uenials huerine me ualj) ofte. and huo J>et ofte him 

h. Fortheahw)- beuelb : ofte he him ssel wesse. Alsuo ase hit behoueb 

lution of "venial -..,,, , 

sins." ofte f et ssip made out J>et weter J>et alneway gep in. 

e. To drive away Effcerward uoi to cachie and uerri fane dyuel uram hiw. 
))e uojel him uerref blefeliche uram fannes huer me 
brokf his nest, and uram fannes huer me him benimf 

d. To learn to his eyxen. Efterward / uor to lyemi him wel to ssriue. 

shrive well, for . • . • - 

pracUoe makes uor wouc : makef maistcr. ase hit ssewef me fise of re 
r^To prevent for- creftcs. Efterward / uor fet me uoryet ofte fe zennes / 
^ ess o our j^^p^Qp^ j^^q gg^j q^ y^j y-ssriuc and telle. Efterward / 

kn^h*^(rt * "^^ P^^ ^® ^^* y®^ °^® ^^f ^^^ y^y yssnue / of er uor- 
whether shrift fenchmde. zuo me ssel ofte winne ayen / bet me heb 

has ever been well ' *> / m f 

performed. lossc yuo^ y-do. Eft^Tward / hi7/i-zelue f e more uor to 

g. To get greater 

meed of God. bouje / and uor to habbe f e more mede of god. J^eruore 
me acsede ane abbotte / hueruore he him ssrof zuo ofte. 
and he ansuerede / * f eruore * he zede / * fet ich habbe 
dlneway drede / fet ich ne am najt wel y-ssriue. Efter- 

*. To bethink of ward / ich me bef enche ofte of some f inges fet ich ne 

sins unconfessed. ,_, , , ..i, •a^-'i 

[VifiyingeJidutor- habbe na3t yzed. and f eruore fet be fe ssnlte icn mo 

arere alneway fe more milde.* 
Five things de- Nou hcst f ou vhcrd hou mo ssel by y-ssriue. nou 
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J)ou sselt y-wyte ]>et vif Jjinges specialliche destorbe)) stroyeth true 

, .«^ shrift. 

zoJ>e ssrinpe. 

pe uerste is ssame. j^et he ne dar na3t zigge his i. shune, which 

zenne uor ssame / and Jjet dej> pe dyeuel / J>et him zet Bion. 

beuore be ssame / him uor to ssette bane moub. ase deb The devu acts 

' ,.,,,. , , like the thief who 

fe ]>yef pet pTemp ]>ane httle bal in-to ]>e hondes J^rote throws a utue 

pet ho ne ssel na3t berke. Vor of zuyche kende is J>e .hound's*mouth, to 

like litel bal : J>et makej> J>ane bond domb huawne me ^£1^ ^^ 

hit J>rawJ> in-to J>e frote. Ac J>e zenejere ssel }>enche 

J)et J>e ssame ]>et me hef ine J>e ziggenge of pe zewne : is The shame of 

grat del of pe amendinge. Ef terward he ssel blej>eliche great part of 

drinke a lite of ssame : uor to beuly pe greate ssame. *°*®'**^®'**- 

J>et pe zenejeres abidef ate daye of dome huawne ech of 

pe wordle ssel yzi his ojene zennen. pet o]>er ]>ing is s. a wicked fear 

wycked drede uor to do greate penonce. ]>a/2ne f e dyeuel ance. ^^ 

deb in-to be eare of be zenejere : * bou ne miit nait lete some simiers are 

. ,/ . , 11 . 1. , , , , , Ukethehoree 

J>me wones / zuich uolk is y-uch pe horse J>et hej> drede that is afraid of 

of his ssede / and uorzo)>e hit ne is bote ssed al ]>et me 

may do of penonce ine piae wordle / to J)e zi3j>e of J>e 

pine of belle / oJ>er of pwrgatorie. pe f ridde / kueade 3. wicked love of 

loue / J>et pe dyeuel hej> zuo J>ane zene3ere uorzoke / Jhesimwrtodeep 

J>et he loueJ> zuo his lost / J)et he hit nele lete. zuo i^S^i^M^. 

pengp J)et uor na3t he him ssrif)). zuo he slepf ine his j^,,, ^ ^-j 

zenne : ase dej> j>et zuyn ine pe wose. pe uerf e J>ing 4. Hope of long 

is / hope of la7?g lif. feruore pe dyeuel zayjj. *J>ou art ^ 

yong man / J>ou sselt Hbbe lowge / Arere J>e / and do 

J>i wyl / J>ou sselt wel come J>er to pe to ssriue.* Ac he wherehy the sin- 

ne zi3)j na3t pane dyaj> J>et him waytef / and J>et bine 5^^ 

wile nime : raj>re Jjawne he ne wene. Vor god J>et J^n^hJ^*^ 

behot uoryeuenesse to him J>et uorJ)ingJ> : he ne behat ^««»«*i»« 

him na3t to-moi^e / ase zayj> saynt gregorie. Jjeruore 

pe dyeuel play J) ofte mid pe zene3ere ase dej> pe cat mid ^h® ^^ P**y» 

be mous banne he his heb ynome. and huanne he heb as the cat doth 

., , . , 11, 1 1 . .1^ ,. -i*^ with the mouse. 

mid hire longe yplayd : f anne he his eth. pe vifte 6. Despair. 
J>ing is / wanhope huerine J>e dyeuel dej> J>ane zene3ere. 
Ac he ssolde fenche J>et god uoryef|) li3tliche to ham / thi^ thrtioodu 
12* 
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more willing to fet uorjjiiig)). aiid more is blefelaker uor to yeue iior- 
to'Sr ^'""' ^* yeuenesse : f a/ine we nor to aksi. 

Op YN03B0TE. 
Of Mnendment After ]>e ssiifte comj) yno3bote / J>et is pe amendinge 

i5^*^^ must J>et me ssel do bi f e wille / and bi J>e rede of J>e ssriuere / 
tog^^l^Mr*^ fet ssel deme fe amendes be J>e geltes. oJ>er ine uest- 
prayore. inges. of OT ine ebnesse. ofer ine benes. o]>er ine of re 

He murt obey the J>inges / ase be J>an fet J>e zenne acsef. And ]>e zike 
■ick^SirhiBphy- ssel blefeliche bou3e to J>e fisicien uor to habbe helj>e. 
.idan. j^^ ^^^ g^^^ chi[l]d def blefeliche pe heste of his 

uader gostlich uor J>e guod of bis zaule. 

The sinner hM Nou hest J>ou yberd pe J>ri finges pet helef fet 

tojight againrt j^^^jj^j^ ^f penouce buermide god armef bis newe kny3t 

uor to ouercome J>et vi3t fet be hep aye zenne. And be 

ssel ouercome fise vi3tinge : be ne bej) bede of fane 

1. And flret obreue dyab / ase zayb sayn Ton. be uerste dyab of be 

against the death '^ J r I JT J ^ ^ r t 

of sin, zaule is fe dyaf of zenne fet me ouercomef be penonce. 

overoome by pen- buerby me askapef fane of rene dyaf f et is f e dyaf of 
*°^* belle f et sterue ne may. ))et is f e uerste bo3 of fe 

trawe of prouesse. Huo f et ouercomef fane vi3t / be 
a. The second ouorcomb aue obrene. Huan be man bim uorbingb of 

flghtls A wrestling ^ ^ ^ , r ©r 

with one's own bis zowne : bane comFbl f er a newe wrestlinge to bis ojene 

heart, as to pen- / 

anoe and what berto huet penouce be ssel do / and buet lif be ssel lede. 

and uele f er byef zuycbe fet ine f o vi3t byef ouercome. 
Some are over- Vor ase god zayf ine bis spelle. nou pi]y leuef / nou bi 
]»ttie, misleuef . nou hi wyllef / nou hi ne wyllef . nou hi pro- 

posent / nou hit is betere. J^ruore hi byef ase f e 
for they are as wedercoc bet is ope be steple / bet biw went mid eche 

the weather-cock, ' ^ '^ tr 1 r 

that tumeth with wynde. Ac huawne f man seruef god and strengf ef 
his herte ine his guode wille. fa/me if f e ilke vi3t ouer- 
, come, an fawne makef hun god Strang and stedeuest 

ase a po8[t] ine his temple / fet is holy cherche / ase 
zayf saint Ion. f is is f e of er ouercominge and f e ssepe 
fet he him kepf . 

s. The third Efter f ise wrestlinge comf f e f ridde / fet fe man 
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liej> to his ojene ulesse / ]>et mochel him playnej> and ^T^^??^^ "^^ 
grochejj / huawne hi* begin]) to uele pe harnesses and J>e [» *«^ 
smertnesses of penonces. and mochel ha vi3t uor to 
come ayen to his yealde wones. J)et iiles is J>et kueade ^^ch mUteth 
wyf huerof spekjj salomo. Jjet huo J>et mest dejp hare p®°*"~* 
wil : be worse hiw is. and be more hi is ayen hi?n. „ , .^ ^ 

^ ^ ^ ^ [Pol. 66. b.] 

And huo bet him let ouercome be his ulesse. he is ine He who is over- 
come by his fleth 

a wel zoi^uol J>reldome and wel viL And ])et wos i» in sorrowftii 
betokned ine samson f e stronge / J>et uor-f an fet he ^d that was ^ 
let him ouercome be ane wyfmanne : he uorleas his aonuTe strong' 
her of his heauede hueiinne wes his greate strengjje. J^delM^fhis***' 
and f e ejen of his heauede : and J>e 8trengJ>e of his JjJ^i^^^o" 
bodie. and uil into fe honden of his yuo / J>et Wfl*»dy. 
him deden grinde ate queme ssamuolliche. Al J>i8 def 
J>e dyeuel gostliche to Jjan J>et him let ouercome be his 
ulesse. Huo Jjet feme vi^t ouercomj)* god him behat J>e - ^ 

huyte robe of chastetee and of innocence / ase zayj> J>e 
apocaHpse. 

Efber bise ui^tinge comb be wordle and dame s-AHer this fight- 

Inff ooineth the 

fortune mid al hare hue3el / ]>et asayle]> ))ane man a world, and dame 
rijt half and a left half / J>et byef tuo wel greate ^heeT* 
vijtinges huer moche uolk is ouercome a rijt half and a 
left half / ase zayf Jje sauter. Yor more is Strang ))e 
uondinge Jjet comJ> of worjjssipes / of richesses / of 
lostes : f et f e dyeuel byet / and def beuore : J>awne by 
J>e ilke ^t comJ> be aduerset^ / ase of pouert6 / of 
zycnesses J>et god zent. And J>e ilke J>et ouercomJ> fane ?^°-JI!r^°if** 
uerbe viit : bet is huo bet uliib and onworbeb mid deepiaeth the 

f ^ r y ^r r r world's honour. 

herte Jje worJ>ssipe of f e wordle. god him behat worjj- 

ssipe and he^nesse ine heuene. Vor he him wyle do 

zitte mid him ine his trone / ase zayf J>e apocalipse. 

To him J>et ssel ouercome fane vifte vi3t fet is aleft- J^^^^^^Jlf 

half : J>et is aduersete of f ise wordle : god him behat J>e "^^y* 

mawne J>et is y-hed. J>et is fe greate zuetnesse an fe ^J^^^ 

greate likinge of paradis / J>et non ne hi^w may l^nyme. 

Vor be f e manne fet wes zuo zuete / fet ech uand 



great 
sM'eetness of Para- 
dise. 
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zuych smac : ase he wolde. is ondoretonde / J>e greate 

zuetnesse / f et greate lost / J>et god hordeJ> / and 

wytej> / to ham ]>et ouercomeJ> J>e aduereetes of J>ise 

6. The Bixth fight wofdle. Jje zixte vijt J>et is wel Strang / is a-ye pe 

lrtSJdw»8 of the kueades J>et byej> ine fise wordle / J>et byej> pe lemes of 

^'^^^^ anticrist J>et werrej) J>e guode men be hare strengj>e / 

ase deden ine ealde time J>e tyrans J>e martires / fe 

eretiks : J>e guode cristene men / and ssolle do ine J>e 

against the Umba ende of ]>e wordle. f e lemes of anticrist J>et ssolle weni 

of Antichriit, ^^^ j^^ guode cristone / f et onneaJ>e ssel by eny f et dor 

by-knawe J>et by cr/sten / uor J>e strengjo of anticrist 

the destroyers of and of his lemes. J^t is fet best J>et sayn Ion yze^ J>et 

chruSIir^n. weiTede pe haljen huerof we habbejj beuore* yspeke. 

T^Jm^bHif this J^® lemes of J>ise beste ham sseawej) nou ine kueade 

wewicked *'^^ pWnces / and ine kueade ouerlinges / J>et be hare greate 

and rulers. couaytise / defoulent and be-uleaj> / and ethe]> pi] are on- 

derlinges / zuo J>et pe guode men J>et byej> onder ham 

habbejj yno^ to J>olye / and ynoj of zoi^es / and of 

greate misuaL Ac J>e ilke J>et al nim]> ine Jjolmodnesse 

Hewhotrustain ^80 dede iob. and him lef|) al ine god : ouercomf J>is 

^e'^S '^^*- ^^^ ^ f^ H ^* ouercbmf / god him behat J>et 

and au his fi>e0. }jq j^j^^j ^ j^ jq^q nii3te / ouer his yno / ase zayj> zaint 

Ion ine J>e apocalipse. Efter alle J>ise vi^tinges comj) 

[FoL 67. a.] P^ ^^^ P^^ mest is Strang. Vor J>e dyuel J>et mochel 

The devil assails ^ kueduol / and sotil huawue he yzi3f J>et f e man is 

^^d^r^ ' ycHue ope J>ane hel of p^eccioun. and he hej> alle pe 

sumption. m3tes beuoTO yzed ouercome. J>awne he asaylej> him be 

ydele blisse and be presumcion. Vor him fing)) J>et he 

is a wel guod man / and wel mid gode / uor J>et he he J) 

zuo moche y-do / and yjwled uor him. Hueruore he 

Lucifer feu low ^alb obeihuil uram zuo heie : zuo loie / ase dede 

on account of his ^ ' ' ^ ' 

pride. lucifer. And J>eruore hit is grat nyed / fet J>e man by 

SJuid bTc^u""* ^^ I *^^ y^^^ ^^ "^^ ^ y^^ne uram ydele blysse pei 
^*»^» makef J>e efterwarde. Vor ine J>e ende / \\p ofte pQ 

often destroyed accombriuge. and nyxt f e hauene : spilj) ofte pet ssip / 
haven. )>«t gej) zikerlichc ine J>e heje ze. J^ruore hit behoue)) 
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pet he agray))i his zayl / pet is his onderstondinge to pe 
hauene of helf e / ))et is to lesus crist / be pe wynde of 
stedeuest loue / and of grat wyhiinge of god. bis is be Let the mui be 

guided by the 

ende of ri3tuobiesse / huerof we habbef aboue yspeke / windofated- 

f et comf of pe yef|)e of strengf e / and of pe mrtue of 

prowesse. aze pe guode kni^t and orped / f et hef guod 

herte and hardi / and hef y-by ine uele f restea mid The good knight, 

grat wi] / and grat honger to ssewy his strengfe ine his bwu and oour- 

tomemews of er ine vijtinges / him uor to alosi. and S^nin u»etoui^ 

uorzof e huo f et hef grat loue of god and grat honger / ^"^'^^ 

and grat wilninge of his helf e. he ouercomf li^tlyliche 

Jjise laste vi^t. Vor he nele ne n^t ne wylnef ine f ise 

line bote f et ib to pe worf ssipe and to pe blisse of god / 

and helf e of his zaule. And huo f et f is ui3t ouercomf / He who over- 

he winf pe mede huerof saint Ion spek / huer f et oure ught 

Ihord zayde ine pe apocalipse / *^to him ))et ssel ouer- 

come. ich wylle him yeue to ethe of pe trawe of Hue 

fet is amidde paradys.* fet is lesu crist ))et yeff lyf shall receive the 

eurelestinde / huerby alle pe haljen Hbbef ine pe bhsse ufe, 

of paradis and bye)) alle uoUe and uolueld. And f et 

is pe bhssinge f et oure guode mayster beliat ine his 

spelle to his guode kni^tes huanne he zede. *yblissed 

byej) ]>o fet habbej) honger and forst of ri3tuolne88e' / 

f et is of god to serui and to louie / uor hi ssoUe by and be filled with 

uolueld of pe fnit of pe trawe of line. \)et is pe ende trwof life."** 

and pe guodnesse of f ise mrtue f et is ycleped prowesse 

huerto ous lede pe yef|)e o strengf e. 

Of J)e yef)3b of red / and of u/jrruB op merci. ofthegiaof 

counsel and of the 

Ase pe holy gost yefj) strengf e and wyl of greate ^^*rtue of mercy, 
f inges to onderuonge : alsuo he yeff red / huerby me 
comf to guode heauede and to guode ende of f et me 
nimb an hand. J)et is a grat grace fet pe holy gost Thegiftofcoun- 

. 1 1 o, n t 1 -1 -selisa great 

yefj) / fet is ycleped pe yeffe of red. huerby pe man hef grace of the Holy 
grat bezyinge / and grat befenchinge in fet he nymf itguidethman 
an hand. And f et he ne by to hastif ine his niminges. "****** 
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Vor ase zayf f e filozofe / * greate f inges byej) y-do / na^t 

be strengf e of bodie ne be annes : ac be guod red.' 

Hasty couniieii* -^Jid anofer ziio zayf fefc hette socmtes / pet * of hastif 

followed by re- ^^ . j^^ uorf ingf effce[r]ward.' andf eruore zayf salomow. 

* jSTe do najt wyf -oute guod red. and efter f e dede hit 
ne seel na3t f e uorf enche.' 

This grace show- J)is grace him ssewef ine man ine pvi maneres. 

•th^iteeifin three y^rst to zeche blefeUche guod red Jjous redde tobye / 
L Towekgood j^g ^^^ , Yayre zone ' zay> he / * zech enremo red of 
wyse men.* And Salomon fus zayf. *fer no guod red 
Folk fioi. says ne ys : fet uolk to-ual)) / and is al onzauwed. ac hi is 
wantofoounaeL wely -holpe huawue fer is moche guod red wyfiwne.' 

* Ac loke' f e zayf f e wrytinge * uram kueade rederes. and 
Beware of fiose ne aksc no red at foles / uor hi ne louief / bote fet 

advisers, and aak , , . , j. i i. i. 

no counsel of ham likef. na3t J?et payef god. Alsuo tekf pe 
swk'adviceofthe writiuge / fct me ssel zeche red ate yealden / and na^t 
oidMd expert- ^^ p^ yonge pe ne byef na^t yproued ine nyedes. Ac 
mid f e yealde f et habbef yzo3e and yproued pe f inges / 
Rehoboam lost a fet is fet wy t / and f et red. Vor fan f et roboam 
kingdom through salomowues zonc / uorlet fane red of pe yealden guode 
foiiomngbad ^^^ j ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^ yonge : he uor-leas fet gratteste 

del of his kingdome. 

He who hath this Efteward / huo j)et hef fise yefjje / he onderzekf 

pe redes f et me him yefj) / and fengf mid greate 

is not easily led befenchiuge : fet is grat bezyinge : yef me him ret 

counselor others, "wel / and treweliclie / na3t li^tliche yleue to pe rede / 

of er to f e ziggenge of one mawne / ne of tuaye / hou 

moche f et hi by his priues / and his urendes. Huerof 

seneke zede. fet *wys man examenef fe redes / and ne 

ylefj) na3t li3tliche. uor f e ilke f et ylefjj li3tliche : uint 

but foiioweth only oftc fct me hi??! gylef / and misret.' Efter ward / huo 
good advice, ^^^ j^.^ ^^^^ ^^^ j ^^ ^^^^ ^ ^^^^ ^^ pmne he hit 

hej) yuounde. Yor na3t he zekf red / fet ne hef no 
wyl to do la3e. Huerof Salomon zayf. Jjet *hit f ingf 
to fe fole fet he is ine ri3te waye. Ac fe wyse zayf. 
on red is to zigge. uor fe vryse bou3f to guod rod / fet 
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f e foles onwoTpep.* Jje meste profitable red pet me may which foou de- 
liabbe / is be red ofoure guode maistre lesu crist bet is The mont proiit- 

«i ,^, ^iji able advice ifl that 

pe wysdom of god pe uader of nuam comp al guoa red ©four good Maa- 

[and] ous brengf uram heuene / pe ilke ]>et is pe angle of ' 

red / ase zayj) pe writinge. J>ot is fet red f et he ous yeff 

ine his spelle huawne he zede. * yef f ou wylt by parfit : 

guo and zel al f et f ou best / and yef hit pe ponre uor 

godes loue. an com efter me / and Jou sselt habbe grat 

hord ine heuene.' Yzi^ and fench huo yeff fane red. 

uor bet is ase zayde be wysdom of god be uader. be He u the angei of 

cooiuel, 

angel of red / )>et is zo]? god / and zop man / ]7et com true God and true 
ine erfe pe uor to rede / and pe uor to teche fane way who came on to 
and fane ri3te pef to guonne into paradis. f et is pe ^^^^^^^ 
pef of pouert^ / huerby let pe holy gost f o f et he alijt p*'»<**»«» 
of fe yeffe of red. Zof hit is f et ine of re manere / 
and be of re waye hi mo3e ham soui. ase be f e waye of 
fe hestes of oure Lhord lesu crist loki: ase ine 
spoushod / of er ine wodewehod / and ine richesses of 
f e wordle huawne me his uzef wel. Ac f e holy gost be 
fe yeffe of red / let and drajf uorf more rijtuolliche 
and more zikerliche be f e pef e of zof e pouert6 / huer- by the path of : 
by me onworf ef and def onderuot f e wordle and alle "" ^^* 
couaytyse / uor f e loue of god. 

Jjes yeffe of red bestrepf f e zenne of auarice and of ]^troylth '^" 
couaytise / and zet a wel uayi trau / bet is be m'Hue of avarice and oovet- 

' ' ' ouaness, and pro- 

merci / fet is zoi^e and folemodnesse of ofremawne motoe sorrow and 
kuead / and of ofremawne misdede. J3et trau hef zeue The tree of mercy 

- _ , . o 1 . 1 ***^^ seven steps, 

stapes huerby hit wext and profitef.* j)et byef fe zeue [FoI. 58. a.] 
finges fet moche ledef man to merci / and to habbe seven things which 
folemodnesse of of re mawne kueade. J^it uerste f ing ^**** ^ ™*"^" 
fet ssel man sterye to merci : is kende. uor ase zayf fe i- Nature, 
hoc fet spekf of kende of bestes. * no uojel ne eth of No fowl eateth 

«, . n-L' ^ It -r^n i •„ , another of its own 

ofren yef he is of his kende. Efterward f e like zelue Jdnd. 
boc zayf. fet *on mere dra^f uorf fet colt of anofre 
huanne hi is dyad.' Efterward me hef moche yzo3e and 
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OUR PARENTS : GOD AND THE CHURCH. 



The wolf protectr 
eth 'tor-cast' chil- 
dren from otiier 
beasts, 

wherefore a man 
should pity the 
sin of another oi 
his own kin. 



2. Oraoe. 

We are all limbs 
of one body, and 
one limb natural- 
ly bears with an- 
other. 

We are all bought 
with one price, 
wiUi the blood of 
Christ. 



We are all child- 
ren of one Father, 
by belief and by 
grace. 



8. The Scriptures 
exhort us to be 
merdftil. 



The oil feeds the 
fire in the lamp. 
The lamp is 
mercy. 

As the oil up- 
riseth in the 
lamp above all 
other fluids, 
BO does mercy 
above all other 
virtues. 



When mercy fiUl- 
eth the love of 
Ood fiiileth. 



yproued / and is ine f o boo yuonde. f et pQ wolues 
dra^ef uorf f e children ])et byef uor-kest / and wercf 
his uram opre bestee. "Wei ssel f anne a man hablje 
pite / and Jjolemodnesse of f e kueade of pe of re pet is 
him anlich ine kende. Jjet alle we byef of one kende / 
and of one ssepj^e. and to one uorbisne yniad / ase we 
habbej) y-zed be-uore. j)e ofer ping jjet ^el man dra3e 
to merei / and to folemodnesse of of re manne kuead / 
])et is grace, uor alle we byef lemes of o body / fet is 
of holy cherche be grace, and o leme hef kendeliche of 
anof ren : f olemodnesse. Effcerward alle we byef wij>- 
bojt of one zelue pris. ])et is mid J»e blisuoUe blode [of] 
lesu crist f et he ssedde uor ous ine pe rode / ons uor 
to wijhbegge uram J»e dyaf e eurelestinde. Huanne 
godes zone wes panne zuo reuf euol / zuo uol of merci 
auoreye ous : wel ssoUe we habbe reuj»e / and f ole- 
modnesse pe on of pe ofre. helpe / and soucouri J»e on 
pe ofer. Efterward / alle we hjep children of [on] uader 
and of moder be byleaue and be grace, uor we hjep 
godes children and of holy cherche. and pe on brof er 
ssel helpe pe of ren : fanne he yzi^f his niede. uor ate 
niede : me yn^p huet pe urend is. J)e f ridde fing f et 
ssel moche man sterie to merci : is f e heste of pe holy 
writinge. f et redef and hotef pe workes of morsi aboue 
alle of re workes. Huerof fe wise Salomon zayf / *y- 
wyte fe* zayf he / *fet fin heued ne by najt wifoute 
oyle.* Vor be oyle is y-uorfed fet uer ine fe lowpe. 
and ine lompe is onderstonde merci fet ssel by euremo 
ine fine heuede / fet is ine herte. And al ase f e oyle 
op arist ine fe lompe / alle f e of re woses : alsuo merci 
alle f e of re mrtues. An alsuo ase fe oyle norissef and 
lokef fet uer ine f e lompe. and huanne hit failef : fet 
uer is y-kuenct. alzuo huanne merci faylef : f e loue of 
god failef : ase saynt Ion zayf. * Huo fet yze3e his brof er ' 
zayf he * habbe niede and mezayse / and he [ne] him yeffe 
[sset] fe dore of his herte* / fet is to zigge / *huo fet ne 
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heb reube and hi?» ne helpb yef he may / hou is' he God's love ib not 

^ ^ . t. / / In him that help. 

zay b / * godea loue ine him V / ase yef he zede / bet ne eth not hi« 

_ -.T. in .. ^,,. brother In hi» 

may na^t by. V or pe oyle of merci is y-faled me fe need, 
lompe of his herte. 

Effcerward pe guode tobie tojte his zone / and zayde The good Tobie 
Jjiis. * Vayre zone bi merciuol as pe mi^t. yef fou best bemereiftiiandto 
yno3 of guode i yef largeHche. and yef f ou best lite : ^* * ^' 
of po litle yef gledhche.* And onre Lhorde lesu mst chrirttaid,**Go 
zayj) ine his spelle. *guo zayf he and zel al pet fou hAst, »nd give it 
best / and yef bit pe poure.* j)et is pe mrtue fet pe holy ^ «p«w." 
writinge ret. more generallicbe. Vor fet is f e uirtue 
fet god mest is mid ypayd ase z&yp pe writinge. [PoL58.b.] 
Huer-of god zayf be J»e profete. * ich wille he zayf A«Godwiith,"i 
merci : and na^t sacrifice.' and saint aus'tin pua z&yp / andnotaao^M." 
]>et * J)er ne is no ping ))et make]) man zuo by beloued 
mid god : asepite.' Vele men makep to god sacrefices / 
of uestiwges / of peregnnages / of ssarpnesses of bodye / ^^J!™*" *", 
ac nor to do elmesse / hi byeb straite and wrechchen. ^t "d perform 

. pilgrimagea, but 

Efterward per hjep manie men to huam god hef large- eparing of their 
liche y-yeue of timliche guodes. and make]) sacrefices 
na3t to god : ac to fe dyeule / ofer to pe wordle / in Many mens© 
J)et hi despendeb foUiche hare guodes ine ydelnesses ing their money 

offer sacrifloea to 

nor host of pe wordle ac uor to yeue uor god : by bye]) the deviL 
harde ase an [di] aymont. 

Efterward ase merci likeb to god alsuo hit ne likeb *^"^ ^ ^is- 

,^ . , , , pleating to the 

noj)ing to pe dyeule. Vor ])et is ])e armure huer-by he devii, 
is be rabre ouercome / ase zayb a glose ope be sautere. ^^^ *^ ^ ^« 

y y I Jr O i' r armour whereby 

Vor he ne may na^t f olye fane guode smel of pe ilke he la soon over- 
come, 
smerieles namore pnaine pe boterel ])anne smel of pe He cannot endure 

vine. Zuych smel ne mi3te ni^t Judas ]K)lye fo pe ointment of 

magdalene smerede lesu cristes uet mid pe precious such ameii Jndaa 

smerieles. Vor \dm ])03te ])et hit wes fing uorlore. and **" 

he betere louede fet zeluer ine his porse be his couay- 

tise. Of zuiche uolke is Ihord H dyeuel and mayster. ^1^^^^^^ 

pei is ine belle, pei is y-cleped : ssette-pors. fet an deviu who is a 

hermite y-ze^ / pei zede fet he hedde pei mestier uor to i»ur8e." 
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THE LIBER.VLITY OF CHRIST. 



4. The liberidity 
of our Lord. 
God giveth liber- 
ally to all, 
for the sun shineth 
upon the good 
and the evil. 



wherefore we 
should be kind 
and courteous to 
one another. 



The Bon should 
be like the &ther. 



The merciftil are 
God's sons. 

5. Tlie honour of 

God. 

He who honours 

God will do good 

to the poor. 



The poor are the 
little household 
of our Lord. 



He who honours 
the poor, honours 
God, 



as was seen by 
St Martin, who 
gave his mantle 
to a poor man. 
[FoL 60. a.] 



6. The dread of 

doom. 

Doom without 

men7 shall be to 

those who do not 

the works of 

mercy. 



ssette j)e porses of j>e wrechchen / f et hi ne ssoUe by 
open to do elmesse. 

Jje uerfe f ing f et ssel man sterie to merci / is fe 
greate largesse of oure Ihorde / fet yef|} largeliche to 
alien / be J>et / j>ei hy byef . ase zayf saint lacob. and 
makef fe zonne ssine ope pe guode / and ope fo 
kueade / ase he zayf ine his spelle. Vor f awne huo 
f et is zuo large to ous. uor he ons yeff al pet we 
habbef of guod : we ssolle by large and cortoys / pe 
on / a-ye pe of re / and helpe f e on / J)e of re. uor fns 
he ons hat ine his spelle f o he zede. * byef uol of merci 
ase youre uader is.* pe zone ssel by ylich pe nader of er 
he is onkende be zaynte peter. And f eruore zayde pe 
wyse ine pe writinge. ' by merciuol and reuf euol to pe 
uaderlyese / ase hire uader / and hire moder. and f ous 
f ou sselt by godes zone.' 

pe vifte fing f et ssel man sterie to merci / is : worf - 
ssipie god Vor ase zayf Salomon. \)e ilke worfssipef 
wel god oure Ihord : f et def guod to pe poure. uor fet 
me ham def : me hit def to god / ase hiwi-zelf hit wyt- 
nessef ine his spelle. *J)et fou hest y-do he zayf to 
onen of mine poure : fou hit hest y-do to me.' J3e poure 
byef pe little mayne of oure Ihorde. yef f ou worf ssipes 
pe pouere fou worf ssipes god. Vor huo fet worf ssipef 
J»e mayne : he worssipef pe Ihordes sergoni and huo 
f et def ssame to pe maine : he def ssame to pe sergond. 
Of f isen we habbef uayre uorbysne ine mine Ihorde 
sant martin to huam god bim ssewede pe nijt efterward 
fet he todelde his mentel to pe poure / and wes beue- 
alde ine pe mentle / and zede. to his angles. * Martin 
yet nou y-primsened me hef yssred mid fise clofe.' 

Jje zixte fing fet ssel moche sterie ane man to 
merci : is pe dred of dom. Vor ase zayf saint iacob. 

* dom wyf-outc merci /-ssel bi do to fan : fet ne def 
workes of mercL' Vor ase god zayde in his spelle. 

* Huawne me comf to f e dome / f e dom ssel by yeue aye 
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bo bet ne habbeb y-do be workes of merci.* nor god Godwuitamthe 
nam wile do pet dyaue eare. and Jerof nit ne is no unmerciful, 
wonder / to fan f et anhaste makef ham dyaue to f e 
poure / ase hit ssewef ine f e godspelle. ine f e uorbisne Thu Christ show- 

«., / , 1 edusin the par- 

of j)e nche manne / pet onworf ede fane lazre. nor f et aWe of Dives and 

he him wemde his elmesse : god him wemde ane drope ^'•**™^ 

of weter / per he wes ine uere of helle. Alsuo to pe 

fole maydenes f et ne hedde non oyle ine hire lompen / 

god ham ssette pe gate of pe sposayles / and ham zede. 

ich not huo y[e] byef . zuo f et hy bleftew wyf -oute. Jjus The covetous 

he ssel do ate day of dome to wrechchen and to pe ^ay to Pamdiw) 

couaytous / f et ne ssolle habbe pe ledinge of me[r]ci / ** **~"**<^y» 

])et let pe zaules in-to paradis / and ham makef way to 

comene to-uore god. ase zayf pe wrytinge. ase me 

make]) way and ondef pe gate blefeliche to fan fet 

brengf uayr present. Vor-zof e ari^t acorsed ssel by fet but cursed shau 

uram reufe went fane reg at ,f o daye. Vor god ssel ed their backs on 

yene dom wel dreduol / f et ssel by zuo uest and zuo ^^^^' 

stable / and uor alle time y-<;or?fermed / ne neure ine Christ shaU give 

doom as a king, 

none time wyf cleped. Jjes dom yzed beuore / ssel he 
do ase king, f anne ssel he keste his greate manzinge 
as f e he je bissop an souerayn pope. Vor king he is : and cursing as a 
and bissop / ase zayf f e writinge. Vor he nom kende toveteign^^, 
of man of kinges kerznd / and of bisssoppes. j>e ilke for He took the 
amawzinge sel by ope alle fo uolke / fet ssole by a left- wng.andof 
half/ non ne worf uorbore. j>et ssolle by fe kueade This**J^ing shall 
huiche he ssel miszigge uor hare on-trewfe. and fus he J^ft^^d*" **° *^® 
ssel ham zigge. * Guof ye acorsede in-to fe greate uere "Go," he shall 
eurelestinde ine helle fe stinkinde / and fyestemess of into everUsting * 
ssed / fet is agrayfed to fe dreduoUe dyuele / and to thecS^andhJ 
his uela^es / fet habbef ymad his messages.' A. alias / '®"°'^*- ' 
f es dom f aj hit by wel ssort : uor-zof e hit ssel by wel Thu doom shau 
zor3uol and hard. Huawne he his ssel wreke out of his rowfui. 
uela3rede. Mochel is to drede zuo harde to-delinge. 

Jje'zeuende fing fet ssel moche man sterie to merci: 7. The seed of 

mercy beareUi 

is a zed fet betere makef firut ine Ihene land / f anne hit good flruit. 
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190 THE VIRTUE OP CHARITY. 

Mercy muiupUeth ^q ine uette. Hou merci multiplieb be timliche (modes. 

temporml riches. f r r o 

hyer-of we habbej) uele uayre uorbisnen. huerof ich 

wille hier zome telle. Me ret of saint germain of 

St Germain had anceme. J)et JK) he com uram rome / ate out-guoinge 

money to the of melane he acsede at onen of his diaknen yef he 

hedde eny zeluer. and he ansuerede fet he ne hedde 

bote f ri pans, uor say[n]t germayn hit hedde al yeue to 

**^'*tdb^^** ponren. Jjanne he him het : pet he his ssolde yeue to 

of hifl deacons, hQ poure. uor cod hedde ynoj of tniode huerof he hise 

whowaatoldto '^ '^ ^ J ? © 

give them also to uedde uor ))ane day. J)e dyacne mid greate pine and 
The deacon gave mid greate gTochinge yeaf Jje tuaye pans / and ofhild 
on^ wo pence ^^^^ j^ridde. pe sergont of ane riche knijte him 

bro^te ane his Ihordes haf tuo hondred pans. J)o 
St Germahi dis- clepede he his dyacne and him zede / fet he hedde 
S^recciving two bonome pe poure ane peny. and yef he hedde yeue 
ofT^h^Slfd fa»® fridde peny to J>e poure : \>e kni3t him hedde 
^noe from > rich y^ent : fri hondred pan3. * 

Efterward me ret ine pe lyue of Ion pe amoner J)et 

wes zuo ycleped uor pe greate elmesses )»et he dede. 
A rich gentleman A richo ieutilmau wes y-robbed of bieues / zuo bet him 

waa robbed by '' r / r 

thievee of au that ua^t uc blefte. He him com to playni to J»e uorzede 
and he complain- manuo. and he him zede his cas. he hedde greate 
iSi^nOT wiw reufe perot and het his desspendoure J»et he him yeauo 



uyfbene pond of gold. ))e spendere be his couaytise ne 



ordered his stew 
ard to give him 

fifteen pounds of y^^f boto vj'f. Au hastc a geutil wymman wodewe 
but the servant zente to be uore yzede Ion / uif hondred pond of gold. 

gave only five. . . 

A gentle widow J)o he clepedc his spendere / and hi77i acsede hou moche 
hundred pounds, he hedde y-yeue to pe kni3te. he ansuerede: vyftene 
pond, pe holy man ansuerede : ))et nay. he ne hedde 
told his ^^ ^^' *^^ huawne he hit wiste / pe ilke zelue fet 
servant that if he }^q hedde ouderuouge / zuo zayde to his spendere. fet 
15 pounds, our yef he hedde y-yeue J»e viftene pond ])et he hedde y- 

Lord would have nii.ia .1 1 i» 

sent him 1500 hote : OUTO Ihord him hede yzent be pe guode wyiman : 

grod woman* ^ fouzond and vyf hondred pond. And huawne he 

acsede ate guode wyfinan fo he hedde hise ycleped 

hou moche hi hedde him y-lete / hi andzuerede / f et 
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uerst hi hedde y-write ine hare testament / J>et hi him 

let a bousend and vyf hondred pond. Ac hi lokede which wMtherom 

efterward ine hare testamewt and hi yzea be bousend him in her wiu, 

"f ^ ' * but the 1000 

pond defaced of hire write / and zuo ylefde f e guode pounds was afUr- 
wyfman / fet god wolde ]>et hi ne zente bote vif fiu»d. 
hondred. 

Efterward saint gregori tel]? ])et saint boniface st Boni&oe show- 
nram Jjet he wes child / he wes zuo piteuous : ])et he to the poor, for 
yaf ofte his kertel and his sserte to fe poure uor god. Tfie^beiOTby 
))a3 his moder him byete ofte Jjeraore. Jjawne be-vil onrae'S^i 
f et / fet child yze3 manie poure f et hedden mezeyse. JJi^"^^^*^^'^ 
he aspide fet his moder nes na^t ))er. an haste he yam ^^ 8"*™©'" "or the 
to f e gemiere / and al bet his moder hedde y-gadered *nd his mother 

, , . « 11. ^"^ nearly out of 

uor to pasi ]>et yer : he hit yaf ))e poure. and f o his her wiu, but sud- 
moder com and wyste fe ilke dede : hy wes al out of prayer of the 
hare wytte. J>et child bed oure Ihorde : and fet gemier ^^^jf^™' 
wes an haste aluoL 

Efterward ))er wes a poure man ase me zayf. ]>et ^Jjf^JJJ^f^^^*!^' 
hedde ane cou / and yhyerde zigge of his preste ine his ^ *• requited 
prechinge / f et god zede in his spelle f et god wolde 
yelde an hondreduald al f et me yeaue uor hi??*. J)e 
guode man mid be rede of his wyue / yeaf his cou to gave his cow to a 

^. ^ J / J rich priest, who 

his preste bet wes riche. be prest his nom blebeliche / took it home with 

him, and placed it 

and hise zente to ]7e ojjren ]7et he hedde. ^o hit com among his other 
to euen : f e guode ma/ines cou com hom to his house xt erentide the 
ase hi wes y-woned / and ledde mid hare alle fe prestes S^^'brf^- 
ken al to an hondred. J)o fe guode man y-ze3 f et / ^"*f J^ ***' "^ 
he fo^te fet fet wes fet word of fe godspelle fet he longing to the rich 
hedde y-yolde. and him hi weren yloked beuore his 
bissoppe aye fane prest. Jjise uorbisne ssewe)) wel f et Mercy u ^ood 

,, 1.1. .x'Ti- chaffer and mul- 

merci is guod chapuare. uor hi def wexe ; pe timlicne tipUeth temporal 
guodes. *^*****^ 

Op bE GUODNES OP ELME88E. Of the goodness 

of alms. 

Nou best fou y-hyerd fe bo3es of f e trawe of merci. Many bestow 
ac uor fan f et moche uolk byef / J>et hare elmesse f et ^d uselessly. 
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192 THREE CONDITIONS OF ALMSGIVING. 

Alms should be hv dob : hi lyezeb / and hare obre ^odes. uor hi ne 

given to the need- -^ r J r I r & 

fw, and should dob najt ase hy ssolde. beruore ich be wyle seea^vy 

be made pleasing ,,.//, , , , 

to God. ssortliche / hou me ssel maky elmesse : to fan f et hi 

by behofsam. and ]>et hi liky god. 
In almsgiving Jjawne huo bet ssel do ehnesse : hel ssel loki bri 

three things are. 

to be considered. Jjinges. Yerst .* huerof he def elmesse. uor he hit ssel 

I. A man must ^^ of his 03ene / and na^t of ojjremanne. and J)erof J)et 

Sl^to wi^i^ ^® ^®f ^^ ^^^^ wynnynge and trewe. god ne hej) hede 

2aX^^«S!'" ^^ kueade yeffes. ac he his louej) trewe and guode. 

'^'**®'- ^^ Elmesse f et is y-do of fyefjw. of tol. of robbinge. of 

theft, tou, rob- gauelynge. ober of obre kueade gaderinge : hit ne Hkeb 

bkg. usury, are.' ' oo i 

not pleasing to nofiwg god. Huerof ))e wri tinge zayf. *]>ounesselt 
na3t maky none sacrefice to god of oxe / ne of ssep / 
f et by spotty, uor god hef grat wlati3nage / of zuych 

He who maketh saciefice.' and f e wyze zayj) in f e writinge. * J>e ilke ]>et 

sacriftoe to God of 

the goods of the make)) sacWfic« to god / of fe guodes of fe poure : he 
um' he who slay- dej) ase fe ilke J>et ssla3t fet child be-uore his uader.* 
tore^hbitfhe?" -^^ ^^y^^ austin f us zaif . * huet yof|>e is f et * he zay)?. 
That is not ^ *)>et fe on nimj) gledliche / and fe ofer hit lyest 
readUy and the wepi/ideliche : ? * and beruore ssel ech loki huerof he deb 

other loseth ^ '^ 

weepingiy. elmesse. 

t. Look to whom Eft^rward he ssel loky to huam he hit def . Jjanne 

good. f© writinge zayf . Loke to huam f ou sselt do guod. 

do guod to f e guode. f et is to jjan : f et ))0U wenst by 
Give to the good guod. and ne yef na^t to j)e ssrewe. ne ne loke na3t 
shrew and the fane zene3ere. Jjet is to zigge : fet fou ne sselt na3t 
sinner, ^^^^ ^ ^^ kueade / be fe scele of his kueadnesse. ase 

dof f o f et yeuef f e ribaus / and menestrals / uor hare 
that is to say, as wykkednesse. * ne oberlaker hi nolden ham yeue nait. 

the rewardof their . _ ^ . , , a i 

wickedness, fot IS wcl grat zewne ase ziggef ]>e hal3eiL Ac huo f et 

ribalds and min- ham ycfj) / H^t uor hare kueadnesse : ac uor reuf e / 
and uor f olemodnesse of hare pourehede / and of hare 
Nevertheless alma wyues / and of hare children, yef hi hise habbef . ofer 
them on account of hiro uadcr / ofcr of hire moder. ofer uor ofre guode 
pove y. g^gjQ I j^gg jjjg ^Qj. ^ wyf dra3e uram zeyme : he def 

. * MS. loylkednetK, 
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weL banne elmesse y-yeue to be poure. and more to <Mveaiinatoth« 

'* "^ poor, and etpad- 

nam pet byej) rijt poure of herte / and of wyl. fet •uytothepoor 

habbej) ylete uor god pet hi hedden / ofer pet hi mi3te to the fttherien, 

habbe. pet fo ]>et ne hjep n^t poure of wylle : ac other neosMitoiu 

poure of nyede : wel ich habbe J»e eft / y-zed. And p*"**°^ 

ahieway me ssel ham ble]>eliche yeue / and nameliche 

to pe poure ssamueste. and to pe uaderlease. an to wyf- 

men wodewen. and to of re nieduolle / f awne me yzi3f 

J»e nyede / and me hit mo3e do. and zuo me is y-healde 

to be oncoube / aboue alle obren me is y-hyealde : to ^*»^« •" ■*>»" 

/ , . one help hU 

uader and to moder / huanne me y-zi^]) hare nyede. parents in their 
Vor pe kende hit tek]> / and god hit acsef / and hat. 

Me ret of pe heyrone ))et he dra^f uorf his uader [.at«>rw«i«.) 

and his moder huanne hi byeb ealde / and ne mo^e Nature teacheth 

na to do good to 

ham na^t porchaci. Jperuore kende tek]? ]7et me ssel oorfiitherand 

guod do to uader and to moder. and huo fet hit ne de)) : ^°^"' 

he is onkende. and zene^ep a-ye kende / and a-ye god- 

]>et hat to worf ssipie uader and moder / and ^ruore [FoL eo. b.] 

hit is wel il3t ]^t hit misualle to him and to hare 

j)et def harm uader o))er moder / ase hit is manye zife 

yualle. 

Efterward me ssel ysy hou me ssel do elmesse / *• conaiderhow 

^ ^ ' to give alms, and 

and pe manere his uor to yeuene. Vour condicions be the manner of 
pe writinge ssoUe by ine elmesse, }>e uerste is )>et me i. owegiadiyand 
hise yeue gledliche and mid guod herte. uor god lokef ^^""°**y* 
more J>e herte : f awne pe honden. Huerof saynt gre- 
gorie zayb. bet god ine his sacrement ne lokeb n&zt hou God looketh not 

. , .,, , ,. to the gift, but to 

grat fing me yeue / ac mid huet herte. ase hit ssewef the heart of the 

wel in pe godspelle of pe poure wyfman f et ne hedde 

bote tuaye uerf inges f et hi oflfrede to pe temple. Huerof 

oure Ihord zayf / f et hi hedde more y-layd : panne alle 

pe of re J>et hedden y-layd greate finges. Vor more 

likef of erhuil to god an alfpeny f et a poure yeff gled- •«* ^ ifi^h' 

liche uor god : bawne a riche man yeaue an hondred poor man'n half- 
penny than the 
marc grochindeliche and mid zor^e of herte. and feniore rich man's bun- 

_ , dred marks. 

zayf fe wyse ine fe wntrnge. 'make hezayf * uayre chiere* 
13 
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DELAY NOT IN THY ALM8-0IVIN0. 



Then are some 
8o diMoorUoos to 
the poor. 



that they aooom- 
pany their ahiu 
with many twit- 
tinge and up- 
braidinge. 



S. Give thy alms 
soon .and hastily. 



Say not to thy 
friend, "Go, and 
come again to- 
morrow." 



Make no delay, 
when then hast 
itinthy power to 
give. 



" Nothing," says 
Seneca, "is so 
deaiiy bought 
as what one hath 
by delay." 



Qlre thy ofBsrings 
to God while thou 
Uvest, 

for death waiteth 
for none. 



Give thy alms 
for the love of 
Christ. 



and glede ine alle fine yef|)es.' And zaynte paul zuo 
zayf J>et * god louep moche fane yeuere J»et is gled and 
corteys.' And zome f er byef zuo uyleyne to f e poure 
hnanne hi ham yeuef enye ehnesse / an haste his 
misziggej) uouUiche / and his clepyef truons / and haw 
ziggef zuo uele atuytinges / and of folyes er fan hi ham 
a3t yeue / f et wel is worf fet zeluer. ))e ilke elmesse / 
ne payf na3t god. and fereuore zayf fe wyse ine fe writ- 
inge. * bou3 fin eare he zayf ' to fe poure / wyf -oute 
zor^e / and hiw ansuere mildeliche.' 

))e ofer f ing f et behouef ine ehnesse is. fet me hit 
do zone and hasteliche. J)erof Salomon zayf. *ne zay 
na^t to fine urende / guo / and com ayen to mor^e / 
and f anne ich wylle f e yeue : huanne f ou him mijt an 
haste yeue.* And ine .anof re stede he zayf. * ne leng 
na^t fine yeffe uram fe nyeduoUe.* fet is to zigge / 
' ne make him na3t abyde : huanne f ou mi3t 
an haste yeue.' Jjet is aye uele riche / fet makef 
grede fe poure fet hebbef to done mid ham. and 
zuo moche his dof abide / zuo uele zif e hit behouef 
ham bidde and bezeche / beuore er hi wyllef a3t do / 
fet to moche hy ham zellef fe guodnesse fet hi 
ham willef do. Vor ase zayf senekes. * No f ing no 
is zuo diere y-bo3t : ase fet me hef be biddinge.* And 
f is is fet me zayf ine atwytinge. * Dyere ha bayf : fet 
byt.* And f ous ssel ech man wel do zuyf[t]liche uor his 
zaule f erhuyle fet ha leuef / and hoL Jjanne fe wyse 
zayf ine fe writinge. * Vayre zone * he zayf ' do guod of 
f inen : yef f ou best huerof. and offre to god worf i 
offiringe ferhuyls fet f ou leuest. Vor f e dyaf ne abyt 
na3t.' And ine anof re stede he zayf. * do guod to fine 
uriende : to-uore fe dyafe.* fet is to fine zaule / to 
huam fou sselt do guod to-uore fine dyaf e. ofer to 
fine trewe urende / fet is lesu crist to huam fou sselt 
guod do to-uore fine dyafe / doinde elmesses uor fe loue 
of lesu crist to his poure. Vor fet me def f e poure : 
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me def hit to him, aee he z&yp ine his spelle. panne (7oi. ei. m.] 

f e elmesse f et me yefj) ine lyuo / and ine helf e / more Aima givm in 

lifiB*tiino ftro 

is worf : fawne fe ilke f et is y-do efter f e deajw. Alsuo more worthy than 

ase f e lanterne f et me berf be-uore \>e manne / him let d«th. "* 

bet / and more zikerlaker / jjawne pe ilke J>et me berf a umtem carried 

behynde pQ regge. And J^eruore ous amonestef sainte better than one 

paul >et we do guod / J>erhuyle fet we Hbbef. H[u]awne ^^ ^^^^ ^^ 
a riche man ssel come to ane toiine / ofer to ane cite. 

he zent his messagyers be-uore ^ nor to nime guod in. [i ms. iKM«>re] 
of er oj)erlaker he mi3te wel fayly : guod in uorto habbe. 

J)e guode forriers pet nimef and agrayf ef f et hous of ^"J*** "* ^^ 

paradys to f e riche manne : byef pe elmessen f et ha ^** prepare for 

de)) ine his liue. pe elmessen f et byef y-do efter pe Paradiae. 
dyaf e : hjep ase pe hewe recreyd ))et late comf hom. 
zuo fet pe Ihord is oj^erhuil euele y-herber^ed. 

pe fridde cowdicion fet ssel by in elmesse is / fet »• GiveUberaiiy. 
me ssel yeue largeliche be fan f et me hef huerof. pe 

wyse zayf. *yef to god / be fan fet he hef fe y-yeue.' ifthouhaat 

And thobye zayf alsuo. * be fine mi3te by reuf euol / abundantly ; 

and merciuoL Yef fou hest moche guod: yef large- butifiitue.give 

ffladly and cour- 

liche. and yef fou hest lite : yef ferof blef cliche / and teonaiy. 

corteisliche.* Jjawne ech ssel yeue efter his mi3te / and « after Wi 

be fet/fet god him hef y-yeue. Me vint of ane ^efaSiL gave a 

kinge. to huam a poure acsede ane peny. he hym c*^^ one of his 

ansuerede / f et zuich a lite yeff e ne wes na^t uor ane would reftwe it 

, .nnn ./ ^^ account of 

king. And of alisondre me ret. f et [hej yaf ane cite / to the greatnew of 

onen of his sergons. an huanne fe ilke hise wolde uor- The king said to 

zake. uor fet / grat fing him fo3te / to nime zuych SSwhatirpro^ 

yeffe. Alisondre ansuerede and zayde. *Ich ne loky ^tfofi^to"^' 

na3t fet belongef f e to nimene : ac me to yeuene.* ^^®-" 

pe uerf e condicion is / fet f e elmesse by y-do mid J;,^i^*th^i"pure^' 

wiUe / and mid cowdicion. fet me ne zeche none ydele ™*°^- 
blisse / ne fet me ne onworf i f e poure. to huam fet me 
hit yeff. ne uor elmesse fet me def ine dyadlich zewne. 

me hef presumpcion uor to by y-bor3e. Zom uolk fer some foika give 

byef / fet yef hy dof elmesse : hi willef fet alle hit that aii should 
13 ♦ 
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BESTOW THY ALMS SECRETLY. 



bear of their 
charity. 



Christ hath com- 
manded ua to 
give oar alma 
secretly and 
without ostenta- 
tion. 



Good works may 
be done before 
the folk, for good 
example's sake, 



so that God may 
be glorified. 



The alms-giver 
must not despise 

[FoL 61. b.] 
the poor reci- 
pient. 



Some folk despise 

the poor, 

and speak largely 

and proudly to 

them. 



[a tokne het iob 
weakino.] 
Job was not 
ashamed of poor 
men. 



The fellowship of 
the poor 



wyte. Ac f e wyse zayf / pet me do f e elmesse in-to 
f e greade of J>e poure. Vor ase zayjj saynt gregorie. 
* hit is y-no3 to fe guode mawne / pet yef he hit zent / of 
huam he onderstant his ssepe to habbe.' And f eruore 
zayf onrelhord ine his spelle. * Huanne fou dest ehnesse. 
ne wyte na^t f i left hand : huet dep )>i ri^t hand, zuo 
f et fin ehnesse by y-hed. and f i uader of heuene f et 
izy^t fin hedinge : hit pe halt.' J)et is to zigge. Jjanne 
j)OU sselt do elmesse : loke fet ydele blisse. Jet is to 
onderstonde be pe left half, ne by na^t y-mengd. Ac 
do his in ri3te wone / and ri3te onderstondinge. J)et is 
onderstonde by Jje ri^t half. Ich ne zigge na3t f et me 
ne ssel do pe gupde workes oferhuil to-uore pe uolke / 
uor to yeue guode uorbysne / hueruore god by yhered : 
and y-f onked. Vor pua him zayf cure Ihord ine his 
spelle. fet we maki cure guode dedes to-uore pe uol- 
kerede / f eruore fet god by y-hered and y-glorefied n^t 
uor pe los of uolke ase def pe ypocn'te. and f eruore 
zayf saint gregorie / fet me do his workes aperteliche / 
fet pe onderstondinge bi ri^tuol bezide. 

Eft^rward huo f et wyle do elmesse / he hit ssel zuo 
do / f et he na^t ne onworf i pe poure to huaw fet he 
hit def . }>eruore zayf pe profete. * Ne onworf e na^t ' he 
zayf * J>i uless. fet is pe poure f et is ilich pe / and of 
zuiche kende of ulcss and of blod ase j)ou art. and of 
zuiche wose.* Zom uolk byej) f et onworfef pe poure / 
and ne daynof na3[t] to speke to ham. and yef hi spekejj : 
gratliche and proudHche hi spekef. Zuo ne dede n^t 
iob / f et zede / f et [he] ne onworf ede neure pe guoinde / 
vor f et hi weren naked, ac raf re ham yaf clofinge / 
and mete and drinke. j>e holi man pBi^ he were king / 
and he^ man / ne hedde none ssame of pe poure / ase 
dof zome greate Ihordes of fise wordle. ]>et wel dof 
elmesse to poure / ac alneway his habef ineonwor[f ]nesse 
uor hare pourehede. And yef hi weren ri3tuolliche 
milde ; hi ssolden betere louie pe uela3rede of poure 
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men/ pet hjep poure uor gocL pet hise mo^e wel edefie ib often to be 
be uorbisnes and be wordes / fet of manie riche men hi Sfrichmen.* 
habbef aboute ham / huer J>er ne is bote covay[ti]8e / 
ulaterie / yelpinge / [and ham make}) lete moche wel to 
done / and makef ham moche knead to done / be hare 
euele rede. 

Efberward J>er hjep som nolk f et dop yno^ elmesse / some folk give 
ac alnewey hi ne lete}> na^t to done hare greate zenne. yet forsake not 

. .,, 11. ,1 TT /» 1 • their prevailing 

pe like elmesse ne ssel his na^t ber^e. Vor yef hi gina, 

steruef ine zuich stat : hire ehnesse ne ssel ham na3t Aims alone wiu 

wytie / fet hi ne ssoUe by uor-lore. J5a7?ne zuich uolk 

byef ase pe ilke f et of one half make)) fet hous / and 

of opeT half he hit brekf . And ])eruore zayj) pe writ- 

inge. *Yef bon wilt kueme god : haue uerst reube / if thou wut please 

° / • ° . , 1 , God. have first 

and merci / of fine zaule. uor huo f et is kuead and mercy upon thy 

ontrewe to him : to huam ssel he bi guod and trewe V 

zay J) pe writinge : ase yef he zede. [he] ne may na^t ^ by [» ms. na\>t} 

guod and trewe to ofren : f et to him-zelue is kuead. 

And ))eruore saint austin zayj). * Huo fet wile ri^tuol- Let aims be pre- 

liche do elmesse : he ssel beuore agiwne^ at himzelue. ^^ ^ repent- 

uor he ssel more louie his o^ene zaule : fawne ano))res : 

uor god.* Non ne wolde zigge fet yef he were reufeuol / 

and uol of merci / fet ne ssolde habbe reufe of his 

moder poure and zik. hou moche he hedde reufe of 

obreiL Alzuo ich zigge / be ilke bet ne is na^t reubeuol He is not merd- 

^ . / ; / ftU that hath no 

ne uol of merci / fet ne hef pite of his zaule : huawne pity on ws own 
he wot fet hi is zik to pe dyafe / fet is ine dyadlich unto death, 
zewne. 

Nou ich habbe pe j-no^ ynssewed of pe trawe of 
merci. pe stapes, pe bo^es. and fet frut. fet com]) ine 
J)ise wordle / and ine pe ofre. of pe frut of fise trawe 
ous spekj) dauij) ri^t wel ine pe sautere / pev he zayf 
fous. 'yblyssed byej) J)0 ))et ham yeue)) to pe poure / giessed be those 
and to be nieduoUe.' bet is to zigge : bet ne abit naat : that give to the 

^ i' o© r -7 p^^ ^^ needftd, 

al-wet pe poure him bit / ac rafre hi7/i yef]) wyf-oute without delay, 
aksinge. Vor me wes ywoned to zigge / and zop hit dtation. 
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BLESSED ARE THE MERCIFUL. 



[Fol. «. ».] 



The merdfol 
shall be blesMd, 



and shall be de- 
livered from his 
f oee at the day of 
doom. 



The nnmerdftil 
shall be cursed 
[1 MS. >«] 
and driven from 
God's presence, 



and shall be given 
over to their foes, 
the devils. 



The merclfril 
shall inherit the 
kingdom of hea- 
ven, 

[1 MS. >e] 



and for their slms 
shall obtain 
mercy. 

They shall have 
everlasting life. 



is. fet to iiio[c]he bayjj / ]>et byt Ne J>e ilke ne he J) 
herte to yeuene : jtet ne yef|> er me acsL J)e ilke dej) 
wel pet yeff to fe poure pet acaep. ac he dej) bet : Jet 
yeff wyfoute aksinge. And of Jan -zayf J>e sautor. 
*Y-blis8ed is pe ilke fet onderstant to pe poure.* and 
hueruore is he y-blissed 1 he zayj) eft^rward ine pe ilke 
uers. Jet god him wyle deliuri in pe kaeade daies of his 
yno. fet ssel bi ate daye of dome fet ssel by hard and 
kuead to pe wickede / fet ssolle by y-damned / uor J>e 
workes of merci / Jet hi ne habbej najt ydo. Jjanne 
pe demere ssel liam zigge at Jo daye. *guoJ ye* acorsede / 
in-to Je uere of helle / mid alle Je dyeulen / Jet you is 
y-dijt uram Je ginnynge of Je wordle. Vor ich hedde 
honger / and Jorst / ye ne me yeaue mete / ne drinke / 
ich wes zik / Jou ne come na3t to me.* And Jus he 
ssel ham attwyte : Je workes of merci / Jet hi na3t 
habbej y-do. and Jeruore hi ssolle bi betake at Jo 
daye : to hare yuon. Jet byej Je dyeulen of helle. Of 
huam Je rewJeuoUe / and Jo Jet doj ham to Je poure / 
and to Je workes of merci. ssolle bi betake at Jo daye / 
and ssolle by do in-to sayzine of Je riche of heuene / ase 
zay J oure Ihord ine his spelle. Vor he ssel zigge to Jan 
Jot habbej y-do Je workes of merci/ * come J Je * yblissede 
of mine uader / onderuongej Je riche of heuene / Jet 
is to you y-dy3t / uram Je ginynge of Je wordle. Vor 
Jet ye habbej y-do to mine poure : ye hit habej me y- 
do.* Grat worjssipe god ham ssel do / Janne he ham 
Jonke J / of Je workes of merci. and he ham ssel y[e]ue : 
Jet lyf wyj-oute ende. And Jeruore he zayj ine his 
spelle. * YbHssed byeJ Je merciuolle : uor hi ssolle 
habbe merci.* uor Jet hi habbej ylengd / Jet lyf of Je 
poure be hare elmesse. Wel hit is rijt / and skele / Jet 
god ham yeue Jet lyf wyJ-oute ende / Jet is / and ssel 
by wyJ-oute ende. and Jeruore Jet hi habbej y-het 
reuje / of lesu cn'stes lemes ine Je erje / and hise 
habbej y-lokod / and y-confort^d ine hare nyede. Hit 
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is wel skele Jet me do ham ate ende merci / and f et me 
his deliuri of alle kueadnesse / of alle nyede. and fet andChriitBhau 
ssel he do / huawne he ssel yene J)e blisse eurelestinde / for ever, 
mid merci his let uorf / and his ssel herber^i. 

J)B TBFJJB op ONDBR8T02n)INGE. AND OP J)E U/ilTUE OF Thoglftoftrnder- 

. standing, and of 

CHASTETE. the virtue of 

Holy Writ 0U8 tekf / tuo maneres of lines, hnerby There we two 
me comf to fe line wy)H)ute ende. pe nerste is yhote ^^^om 
worknol [actine] / nor >et hi is ine znynch of gnode SHuh^^u 'Jnd. 
workes / and makef man onderstonde to fe profit of ^^j^^*!^^* 
him-zelne / and of his emcWsten. J)e ober is y-hote works. 

1 • T 1 . • in -1 ^® second is 

resteuol [cw^templatmej. nor f et hi is reste / of workes contempiaUve— 

wy])-onte / and ne dej) him na3t bote to god nor to the soui seeks to 

knawe / and lonie. hueniore hy his ydel of nyedes I[^^**||^^ 

wyJ>-oute / and ase aslepe. Ac hi is awaked wyfine to ®^» 

Jjenche of god / and him lonie / and na3t ne wylni : 

bote him to habbe / and nor him / alle of re Jinges / 

dej) ine uoryetinga Vor hi is of al y-robbed / and y- and desires to be 

... , T ,, .1,111 separated from 

pi^t me god. and wylne]) nor to by to-deld uram fe the mortal body, 
dyadliche bodye : nor to by alneway mid lesu cnst / Christ, 
ase zai]) zainte panL 

j)Q nerste lif is ine fe vijtinge / ine J)e nelde of The first ufe is in 
gnode workes / huer Jje knyjt liemej) / ham prouef / field of good 
and alosej). f e ojer his reste wyjj god ine fe chombre of [Foi. 62. b.] 
clene inwyt. J)e nerste onderstant to uede god / mid JJith^^^'tothe* 
J)e mete of gnode workes. pe oJ>er onderstant to by ^^^«[*^"* 
yned / and yneld of god be zof e confoit gostlicL panne 
be nerste is be-tokned be marben / bet wes bisy nor to Martha is a type 

f^ r I r J of the first life, 

nede oure Ihord / ase zayf fet godspel. Jje ofer is be- and Mary of the 
tokned be Marie / f et hire zette ate net of lesu cnst / 
and Iheste his wordes. Jje nerste is way / and inguo- 
inge' to fe ofren. Yor non ne may come to fe line 
restuolle : bote he by nerst wel y-proved ine line by- 
zye / ase zayf sain gregorie. Jje yeffes / and Je ntrtues 
huerof we habbe J) y-speke aboue be-longef / to fe nerste 
line J>et is ycleped worknol. Jje tuo laste huerof we 
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The gift of under- ssolle speke mid fe helpe of gode and of Je holy gost 
dS'b^^^rthto H is to wytene / >e yeff^e of onderstondinge / and J>e 
tt^ufe contem- j^fp^ ^f wisdom : belonged to Je oj^re Hue Jjet is y-hote 
restuoL Jjet lif is ine tuo Jjinges / ase we habbe]; aboue 
To this ufe belong y-zcd. J)et is to wytcns / ine ri^te knawlechinge of god / 

also a right 

knowledge of and ine stedeueste loue. J)e loue of onderstondinge leth 
love. to stedeuestnesse of ri3te knaulechinge. pe jefpe of 

wysdom / letb to stedeuestnesse of loue. 
The gift of under- Nou we wiUeb zisse uerst of be yefbe of onder- 

rtandlng given r oo r J r 

by the Holy stoudinge / be fan Jet Je holy gost wile ous teche. Jjes 
yeff e fet is y-hote yeffe of onderstondinge / ne is o|>er 
])iiig / be fe hal^en / and bi pe maistres / bote a lyjt 
is a light and a and a grace of bri3tne8se / Jet fe holy gost zent in-to 
ness which en- fo herto / huerby onderstondinge of man is arered uor 
know hiB Maker, to knawe his sseppeie / and f e gostliche f inges Jet ne 
md those spirit- ino3e najt by y-zo3e bodilich ine alle Je Jinges Jet be- 
taining to the longeb to be helbe of zaule. mid skele kendelich ne on- 

helpofthesouL o r r r 

derstondinge of man of him / ne uor him / ne may 
This gift is called come. J)es god is y-cleped lyat. Yor he clenzej Je 

light* for it 

deanaeththe onderstondinge of man / of Jiestemesse of prede / and 

understanding of 

the darkness of of^spottes of zexuie. Vop ase Jet li3t bodilich dej away 

spots of sin, Jiesternesse and make J bri3tliche izy Je Jinges bodilich : 

alsuo Jis li3t gostlich clenzej Je onderstondinge of 

man / al to Jan Jet he mo3e bri3tliche ysy / and Jet he 

mo3e knawe bri3tliche and zikerliche / ase me may y- 

toknowd*T° ^^'^^ ^® J^® dyeadliche Hue god his sseppere / 

and sorely God and Je sseppinges gostHche / ase biej Je angles / and Je 

zaulen. Jet belongej to Je helje of zaules. ase byej Je 

articles of Je beleaue / huerof we habbej beuore y- 

speke ine ane stede be him-zelue. Jris knawynge nis 

ni^^seed^iy^ bote in inwyt wel yuayred / and wel yclenzed. Vor 

neither may ase be ziko eiQ ne may najt wel yzi briatnesse. alsuo Je 

man's under- ' .... 

standing perceive onderstondinge of man ase moche ase in him is / ne 

spiritual truths . . i . i » i i i -i 

without being may ysy / ne knawe Je Jmges gostuche / bote he by 

the Divine light, wel yclenzed / of aUe lac of uel Je / be zo Je byleaue / 

Jet clenzej Je herten / ase zayj Je wiitinge. Ac Je 
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yefbe of be holy goat / huerof we spekeb hier / uol- 

make]) ]>i8e uayrnede / and Jjise clennesse me herte / to eniight«iis the 

fet his holy zaule / f et is y-clenzed / and alijt / mid 

f ise li^te of onderstondinge : mi3te ysy and knawe 

god / and al fet him is niede / and guod to his ybor^- 

inge / and pet is j)e blissinge / huerof god spek]) ine 

his spelle / Jjo he zede. *yblissed bye]> Jo: fet byef The dean of 

clene of herte / uor hi ssoUe ysy god ine him-zelue ase ood u He is, by 

he is be byleaue alyjte / and y-strengfed be f e yef j>e the gift oTmider- 

of onderstowndinge.* Vorzofe efber fe dyeafe / ine •'*°**°«* 

paradis hi ssollen yzy him / al aperteliche / wizage / [poi. es. a.j 

to visage. 

Jjanne zayj) zaynte pauL Jia yef|>e dej) away aUe tmb gift put* 
uelbe of herte / and hire clenzeb parfitliche of alle the heart, but 

, "^ espedallylebhery. 

lackes / and specialliche of pe lacke of pe zenne of 

lecherie. Vor huo bet is be-ueld mid bo lac : he is For who la defiled 

with thla dn haa 

ri3tuolliche yblent / and he J) ylore pe ejen of pe herte / loet ihe eyee of 

skele and onderstondinge / zuo fet he ne mayjy-knawe 

his sseppere / ne f inges Jet wendef to pe helfe of 

zaule. Ac is ase best )>et ne hep wyt ne skele ine him. 

p&nne danij zayj ine pe sautere. Jet man to huam Jet 

god hej y-do zuo grat worjssipe Jet hine made to his 

ymage and to his anliknesse huerby he may y-knawe 

god and habbe / Jet he ne he J y-do none beste : heJ »nd !■ no better 

zuo uoryete his sseppere / an Je guodnesse Jet he heJ 

him y-do / Jet he is become ilich to fole bestes / Jet 

ne habbeb none onderstondini?e. be zewne bet mest Lechery makee a 

r ^--"O -K r man like to foal 

makej man ilich to uoule bestes / and to uelje: is bea«t«. 

zenne of lecherie. huerof we habbej be-uore y-zed Jer 

we speke of zenne. Jje yefje Janne of onderstondinge / ^f^^^J^^'" 

Jet is of erje specialliche / to Jo uelJe bestrepj of Je the heart of thu 

herte Je zenne of lecherie / an he tekj uayrhede and 

clennesse / huerof wext a wel uayr traw. Jet is Je 

utrtue of chastet6 / huerby me comj to Jo greate 

blissinge Jet god be-hat to Jan Jet lokej clennesse of 

herte : huanne he zede. * yblissed hi by Je clene of ^^'^^ "• ^« 
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pare of heart, herte uor hi ssolle yzy ffod.* uor bet hi ssoUe habbe be 

for they ihaU eee J J © r t 

God. ejen of herte wel yclenzed and wel ali^t of ))e yeffe of 

onderstondinge. 

Of the seven stepi Of ]?E ZEUE STAPES OF OHASTET^. 

of cheetity. 

Jjys traw wext and profitej) / and clifj) ase dof J)e 
LA dean con- ^j^p^ to-uore yzed / be zeue stapes. J>e uerste 8tai>e is 
^^"^d^ clene inwyt / Jet is f e rote of f ise trawe uor wyf-oute 
there is no chae- clene inwyt I no chastet^ ne lykeb to god. bis chastete / 

tlty pleaeing to ^ . . 

God. ])is clennesse / Jjis purt^ / acsej) Jet me loki Je herte 

nram euele fortes / Jet hi na^t ne cowsenti / and of 
He who coMente kuede wihii[n]gge8. Vor huo Jet him consentej to kueade 
iBuotohaete, wylles / and to Je kueade Jojtes of his herte : he ne is 
fcr 'from the i^^jt chast. Ja^ he by uer uram Je dede. uor be Je 
^**^ cowsentinge wyj-oute more ; he ssolde by uorlore yef 

he sterf Jerinne. 



Three thinge tend jj^j jinges moche byeb worb to loki be clennesse of 

to produce purity f Y ^ J Y r Y 

of heart. herte. Jje uerste is / blejeliche y-hyere Je wordes of 

hear joyftaiiy the god / and his spelles. Huerof oure.lhord zayj in e his 

spelle/to his deciples. *ye bye J* he zayJ *alle clene /be 

Je wordes Jet ich you habbe yzed.' Yor godes word is 

ase a uayr ssewere / ine huam me yzijt alle Je lakkes of 

2® "^JJ? JJijip,^ Je herte. J)et o Jer Jing is zo Je ssrifte Jet is Jet lauor / 

letheUveriD hucr he him ssel ofte wesse. be writinge zayb ine be 

which one«haU , , ^,. , \ . 

oft waeh. bok of kinges. Jet elyseu Je profete ^het to naaman Jet 

Bear In mind the '^es mezcl / bet he him wesse ine be flom Jordan zeue- 

■tory of Naaman • ^ ' ' ^ ' 

washing in Jor- zi Je uor to by clene of his euele. And Jo he Jer wes 

^n seven Humi^, 

ywesse : Jo wes he al klene and al hoi of his euele. J>e 
i?'^!?J*^'?** fluni iordan bet is ase moche worb : ase stream of dom / 

the stream of r r i 

brtoKM*shrift. *^^ be-toknej ssrifbe. huer man ssel hiTw-zelue deme 
in which man mid greate zor;e* of herte / and mid greate repentonce / 

shaU judge him- o 7 i or/ 

self with great zuo Jet stream of tyeares : yeme be Je coTwiut of Je 
anTrepentanoe, Q^&tL and ZUO Jc mezel ssel bi al hoi and clene. })et is 
^^*r^^ f® zene3ere / yef he him wesst zeuezyje / Jet is to 

his eyes. 

» MS. MrYe 
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zigge / of alle hie zewnes. And feruore zayj saynt 
bemard. * loue ssrifte : yef fou wilt habbe uayrhede. 
Vor ssrifte ne is nc^t wy]H)ute uayrhede.* 

pet bridde bing is / bebenchinge of-Iesu cnstes The third thing 

is a remembrance 

pine. Vor no uondinge / none euele fojtes ne moje of chrirt'e pa»- 

bleue ine herte : fet ofte recordej) fane dyaf and ]>e 

pine of lesu cn8t. Vor bet is be armure bet be dyeuel for that is the 

^ ' ^ /J armour most 

dret mest ase ]>e ilke be huam he wes ouercome / and dreaded by the 

be huam he lyeas his mi^te. ]?et is ous betokned in ])e 

writinge of be eddre of bres bet Moyses be be heste of Thu is betokened 

^^ ' T , 1 11 In the Scriptures 

oure Ihorde arerede ope ])e pole zuo he3e : ]>et al f et uolk by the adder of 

hise yzej. And alle J)o J)et his yzeje : weren y-held of 

fe prekiynges of J)e eddren. Jje eddre of bres arered 

ine J)e pole : be-toknej) fet body of lesu cnst y-hanged The adder denotes 

ine J)e rode. J5et wes fe eddre wyf-oute uenym huerof christ. 

wes y-mad ]>e tWacle of oure helje / to ham J>et byej) 

y-smite / and enuenimed of J)e prekyinges of J)e uenim- 

ous eddre* of helle / ]>et is ]>e dyueL Loke be zoje L<»k^y^^ui 

belyaue ine fe eddre of bres. Jjet ys to zigge / J)et he ^j!^^^;^ 

fenche of J>e pinen of lesu cmt and anhaste he ssel ^on^JJ^jSSt'^***" 

by hoi / and by y-uryd of fe uondinges of J)e 

dyeule. 

J5e ojjer stape huerby J)is traw clyfj) and profitej). n. Keep the 
is to loki ]>ane mouj) uram uoule wordes / ]>et wendej) words, 
to ribaudye and to onclennesse. uor be zuych blest and '^wch oft 

•^ ^ kindle the Are 

be zuych wynd : is ofte aquyked |>et uer of lecherie. of lechery. 

Huerof |>e writi/ige spekj). fet *word of fole wyfinan / 

is beminde ase uer.' An zaynte paul bus zayb. bet *be evu words of 

''^»''**»^ foul women mar 

kueade wordes of fole wyfinen : amerrej) guode feawes. good virtue*. 

And ]>eruore huo fet wyle loki chastet^ : hit behouef 

bet he him loki uram zuyche wordes. Vor huo bet Hewhowijisay 

' J r and listen to fold 

ble[j>e]liche hise zayjj / ojer blefeliche his yherj) : he ^o^^s is not 

chaste. 

ssewef wel Jet he ne is n^t chast. Vor Jer ne may 

go onto of J>e uete : bote zuych ase J)er is inne. Yef J)e JJ^'g^'^t*^ 

wordes byeb uoule and lodliche / bet is apert tokne bet "^^ **>*^ 'here 

*' ^ I r f 'is filth in the 

fe uoulhede and fe lodlichhede byef ine fe herte. Vor heart. 
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GUARD THE BODILY SENSES. 



in. Oaard all the 

wltoofthebody— 

the eye from foul 

Bights, 

the ear from fool 

words, 

the hands from 

wicked handling, 

&o. 

These are the 

five gates of the 

dty of the heart, 

whereby the 

devil oft goeth 

into the heart 



Samson, David, 
and Solomon were 
overcome through 
not guarding 
theee gates. 



St Or^^try says, 
"The tower of the 
heart may not be 
taken unless the 
gates be open to 
the devil's host." 



[Fol. 64. a.] 



Philosophers of 
old fled into 
deserts to pre- 
serve their chas- 
tity. 

The bodily wits 
are as a horse 
without a bridle, 

but a chaste 
heart restrains 
them with the 
bridle of reason. 



lY. Let the flesh 
be governed by 
the spirit. 

The lusts and 
pleasures of the 
heart mar chas- 
tity. 



be J)e mochelhede of pe herte : f e mouj) spekf . J>et 
zayj) our Ihord ine his spelle. 

Jje f ridde stape is wel to loki alle J>e wyttes of j>e 
bodye / ase fe ejen uram fol zyjfe. fe earen / to hyere 
fole wordes. pe honden ura[m] wyckede takinges. pe 
nase: uram to mocbe lostuoUe smelles. fane mouj) 
uram to lostuoUe metes / and ine guode smackes. f ise 
byej) Jje vif gates of J)e cit6 of ]>e herte / huerby J>e dieuel 
gef in ofte ine fe vif ferles of J)e house / huerby fe 
dyeuel ofte gejj in-to pe herte / ase zayf Je profete. 
Vele guode men and stronge habbef by y-nome and 
ouercome / be Jan fet hi ne lokede najt wel J)ise gates. 
And yef J)ou wylt habbe uorbisnes ; fench pet non ne 
wes strenger fawne samson fortin. ne wiser fawne 
Salomon, ne more milder p&nne dauid. and alneway 
uillen be wyfmen. Ac uorzo}>e yef hy hedden wel 
yemd J>e gates : pe uyend ne hedde na^t ynome zuo 
greate casteles. Vor ase zayj) saint gregorie. * pe tour of 
pe herte ne may najt by nome bote pe gates by opene 
to pe ost of pe dyeule.* Huerof yealde filozofes hem 
uledden in-to uerre stedes in-to dezert. feruore fet hi 
ne mijten yzy / ne yhere / ne uele / f ing huerby pe 
strengfe of hire workes uledde away / ne huerby hi 
ssolden lyese hire chastete. pe ofre Jeruore ))et hi nere 
ine zenne to fenche of filozofie / hy fresten out hare 
e^en of pe herte / Jet hi ne zejen ping J>et ham mi3te 
wyfdK^e uram hire cowtemplacion. Jjawne pe bodiliche 
wyttes bye]) ase }>et hors Jet yemj wyj-oute bridle zuo 
Jet hit dej ualle his Ihord. Ac Je herte chaste / ham 
ofhalt mid Je bridle of skele. Nou ich habbe Je yzed 
Jane skele. 

j)e uerje stape is ssarpnesse of line to do his uless 
onderuot Jet is wrang to Je goste / ase zayj zaynte 
pauL Vor huo Jet wile quenche Jet uer of lecherie : 
he mot do away Je ahjtynges Jet norissej zuych ver. 
Jet biej Je lostes and Je eyses of Je herte / Jet bemej 
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and alijtef fet uer of lecherie / and amerrej) cliastet^. 
p&nne saint bemard ])ous zay]) / pet chastete spil]) ^be Jeramuh'i girdle 
lostes. pe writinge zayf / J)et leremies brechgerdel / tenbe«id«the 
rotede bezide f e wetere. Yor chastet^ / Jet is onder- denot«« dllwtity. 
stonde / and betokned be fe brecbgerdle : J>et uor- ^^^^i^!^ 
rotede / ine J>e wetere of'uoule lostes. And feruore / and therefore w« 
huo J>et wyle him loki uram beminge : he ssel do a- ^.y,^ tbeting, 
way fe ilk brondes / be wyf dra^inges of mete / and of *^ ^ penance, 
drinke / and be ssarpnesses of his bodie. Huer-of J>e 
writinge zayj). fet fe children Jet weren y-norissed The chudren who 
mid greate metes / nolden na^t ethe of pe lostuolle •• lurtftu me»t«," 
metes / weren y-boi^e ine J)e fomayse of babyloyne. ^ the^JS^of 
huerby is onderstonde : zewne of lecherie / pet is ^"^^y*""- 
yquenct mid uorberinge of mete and of drinke / and be 
ssarpnesse of lyne. Ac pe greate metes / and Jjet Great meat* 
stronge wyn / ali3tej and norissejj lecherie / ase oyle asoUorgreaM* 
ojer grese ali^tej and st[r]engj)e|) Jet uer. eep up e 

be vif te stape is be-nly kueade uela^rede and be v. Avoid the fei- 

o -*.- , „ , 1, . lowdilpofthe 

enchesons of zenne. Moche uolk byej y-ualle me wicked. 

zenne be kueade uela^rede Jet najt elles ne hedden 

yualle. Ase Je leuayne zoure J Jet do j and hit dn^ J to *>' 'J "J^^^n, 

smac : alsuo Je queade uelajrede amerj Jet guode los 

of Je manne. A roted eppel amang Je holen : make J a rotten apple 

rotie Je yzounde. yef he is longe Jer amang. A quic many aoond 

col beminde ope ane hyeape of dyade coles : hit his **'*^* 

zet alle auer. Huerof Je sauter zay J. ' po\i sselt by holy 

mid Je holy, and poure mid Je poure.' ase yef he zede. 

ye f Jou wilt loki Jine klewnesse and Jine chastet^ : 

beuli be uelairede of be kueade. Yor yef bou louest be if thouioveet the 

. company of the 

uelajrede of Je queade : Jou sselt by zuych ase hi byej. wicked thou ihait 
Yor huo Jet louej uela^rede of fol : hit behouej Jet he are. 
by fol. Jet zayJ Je wyse ine Je writinge. Alsuo be- ^^****^®J®^7 
houeb him beuly be encheysones of zenne / ase speke e^ »nd «<> »<>* 

^ J r J / r into temptation. 

pnueliche to wyfman in stede suspecton : wyj one. 
Yor Jet yefj ofbe encheysoun to zene3y huanne me hej 
Jane time and Jane stede. Huer-of we redej ine Je boc 
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BE OCCUPIED WITH GOOD WORKS. 



Theitoryof of kinges. bet amon bet wea dauib is zone : huanne 

Amon, king , , ■' ' 

D»vid's«on. he hild his zoster / on : to one / pnueliche ine his 

chombre / he hise uorlay. Josepes Iheuedy fo by nand 

alone him / hi wolde do him zeneji mid hire, ac he him 

Avoid thoM things uledde / aso wys / and hise uorlet. J^more zay)) zainte 

lecheiy. P^uL bouly fomicacioiL fet is' to zigge / fe encheysons 

[Pol. 64. b.] J>et moje lede to zenne of lecherie. Vor me ne may 

najt betere ouercome zewne of lecherie / ne lold 

chastet^ : Jeanne to by-uly )>e encheysones of zenne. 

Jperuore J)e angle zede to lot / ])et he ssolde guo out of 

J>e cit^ of sodomme / and alle })e boundes. Vor hit ne 

is na^t yno3 to lete J>e kueade ueli^rede ne J)e zenne : 

bote he ne lete ]»e markes of zenne. ]?et is to zigge : 

Se temptation"^ J® encheisoiis of zenne. Me couje zigge. zuo longe gef 

1?*^*^*°'^ ]>et pot to fe wetere : fet hit comf to-broke horn, and 

zuo long uli3]) ]>e ulindre aboute ]>e candle : ]>et hi 

bemf. Alsuo me may zuo moche zeche ]>e enchesouns 

of zenne / fet me ualf. ]?anne huo fet wyle him loki / 

uram beminge he ssel him wyf draje. 

J5e zixte stape is / to by ine nyedes of guode workes 
and oneste. Vor J)e uyend J)et neure . ne / slep^ / 
The devil tempt- huanne he uint man ydel and sleawol guod uor to done / 

eth tiie idle man. 

he him def ine his niedes / and dej) him stempe * li3tliche 
in-to zewne. J>anne J)e writinge zayj / fet idelnesse / 
J>et is to zigge / sleujje and onlosthede wel to done / is 
maystresse of moche quead. And Jeruore zayj zaynte 
pauL *Ne yef iia3t* zayj) he 'stede to J)e viende.* Jjet is 
to zigge : ne by najt ydel / ]>et fe uiend ne uinde stede 
J)e uor to uondL Vor he is ydel of guod workes : fet 
ye£)> stede to J>e zaule hire uor to uondL Jjeruore zay^ 
saint gerome. * Do alneway zome Jnnges of zome guode 
workes / zuo fet ])e dyeuel J)e uynde alneway workinde. 
uor huo fet is ydel / he him ne may na^t longe hyalde 
J)et he ne ualle in-to 7/&n\\<^,^ ])anne fe profete zayj). uor 
IJ^J^^ P'*^ >et wes J>e zenne of sodome / fet prede. ydelnesse. and 
plenty. plent6. fot is to zigge / J)et lii ethen / and uorzuol^e / 



LotwM com- 
manded not only 
to leave Sodom, 
but aU ite 
boonda. 

So (me moat idx- 



The moth flieth 
about the candle 
until It is burnt. 



VI. Be occupied 
with good and 
hMMat works. 



Idleness is the 
mistress of much 
wickedness. 
[» steppe P] 



"Wherefore," 
says St Jerome, 
"letthedevUal 
ways find thee 
employed." 



Sodom fell into 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 
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and na3t ne dede. huer-by hy uillen in-to fe uoule 
z&rme pet na^t ne is to nemni. alsuo de]) moclie uolc Much folk ine 
J)et lyesej) hare time / and hine bezettej) ine ydelnesse / ^^ i^ m^^^ 
and ine to moclie of metes an drinkes / and ine fole ^"^^'^'I^p^^'* 
ple3es. ine childhedes / ine lijthedes / ine 'zonges / ine Jj^» ^^ 
karoles / and ine tables / in cbes / and ine obre fole ^^ •"<* ^^^ 

' . foul games, 

gemenes. Ine zuycbe luthedes wasteb hare time, and and bo fidi into 

sin. 

]>eruore hi nalle]) li3[t]liche ine moche uoid zewne / and 
ofte in-to fe pette of helle. Jet is ate pricke of Jje 
dyafe / huerof he * ne nimf none hede. C> w/] 

]?e zeuende stape is guode benes to god / ])et moche vu. offer good 
is worj) to ouercome alle zenne / and nameliche zenne of ^™^®" 
lecherie. Jjanne saynt ambroyse zayj). * holy bene is a 
guod sseld / a-ye alle Je beminde gauelockes of f e 
dyeule.' and ysidre zayJ). fet / Jet his remedie aye alle Holy prayer i* a 
zewne. to him J)et yemf to holy benes / an haste ^ainlt loat. 
huanne be vyend asayleb be herte. Vor wone to bidde : ?lf p**^*!*? . 

' "^ J r r befor»God,forit 

• aquencf alle fe asaylinges of zewne. Holy bene is wel u shored with 

mi3[t]uol auoreyegod. uor hi is y-ssored / mid uour f inges with four posu. 
ase mid uour poss[t]es. 

be uerste is ri^te beleaue huer-of zayb oure Ihord ine i. The first u 

^ ^ . . true belief. 

his spelle. * In al Jet Jou acsest ine Jine benes / haue Have a good 
guode beleaue / and uest hope ine god : and Jou sselt and thy pr^Ss 
habbe / Jet Jou acsest.' Saint Jacob zayJ. Jet me acsy ■^^^^•""^"^ 
to god / ueste bileue / wyj-oute drede. uor huo Jet He who is with- 
dret : he is ase Je wa^e of Je ze / Jet Je wyndlet hider wave of the sea, 
and Jider. And Jeraore he Jet ge J 'yeminde / and JJJ^" ^^ "^ 
talyinde / ne JengJ nc^t aye god. Jje ojer Jing Jet [Foi. 65. a.] 
ssel by ine bene is hope uor to habbe Jet me byt. 
Huer-of Je sauter zayJ. haue guode hope ine god / and «. Have good 
he Je wile do Jet Jou him acsest. And Jeruore zede he thou aakest tar. 
ine ane ojre stede. * Lord haue merci of me : uor min 
herte hope J ine Je.* Grat hope ous yefj him uor to 
bidde / zuo Jet he ne zayde na^t / ine behotingge / Jo 
he zede ine Je godspelle. ' huo Jet acse J : he nim J. and 
huo Jet zekj : he vint. and huo Jet clepej : god him 
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208 HOW PRAYER SHOULD BE OFFERED. 

Ask wi«eiy, diii- openef .* fet is to onderstonde / huo Jet acsej) / wysliche. 

veringly, huo fet zecj) / diligentliche. and huo J>e[t] clepef / 

bleuindeliche. Huawne Jise f ri Jinges byej) ine hire 

skele. wyt. diligence, and perseuerance : god ham y-herf 

andOodshaUhMr an haste. wyt : pet pon acsi wisliche. Moche uolk 

pr»y««. acsej) / fet ne bye]) na^t y-herd / uor hi makej) kuead- 

liche hire acsinge. Huerof saint' Jacob zayjj to fan fet 

ne wytef huet hi acsef. * Jjou acsest * he zayj * to god 

Some Mk more ^^^ I ^ ^^3* ^® onderua[n]g8t.* zome aksej) to he^ fing / 

fol^emlMdid ^^^ fawne ham behouef / ase dede fe tuaye apostles 

the apoetiee John gai^t Jon / and 'saint Jacob. bet acsede bet on of ham 

andJemee, ' ' ' 

zete ane J)e rijthalf of oure Ihorde ine his regne / and 

pe o])er ane his leffchalf. Hi ne acsede na3t wisliche ac 

who were re- rafre hit f 03te grat presuTTicion. And Jjeruore he ham 

L^ fo/thdr ansurede oure Ihord hardliche and ham zede. * Ye ne 

prewimption. -^tc]) huet ye acseJ).' ]^anne huo fet wile wysliche 

Let no men he bidde god / yef he him lokej) uram presumpcion / ofer 

thriphlrtSJ!^* fet he ne wene greate finges of him-zelue ase dede fe 

i\fari»eur\ fariseu* fet yalp ine his benes / and onworfede fane 

pubblycan. Ac mildeliche me ssel to god bidde / and 

but let him pray him-zelue dcme beuore cod bet yziib be herten of be 

meekly before o w ^ ?w t x 

God. uolke. and wot hare eueles / and hire lackes / and wot 

Take heed to the huet ham is nyed / betere fa/tne ham-zelue conne. Nim 
how they exMbit hedc to j)e pouTO tiuous / hou hi ssewef hire eueles / 
order to exdte *^^ ^*^ dcfautes / uor to maki f et uolk / to habbe J>e 
P**^- more reuf e of ham. Alsuo me ssel do to-uore god / 

So 8hau one ehow mildehche'ssewy his lackes / and his zennes bererecordy / 

meeklybefore , 

Ood hiB lacks uor to habbe grace and uoryeuenesse. \)e oJ>re byf fet 

and tine. 

other folk pray ^® connc acsi bote finges libbinde and little / ase byef 

^tuT^^ J)e guodes of time. God fe wyle wel gratter finges 

but God wui not ycue. He nele fe yeue pere / ne eppel / ase me dej) 

or\n apple allone ^^^ childe. ac gTcate finges he wile.fet J)ou him acsL 

dothtoachud. j,^^ j,^^ j^ ^^ profitable / to hel>e of zaule / ase 

his grace and his blisse. Vor huo fet acseJ) to god 

richesses / worf ssipes / hejnesses / oJ>er dyeaj) of his 

yuon : he zent to gode uoule benes. and feruore he ne 
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ASK NOT FOR TEKPOBAL GIFTS. 209 

hierb his najt beniore zayb zaint austin. * Ne onder- Hedetires u» to 

^ -^ J' JT Mk what U pro- 

stand na^t' he zayj) ' of god uor greate ])inges / ]>e guodes fltabie to the 

J)et he ye£)> / alsuo wel to J>e kueade / ase to Je guode.* Temporal giftt 

, 1 . -I , 1 1 1 A ai-ebertowed upon 

he wyle zigge. me ne ssel na^t hyealde uor greate the evii as weu m 

]>mges / f e guodes pasinde J>et god ye£)> / alsuo and "^° **** ^^^^ 
more yet to f e kueade : ])anne to J)e guode / and Jeruore 

his yefb god to be wyckede : f et fe guode lierni to wherefore the 

, - 11/ good should not 

onwor]^! ))et he yelp to ]^e kueade / ase zayj) zaynt Mt great store by 



austin. * Huanne J>ou hist fawne god* / zayf saynt am- 

broyse / * acsef grat f ing / f et bye J) f o Jet euremo ilestef 

wyf-oute ende / najt J)e j^inges pasinde. Vor j)e ilke 

bene ne com)) najt to gode.* Jjeruore ous tekj oure [Poi.65.b.] 

guode mayster lesu crist / uo[r] to acsi wysliche. and we must ask au 

ous ssepf oure acsinge j)o he zede. * Yef fou acsest eni name of Jesus. 

fing to mine uader / ine mine name : he hit f e wile 

yeue.* Yef he hit acsef mid f e name of lesu cWst / 

fet acsef fet behoue])* to helfe of zaule. Vor lesu / is J««» signifies 

asemoche worf : ase helf e. And huet Jjing ssolle we [i is. h6h<me\>^ 

])anne acsi : he ous tekj> ine his spelle J)o he zede. 

* Verst ocsef godes riche/and his ri3tuolnesse. and alle "seek first," 

j)ise timliche finges : fou sselt habbe to auontage.* Vor "Ood's kingdom 

ase me can zigge / * to J>e meste niede : me ssel alneway ^nes^ &c 

yeme.* We habbe]) niede of tuo bing. ^of gostliche we should yeam 

for the greatest 

guodes / and of timliche guodes. Ac wel more nyede gift, 

we habbeb of gostliche guodes. and beruore we ssolle for we have more 

^ , . . ^ need of spiritual 

his uerst and pnncipalliche bidde. and god his wile than of temporal 

ous yeue / and ous wile do auontage of j)e oj)re guodes / 

])et bye]) fe timliche guodes. We ne ssolle na^t maki 

of ])e ofre [seconde] guodes principals / ase dof ])e 

couaytouse / ])et ne zechej) ojer lif / bote fet / J)et ham 

faile]) / and ham ascape]) wille hi nolle hL Ac ])e riche 

of heuene is bet lif eurelestinde : we ssolle bidde be wherefore let us 

*^ pray for life ever- 

ofseruinges of guode workes. And fet is Jet god zayf. i*»ting, 
'biddef uerst godes riche/and his ri3tuolnesse.* fet is/ and power to do 
do guode workes / huerby me may come to fo riche fet whereby one 
neure ne ssel faili an huo fus hit bit : god dej him SS'skuidom. 

14 
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210 PRAY WITH THINE HEART. 

auontage of fe timliche guodes. uor he hise him yeip 
to his wone ynojliche. uor na^t ne lackej to ham fet 
Thecovetou»men louie]) god / and dredef / ase zayf J)e writinge. Ac J)e 
never satisfled. couaytouse of J>e wordle : J)e more fet hi habhej) / J)e 
lesse hi habbef . huo Jet mest hef of mayn6 / and meat 
him failef * of mete, and fet mest hej) hors : mest him 
faylej) gromes and stablen. And sain[te] lerome zayf. 
fet * to J)e wreche faylef : pet he hej) / and fet he nej).* 
Nou j^ench ])anne huanne f ou woldest bidde god 
and acsi wisliche / and diligentliche / Jmt is ententif- 
liche / and perseuerantliche : and he J>e wille y[e]ue : 
pet pQ hest niede to pi profit / an to helj>e to pine 
zaule. 
8. Let there be J)e fridde J)ing fet ssel by ine bene : is deuocion of 

ta'thy prayen*^ herte / >ot is to arere pe herte to god / wy>-oute fojte 
ine of re stede. Jjanne oure Ihord zayf / *huawne ]>ou 
Say thy prayer in sselt bidde god / be-tuene fine tej).* fet is to zigge / ine 
fine herte. ssete fe dore ope f e. fet is to zigge : do out 
and put out au alle fojtes ulesslicho / uoule / and wordleliche / and 
t^u^u. ° zuo bide fine uader of heuene ine halke. Saynt 
cipnan fous zayf. fet alle f03tes ulessliche and 
wordleliche me ssel dijte uram fe herte / fet wyle god 
bidde. zuo fet his herte ne fenche to of re f inge : bote 
to fet he ssel bidde. *hou* zayf *he / wenst fou / fet 
We pray truly ^^^ f® y-here / huawne fou ne hierst nat f i zelue 1 ' 
r^hTeiiS.^ ^' And ysidre zayf. * f awne / we biddef zof Uche / huawne 
we fenchof nawerelles.* And saint augt«tin zayf. 
What good ie It * Huet is hit worf to sterie and to beate al day f e 
whuethe heart is lippeu / huannc fe herte is al domb V zuych difference 
"*" ase f er is be-tuene f o cheue and fe com / be-tuene 

The voice of bren and flour of huete / betuene f e uelle and fe beste : 
SSf'Ud^n. zuyche difference is betune fe rearde of fe bene / and 
f e deuocioun of fe herte. God ne is na^t goth * to uede 
mid leaues. alsuo fe bene fet is y-wri^e ine leaues of 
wordes / wyf -oute deuocion of herte / ne likef n^t to 
1 MS. sailel> 2 ^^f f _. ^^x 



The devotion of 
the heart is the 
com and flour of 
wheat. 
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PRAY WITH A DEVOUT HEART. 211 

god / ac rajre hiw mis-pay]) / and him^ went fet yeare / p ms. w«] 
pet he hit ne yhiere. uor ho ne onderstant najt zuiche [Foi. ee. a.] 
speche. Huo j^et bit god wyJ)-oute deuocion of herte : J® ^**** ^' 
he spekf to god patroyllart. ase f e ilke fet spekj) haK addreMw God m 
englis and half urenss. he spekb to god mid mouf e : h«if English and 

1 . 1 -1/1 1 . . half French. 

ac J)e herte spekf ofre speche / huawne he pengp 

elleshuer. Jjawne hit fe Jingf Jjet zuych uolk / f et zuo 

biddef god : hiw scomej). ase he ])et wile scomj ane such folk scom 

dyaue : he waggej) Je lippen onlepiliche and makef mocks a deaf 

semblont to spekene : and na3t ne zayf . To zuiche to such God 

uoike make]) god fet dyeaue eare. Ac Jje bene fet ear. 

comf / of fe dyepnesse of fe herte ; fo yherf oure 

Ihord. Yor ase zayf fet godspeL * god is a gost. and 

^ruore huo fet wile by yhierd of god : hit hiw behouej) God u a sphrit* 

fet he bidde ine goste / and in zojje.' Dauif ous tekj) pmyedtointhe 

to bidde god deuoutliche ine fe sautere / J)0 he zede. '^ 

* Ihord mj bene bi ydi3t beuore J>e : ase J>et stor.* J)et 

stor huanne hit is ope be uere smelb zuete. alsuo deb Prayer of a fer- 

f ^ '^ ' vent heart is 

be bene : huanne hi comb of bemide herte of be loue uke the incense 

. , on the fire. 

of god / smeij) wel zuete to-uore god. oferlaker fe bene 
ne com]) na^t beuore god / bote hi come of fe herte. 
ase J>e messager fet none lettres ne brengf / ofer fet Prayer without 

devotion is a mes- 
ne IS na3t wel yknawe : ne com]) najt U3tnche touore sender without 

, . , • i 1 • / . . . liters of recom- 

fe kinge. bene wyf-oute deuocion / is messagier wyj)- mendation. 
oute lettres / and wyJ)-oute knawlechinge. huo fet 
zuych messager zent to cort : euele ha dejj his niedes. 
Vor ase me zayjj cwwmunliche. huo J>et fol zent : fol 
abyt. Huo fet wyle f awne zofliche bidde god : he 
ssel to god grede mid dyepe herte / ase dede dauid f et Pray to ood 
zede ine J)e sautere. * Ihord god yhyer mine bene and heart, 
mine rearde fet ich grede to Je / mid f e dyepnesse of 
herte.' J>e hete of loue : is fe gredinge of herte / fet 
zayf saynt augt/^in. J)e ilke rearde and f e ilke gred- 
inge / him likej). najt rearde uor to telle tales. Saint 
grcgorie zaif. ]>et zofliche bidde god : is biter zobb- ofbiturmit- 
inge of uorfenchinge. fet is to zigge / of zoi^e / and of JjJJJlll^*^^^* 
14 ♦ 
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212 PRAYER DRIVES AWAY THE DEVIL. 

and not of smooth repentonce of herte / keste to god. najt wordes afaited 

words. 

and y-sliked ueleuold. Zuych gredinge cachef j^e 

Jyeues / Jet byef Jje dyeulen fet ous waytejj ous to 

robbL and J>eruore ssolle we ofte grede to god / Jet lie 

Sachprayerdrives OUS loki uram f o Jjieues. Alfluo ssolle we strangliche 

away the thieves, •• * -i i i • -i 

thatia, the devils, grede to god / fet he OUS loki uram fo Jyeues. and 

uram J>e uer of couaytise / and of lecherie / Jet he ous 

God gave the yeue bet weter of tyeares uor to quenche zuich uer / Jet 

water of tears 

to quench the Are hit ue Deme oure herten. Alsuo ssolle we grede aye Je 
h^ts!* ^^ ^oles of euele Jenchinges / Jet ouerguoj ofte Je herte. 
Jet Je herte ne spille be grauntinge. Jjeruore gredde 
dauij to god ine Je sauter. Jet zede, Ihord / y-wyte 
TheperUofsinis me uiam Je peril of weteris / Jet is niej y-guo in-to 
waters!^ ^ irnjie herte. And Je deciples of oure Ihorde Jo hi 
and the tempest yze3en Je tempeste of Je dyaje ope ham gredden. 

of death. , . .ii 1 

* Sire / y-wyte ous / uor we spulej. 
We should pray ^or Jo Jri Jiuges Jet ich habbe hier y-zed / me 

us from^'***"^* ssel ofte grede to god / Jet he ous wytie uram Jise Jri 
i.^^e thieves of ^^^^ j ^^ ^^ jyeues of heUe / uram Je uere of 

I: ^u^o^hu. couaytise. of foles and of kueade Jo3tes / and uram 

uondi[n]gge. 

Nou sselt Jou conne / Jet ine eche time / and ine 
Pray specially to eche stede I mi^t Jou bidde to god. ac specialliche 
chureh. "" ^ ° and more deuouteliche me ssel him bidde at cherche / 

Jane zonday / and ine festes Jet biej iset god uor to 
[Pol. 66. b.] bydde. herie / and wor Jssipie. and Jeruore me let of 
We forsake the bodiliche workes of Je woke / uor betere to onder- 
week i^order to stoude to bidde god. serui / herie / and worssipie. 
JnTha^diy*!*"^' J)er byej tuaye manere benes / on Jenchinde ine herte / 
^aof ^hT^ Jet me may oueral bidde. an ojer ine speche of mouje. 

Jet me ssel bidde ine oneste stedes / na^t ine longaynes 

ase doj Je ypocrites / Jet ham sseawe J wy[j]-oute / and 
andothersprayso ^a^t wij-iue. and alsuo Jer bieJ ojre Jet gredej hare 
SthJ^^r ^^^^ zuo Ihoude Jet Jo Jet bye J y-hende / bye J 
them. desstorbed of hare deuocion be ham / and JencheJ 

zuych ich am. And Jeruore to zuichen zayj god. 
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YoT-zope ich zigge to yow : ye habe}) onderuonge youre 

mede. Yef god het / zuo straytlic[h]e loki })ane zeter- ifamanwai 

■I / • 111/ 1 1 / X "toned tor gather- 

day / ine pe yealde la^e / pet he made, ane man / to ing wood on the 

stene / to-uore al pQ uolke / uor pet he hedde y- ^*^""^y» 

gadered / a lite wode / fane-zeterdey. huet ssel he do / 

of pan I })et do}) / greate zewnes / })ane zonday / and what ihaii be 

ine festes / and waste}) })ane time in ydelnesse / and oommite great 

ine folies. and worse do}) ine festes : })a7me in o})re J^J*"****^*™' 

da3es. Vorzo})e hi ssolle by more y-pined / and more 

y-damned ine pQ ofre wordle : })anne geus / pet breken Por the Sunday 

hare zeterday. Vor pQ zonday is more holy : })anne fe than the satur- 

zeterday. 

Also bye}) })e festes principals / bet byeb yzet ine The great ferti- 

11 1 1/ 1 1.11/ 1 !•/ •/ ^*^ *™ ••* *P*'* 

holy cherche / uor god to bidde / and })onki / serui / for worshipping 

herie / and wor})Ssipie. of fe greate guodnesses pet he 

pQ he}) y-do / ase holy cherche recorde}). Ine zuyche Chrutmaa re- 

ndndB tu of 

festes ase at cnstesmesse / his beringe / hou he wes y- chrut's wrth, 
bore / of pQ mayde. At yestre / his oparizinge / hou rising, A«»n«ion 
he aros uram dya]>e / to liua Ate assencion / hou ha J^^*"^*'^*** 
8tea3 to heuene / ine ^^pe / of alle his apostles. At ^^^^^f^f**' 
lokes / hou he zente })ane holy gost : ope his apostles. **»• ^^^y ^^^^ 

Alsuo })er bye}) yzet pQ festes of hal3en / ine holy There are the 
cherche / uor to wor}>ssipie / an uor to semi god / and ^wch mart be 
herie / and his hal^en / of J)e miracles })et he dede uor o**®*^*^ 
ham. uor to uestni oure beleaue. And })eruore / we 
ssolle pQ festes of hal3en loki / and bidde / fet hi ous 
helpe auoreye oure Ihord lesu criai / fet zuo moche his Let ua pray that 

, / • 1 II. , t^ . they help ui be- 

worssipef / me heuene / and me eipe. panne zGne^ep fore God. 
he wel kueadliche / fet ne lokef pe festes. Vor he 
de}) aye godes heste. and of holy cherche. 

Ac zome mi3te zigge. * lyeue sire / me ne may na3t 8om« "»*«»»* «y. 
alneway bidde god / ne by at cherche. huet kuead is way be praying, 
hit / yef ich guo playe. and solacL })er-huile fet ich church." 
me solaci / an playe : iche ne })enche none manne 
kuead.' To ban ich wille ansuerie liitliche. uor al bane ^^**™*ll**i. 

' ^ ' given to God is 

time / fet }k)u bezest in fole gemenes / in ydelnesse / J<»t **"»•. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



2U 



THB CHURCH A HOUSE OF PRAYER. 



He loseth a great 
thing that loMtb 
hUtime, 



for he loeeth the 
good that he 
might do in that 
time. 

[Fol. 67. a.] 

Be oocnpied in 
good worlci, for 
time is short, 
and we know not 
when we shall 
die. 



Another may 
say," If aU days 
are to be mass 
days and holy, 
how then should 
we sow, reap^ 
mow, Ac P " 



The answer I 
leave to those 
better able to 
answer it than I. 



When at church 
a man should re- 
member that the 
place is holy. 



It is a house of 
prayer. 



and ine niedes / j?et ne bye]) na3t i-dijt to god : ^u his 
lyest. Vor Jjou sselt ywyte / pet al fane time / ]>et Jk)u 
ne })engst na3t a god : fon hisc sselt rekeni uor na3t. 
pet z&yp an lial3en. fet is to onderstonde / huanne fou 
ne })engst / bote to ydelnesse of finge / pet ne is ydi^t / 
ine none mauer to god. And uorzofe he liest grat 
]>ing / pet liest his time / zuo zAjp senekes. uor he lyest 
pe guodes )>et he ssolde do / ine zuo moche time / ase he 
lyest ine pe playes / and ine ydelnesse. and J)et ne is 
na3t wyjHJute zenne / to liese fane time / in queade 
wones. Vor god wile acsi rekeninge / ate daye of dome, 
fis zayf saint anselm. And feruore me ssel alneway 
wel do / and wel bezette fane time / ine guode workes / 
ase moche / ase me may / f er-huile fet he leuef . uor fe 
time is ssort / ase zayf pe writinge. ne non ne wot / 
hou longe he hit ssel habbe. uor non ne wot / huanne 
he ssel sterue / ne huanne he ssel paci 

An of er may zigge. ' Yef hit were suo / f et alio 
da3e3 ine fe yeare were messeda3e8 / and y-hote 
hyealde be holy cherche. huo f anne ssolde erye / and 
zawe. ripe / and mawe. and ofre erf liche workes to 
done / huer-by men ssoUe libbe 1 * feme ansuere ich lete 
to ham : fet betere conne ansuerie / f anne ich. Huo 
f ct wyle panne loki f e festes / ase he ssel : he him ssel 
loki to done f ing / fet to gode ne is na3t likinde / ne 
to his hal3eiL and wel to bezette fane time / in god 
to bydde / herie / and f onki of his guode. y-here his 
sennons / and onderstonde to alle guode workes. Alsuo / 
huanne at cherche / man him ssel habbe / wel oneste / 
and do worf ssipe / an reuerence / to god. and to his 
haljen / uor fe stede is holy / and is y-zet / to bidde 
god. na3t uor to iangli / uor to lhe33e / ne uorto trufly. 
panne oure sire zayf . * Min hous / is hous of bene.* and 
f eruore me ne ssel of er f ing do / ne zigge : bote fet 
hueruore hit is y-zet f is zayf saynt austin. pe ilke fet 
ssel come to-uore fe kinge ine his chombrc / uor zome 
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grace to bidde / he hiw loki wel to zigge fing / }jet 

najt ne liki pe kinga Wel more he him ssel loki / Jje it ig God's cham- 

ilke })et comf to cherche / fet is godes chombre / and ^JJ^^^^'^ 

godes hous / to done / and to zigge / to-uore god / and Hi^on" wh^i**'* 

to-uore his angles / fing Jjet him ne liki God nele i» p^adng to 

najt J>et me maki his hous marcat / ne boje / huerout 

he wrek / po pe zyalde / and bo3te / ine pe temple, uor 

he nele / })et me maki uorewerdes / ne noyses / ne 

nyedes seculeres / berinna ac rabre wile / bet me on- wherefore pray 

, , . . r / r devoutly, and 

derstonde / to bidde crod deuouteliche / and him herie / thank ood for 

, , . all His gifts to 

and poriki of al his guoda per me ssel wj'^jKjlepie his thee, 

herte to him / and do al out / alle seculere niedes. 

yemere j)03tes. and })enche an his sseppere / and ane and think of h is 

his guode guodnesses })et god him he}) y-do. and him *^****^®" ^ ^****- 

dej) communlicha recordi his zennes / and his lackes / 

and him-zelue mildi / to-uore god / and bidde uoryeue- 

nesse / and grace / him to loki uram zewna and Pray for forgive- 

bleuinge ine guode Hue / alto pe enda J^ere ssoUe pe grace to Uve 

greate Ihordes / and pQ greate Iheuedyes uoryete hare ** ^' 

blisse / hare nmta hare dingnet^. and hare hemessa in church great 

. lordiandhidiee 

and })enche pei hi bye]) beuore hare demere / })et ssel should lay aside 

his zette to skele / of pe guodes f et he ham het y-do. ^' 

of pe dingnet^ / huer he his hej> y-zet hou hi hit 

habbe]) y-used. and ham ssel yelde be hare o^oinga 

J)eruore hi ssoUen fer / ham moche mildi to god / na3t . 

glorifie hare he3nesse / ne of hare uayre di3tinge / ne of 

hare uayxe robes / to J»e uorbysne of kinge dauijj / j^et "'d.iike David, 

hedde uoryete his dingnet^ / ])o he bed god / and on- ■«i^» ^^on 

wor})ede him-zelue / touore him. * Ich am' he zede * a lite 

wenn / and no man.' and ine fet / he bekneu / his 

bolemodnessa his pourehede / and his uoulheda Vor ***" ^* "^'^ * 

' * ' worm, 

ase pe wenn is uoul / and lite / })ing onwor}) / and wext 

al naked j oi pe erpe / al-suo is man / uoul ping of 

him-zelue. uor huanne he yede / in-to pe exil of pise naked and worth- 

wordle : najt he ne bro3te : ne na3t ne ssel here away. 

al naked he com : and al naked he ssel guo. p&nne D^o^- 07- 1>.] 
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QUEEN HESTER, A PATTERN TO LADIES. 



filth, a sack ftiU 
of dang, and 
meat for wonns. 



Great ladiee 
■honld take pat- 
tern by Queen 
Hester, 



and shoald leave 
their fine robes 
at home. 



God is diagneted 
with those who 
rejoice in these 
things, and desire 
to please fools. 



God is pleased 
with a mild 
heart and a pare 
coiisolenoe. 

Women shoald 
come to clmrch 
with clean cloth- 
ing and not 
dressed above 
their statio^ 



Th^ should be 
meek and shame- 



Th^ shoald not 
be too busy about 
decking their 
heads with gold 
and silver, 
forat diurdi 



saint bemard zay f. ' huet is man / bote uelf e / and a 
zech uol of donge / wermene mete?* He is wel uonl an 
stinkinde zed ine pe byetinge.' a zech uol of donge ine 
his line, mete to wermes / ine his dyafa Alsuo fe 
greate ^ Iheuedyes / f et come}) zuo idi^t mid gold / mid 
zeluer / mid stones of pns / and mid robes of grat cost / 
to cherche be-uore god / hy ssolden nime uorbisne of 
J»e quen hest^ / Jet dede of hire coustouse robes / and 
hire oJ>re agraif inges / fanne hi com to cherche / to 
bidde god / and hire to lo^y / and bekneu hare poure- 
hede to-uore god / and zayde to god. * Ihord fou wost 
fet ich hatie pe toknen of prede / and J»e blisse of 
agray})inges / and of ioyaus / fet me behoue}) do / ope 
mine heauede ine grat wlatiynge.' Vorzoje / and zuo 
hej) god grat wlatiynge / to ham / f et ine pise Jinges 
habbej) blisse / and ham agrayf ef / ham uor to ssewy / 
and to paye fe foles. God ne hep nt^t to done mid 
zuyche payinges / ine his chercha ac of milde herte / 
and of clene inwyt. Zainte panel tekj> ri^t wel / hou 
pe guode wyfmen / ham ssolle agray})i / huanne hi 
come)) to cherche / to bidde god. He zay}) fet hi ssolle 
habbe clenliche clo})inge / wyJ)-oute to moche. Jet is to 
onderstowde : be fan Jet pe wyfman is. Vor Jet / Jet 
is to moche ine one wyfman / ne is na^t to moche ino 
ano Jre. More behouej to ane kuene / Jaizne behoue J 
to ane borgayse / o Jer to ane simple wyfman. Ef ter- 
ward he tekj / huiche byej of simple zi3je. Jet is to 
zigge / milde / and ssamueste / najt Je bolde / no Je 
na^t ssamueste / ase byeJ Je fole wyfmen / Jet guoj 
mid stondinde nhicke ' / ase . hert ine launde / and 
lokej azide / ase hors of grat cost. Eftf?rward / he 
nele na3t Jet hi bi to bysi / of hare heaueden to agray Ji 
mid gold / and mid zeluer / and mid preciouse stones. 
And he wile yet eft / Jet at cherche / Jet hi habbe / 

* For * beyetinge.' * MS. gretaU, 

3 MS. reads nihche 
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hare heaueden y-wre^e / zuo bet non ne bi ine kuede their heads should 

*/ J I f be covered. 

fortes uor ham. and fet hi ne yeue none enchesoTin / 

to fenche quead / to ham / Jet hise ysyej). Ac hi 

ssollen bi ydi3t * ase he zayj> / ase guode wyfinen / }jet \\ ms yd^^ 

sseawe}) fe guodnease of hare herten / be guode dedes / 

and J>eruore zayj> saynt Ambroyse. * Huo J>et wyle by He who desire* 

yherd ine his benes : he seel do away uram him / alle be heard, must 

put away all 

toknen of prede / and he esel bou3e to god / be zo})e tokens of pride. 
bo3samnesse / uor to sterie god to mercL* Vor ase he 
zayj). * prouduol clofiwge / ne wyn f na^t of god. ac yeff 
encheisoun / euele to deme / of Jan ojer of hire: Jet hit 
berj.* 

Nou ich Je habbe y-ssewed / Jri Jing / Jet ssol by 
ine bene, beleaue. hope, and deuocioun. Ac to Jan Jet Two wings are 

needed to bear 

Je bene / by parfitliche licuol to gode / and worji to the prayer to 

bi y-herd : hit behouej / Jet uerje Jing. Jet is Jet him 

behouej / tuo wyngen / Jet hit here touore god. Jjise 

tuo wyngen / bye J : uestinge / and ehnesse. J)eruore / They are festtag 

Je angle zayde to tobye. Je bene is guod : huawne hi without these it 

hej mid hire / elmesse / and uestinge. and wyj-oute ood."** ^ 

Jise tuo Jinges : bene ne may na3t / vly to gode. ac 

zenne amerj and him wijdra3 J ayen. Jjeruore Jou sselt 

y-wyte / Jet ine tuo mancres is bene amerd / ase zayJ 

ysaye. Vor Jet me ne let na3t euele to done. And ™ , -g 

beruore / bet me nele uoryeue / his misdedes / ne his ^ P^y®*" '*»«™ 

1 1 -cr , ,1 must be no m- 

euele ywyl. Vor alsuo ase Je smeryeles / ne is na3t wor J / wui in the heart 

to hele Je wonde / ne non ojer Jing / Jer-huile Jet / Jet 

yzen is Jerinne : alsuo hit ne is nt^t wor J /ne na3t ne pro- 

fitej Je bene / to him Jet hit zayJ : Jer huile Jet he is / 

ine dyadlich zenna ne ase longe ase he he J / quednesse 

ine his herte. And Jeruore zayJ Je p'ofete. ' Arere we Therefore saith 

oure herten / and oure honden to god / Jet ophebbej "RaSeweour 

oure benes be guode workes.' And Je apostel tekj / StooXthat 

Jet me arere / clone honden ine bene. Jje clene pJ^y'^^byXd 

honden / Jet byej Je clene benen / Jet byej y-do ine Z^^^{ 

clene inwyt. Vor God ne yherj na3t Je bene / Jet *" **»« ^lean 
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UNCLEAN PRATERS LIKE BLOODY HANDS. 



God will not 
llBt«n to prayers 
from a filthy 
•onl, that is, ttam 
those with bloody 
hands. 

They have bloody 
hands who ill-ose 
the poor. 



They eat bloody 
morsels, for 
which they shall 
pay hard scot 
In the other 
world. 



He who will be 
heard, must not 
oome before (3od 
empty-handed. 



bnt must bear a 
present of good 
works. 



We read in the 
gospel that the 
gate was shut 
against those 
maidens whose 
lamps were 
emp^. 

Ctod hears those 
that have their 
lamps ftill of 
oil. 



that is, whoee 
hearts are ftill of 

pity. 



Prayer thus 



com]) of inwyt uol of uel}>e / and of zenne. panne he 
zay}) be f e profete. ' Huanne J>e multepliest fine benes : 
ich nelle none y-here. uor fine honden bye)) al blody.' 
Huo bye]) fo / fet habbef pe bonden blodi : bote f o / 
fet be-ulea]) pe poure uolk / fet bye]) onder ham / and 
benimef ham hire guodes be strengfe 1 Hy habbef haro 
honden al uol of blode / of pe poure. uor hi benimc]) 
ham hare lyf / and hare sostinonce / be hare couaytise 
and be hire roberia and make]) pe greate to mochel- 
hedes / and etef pe blodi snoden. Huerof hi ssolle 
paye hard scot / ine pe ofre wordle / bote pe writinge 
ne lye^e / fet zayf. fet god wyle aesi / fet blod of pe 
poure : of hare honden. Jjawne hit behouef fet hi 
yelde : ofer ])et hi hongL Vor ase me z&yp : ' ofer yelde : 
ofer hongi.' And feruore god ne yhyerf na3t zuich 
uolk / uor hi ne bye]) ns^t worfL Huo ])et wyle fawne 
by yherd : ne come najt beuore god / mid zuorde 
adK^e / and mid blodi honden / ne ydel honden. ])et is 
to zigge : in wyl to zeneji / ne mid lac of ontreu])e / ne 
ydel of guode workes. uor fus zajp oure Ihord ine his 
spelle. ' f ou ne sselt m^t sseawy pe / beuore me : ydel- 
honded.' pe ilke comf to-uore god / mid ydele honden : 
fet com]) him to bidde / vryp-oute makiynge of presont 
to god / of guode workes. uor ayens fan / ha sset his 
gate : ])et him bit / and ns^t ne brengf. Of fisen we 
habbef ane uorbisne / ine pe godspelle / fet zayf. ])et 
pe gate was y-sset / aye pe fole maydines / fet hedden 
hare lompen ydeL and god ham zede. * ich ne knawe you 
na3t.* fet is to zigge : * ich not huo ye byef.' Vor god ne 
knauf bote fo : ])et him trewliche senief / fet habbef 
hare lompen uol of oyle : ase hedden pe wyse maydenes. 
fet is to zigge : fet habbef hare herten uol of pite / and 
hit ssewef be guode dedes. Zuich uolk he y-herf / and 
to zuiche uolk he openef his gates / uor he onderuang]) / 
blefeliche hare benes. 

Nou ich zigge fanne / fet bene fet is yssored mid / 
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bise uour possFtles / ase ich habbe beuore yzed : ys wel Bhor«d with 

ini3tuol be-uore god. uor he ssol habbe ly3tliche of him / al i« powerftii before 

J)et he he}) niede / by hit to })e bodie / by hit to fe zaiile / 

ase wytnessej) fe writiwges. ]}anne saint lacob zay}). Jet Thepr«jerof» 

mochel is worf bene of guodman. uor hi is worfuor to hele to heai the sick- 

J>e zike / of bodie / and of zaule. Huerof him-zelf zede. 2Siy!* "* 

yef he is ine zenne : hit ssel him by nory[e]ue. Jje 

writinge zay]>. ])et Moyses ouercom amalec / and al his mom overcauM 

ost / nf^t be uijt : ac be his holy biddinges. uor ase pr«yer. 

zayf an holy man. more is worf an haljen / and may 

biddinde : fane uele J>ousond of zenejeres : ui3tinde. [Poi.e8.b.] 

J)e bene of a guod man / openef J)e heuene. hou ssolde Thepmjerofa 

he / bote ouercome f e wyckede ine erjw. Aguodaldwyf/ heaveeu*""^******* 

porchacej) more of heuene / ine one-lepi oure biddinde : 

Janne ssolde do / a Jjouzond kny^tes / of J»e londe in lang 

time / be hare armes. And beniore hit is guod / to zeche wherefore it is 

' X o / good to leek the 

]>e benes of guodemen. and specialliche of men of re- pnjeriofgood 

ligion / J>et bye]) to-gydere / god uor to semi / and uor 

to bidde uor ham / fet dojj ham guod. Vor yef fe bene 

of ane guodemanne / is moche worj) be-uore god / ase The prayers of 

• J - 1 / ™*ny are more 

zay}) J)e wntinge : more is wor}) / and may : pe bene / ef&ctive than the 
of uele guode. Vor ase zayj> an hal3en. Hit ne may S^"*^"** 
na3t by / fet J>e bene of uele guode men : ne is y-herd. 
be benes of a couent / byeb rabre yherd of be abbotte : The prayers of a 

' I J r r J r convent to the 

banne be bene of one moneke. alsuo yherb god rabre be abbot are aooner 

. . heard than the 

benes of fan fet byef to-gidere him uor to senu. J?anne prayer of one 
he zayf ine his spelle. * yef tuo of ous / oneJ> ham to- 
gidere / me uor to bidde : Al fet hi biddef / mine 
uader : [he] ham wile do.* 

bB imXTR BOJBS/ OP OHASTET^. The seven bough • 

^ ' of chastity. 

Nou ich habbe yzed fe zeue stapes / huer-by cliff / The seven 
and wext / and profiteb / bet trau of utrtue / and of »re "ven states 

__ XT X / X / of men in this 

cha[s]tete. Nou behouef to zigge / of fe bo3es / of world, 
f iso trawe / fet byef zeuen. be fe zeue states / of fe 
stapes of uolke / fet byef ine fise wordle. 
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THE SEVEN BOUGHS OP CHASTITY. 



The first state is 
of those that are 
whole of body, 
and have well 
kept their nudd- 
enhood. 

In marriage one 
shall observe 
chastity of heart 
and of body. 
Children should 
have good 
guardians, 

lest they be mar- 
red by foolish 
companions. 



Children shoald 
be chastened and 
taught while 
young to practise 
good manners. 



Sudi form as the 
shoe takes at 
first it evermore 
keeps. 



The other state 
is of them that 
have lost their 
chastity. 
[1 So In KS.] 



[Fol. 60. a.] 



Even in this 
state chastity 
should be ob- 
served by having 
a fast purpose 
to abstain from 
sin, 
and the flesh 



Jje uerste stat / is of fan Jet byef yhole of bodie / and 
habbe}) wel yloked hire maydenhod. Ac alneway / hi 
ne bye}) na3t y-boimde ferto / fet hi ne bi ine manage. 
Ine f et stat / me ssel loki chastete / fet is clennesse of 
herte / and of bodie. Jjeruore fe children of riche men / 
ssoUe habbe guode lokeres / and oneste / f et hi by 
be-zide haw / and fet hi bi diligent ham wel to teche / 
and loki uram zewne / and uram kueade uela3rede. 
Vor fe fole uel^redes / amerref ofbe children, and hare 
te[c]hinge. pet kueade uolk / fe wordes of kueadnesse / 
of ribaudie / J»e fole takinges / and inhoneste ine zenne 
of lecherie. and o})erhnil of f o lecherie / f et is aye 
kende. J)erof ano})re time we habbef yspeke ine j^e 
chapitle of iiices. an feruore hit ne behoue}) na3t to 
rehercL uor f e ilke kende ne is najt uayr. And f eruore 
me ssel pe children chasti / and wel teche / and bi bezide 
ham ferhuile pet hi byef yonge. And wonye his to 
hyealde pe guode techinges. Vor ase zayf Salomon. * fet 
child lyeme}) ine his ye3ej)e : he hit wyle healde ine his 
elde.* And pe filozofe zayf. * Hit ne is na3t lite Jing / to 
wonie guod / o})er kuead / ine his ye3ef e.' Vor ase me 
ZAjp. * Huo f et tekj) colte endaunture : hyalde hit wyle 
Jjerhuyle hit ilest' Zuiche fourme ase pe sso takp ate 
ginnynge : he halt euremor ine J)et stat. Jeanne hejj 
chastete nyede of guode lokinga uor oferlaker hy ssel 
zone by uorlore. 

Jje ofer stat is of ham f et bief na3t clone of bodie / 
and habbef hare chastete uorlore / and hare maydenhod / 
er }jan hy weron euerte ^ ymarissed / ne y-bounde mid 
bende. huo may ham wyfnyme uorte bi y-marissed. and 
alneway hy byef y-ssriue and uorJ>enchinde of hare 
zewnes. Ine Jo stat me ssel loki chastet4 Vor huo J>et 
is ine fet stat : he ssel habbe uest porpos / and wyl / 
}jet neure mor ne ssel ayen yeme to pe zenne of his 
bodye. ac ra})re he hiw ssel loki be his mi3te. wy)K)ute 
J)et / })et he him mo c marissi yef he wyle. And huo 



A 
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bet wvle ine bet stat loki his chastet^ : hit behoueb bet »houid bewnder- 

' " ' * * ed chaste by 

he defouly and chasti his iiless be hardnesse of uest- Mverityoffart- 

/ J , \^' • .. ,. T. /• u- ing, and by pen- 

inges / and be penonces. pis is fe ofer bo3 of pise »ncc8. 
trawe. 

J)e })ridde is of ham J>et byej) y-bounde be manage. The third tute 

ine \o stat me ssel loki chastete / out-ynome })e dede of thoee bound by 

spoushod. Vor hi ssolle loki hare bodi fe on to fe o})re ^^^uid 

klenliche and treweliche / wyjK)iite do onri3t : fe on to I^porft^a^** 

J)e ojjren. and })et acsef fe la3e of spoushod. })et })e on ^^^'^i^'^eother. 

here to Jje o})ren la3e and trew})e of his bodie, Yor For man and 

Jerhuyle })et hy bye}) y-uestned to-gidere be spoushod by marriage are 

J»e on to J)e o})re / hi byef o body / ase zay}) f e Avritinge. **"* ^* 
and })eruore ssel f e on louye fe ofren / ase him-zelue. 

Vor ase hi bye}) on body, hi ssolle by on herte be wherefore they 

trewe-loue / ne na/imore ham to-dele / be herte ne be beart by^true* 

bodie ferhuile J)et hi libbef. J)eruore hi ssolle loki hare ^'''•* 

bodyes clene. and chastliche oiit-ynome fe dede of wivee ahau love 

spoushod. and Jjeruore zay}) zay[n]te pauL fet fe wyues be cha«te an*d 

ssolle louie hare Ihordes / and worssipie. and deuoute- ^^^' 

liehe by chast and sobre. chaste to loki hare body uram Chaate in their 

ofren Jjawne of hare Ihordes. sobre ine mete and ine in meat and in 

drinke. uor to moche drinke / and to moche ethe: '^*°^' 

is grat alijtiwge to })e uere of lecherie. Alsuo ssel Themanahau 

,,.,.,, iTi 1 -I. not give hia body 

fe man loki his body clenliche }>et he ne yeue hit to other women, 
na^t to ofre wyfmen / bote to his. Spoushod is a 

stat ])et me ssel wel klenliche / and wel holylyche Marriage la a 

loki uor manie skeles. uor hit is a stat of greate authority, 

autorite. uor god hit made ine paradis terestre ine be and was ordained 

° ^ ^ in Paradise. 

stat of clewnesse. erfan man hedde y-zene3ed. And 
feruore me ssel hit holyliche loki / uor fane skele 
Jet god hit made / and uor fane stede huer hit wes 
ymad. Efter^vard / hit is a stat of greate dignete. it is a state of 
uor god wolde by bore of wyfman yspoused. feniore fe fi^'*^^"*'^' 
mayde marie made of spoushod hire mentel : hueronder For God waa bom 
wolde by godes zone bi y-c(wceyued / and y-bore. Under woman.^ 
})o me/itle wes y-hole uram fe dyeule / fe pr/uite / and 
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Under her mantle he red of onre scele / and of oure helbe. beruore banne 

wastheaecret ' ' j w w 

of the Booi'i help me 8861 hit worbssipie and clenliche lokL Efter bet me 

hidden from the , . i . . / . . 

devu. ssel hit loki holyliche / uor his holynesse.* uor hit is on of 

It Is a holy itate, he sacremens of holy cherche. and betokneb be sponshod 

belngoneofthe ' ^ '^ t r r 

■acramenu ; })et 18 be-tuene holy cherche : and lesu crtist and betuene 
•o what was befora god / and ])e zaul& Jeanne ])et stat of spoushod is zuo 
oame no sin in ^^ly and 8U0 honeste : J>et })e dede f et wes dyadlich zerone 
°**'^^'' out of spoushod / is wy^ute zenne ine spoushod. and 

naj onlepiliche wy])oute zenne : ac hit mai by to merite 
He hath great uoi to Wynne J)et lif wy^ute ende. And })ou sselt 
do the^deedof^ ywyte })et ine fri cas me may do })e dede of spoushod 
marriage without ^j^^^te zenna and he mai habbe grat merite ase to ]>e 

zaula 

The deed of )?e ueisto cas is huanne me de)> ]>e ilke dede ine 

beSnieei flraT^ wylle uor to habbe child to semi god. uor ine zuiche 

to^begeTdiiwren onderstondiuge wes uerst spoushod yzet Jje ofer cas 

to eerve God. ^ . jma^jne fe OH yelt to f e fre his dette / ^anne he 

the one yiTideUi hit aksc}). and Jjerto ssel sterie dom : fet yelt to echen 

?ebt wh'enhe ^^ ^J^ huawne he hit aksef and bit be moufe / oferbe 

asketh it. tokne ase dof Je wyfmen })et byej> ssamuest zuich fing 

uor to acsL J)e ilke fet uorzak}) fane ofrene f et acsej) : 

The one hath a: zene3e}j.* uor he dej him wrang of his o^ene })inge. uor 

^^at^ Jje on he}j ri3t ine pe bodie of fe of re, Ac he J>et acsef 

*^*'* fet he ssel : he dep wel and ari3t. huanne he hit dep ine 

j)0 onderstondiuge he ofeeniej) auoreye gode. uor ri3t 

Thirdij, when it him di3t J>erto / and iia3t lecherie. pe fridde cas is 

awayiLieiy^hmi huanne me hit acseJ) his wyue of Jk) dede / uor to loki 

***■ '^•" hire uram zenne. nameliche huanne he jii^p fet hi is 

zuo ssamuest / pet hi nolde neuremo acsi hare Ihorde of 

zuiche )>iniige. and ylef]> )>et hi ssolde ualle blej)eliche 

in-to zenne / ojer li3tliche bote yef me hire ne acsede. 

In thu there u ^^^ P^^ ^® P^ ondeistondinge / yelt / of er acsef zuiche 

meri? ^^ ™^' ^®^*® • ^® ^® zene3[e})] na3t / ac rafre ofseruej) auoreye 

god. uor pite him sterej> f et to done. Ine pise fri cas / 

ne is no zenne ine pe dede of spoushod. 

* MS. lolyneue ■ MS. xene^e^ 
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Ac ine ofre caa me may zeneji / oper li3tliche / ojer On the other 
dyadliche. and specialliche ine fn cas. pe uerste is. sto*in*u«w*^ 
huawne me ne zekp ine zuich dede : bote fe lecherie and ?^irrt le when 
his lost and ine fo cas me may zeneji / li3tliche / and ^^2^ tasu!^ 
deadliche. Li3[t]liche / huanne pe lost ne pase}) najt 
pe markes / ne fe zetnesses of spoushod. pet is to zigge / 
hnanne be lost is zuo y-led mid scele / bet be ilke bet is TheiintaTeniai 

. v*4.i. ij ^ t. ^ t.' J i_x-i. If It U temperate, 

ine pet stat nolde najt fet ping do : bote me his wyue. 
Ac huanne pe lecherie and pe lost is zuo grat ine his wyue 
bet scele is y-blent / and ase moche wolde do he ine othemiM it la 

, deadly. 

hire : f aj hy nere na3t his wyf : ine f et caa is pe ilke 

zewne dyadlich. uor zuich lecherie gej) ouer pe markes of 

spoushod. huerof god him wrefej) ofte to zuiche uolke / with roch sin 

and yeff o>erhuil grat mijte to pe dyeule ham uor to ^itr*****^ 

slea / ase me z&yp of saren* raguelis do3ter / ))et wes P tareur] 

yonge tobies wyf. }jet hedde y-het zeue housboundes / 

})et alle were y-sla3e of pe dyeule : pe uerste ni3t fet hi 

wolden ligge by hire. Jjeruore pe angel zayde to tobyen 

J)et hise ssolde habbe to wyua * Ich pe wyle zigge ' he The devii hath 

zayde / * ine huet uolc pe dyeuel he}) my3te / ine fan })et who give them- 

do> out god / zuo out of hare harten /and of hare J^^^p^^**' 

])03tes. f et ne yeuef ham na3t / bote to hare lecherie to 

uoluelle / ase an hors dej). of er a mule.' and f eniore ham •• * ^o"« <>' • 

benimf god oj^erhuil hare frut / zuo Jjet hi ne mo3en 

habbe no child. Yet hi mo3e zene3i dyadliche ine 

anof re manire. Jjet is to wytene / huawne pe on def 

aye kende / and oferlaker Janne kende of man acse]) / 

ne la3e of mariage ocsep / ne oueryemj). zuich uolk 

zene3ef more gratliche / fawne o})re beuore yzed. Ac Thoee that in 

Jk> Jjet in hare spoushod loke]) pe drede of oure Ihorde / the (tear of wJ 

and lokef klene hare spoushod ase hit is yset zuych ^"^ ^ 

uolk paye}) god. 

pe ober cas huer me may zenejy be spoushod / is ■"** ^^" "~ ®' 

, v ^,/ x- / 8inln"spouBe- 

nuanne man ge}) to his wyue ine time bet he ne ssolde *»«xi " *• ^*»«n • 

, ... , . . . n»*n goeth to hie 

na3t guo. pet is huanne hi is ine pe ziknesse })et wyf- wifeinaUme 
men habbef communliche. zuo fet he his na3t ne spare]) n^Jl* '^"^^ 
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THE ELEPHANT AND HIS WIFE. 



God hath forbid- 
den this improiwr 
fellowsliip, 
for in such state 
are oft bef^otten 
the crooked, 
biind, lepers, 
deaf; dumb, &o. 

[FoLTO.a.] 



Also they shall 
abstain from the 
deed in holy 
times such, as in 
great and solemn 
feasts, 

and in times of 
fkBting appoint- 
ed by the church. 



[sUkebeleinMS.] 



Also when the 
woman lieth in 
childbed, or U 
near her time. 

Kings, earls, and 
barons, hare at 
such times their 
chambers to them- 
eelvM, 

or they go to 
their castles, 
and therefore 
they have such 
fiiir children. 

The elephant 
win not dweU 
with his wife 
whUe she is with 
child. 



huanne he wot pet hi is in zuich stat zene^ep gratlidie 
and uor J>an f et god uorbyet / f et man ne habbe uela^- 
rede mid his wyue. ine zuich stat / and uor ^e penl of 
his children- Vor ase zayj> saint gregorie. ine zuych 
stat bye}) ofte beyete pe crokede / pe blynde / and J>e 
mezels. fe dyaue / pe doumbe / pe ssomede * / pe scallede. 
and men and wyfmen fet habbejj o})ere zyknesses in hare 
bodie panne hi comef to manhod ase goutes / and beles. 
and of re ssrewede eueles. Jjeruore pe wifinan ssel wel 
zigge to hire Ihorde huanne hi ys ine zuych stat / fet he 
abyde. and hi alsuo abyde : ferhuile hi is ine pe ylke 
stat. Alsuo hi ssoUen to-gidere spari uram pe dede of 
spoushod : ine holy times / ase ine greate festes and 
solemnes / to yeue ham-zelue pe betere god uor to seruL 
Alsuo in times of uestinge of holy cherche hi ssolle abide 
mid })o dede. na^t uorjjan fet hit by zenne zuych fing 
to done ine zuiche time, and ine zuiche onderstondinge 
me may hit do. Ac oferhuil hit is f et me ssel abide / 
})et me moje hit do wjp-oute zenne: uor betere* to habbe 
of god Jjet me him bit / ase zayf saynt austin. Alsuo ine 
time })et pe wyfman lyj) a chi[l]dbedde / o})er nye; uor 
to childL he ssel hi/n loki uram pe dede of spoushod / 
uor onestete / and uor peril fet mi3te by. Jjeruore piae 
kinges / erles / baroims / and ofre Ihordes habbej) hare 
chambren be ham-zelue uram hare wyues ine zuiche 
time, ojjer hi wende}) to yzy hare kasteles / ojer hare 
ojjre stedes. and f eruore hi habbe]) zuo uayre children 
and zuo cliene' of bodya Me uint ine pe boc f et spekj) 
of kende of bestes. f et pe elifans nele najt wonye mid 
his wyue : })erhuyle })et hi is mid childe. and man be 
scele ssel bi more antempred fanne a best, and f eniore he 
ssel more him-zelue ine fo stat f olye / and ine Jo time. 
Ac alnewey / ich ne zigge ns^t })et yef he de}) pe dede 
of spoushod ine f o time be guode cause / and ine guode 
onderstondinge / huerof god is demere yef hit is zenna 
1 Looks Uke swrwdia MS. ^ MS. ehene 
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be bridde cas is / huerine me may kueadliche zeneii The third case is 

1 • 1 1 . . 1 1 1 . 1 , 1 when the deed Is 

me his spoushod : is. me noly stede. nor me holy stedes done in holy 

ase ine cherchen J>et byejj apropred uor god to bidde and thaHre set apart 

hym seruy. me ne ssel na3t do fe dede of spoushod uor q^ '^^^ *^®" 

worjjssipe of pe stede. And huo fet ine zuyche stede 

ne loke}) him najt fo dede uor to do : he zene^ef uor pe 

seele of fe stede fet godes uless and his blod bye}) 

y-sacred inna uor zuich f ing mai by zewne in one stede / 

and ine one time: J>et ne is no zewne ine ojjre. Jje* uerpe [» M8.j>«r] 

stat is of ham pet habbe}) yby ine spoushod : ac dyaj> 

hej) to-deld pe on uram pe o})ere. And pe ilke })et is 

ybleued ine lyue he ssel him loki chasthche ase longe cha«tity Bhaii 

ase he is ine pe stat of wodewehod. fet is a stat fet wi^whwd. 

zaynte paul prayzef moche / })et zayj> to wodewon. *huo 

J)et guod is : he him hyealde ine }»et stat. and yef hit 

him na3t ne lykef : he him wyui. Vor betere and it is better to 

more holy fing is to wyui : Jjanne him-zelue heme.' j)e ^^ *° 

ilke bem}) / f et to zewne grauntej). Vor he zet his He bumeth that 

herte be wylle and be wilninge to pe uere of lecherie. °^" 

Ac more hit were woTp him to wyui / Jjawne himzelue They who are 

of zuiche uere uorbeme. and fet is to onderstonde of tomnain^dowa 

ham J>et byef ine pe stat of simple wodewehod. najt of ^^oat'd^ 

fan })et byef ine J>et stat y-bounde be heste fet ne mo3e '^^ 

najt hawi spousy / wyf -oute deadlich zewne"/ efter pe [Foi.7o.b.] 

beheste. Ac alneway yef be beheste is simple / bet is if the behest u a 

private one^ 

to zigge / huawne hi is do pn'ueliche / and wyJ)-oute / its violation 

8ole?wnete. J^aj hit by zuo fet ha zeneji dyadliche / f et ance. ^" 

efter zuych ane beheste him spouse]) : alneway he may 

bleue ine his spoushod / yef per ne is now ofer destorb- 

inge. Ac he ssel do penonce / uor pe beheste. Ac 

huawne be beheste is solempne / ase be hand of prelat / ifthe behest be 

'^ ,,,,,/ •olemn, as by the 

ofer be profession of religion, ofer be holy ordre / fet handofapre- 
me hej) onderuonge / ase sudyakne / ofer dyakne / oJ)er 
prest. bawne bo^ spoushod ne is najt. ac rabre hit be- N 1 

^ ... ; the sin la deadly, 

houeb / to dele fo / J)et ine zuiche manyre / comef to- and the marriage 
g^dere / uor hi ne moje na^t by soued ine zuych stat. solved. 
15 
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THE TURTLE DOVE A PATTERN TO WIDOWS. 



The turtle dove 
teacbeth na to 
keep ihe state of 
widowhood. 



Three things 
belong to this 
■tate. 

1. The fellowship 
of suspected per- 
sons should be 
avoided. 



St Paul reproves 
young widows for 
being idle, 

and fond of 
gossiping in 
the houses of 
others. 



2. God should be 
devoutly served, 



asonereadeUi 
of Anna» the 
good widow who 
served Ood in the 
temple day and 
niKht. 

3. Sharpness of 
meats by which 
lust may be 
quenched. 



The heart is 
drowned in the 
water of lusts of 
this world. 



The clothing of 
widows should 
be humble. 

They should 
Imitate the ex' 
ample of Judith, 



To loki fet stat of wodewehod / me ssol sterie fe 
uorbisne of fe turle. Vor ase zay}) fe hoc / of kende 
of bestes. efber f et fe turle he}) ylore hare make : hi ne 
ssel neuremo / habbe uela3rede / mid ojren. ac alneway 
hi is one / and be-ulyjt / fe uel^rede of ojren. 

Jjri Jinges belongef moche / to ham Jjet bye]) ine pe 
stat / of wodewehod. J>e uerste is hiT^i-zelue kepe / and 
pnueliche bi ine his house. na3t uor to uol3y J)e 
uelajredes suspiciouses. Jjerof we habbejj uorbisne of 
ludit / fet wes wodewe / and hi wes a uayr wyfman / 
of huam me ret ine J)e writinge. pet hi hild hare ine 
hare boure be-sset mid hare maydenes. Huerof zaynte 
panel wy]>-nim^ J)e yonge wyfinen wodewen / pet were 
ydele / and bysye to guowne / an to comene / ganglinde / 
and to moche spekinda ac bisset hy ssoUen by ine hare 
house / and yeue ham guode workes to done / ase 
saynte paul tekj>. 

J)e oJ)er })ing is / yeue ham to bidde god. and blej>e- 
liche bi at cherche ine deuocion / and ine tyares / ase me 
ret ine pe godspelle of saint luc. pet pe ilke guode 
wodewe / })et hette anne / J)et hy ne to-delde hire na^t / 
uram pe temple, and seruede god ni^t / and day. ine 
benes and ine uestinges. 

pe J>ridde ping is / ssarpnes of metes. Yor ase zayj) 
saint bemard. fys spil)) ine lostes. alsuo ase he spiljj ine 
pe wetere / J)et zuo longe he may by per onder : J)et he 
lyest J)et lif. Non ne may habbe his heaued. J)et is his 
herte / longe ine pe wetere / of lostes of fise wordle / 
J)et he ne ssel lyese fet lyf / J)et is ^ grace of pe holy 
gost. be huam pe zaule leue]> ine god. To ])0 stat 
belonge}) : ase 1030 clofinge. na3t proud / ne bisiuol / to 
pe uorbisne of iudit. J)et let hire uayre robes / and hare 
riche agray])inges / ])0 hire Ihord wes dyad, and nom 
clo})inge of wodewehod / onwor}) / and I03 / and more 
wes tocne of wepinge / and of zor3e : psaine of goye. and 
of ydele blisse. )>eruore ]>et hi ledde chastet^ / and hi 
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hit wolde loki al hare lif. Hy hire ssredde mid fe who clothed her- 
here / and ueste eche daye. and hi wes uayr / and faated each day. 
'^ong / riche / and wys / ac guodnesse of herte / and 
loue of chastet^ : hit hire dede do. And fus ssel libbe : 
fet wyle loki chastet^ ine po stat. pia is fe uerjje bo^ 
of fise trawe. 

JjB VIFTB BOa OF CHASTBTfe. The fifth bough 

of chastity. 

J)e uyfte boj of J>e trawe of chastete : is maydenhod. '^^ ^^^ ^^^ 
and fet is fe uifbe stat / of ham J>et loke}) / and habbef chastity u 
alneway lokinge / and hjef alneway ine wylle / to loki (single life). 
al hare lyf / hare bodyes yholliche / wyJ)-oute enye cor- 
rupcion / nor f e loue of god. J)is stat is moche to tm* tute la 
alowe / uor his dingnet^ / uor his uayrhede / and uor praised for its 
his guodnesse. Yor his dignet^ : uor fet stat makef anTito'goo^^ii. 
bane bet hit wel lokeb / anlyke to be angles of heuene / For lu dignity— 

. , , / , , ,, ,. forthoeeinthU 

ase zigge]) pQ hal^on. Ac ]»os moche habbe]) pe may dines state are like to 
more fa/me fe angles, uor fe angles libbejj wyfoute ^'""^ 
tdesse: ac J>e maydines habbef ouercominge of hare 
tdesse. and hit is grat wonder J>et hi lokef zuich ane 
fieblene castel / ase hare fyeble body / aye zuych ane 
strangne uend / ase is J>e dyeuel of helle / Jet alneway The devu u ai- 
zec}) ginnes / huerby he may nime Jane castel uor to uke the castie 
robbi pet tresor of maidenhod. pet is pet tresor / treasure of midd- 
huerof oure Ihord / spekj) ine his spelle / Jo he zede. **'**^- 
Jet * Je kingriche of heueue / is anlycned / to Je tresor / Christ speaks of 
Jet is y-hed / ine Je uelde.* Jet trezor y-hed ine Je of the field, 
uelde : is maydenhod y-hed ine bodie / bet is ase a The field u the 

... / body, which 

ueld / Jet me ssel erye / mid penonce / and zawe mid should be eared 
guode workes. pet trezor is anlikned / to Je kingriche and sown with 
of heu[e]ne / uor Jet lif of maydines / is anlykned to Je ^^^^^^ 
line of heuene / Jet is Jet lyf of angles. Huer-of oure 
Ihord zayj ine his spelle. Jet ine Je oprisinge / ne ssel 
by non spousynge / ase Jer is hyer. ac hi ssoUen by ase 
Je angles of heuene. 

Efterward Jet stat is to praysy / uor his uayrhede. Foriubeouty-it 
16 • 
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THE BRIGHTNESS OF CHASTITY. 



ia the fftlrest 
flUte on earth. 



Solomon asaoci* 
ates brijrhtnesa 
with chastity. 



SlnleM 

chastity U fair 
and bright above 
other virtues. 

[1 MS. liktndt] 



Maidenhood is 
the white robe 
wherein a spot is 
sooner discovered 
than in any other 
cloth. 

It should be pre- 
served (h)m fllth, 
blood, and Are. 
Thefilthisthe 
oovetousness of 
the world. 

None may please 
Ood who seek 
to please the 
world, that is, 
Ood's foe. 



[S So in MS.] 



One sign of 
pleasing the 
world is the 
decking of the 
body. 

[FoL 71. b.] 

Fairness without 
is often gained 
by the loss of 
purity within. 



uor J)et is J)e uariste stat pet is ine erfe / madenhod 
clenliche yloked. Huerof Salomon zayj) ine his hoc of 
wysdome. * 0.' zayj) he / *huet is uayr chastete / kenrede 
mid hrijtnesse.* he zet rijt wel bri3tnesse mid chastete. 
uor Jjawne is nayr c[h]astete / and maydenhod / huanne 
hi is bri3t be guode line / and oneste. Ase J>e bri^t- 
nesse of ]>e zonne make)) Jjane uayre day.: alsuo J>e 
bri^tnesse of grace / and of guode Ibih : makej> pe 
maydenhod uayr / and likinde * to god. Huerof saynt 
lerome zayJ) / Jjet mochel is uayr and bri3t / to-uore 
J>e oJ>re ujrtues / maydenhod. huanne hi is wyjjoute 
lac / and wy])-oute uel])e of zenne. Vor huo Jet is yhol 
of bodie / and uoul ine herte : is ase J>e berieles yhuited / 
J)et is uayr wy]>-oute : and wyjj-iwne uol of stench. 
Maydenhod is pe huite robe / huerinne J)e spot is uouler 
and more yzyenne / fanne in anojer cloj). pet ssel by 
wel yloked uram ])ri spottes. uram hor. uram blod. an 
uram ver. Jjise J^ri spottes be-uelej) moche piB huite 
cloj). pe spot of hor : is J>e couaytise of pe wordle / J>et 
ne ssel na^t by ine his herte / J)eJ) wyle queme god ine 
pe stat of maydenhod. uor non ne may y-queme god / 
and to his yuo / ase zayJ) sainte gregoiie. And pe ilke 
him ssewej) / J>et he ne is na3t godes vrend : j>et wyle 
kueme pe wordle / ])et is godes uend. Jjeruore saint 
Ion zayj) / )>et * huo ])et wyle by urend to pe wordle : he 
ssel by uend to god.* and sainte paul zayjj. *yef ich wylle 
queme to J>e uolke of pe wordle : ichc* ne ssel na3[t] by 
lesu cyi'stes seriont.' 

tocne / J>et me wyle kueme J>e wordle is : pe 
agrayfinge aboute Jet body, uor non ne wolde neure 
mor zeche / uairhede / ne bisihede of robes / ne of 
agrayfinge : bote yof he ne wende to by yzo3e of pe 
uolke. Ac huo J>et wile zeche zuich uayrhede wy]K>ute : 
he lyest pe uayrhede wyj)-iime / huer-by me kuemj god. 
Jjeruore saynt bemard zayjj to ham Jet zechij pe 
coustouse robes / and pe uayre agrayjinge uor to kueme 
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J>e wordle/and ham uor to ssewy. *J)e do3tren* he zayjj 

* of babilonie / J>et is of confusion / zechej) hire blisse / 
and hit ssel wende ham in-to cowfuzion / and to ssame 
enrelestinde / bote yef hi ham ne wytie.* *Hi ham Parpie dothes 
cloje])* he zayj) / * mid pourpre / and mid uayre robes / ©fum bide a poor 
and costuoUe / and onder pe uayre robes / is ofte Jjet "^ 

inwyt / poure / and naked. And hi hise ali3tej) wyp- 

oute / mid stones / and mid broches of gold / and of 

zeluer. Ac hi byej) ealde / and uoule / beuore god / 

be kueade Jjeawes.' Ac saint bemard zayj) / and 8pekJ> 

of ham ])et zuo ham ssewej^ / ine wykkede onderstond- 

inge / and dojj more pa.nne hare stat acaep. Ac al J>e 

blisse of J>e kinges do3ter of blisse / ase zayj) dauij> / is AUthajoyof 

vryp-inne / ine holy inwyt / and ine uayre uirtues huer daughter of biia* 

J>er ne is no couaytise / bote uor to kueme god. And MdundeMed **' 

Jos Jje spot of J)e hore : ne beueljj hit na3t. 

And Jjos me ssel wytye in J>et stat / uram \>e spotte The white robe 
of blod. pet is of J>03tes / and of ulessliche wylninges. from wood, 
Huerof saint lorome zayj). J>et fe ilke maydenhod is thoughts. **'*^' 
sacrefice and ofringe to lesu cnst : Jet ne is na3t be- 
smetted ine herte mid kueade Jj03tes. ne ine ulesse : of 
lecherie. ase himzelf zayj. * Na3t ne is worj maidenhod Maidenhood of 
of bodye : Jer Jet is uelje of herte.' Ase Jet frut ne is without'puritj'of 
na3t guod / Ja3 hit by wel uayr wijK)ute / huanne hit is 
uorroted and wermethe. 

Efterward he ssel him loki ine Jet stat uram Je The robe must 
spotte Jet com J of Je uere. )?et uer Jet zengj and theipotofflre. 
bemj ofte Je huyte robe of chastete / and of mayden- 
hod : is blejeliche zigge / ojer to Iheste wordes Jet 
mo3e sterie to zewne. Vor ase zayj zaynte paul / and 
eftzone we hit habbej aboue y-zed. * J)e kueade wordes : Bad worda mar 

« good manneTB, 

amerrej Je guode Jeawes. And Jeruore zayJ senekes. 

* loke Je uram uoule wordes Jet ne byej na3t honeste.' they destroy 

modeaty, 

Vor huo Jet him y[e]fj to uoule wordes hi ham ssolle nt^t 
ssamie and afroimti / Jet is te zigge / hi lyezej Je 
ssame / and uallej Je li3tlaker in-to zenne. and Jereuore 
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MAIDENHOOD A FAIR AND WHITE LILY. 



and barn or tinge 
the soul. 



Maidenhood is 
Uke the Uly, fair 
and white. 



8t Jolin the 
evangelist was 
the most beloved 
disciple of our 
Lord. 

CroL7t.a.] 



iMoaaseofhis 
maidenhood. 



Maidenhood weU 
rooted in God's 
love, 

is preserved (h>m 
temptation. 

The flower of 
maidenhood hath 
■ix leaves. • 
The first leaf is 
holiness and 
purity of bodjr. 
C'wyottoleinMS.] 



The second leaf 
is purity of heart. 



hue J)et wyle loki clenliche J>ane huyte kertel of maden- 
hod : him behoue]> him loki uor to speke / o^r to 
y-hiere wordes zuyche / huerof he may him beme / 
ojer be-zenge. pe pnu6 cat bezeng]) ofbe his scin / and 
zuo ne dej> na3t J^e wylde cat. Maydenhod amang J>e 
opTQ u/rtues is anlikned to Je lylye ])et is wel \iayr and 
huyt J^eruore oure Ihord zayj> ine Je writings be 
salomonnes mou}>e. * My lemman is ase )>o lylye amang 
Jje Jomes/ Oure Ihordes lemman special is yloued / 
Jet lokejj maydenhod. Vor J>et is a m'rtue huerby zaule 
onderuang]) specialliche more lone / and ]ye fauour of 
oure Ihorde lesu cWst. J^a^me saint Ion pQ ewangeUst 
J^et wes mayde / wes amang fe apostles / J)e meste 
belouede of oure Ihorde. and hir/i ssewede oure Ihord pe 
meste tokne of louerede / aso hit ssewe]) ine pe god- 
spelle. And zuo ha wes ycleped amang jm oJ>re 
decip[l]es : pe deciple / Jet lesu cWst meSt louede. na3t 
uorjan / Jet he ne louede wel pe opte / ac Jane more 
specialliche uor Je maydenhod. J^is lilye flour lokej his 
uayrhede amang Je Jomes of uondi[n]gges of Je ulesse. 
Yor Jet uless is ase a donghel / Jet ne carkej asemoche 
ase is of him-zelue / bote Jomes / and netlen. Jet byej 
kueade meniynges / Jet ofte prekiej Jane gost. Ac Je 
flour of maydenhod ne hej hede of Jo Jomes. uor hi is 
wel y-roted ine godes loue / Jet hire werej uram Je 
Jomes of uondinge. 

J)is flour hit ssel habbe zix leues / and Jry grayns 
of gold aboue wyjinne. J)e uerste lyaf is yholnesse / 
and cleTtnesse of bodye. Jet is to zigge / Jet Jet body 
by y-hol / wy [j]-oute * uelje of lecherie. Vor yef a mayde 
were uorlaye be strengje / and a-ye wyl : hi ne ssolde 
nt^t Jemore lyese hare maydenhod / ne Je mede of 
hare maydenhod. Jjeruore sainte lucie zayde to Je 
tiront. * Yef Jou me beuelst aye mi wyl : my chasthede 
hit ssel by me y-dobbled / ase to Je coroune of blisse.' 
pet ojer lyaf is clennesse of herte. Vor ase zayj saint 
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lerome. Nt^t ne is worJ> to habbe inaidenhod of 
bodye : Jet hej) wyl to by y-spoused. He spekf of Jan 
J>et habbejj behote maidenhod. Vor huo J?et hep bo- 
hote maydenhod ojjer chastet^ to loki / he ssel loki his 
herte chastliche / and clenliche. be bridde lyeaf is The third leaf i« 

' meekness. 

mildenesse. Vor maydenhod proud : ne quemj nojjing 
god. And Jjeruore zayj saint bemard. * Hit is wel uayr 
J>ing : pet hej nu[l]denesse mid maidenhod. and wel 
stranglaker kuemj to god pe ilke zaule to huam mil- 
denesse jefp los to maydenhod. and maydenhod / 
uayrej mildenesse.* Ich dar wel zigge / J>et wyjonte without meek- 
mildenesse / be maydenhod of marie / ne hedde neure of Mary would 

, , , , , / «, not have been 

y-qiiemd to god. uor wy J-oute madenhod / we mo3e by pleasing to God. 

y-borje : and na^t wy-oute mildenes. Jje uerjje lyeaf of The fourth leaf 

pe flour of lilye of maydenhod : is drede of god. Vor God, 

Jo Jet byej zojliche maidines / hi were y-woned to bi 

dreduol / and ssamuest. and hit nis no wonder : uor 

hi berej a wel precious tresor ine a wel fyebble net 

Jjawne Je mayde marie wes alneway by hire-selue / and 

hedde greate drede / Jo Je angel ssewede him to hire. 

Ac Je drede of god / is Je tresoriere / Jet / Jet tresor J^^f *^^ 

of madenhod lokej / Jet Je dyeuel me may hit stele, o^^^^ treasury of 

uor hi lokej Je gates of Je kastele : huer Jet tresor is 

be-sset. be cates of be kastele huer maydenhod is: The gates of the 

^ o r *f treasury are the 

byeJ Je gates of Je herte. pe ilke gates lokej / Je gates of tiio 

drede of oure Ihorde / Jet hi ne by opene to Je viende The fear of God 

be ydele bysyhede of zi3je / of hyerje / and of speche / so that they are 

ojer of guoinges ine uelajredes suspiciouses. uor bisi- S^viiT"**' * 

hede is specialliche to yzy / and to hyre Je ydelnesses 

of Je wordle / hy byeJ ofte way to zenne of lecherie. 

)?anne me ret ine Je writinge / Jet lacobbes do3ter / 

Jo hi yede muzi uor bysihede uor to ysy Je wymen of 

Je contraye huer Jet hi wes. Hi wes y-rauissed of Je [FoL 72. b.] 

pnnces zone of be cite / and uorlaye. And beruore whowiiipre- 

^ r I J r serve virginity 

huo Jet wyle loki maydenhod him behouej moche must withdraw 
wyjdra3e his wyttes uor to zyewne ydele bisihede. And business. 
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pet me dejj be holy drede of onre Ihorde Jet me dret 

alday to wref i. J)et is J>et wyt of fe nif maydines 

huerof oure Ihord lesu cmt spekj) ine his spelle \>o he 

The kingdom of zede. J)et J)e kingriche of heuene is anlikned to pe ten 

to the ten madines. huerof pe vif were wyse. and pe ofre nif were 

^w^^^"^^ ^oIg8. He clepej) hier-ine J>an of pQ kingriche of 

toSiIh!***^*" heuene : holy cherche. fet is hier benefe. huerinne 

byej) guode / and kueade / of foles / and of wyse. J>et 

byej> lemes of holy cherche / by J>e byleaue of cristen- 

The five wiM are douL be vif wvse betokneb bo bet wel lokeb / and 

those that control , ^ .^ ^ / /. , /. i i v •. 

theflvewiteof ledej? pQ Vif wyttcs of pB bodic. huerof we habbep 
beuore yspeke. j)e vif foles be-toknej) f o : J)et folliche 
his lokef . 

The fifth loaf ie bet viftc leaf is ssarpnesse of line. Vor huo bet 

"•harpnew ^ tr r 

(auiterity) of wyle wel loki his maydenhod : him behouef wel wys- 
liche his uless ouercome / and do onderuot / be 
ues tinges / be wakiinges / and be benes. Ssa[r]ppne8se 

which Is a rtrong of liue / is ase a Strang heg nor to loki bane gardin of 

hedge sorronnd- , •• i ^ • t i» 

ing the garden of J>e hcite uram kucde bestes. Jet byej> fe viendes of 

helle / J>et hy ne mo3e na3t in. J>et ne wylne[J>] ns^t bote 

stele : J>et tresor of maydenhod. and J>eruore ssel Jet 

tresor by wel be-sset / and wel y-do op / Jet hit ne by 

uorlore. uor huo Jet hit lyest : neure ne ssel hit habbe 

ayen- nawmore Jawne Je lompe huanne hi is to-broke / 

no may by y-held. 

The sixth leaf is J)et zixte leaf is / bleuinge / Jet is stedeuest wyl to 

(stedfiiatnees). lold Jet me hej behotc to god. )?anne saynt austin 

" FoUow thoi^b zayj ine Je bok of maydenhod. and spekJ to maydines / 

ThaTuJ^SSii and zayj Jus. Vol^eJ Jet lamb of mildenesse / Jet is 

^'*"^" lesu cnst / lokinde uestHche / Jet Jou hest behote to 

god. do hardihche alsuo moche ase Jo mijt. Jet Je 

guodnesse of maydenhod ne spille ine Je. uor Jou ne 

mijt do no Jing huerby liit comj ayen : yef Jou hit 

liest. ase we Je habbe J y-zed uorbysne of Je lompe. And 

study peTsever- 

ance, for it win- samt bemaid Jus zayJ. Stude Jou to bleue. uor hi 

ncth the crown of / . . i» v 

heaven. One / wyu J Je corovme of heuene. 
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Jjise zix leues beuore yzed uayref moche Je lylye of 
maydenhod ac hit behouej) Jwt Jis flour habbe wyj>- 
inne Jri comes of gold. Jet betoknej) fn maneres to 
louie god. Vor maydenhod wy]K>ute J>e loue of god / virginity without 
is ase ]>e lompe wyf -oute oyle. )?anne fe fole maydenes is a lamp without 
uor J>et hi ne uelden na3t hare lowpen mid Je oyle : 
weren besset wyjK)ute uram J>e bredale. And ]>e wyse 
maydines Jet wel nelden hyre lompen of Je oyle : 
yeden in mid pe bredgome to f e bredala 

J)e Jri maneres to louie god / pet byej> be-tokned The three gnUnn 
be Je f ri comes of Je lilye : saynt austin tekj Jo he eth how to love 
zede Jus. J>ou sselt louye god mid al Jine onderstond- ^' ^^ ^^^^ 
inge wyj-oute errour. mid ale Jine wylle wyj-oute **^^'*'![?^ 
wyjziggiwga and mid al Jine bejenchinge wyj-oute 
uoryetinge. Ine zuyche manyere is godes anlyche in roch manner 

, ,, . ,, . ,. ,. . leGod'elikeneM 

uolueld me manne / by Je Jn dingnetes Jet biej me Je fumied in man 

zaule. Jjet is to wytene. onderstondinge. bejenchinge. properties of the 

and wyL Huanne Jise Jri Jinges byej wel ydi^t to 

god ine Jri maneres / ase zayj saint austin / Jawne byeJ z [FoI. ts. a.] 

Je Jri comes of Je lilye wel y-gelt mid Je golde of 

charity Jet yefj uayrhede / and guodhede to alle 

uirtues. uor wij-oute Jo golde / no m7i;ue ne is be-uore 

god. Jeriaker spekj saynt bemard of Je maniere to st Bernard 

louye god. And Jus zayJ. *0. Ju Jet art cmten / loveood,** ^ 

lyeme hou Jou sselt louie god / Jet is lesu cnst.' 

Lieme him to louie / wysliche. zueteliche. stranfglliche. wieeiy, iweetiy, 

strongly, and 

and stedeuesthche. Wysliche : Jet Jou ne by y-stered stedfiutUy. 
be none prosperity. Strongliche : Jet Jou ne by ouer- henot^movedby" 
come / be none aduerset^. and Jus is uayr Jet flour of storagiy?that 
be lylye of maydenhod / huawne hi is zuych / ase we *i»o«benotover- 

r J 'J J I J I comebyadTer- 

habbej y-zed. And Jet is Je ojer scele huer-by Je stat "^^y- 
of madenhod / is moche to praysy / Jet is uor his 
uayrhede. 

J)e Jridde scele huerby hit is to alowe / is uor his '^ ^^JSnlTu 
guodhede / and uor Je note Jet Jerof com J. Vor may- {^J*^™^^*^ 
denhod is a tresor of zuo grat worj : Jet hit ne may nees. 
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THE FRUITFULNBSS OF VIRGINITY. 



Nothing Lb 
worthy of being 
oomiMured to the 
duMte heart. 



Virgiiiity brings 

forth moet fhiit. 

Marriage thirty- 

fold, 

widowhood Bizty- 

fold, 

and virginity a 

hundred-fold. 



[i bol<mife\> and 
bouort in MS.] 

In marriage one 
•hall keep the ten 
beheate. 

In widowhood 
one shall keep 
the ten behests, 
and six works of 
mercy. 



The number 
hundred betoken- 
eth a roand num- 
ber, and is the 
(kireetofall 
flgores. 

It betokeneth the 
crown wherewith 
the wise maidens 
crowned them- 
selves, 

[s Originally the 
passage stood 
thos, loere mid 
V-onmned] 



for they have a 
special crown 
above the crown 
of bliss. 



by / be nonen y-zet a prts. Jjanne J>e writinge zayf . 
J)et no J>iiig ne is worj^i to be ylykned : to J>e cliaste 
herte. and is to onderstonde specialliche : of )m chaste 
maydenhod. uor maidenhod aboue alle ojjre states berj) 
J>et gratteste frut. po jmt byej> ine spoushod yef hit 
loke]y ase hi ssolden : hi habbe)) ]yet Jyritta^te frut. )?o 
jmt byej> in wodewe-hod : habbej) J>et zixtic^te frut Jjo 
J>et lokej? maydenhod : habbej) Jet hondr[ed]c^te frut. 
Vor zuo zayjj oure Ihord ine his spello. fet / Jet zed 
J)et vil into Je guode londe : fructefide of one half to J>e 
Jnitta3te. of ojjer half to zixtiajte. and of Je Jridde 
half / to ))e hondredajte. Jjise pri nombres of JrittL of 
Ix. and of an hondred : belongej ^ to )>e Jri states beuore ^ 
yzed. Je tale of Jritti / fet is of Jrisife ten : belongej 
to J>e stat of spoushod. huer me ssel loki Je ten hestes 
ine pe byleaue of Je trtnit^. j)Q tale of zixti pet is wel 
gratter / Jet is of zixzije ten. be-longej to Je stat of 
wodewehod. uor in zuych stat me ssep] loki Je ten 
hestes. and mid Jan me ssel do Je zix workes of merci / 
huer-of we habbej aboue y-speke. Ac Je tale of an 
hondred Jet is Je meste of Je Jri uol-do. uor hi betokne J 
ane rounde figure. Jet is Je uayreste amang alle Je 
ojre figures. Vor ase ine Je rounde figure : Je ende 
went ayen to his ginninge / and make J ase ane coroune : 
alzuo Je tale of an hondred : ioynej Jan ende to Je 
ginninge. uor tenzije ten : makej an hondred / Jet be- 
toknej Je coroune Jet Je wyse maydynes : ham 
corounede.* And Jaj hit by zuo Jet ine Je stat of 
spoushod. and ine Je stat of wodewehod / me may wel 
Wynne Je coroune of blisse / and more habbe of merite 
auoreye god : Jane uele madines. Vor manie Jer byej 
ine paradis of ham Jet habbej yby ine spoushod / and 
ine wodewehod / Jet more byeJ nier god : Janne manye 
maydines. ac alneway habbej Je maydines ane speciale 
coroune : aboue Je coroune of bhsse / Jet is Je coroune 
to alle Je hal3en. Vor Jet Je maydines habbej ane 
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speciale ouercomynge of hare ulesse. nor to uol^y J)e 
lamb of mildenesse / huyder hit gej> / to huam hi [PoLTs.t.] 
byej? y-spoused. and habbej> ylete Je ulessliche for they have 
sposayles / uor to by mid him ate sposayles eure- eq>eciai manner 

, ... thelQBtoofthe 

lestinde. tmh. 

\)e tende ' stat huer me ssel lold chestet^ / is of The sixth itate of 
clerkes y-hoded / ase byej) su]>deaknes / dyaknes / hoodedcierke, 
prestes / and bissoppes. Alle Jos byej) y-hyea[l]de to JJieST^;. who 
loki chastete / uor manye sceles. Verst / uor J^et hod *JjJ^^iJ^ity 
pet hi habbej) onderuonge / fet acse]y alle holinesse. "^^ °»"y wawms. 
.Jjanne J>et sacrement is zuo he3 and zuo holy / Jjet Jo thdrhood de- 
Jet hit onderuongej / byej ybounde to chastete to loky. nwL 
Jet neuremo hi ne moje ham do to spoushod. Efter- seoondij, their 
ward uor hare office Jet hi habbej. uor hi byej y-di3t. Jod^ **^* 
propreliche to send god ine his temple at his weuede. 
and handlej / and be-takej to hare honden Jo Jinges 
Jet byeJ y-hal3ed. ase Je uesseles yblissed. Je chalis. to handle sacred 
Je copereaus. and Jet more is grat Jing wyj-oute ccwi- ^^^S^eaii, 
parisoun : Jet bodi of oure lorde lesu cnst / Jet Je ^^^^ ®'*^ 
prestes sacrej / and onderuonge J / and betake J ojren. Chriat. 

Nou hi ssolden Javme by wel klene / and wel holy / 
uor Jane scele of Je Ihorde to huam hi seruej / Jet is 
holy / and hatej alle uelje. Jjawne he zayj ine Je The scripture 
writinge. * ByeJ holy / uor ich am holy.' uor to zuiche foriamhoiy/^' 
Ihorde /zuich maine. Vor Je scele of Je stede huer hi 
seniej / Jet is Je cherche / Jet is holy / and y-hal3ed 
god to seruy. Me uint ine Je writinge / Jet amang Je Among the 
paenes Je prestes Jet lokeden chastete ine Je temple / observe chastity 
weren to-deld uram Je oJren / Jet hi ne loren hire ***"*^ 
chastete. Mochel ssoUen bi more clene wyj-oute com- 
parisoun / and more chast Je cnstene prestes / Jet 
seruyej ine godes te^nple / Jet is y-hal3ed / and 
apropred god to seruL Yet eft hi ssoUe by more christian priests 
clene / and more holy / uor Jet hi seruej at godes more chaste, 
borde of his coupe / of his breade / and of his wyne / 
[} So in MS. : read zixte f] 
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THE GIBDLE OF CHASTITY. 



for they aerve at 
Ood'sUble. 



St Paul exhorts 
ChrUttan biahopa 
to be diaste. 



This chastity 
was betokened in 
the Old Law by 
the girding of 
the loins. 



The girdle is 
chastity. 



Aaron and his 
children were 
clothed in linen 
ginUes. 



Before the linen 
'*kirtle" is white 
it must be beaten 
and washed ; 
so must the flesh 
be disciplined by 
penance.* 



The Mrtle mnst 
have above Uie 
white girdle of 
chastity. 
CFol. 74. a.] 



The Unen kirtle 
betokeneth chast- 
ity of heart. 

The girdle above 
denotes chaftity 
of body. 



and of his mete. Godes table is J>e wyeued. pe coupe 
is J>e chalis. his bread and his wyn : J)et is his propre 
bodi and his propre blod. Mochel ssoUe hi Jysume by 
clene and holy / \>o J^et zuiche sendee doj). J)anne 
sainte paul zayj>. hit behouef Jet J>e bissoppes / and ]>e 
of re mimstres of huam he hej) y-speke / fet bye]) Jje 
ministres of holy cherche / by chaste. 

Jjis chastet^ wes be-tokned ine \>e yealde la3e huer 
god het to haw fei ssolden ethe of fe lombe' / pet be- 
toknede pet bodi of lesu cn'st / Jet hi gerten wel hare 
lenden. J}e gerdel huermide Je ministres of holy 
cherche / ssoUe ham gerde / ope J>e lenden : is chastete / 
pet wyjHira^J Je lecherie of hare ulesse. J)o god het 
to aaron / J>et wes prest and bissop / J>et alle his chil- 
dren weren yclojed ine linene kertles / and y-gert 
aboue mid huite linene gerdles. Aaron and his chil- 
dren / J?et serueden ine Je tabernacle : be-toknfejj / J>e 
ministres of holy cherche / Jet ssol by y-clojed mid 
linene kertles / of chastete / Jet is be-tokned be Je 
huite ulexe. Vor ase linene kertel erjan hi by huyte : 
uelezije him behouej Jet he by ybeate / and y-wesse : 
And alsuo hit be-houej / Jet uless beate / and wesse / 
be dissiplines / and be hardnesses, and ofte wesse his 
herte of kueade lostes. and of kueade wylnynges / be 
zoje ssrifbe / er Jan me mo3e habbe Jane huite kertel 
of chastete. Ac Jes kertel ssel habbe Jane huyte gerdel 
aboue. Jet is to zigge / Jet chastete ssel bi straytliche 
y-loked / and wel wyj-draje be abstinence [uorberinge] / 
ase moche ase scele berj / Jet is Je bocle of Je gerdle. 
Ojerlaker me may zigge / Jet Je linene kertel / be-tokn- 
ej chastete of herte. j)e gerdel aboue / be-tocnej 
chastete of bodie Jet ssel wyjdra3e Je lostes of Je 
ulesse uor to loki Je chastete of Je zaule. J)is ilke selue 
is ous betokned / ine Je aube / and ine Je gerdle aboue / 
Jet Je ministres of holy cherche doj an / huawne hi 
ssolle serui at godes wyeuede. Vor hi ssoUe by chaste 
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wyjjine ine pe herte / and wyj-oute ine bodye. Mochel v«t^ '«»i ^ «»• 
is uoiil be spot of zewne / and nameliche of lecherie / the ministen of 

^ . . the church, 

ine J)e ministres of holy cherche. Vor hi biejj \>e eje 

of holy cherche / ase zayj) Je writinge. Vor ase J>et 

e3e let Jjet body / and hirn ssewef his way huerby hit for they are the 

ssel guo : alsuo ssolle J>e prelas / and Je oJ>re ministres church. 

of holy cherche ssewy J^ane way of helje to oj^ren. 

)?anne alsuo ase Je spot Jet is wel uouler ine Je e3en / Aetheepotb 

J>anne ine opre lemes of J>e bodye : alsuo is pe spot of uun in the <Xier 

lecherie more uouler / and more perilous ine clerkes Bo^echerymoro 

and ine prelas : pmne ine leawede uolke. Efterward / J^^JJ^*'*^ 

hy byej) pe sseawere of holy cherche / huerine Jjet iniewdfoik. 

lewede uolk lokej) / and nimej) uorbysne. Ac huanne 

pe sseawere is brijt me zi^p wel ]yane spot / and pe 

xjLelpQ ]yet is ine pe ssewere. Ac pe ilke ))et ine zuich a 

ssewere na3t ne lokejj / he ne zikjj* na3t his 03ene spot / [i »<^|»p] 

ne Jjet me dej) mid pe sseawere Jet is uoul an dim. Ac 

huanne pe ilke sseawere is wel bri3t and clene : panne 

may me wel y-zy / and wel y-knawe his apottea Alzuo 

hua/me pe prelat is of guode lyue / and of guod los. 

panne he ssel nime uorbisne of guode lyue. Eftcrward. Preiatee shonid 

be pore and holy, 

hi ssolle by wel klene / and wel holy, uor J>et hi for they hauow 

clenzej / and hal3ej pe ojre. Vor ase zayjj saynt 

grcgorie. *pe hand Jet is uoul / and behorewed / ne 

may ojremanne uelje do away.* and Je writinge zayj. 

bet be ilke bet is uoul : ne may nenne obrenne klewsy. *«* **»• *>«i "• 

'^ ^ ^ J r J notabletocleaiwe 

And Jet is to onderstonde : ase moche ase faylej of his others 
merite. Vor Je sacrement Jet is y-mad be Je mimstre / 
be Je hand of Je kueade ministre. ne is na3t lesse worj 
ine him-zelue / ne lesse mrtuous / ne Je lesse mi3tuol / 
uor to hal3y ham Jet hit onderuongej. Vor yef hit on- 
deruongeb be be hand of ane (mode ministre. uor be The wickedness 

. '^ . . ^ of the minister 

kueadnesse of Je ministre / ne apayreb nait be sacre- impaireth not 

^ / ^ J A , , , ^ the virtue of the 

ment / ne Je guodnesse. Ac alneway Je kueadnesse of sacrament. 
Je ministre / may anpayri Je ojre be kueade uorbysnen. 
and Je guodnesse edefie / be uorbisne of guode lyue. 
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THE SEVENTH STATE OP CHASTITY. 



Minigters shoald 
be mn example of 
chastity to their) 
flocks. 



The aeventh state 
is the state of 
religion. 



Those who are 
dedicated to Ood 
must always ob> 
serve^chastity, 

[PoL 74. b.] 



for U&eir state 
is one of per* 



The devil strivea 
most to tempt 
them to sin. 



for he has greater 
Joy over Uie fidl 
ofagoodand 
great man than 
over many others, 

as the fisherman 
hath greater joy 
to take a great 
fish than a Uttle 



J)eruore J>anne huam J>et hi haljej) / and clensej^ pe oJ)re 
ine Jet hi ministrej) Jje sacremenB of holy cherche : hy 
ssoUe by J>e more holy / and more clene / ]yanne J)e 
ojre. Vor yef hi byej> queade : hi ssoUe by J)e more 
y-harmed / ]yanne ]>e o]yre. pia la pe zixte stat. 
huer me ssel loki chastet^ and pe zixte boj of piae 
trawe. 

])e zeuende stat huer me ssel loki chastet^ : is pe 
stat of religioun. uor J)0 J>et byej> ine J>et stat / habbej> 
to god behote : ]>et hi ssolle libbe euremor chasteliche. 
And J^eruore hy byej> y-hyealde / and y-obliged be 
zuych beheste. J>et nenremor hi ne moje by spoused / 
ze]y))e hi byej> profes. And huo J)et him dej) spousy : 
pe spoushod ne ssel by na^t. and Jyeruore hi ssolle do 
greate payne / and grat diligence wel to loki hare 
chastete / and uor hare stat / J)et is stat of holy p^ec- 
cion. J)et pe more J)et / ]>et stat is holy : be zuo moche 
is pe zenne pe more / and pe more uouL pe uouler 
J>et is pe spot : pe more he is yzyenne ine pe huyte robe. 
And huo ]>et he3est \wlp: pe zorer he him bleche]>. 
And uor to ouercome hire adudrsarie J>et is pe dieuel / 
]>et mest him payne]) uor to uondi and to do ualle )k) of 
religion, and more is gled hua;2ne he his may ouer- 
come : panne of eni o]>er stat Vor alsuo ase pe angles 
of heuene habbe]> grat glednesse of ane zene3ere 
huanne he him repente)) / and de)) penonce uor his 
zennes : alsuo pe dyeulen ham gledie)) huanne' hi mo3e 
ouercome / and do ualle in-to zenne ane guodne man. 
And pe more ]>et he is of grat stat / and pe parfiter : 
pe more he)> he pe gratter glednesse / huanne he him 
may gyly. Ase pe vissere hej> more blisse uor to nime 
ane gratne viss : ]yane ane littlene. 



Here lieth a 



One readethin 
the lives of the 



Hter lyJ> a tale. 
Me ret ine lines of holy uaderes / )>et an holy man 
^ MS. puanM 
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aalde / hou he com to by monek / and zede. hou bet ^<^J fcthaw 

' ^ / X thataholyman 

he hedde y-by ane payenes zone / pet wes a prest to Je toWhowhebe- 
momenettes. And J^o he wes a child : on time he yede Hewasapitgiin 
into Je temple mid his uader pnueliche. per he yze3 wblnaTwidhe 
ane gmtne dyeuel Jjet zet ope ane uyealdinde stole / and ™^^f*° **" 
al his mayne aboute him. J>er com on of J>e pnnces : '**\^*T'**,^ 
and leat to hiw. bo he him aksede be ilke bet zet ine • great devii sit- 

^ ^ ting on a foldlng- 

Jje stole, huawnes he com. and he ansuerede / J)et he stool, and au hia 
com uram ane londe huer he hedde arered and ymad him. 
manye werren / and manye vi^tinges / zuo J>et moche canwandtSdhtm 
uolk weren yss^e / and moche blod J>er y-ssed. J)e bu^^JdhJ^ 
mayster him acsede ine hou moche time he hedde fet caused in so d^i. 
y-do. and he ansuerede : *ine britti da^es.* he him zede / hu master the 

•^ . ^ . ' ' devU ordered him 

*Ine zuo moche time / hest zuo lite y-doT J)o he het to be weii beaten, 

, , , /"111 -r»Ai^ because In so 

pet ha wer n3t wel ybeate / and euele y-dra^e. Mler much time he had 

pan : com ano))er J>et alsuo to him leat ase pe uerste. 

be mayster him acsede: huawnes ha com. He ansuerede / Another came 

^ "^ ' and said that In 

])et he com uram pe ze. huer he hedde ymad manye 20 days he 
tempestes. uele ssipes to-broke / and moche uolk peets and ship." 
adrey[n]ct. pe maister acsede ine hou long time, he ^'^^' 
ansuerede / *ine tuenti dates.* He zayde / * Ine zuo He too was re- 

. , ,. , /., -r^« J ^ bukedforhls 

moche time: hest zuo utey-do? Efterward com pe idleness, 
bridde. bet ansuerede / bet he com uram ane cite huer a third came and 

'^ '^ ' ^ ij J related how at a 

he hedde y-by at ane bredale / and J>er he hedde arered wedding he had 
and y-mad cheastes / and strifs. zuo ])et moche uolk discord and 
per were y-sla^e. and J)er-to : he hedde yslaje J>ane ^^^ ^ 
hosebounde. pe maister him acsede hou long time he 
zette pet uor to done. He ansuerede pet ine ten ds^es. 
JX) he het Jet he were wel ybyate. uor J>et he hedde tac which he was 
zuo longe abide J>et to done : wi)K)ute more. Ate bSte^fw b^i^" 
lasten com an-oJ>er to-uore pe pnnce. and to him he JiS^w^'^^ 
beaj. And he him acsede / huawnes comst J>ou. He *»™® snother. 
ansuerede J^et he com uram pe ermitage / huer he who said he came 
hedde yby uourti yer uor to uondi ane monek of fomi- ^^^ ^r»he 
cacion / J>et is pe zewne of lecherie. and zuo moche ich ^^J^^^^inga 
habbe y-do bet ine bise nytt ich hine habbe ouercome / ™®"^ *® commit 

J r r J-) I ftMmlcaaon, and 
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RELIGION IS LIKE A DESERT. 



[Fol. 75. a.] 
was ultimately 
snooessfu]. 
The devU klaaed 
thU prince, and 
placed a crown 
on his head uid 
praised him for 
hLiproweas. 



Thus we see how 
glad the devU ia 
when he may 
cause a man of 
religion to fidl 
into sin. 



Our Lord went 
into the desert to 
be tempted. 



Religion is a 
desert hard and 
dry. 



Whoso will avoid 
lechery, must 
withdraw fhun 
the lusts of the 



He who will take 
a castle must 
withdraw the 
meat and the 
water so as to 
starve his foe. 



The castle of the 
womb may not 
withstand the 
spirit when it is 
starved by fiut- 
ings and absti- 
nence. 



and y-do him ualle in-to fe zenne. Jjo Ihip op pe 
mayster / and him keste / and be-clepte / and dede )>e 
coronne ope his heued / ian dede him zitte he-zide him. 
and to him zede / J)et he hedde grat ])ing y-do / and 
grat prowesse. J)o zayde J>e guode man / J)et huanne 
he hedde Jjet y-hyerd / and pet j-2x>^q : he J)03te / Jjet hit 
were grat ping to hy monek / and be J>o encheysoun 
he becom monek. 

Ine J)ise tale me may ysy / J)et greate glednesse hab- 
bej) pe dyenlen huawne hi mo3e do ualle ane man of re- 
ligion in-to zewne. Vor huanne Jet a man is y-giio in- 
to religion / he is ase pQ ilke J^et gep in-to pe uelde 
uor him-zelue / to iii3te wyjj fane dyeueL )?anne 
huawne oure Ihord wolde by uonded of pe dyeule : he 
yede in-to desert, uor pe desert of religion : is ueld of 
uondinge. Religion is ycleped desert, uor alsuo ase pe 
desert is hard and draye / and uer uram alle men : 
alsuo ssel by pe stat of religion hard / and draye be 
hardncsse of Hue. })et is a Strang heg aye pe wyckede 
bestes. and a Strang armure a-ye jrane uyend. JjLs ia 
remedie aye zenne of lecherie. uor huo Jet wylo quenche 
f et uer of lecherie ine him-zelue : he ssel wypdm^e pe 
brondes. Jet byej pe lostes of pe ulesse / Jet Je guode 
religious ssel wyjdraje of his ulesse / be uestinges / be 
wakiinges / be diciplines. ojer ojerlaker Jet uer ne may 
na3t by y-quenct. Huo Jet wyle ane cite oJer ane castel 
nime: he ssel asemoche ase he may / wyjdra3e Je 
metes / and Jet weter / uor to asterue his. Vor huanne 
Je castel is asterued : he ne may hym hyealde aye his 
yuo. Alsuo Je castel of Je wombe Jet is Je strengje of 
Je ulesse / ne may hi^w hyealde aye Jane gost : Janne he 
is asterued be uestinges / and be wyjdra^jes. pe stat 
of religion ssel by zuo yuerred uram Je wordle : Jet Je 
like Jet is ine Jet stat / ne uele na3t huerof he ssel by 
dyead to Je wordle / and libbe to god. ase zayj zainte 
paul. Jet alsuo ase Je ilke Jet is dyead bodilich / hej 
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ilore alle his bodiliche wyttes / J?e zi^fe / Je hyerfe / J>e 
speche. ])ane zuel3 / pane smel / and ]>e uelinge. alsuo 
ssel by be relirious zxk) dyead ase to be wordle : bet he tiw reiigioaB 

J i^ c> J T T should be dead to 

nojying ne uele J>et belongej) to zewne. Jet he 01030 the world. 

zo]yliche zigge ))et word / ]7et \% apostel sainte paul st paoi held the 

zayde of him-zelue. * J)e wordle* he zayjj * is y-crwcefyed hatew, as one 

to me : and ich to Je wordle.* he wolde zigge Jet al ^i^o?hii!g- 

alsuo ase J?e wordle him hild uor uyl / and uor wlatuol / ^^' ***■ "^ 

ase me dej enne y-honged : alsuo hed he Je wordle 

uor vil / and uor wlatuol / ase me hej Jane : Jet is y- 

crwcified ojer anhonged uor Ins misdede. Alsuo ssel 

Je ilke Jet is ine stat of perfeccion / Je wor[d]le hatie. He that u in a 

Jet is to zigge : Je couaytise / and Je kueadnesse of Je hat«th the'oovet- 

wordle / Jet he ne uele na3t be loue and be wybiinge. JJ^^ ** 

zuo Jet his conuersacion by al ine heuene. ase zayj 

zainte paul of him / and of ham Jet byej ine stat of 

perfeccion. 'Oureawuersacioun* he zayb * is ine heuene, for their oonversar 

^ ' tion is In heaven. 

uor Jet body is ine Je erje. Je herte is ine heuene be 
loue / and be wylrdnge. 

Man religious ne ssel nobing o^en habbe ine erbe. ^^' ''^- **•! 

^ ' ^ ^ ' The religious man 

Ac he ssel maki his hord ine heuene. ase zayb oure sbaii make his 

' hoard in heaven. 

Ihord ine his spelle. * Yef Jou wylt* he zayJ *by parfit : 

guo and zele al Jet Jou hest / and yef hit Je poure uor 

godes loue / and zuo Je sselt habbe Jin hord ine heuene.' 

Mawnes hord of religion : ys zoje pouerte Jet comj of J^T^®',?",, 

guode wylle / ase zay J an hal^en ine Je lyues of uaderes. *"» poverty, 

Vor pouerte is Jet menet / huermide me bay J Je riche buyeth the king- 
dom of heaven, 
of heuene. Hueruore oure Ihord zayJ. Jet Je poure of 

sprit byeJ y-blissed. Vor Je riche of heuene : is hsure. 

Vorzoje huo Jet is poure of spirit / Jet is of wylle. He 

ne zekj ine Jise wordle / ne lostes. ne richesses. no 

worbssipes. ac rabre uoryet al / uor god. And zuo ssel ^^e ««>* «}i«i- 

'^ ^ ' ./ / o one man eeeke to 

do be guode religious / bet wile cliue into be helle of cUmb unto the 

' ° o / i- r hlU of perfection. 

perfeccion. J)awne Je angel zayde to lot / Jo he wes 

y-guo out of sodome. *ne trost Je najt ine Je stede Jet 

Jou hest ylete. ac ywyte Je ine Je helle of perfeccion.' 

16 
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REGRET NOT THE WORLD. 



for he trusts not 
to the world. 



Lot's wife looked 
back to the burn- 
ing dty, and was 
dianged into an 
image of salt. 

Lofs wife be- 
tokeneth those 
whose bodies are 
in the cloisters 
bat their hearts 
in the wOTld. 



They have only 

the clothing of 

religion. 

The image of salt 

betokeneth wit 

and discretion. 



Our Lord exhorts 
his disciples to 
remember Lot's 
wife. 



He who sets hand 
to the plough and 
looketh behind is 
not worthy of 
heaven. 

Those dedicated 
to God should 
ever have the 
eyes of their 
[Fol. 76. a.] 



Vor hue J)et is y-guo out of J>e cowuersacion of J)e wordle : 
he ne ssel him najt trosti / ne hyealde besyde fe wordle 
be wylle / ne be wilninge. Ac him asoyny ase moche 
ase he may / al huet he is ine Jje helle of perfeccion / 
and J>er me ssel abide to his helj)e / wyjjoute lokinge 
ayen. Lottes wyf lokede behinde hire / Jje cite Jjet 
ber[n]de huerout hi wes i-guo. and J>eruore hi wes 
ychonged in-to an ymage of zalt. Lottes wyf / be- 
toknej^ ham / zepfe ])et hi byej) iguo out of J>e wordle / 
and byeJ) yguo into religion, wendej) ayen be wille and 
be wylninge / J>et habbef hare body ine cloystre / an 
zettej) hare herten ine J>e wordle. J)08 anlyknej) pe 
ymage of zalt / J>et ne hejj bote Je lyknesse of man. and 
hit is hard / and chald ase a ston. Alsuo byeJ) Jet 
uolk chealde ine pQ loue of god / and hard wy])-oute 
wetnesse of pite : and of deuocion. Jjanne hi ne habbef 
bote Je cloJ)inge of hare religion. Jje ymage J>et wes of 
zalt / be-toknej ine J)e wiitiwge : wyt / and discrecion. 
uor ase Jjet zalt jefp smac to Je mete : alsuo ssel man 
habbe wyt. and discrecion ine Ms dedes / and ine his 
wordes. Jje ilke ymage p&nne of zalt ssel y[e]ue wyt / 
and onderstondiwge / and uorbysne : to ham of religion. 
J>et habbej> uorlete pe wordle / j)et hy ne wende ayen to 
])an pet hi habbej) y-lete. And J>eruore zayj oure Ihord 
in his spelle to his deciples / f et him uol3ede. *bej>enchej> 
you he zaij) of lottes wyue.* Jjet is to zigge / ne lokej) 
najt to Jet ye habbej y-lete uor me. Jet ye ne lyese Jet 
lyf of grace and of blisse: Alsuo ase lottes wyf/ 
uorlyas Jet lif of Je bodye / uor Jet hi lokede to Jan / 
Jet hi hedde y-lete. J)awne oure Ihord zayj ine his 
spelle. J)et Je ilke Jet zet Je hand aje ZU0I3 and lokej 
behinde him : ne is na3t worji to Je riche of heuene. 
Vor alsuo ase Je ilke Je let Je ZU0I3 lokej alneway 
beuore him / uor to lede wel his zuol; : Alsuo ssel do 
he Jet zet Je hand to Je ZU0I3 of penonce ojer of reli- 
gion : alneway ssel habbe Je e3en of his herte / Jet is to 
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zigge J)e onderstondinge and fe wyl to J^an J)et is be-uore : ^•^ directed to 

and najt to J)an J)et is behynde. J>et is to J)e guodes and not to tem- 

eurelestinde J^et ssollew by be-uore ine J)e herte. najt to 

J)e timlicbe guodes / J)et ssolle by behynde. And pna 

dede zaynte paid J)et zBde j J)et he hedde uoryete J)et / st pmU »iw»yi 

)>et wes behinde. )>et wes )>e wordle and al )>e couaitise dentanding and 

... . /Ill hiBwilltohftftTeu. 

)>et ]yer is / )>et he ne prayzede na3t / and yede alneway 
beuore him. Vor he hedde alneway his onderstondinge 
and his wyl to heuene. Ac moche uolk of religion 
zetteb be zuoh be-uore be oksen. uor uele ber byeb and Many reiigioui 

. , . , , . , . , . , folk seek tem- 

^et IS hire harm pet more zeche)> ^e tmmche )>mges / poni things and 
and dof beuore / Jet ssolde by behynde. J)e timliche J^w ^e^an. 
guodes beuore : J)e eurelestinde. and J)e gostliche be- 
hynde. Zuyche religious byej) ine wel grat pml of hare 
uorlyezynge. uor hi ne habbef bote f e clofinge of hare 
religion. To ]>e uorbysne of zainte paul / ssel )>e guode st Paoi exhort* 
religious / uoryete J)e wordle / and lete his behinde him. "everlasting 
and J)e guodes eurelestinde alneway habbe beuore his S^ them)^* 
e3en. and alneway guo uram mrtue / to u^rtue / alhuet and go from 
he com)) to ^ mont ioye. )>et is / to Je helle of blisse nnui they come 
eurelestinde. huer he ssel clyerliche izy god. and him JJeriL^*biiss. 
ssel louie parfitliche. and worJ)ssipie euremo. J)et is J)e 
blissinge huer J)e yefj)e of onderstondinge let Jo f et 
lokej clennesse of herte / and of bodye / ase we habbef 
aboue y-sseawed. And Jeruore zayj) oure Ihord. J)et 
yblissed byeb be clene of herte. uor hy ssolle clyerliche "Blessed be the 

"^ r r " " ^ dean of heart, 

ysy god. t>e ilke blissinge beginj hyer. uor hi byeJ) for they shau 
yclenzed of Jiestemesse / of errour to J)e onderstond- *** 
inge / and of spottes of zenne / ase to Je wylle. And 
Jeruore hi y-zyej) god be byyleaue alijte / of J)e bri3tnesse They shall see 
J)et comf of Je yeff e of onderstondinge / huerby me by the gift of 
knauf his sseppere / and al Jet belongej to helje of »»»d«'»^<"°«- 
zaule wyjH)ute drede / wyj-oute comparer / wyj-oute 
chancelier. and ine Je byleue of lesu cnst huer hi byeJ 
zuo to-gidere / and yzet uestliche / Jet hi ne mo3e ham 
to-dele : uor dyaj / ne uor torment. And Jeruore hi 
16* 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



244 IN HEAVEN ALL 18 BEAUTIFUL. 

ThepmtofheMPt byef yblissed / J)e clene of herte / ine J)i8e lyue dyad- 

mortai iifc^ lich. uor hi habbej) J)e e^en of hare herten / and fe 

onderstondinge of hare wylle / zuo clene / and zuo clyer / 

for they tee God j)et hi zye3* god / and yleuef be stronge beleaue / and 

tyet of their zOcere. ase zayjy oure Ihord to saint thomas ]>e aposteL 

*Vor J^et Jou me best y-zoje : J)ou me best yleued. Ac 

po ssoUe by yblissed : Jet me ne y-ze^e and me yleuef.' 

Thi« bituing Ac J)is bHssinge ssel by uolueld / ine J^e Hue eureles- 

in the life ever- tinde. huer J)e clene of herte J^et bier ssolle ysy him be 

■•"°«» byleaue. ac alneway J^iesterliche. hi ssolle y-zi face wyj) 

when they than ^^^^ ' ^ ap^rteliche / ase z&j\> zayte panL \>et is pe 

■eeood fece to jjiissinge of angles / and of hal3en of paradis. J>et yzy 

god ine J^e face / yknawe enne god ine J^ri persones. to 

ysy clierliche ine \>o sseawere hueriwne alle Jinges byej) 

bri3te / mid* J^e lombe / and fe balden ham wondrejj / 

[FoL 76. b.] and ham y-zyef . and nolle ne moje by : him an to loki. 

In heaven there Vor f er is alle uayrhede / alle zuetnesse / alle guo[d]- 

•weetnee^ imd nesse. welle of Hf eurelestinde / and al J)et herte may 

''*^*^*"' wylnj / and of guod'desiri. Ac ich zigge lite, uor 

ase zay)> )>e writinge. ' ne eje dyeadlich ne may na3t 

ysy. ne eare hihere. ne mannes herte J)enche. fet 

god hep agray]yed to his nriendes.' ]>anne sant 

wherefore think ansalm z&jf, * Man arere al J^ine onderstondinge per 

^d^id«h?w a^^® / an fenc^ as® moche ase f e mi^t / huet / and 

bUM^ddh com- ^^^ moche grat / and huo moche lostiiol / is J>et guod / 

prebend* aU j^t hef pe loje and fane lost of alle guode. and na3t 

zuych lost / ne zueche bHsse / ase me uint ine sseppinges : 

ac asemoche more : ase pe sseppere is more Janne pQ 

sseppinges.' Nou z&jp he / ^mannes makinge huet 

y-zyxt f ou foleant uor to zeche diuerse guodes to fine 

zaide and to fine bodye. Loue wel on guod huer byef 

Godiathehigheet ^^ guodcs / and hit is yno3. fet is hi7»-zelf fet is he3est 

ofHimoomeaU guod of huam comeb alle be obre / ase be streames / of 
goods, aa the ® r r r / r / 

atreanuofthe pe wellc.' VoTzofc he ssel by wel yblissed zayf saynt 

He Li greaUy austin / bet wyb-oute none nakede uisage onwri^e ssel 

bleaaed who with , , . / , , ,, . . ,. 

hia naked Tiaage yzy f busse of god. and ssel by y-went ine amicnesse 

* For zye|>. 
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of pe blisse huer he ssel ysy god ase he is. huych zi3j)e "ban tee God 

is coroune wyjoute ende / and al J)e ssepe of hal^en. 

J)et ssel by al J^e guod of man / zayf huje de saint 

tdctor. auoreye J)ane man pet he made ine bodye and ine 

zaule / uor fan pet man him y-ze3 mid J)e e3en of pQ 

bodie ine his manhode. and )>e zaule hbn yzi)> ine his 

godhede. zuo )>et he nand zuetnesse / and lost ine his 

sseppere wyjj-ine / and wyjH)ute / wyj)-inne : ine J)e 

godhede. wyf oute : ine f e manhode. J)et ssel by pe blisse 

of man / pet ssel by his ioye / and his lost / and lif ^"^^^"^ 

eurelestinde pe ilke ybUssede zi^pe. pet is pe blissinge ofiifeeveriaBting. 

yef hit onderstondep : po pet lokep clennesse of herte 

and of bodie. 

Op jjB tefJ^e of wysdomb. Of J)e u/jrruB of or the gift of 

. wiBdom. 

TEJfP^XAKCE. AND OF BOBRETB. 

jje laste yefpe / and pe meste / and pe he3e8te : is pe Theiart gin and 
yefpe of wysdom. pet is a grace pet pe holy gost yefp to wisdom, 
pe contemplatiue herte. huerby he is ynome of pe lone by wWch tht 
of god. pet he na^t ne wylnep / ne ne ze^p oper ping / with the lore of 
panne him to zyewne / and to habbe / ine him uor to 
likni / mid him uor to bleue. \)ia is pet greate of per- Thi» u the step 

of perfection. 

feccion / pe ende of contemplacion. pe yefpe of onder- 

stondinge huerof we habbep aboue yspeke / makep 

knawe god / and pe gostliche pinges ase be zi^pe / and 

be simple lokinges. Ac pe yefpe of wysdom / makep to ^*^??™^*J 

yuele god / an to y-knawe ase be zuelj. panne wysdom perfectly, 

ne is oper ping / panne knaulechinge smackinde / pet is 

mid smac and mid grat lost of herte. uor operlaker he 

knaub wyn / be ilke bet hit jzhh ine a uayr gles. oper- •• one knoweth 

I "* ' ' ' , It 1 wine by seeing or 

laker pe ilke pet hit drincp / and tastep / and smackep. tasting it 
Ac pe filosofes yknewen god be writinge / ase be ane Tte philosophers 
Bsewere huerinne hy lokeden. be skele and be onder- writing, m by » 
stondinge of his mijte. his uayrhede / his wyt. and his 
guodnesse / erpan hi y-zejen pe sseppinges pet he hep 
ymad zuo greate / zuo uayre / zuo guode / and zuo wel 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



246 THE STEPS OP THE LADDER OF PEBFEOTION. 

and by the work* y-ordavnecL banne hi knewen wel be zyibe and be 

ofiutuT«,«ndby •' •^ ^ , . i 

natural rawon, uorbisne / and be simple zi^j^e of onderstondinge / and 

[Foi. 77. a.] q£ kendelich skele. Ac neure najt ne yuelded / ne 

bttt never byi ne mijte y-uele be zuelj of rijte loue / ne by deuocion. 

Alsuo per byej) uele crtstene clerkes / and leawede / 

J^et wel ham yknewe be byleaue / and be wrytinge. Ac 

nor ^t hi habbej) J^ane zuel3 naj wel y-di3t be ze»ne 

hi ne mo^ no ])ing 3ruele nanmore p&nne )>e zike uint 

The gift of wi»- smak ine pe guode mete, pe jefpe of wysdom / ^t J>e 

num'B*heart to holy gost zet ine herte / zikerliche uayrej) / and dense)} / 

^dby the glue of ^£ ^jj^ uelj>e of zewne / and arere^ zuo J^ane gost of man : 

J>et he hiw ioinej) to god / be a glu of loue / zuo pet he 

and there he is al on mid god. J>er he him ueth. J>er he him norisse)>. 

Mdl^JSiSid, f®^ ^® ^^ uettef . J?er he hi?w lostej). fer he him restej). 

hSfilSSS!*^*" J)er he him slepj). per he uoryet al his trauail / alle his 

deeirea (carnal wyluinges ulesshchc / and erjjliche / and him zelue / 

J)0t he him ne bejengf of na^t : bote of J)et he louej) / 

Thie ie the last and J)et is god onlepiliche. J)is is pe laste stape / oi pe 

of perfection. Dieddre of perfeccion / fet lacob yzej ine his sslepe / f et 

tok pQ heuene / huerby pe angles of oure Ihorde lesu 

Thestepeofthie mst cHue op : and doun. be stapes of bise Iheddre: 

ladder are the *^ ^ r r 

•even gifu of the hjep pe zeue yef|)es of pe holy gost / huerof we habbeb 

Boly Ghost. 

97 these steps y-speke. Be ^o zeue stapes cliuej) pe anglea J)et hjep 

* *"** JK) f et habbej hare herten to heuene / J^et ledejj lyf of 

angle ine erf e / be uayrehede / and be clewnesse / J)et 

habbe]; hare herten in heuene be wylnynge. huanne hi gaop 

going finom virtue and profitef uram mrtue to uirtue / al huet hi yzyef god 

to virtue. 

aperteHche and heriej> parfitliche. Ac huanne hi byeJ) 

Having reached y-cliuc op al to Je laste stape : oJ)erhuil hit behouej) guo 

step, doim be lojnesse. Vor ase moche ase man is more 

parfit : pe more he is milde / and pe lease him-zelue 

praysef . J^erof me kan zigge : he J)et is mest worj) : he 

there u a greater him mest lo^eb. bawue be guode parfite mawn ssel by 

needformeekness . , , , , ^ , 

and self-abase- ase Jjct trau J)et IS y-karked mid frut / J^e more hit bou3 
to pe grunde. Ine anojjre manire me may onderstonde / 
f et pe angles yeden doun. uor pe guode men ]^et lede)> 
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lif of ancel an erbe / be hire holyhede / huanne hi byeb it behoveth thoM 

,. / ^ , / leading the life of 

y-cuue op to ^e he3este stape of contemplacion / huyder angeis on earth 

J)e yef))e of wysdom hi* let / Jet is alsuo y-goyned to 

god / Jet he uoryet al Jet is onder god / be Je greate 

zuetnesse Jet Je herte uelj / Jet is alsuo iroted ine god ; 

Jet he lyest alle ojre loistes. zuo ham behouej ojerhuyl 

guo doun of Jise zuetnesse / of Jise reste / of Jise loste / 

uram his zuete bryesten of solas, huer god haw dej 

zouke ine Je (^ontemplacion to Je workes of Je bysye to deeoend to the 

lyue / huerof we habbej aboue y-speke. huer Je parfite busy lift. 

abide ssoUe / and uor hare note gostlich / and uor 

ojren. 

Ano Jer scele Jer is / hueruore hit behouej guo doun 
of Jo ilke zete of contemplacion / huer Je gost of wisdom 
wonej. Vor Je comipcion of Je ulesse is zuo grat Jet Theoomiption 
Je gost ne may ine Jise line dyeadlich longe bleue / in ^^ ^ *** 
zuo he J stat of cowtemplacion. ne yuele Je ilke greate ^y 'noting* 
zuetnesse / Jet pasej alle lostes Jet me may yuele ine rMn«*n *» «> high 
Jise wordle / ase Jo wytej Jet hit habbej y-proued. tempution. 
Jjeruore Je ayenwyjte of Je ulesse / is zuo heuy / Jet he The flesh drag* 
dra^ J Jane gost a-doun wylle he / nolle he. and Jeruore * "^ 
Je ilke greate zuetnesse Jet Je herte contemplatif uelj / 
be Je yefje of wysdome ine Jise dyadliche lyue. ne is [Foi. n. b.] 
bote a litel zuel3 / huerby me smackej hou god is in this earth the 
zuete / and zofbe as me taste J and smackyj Jet wyn. tLteofOod^e 
er Jan me drincj his nolle. Ac huanne me ssel come J]^J^J^he ehaii 
in-to Je greate taueme / huer Je tonne is be-take. Jet is !J^i?****** 
ine Je Hue eurelestinde. huer Jet god of loue / and of (beaven), 
pays / is / of blisse / and of lostes / and of solas / ssel 
bi zuo abandones to echen / Jet alle ssolle by uolle. 
Ase zayj Je sauter. j)et al Je wylninge of Je herte he ahau drink hi« 
ssolle be uolueld Jer. huanne god ssel do come ope his 
urendes ane ulod of pays / ase zay J Je prophete. huerof for Ood shau 
hi ssolle by zuo uol dronke / Jet hi ssolle by alle dronke / Seni^ood of 
of Je greate plenty / Jet is ine Jine house / and his sselt J^^j^^h aii 
do drinke of Je ulode of Jine zuetnesse / and of Jine ■haii be drunk. 
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SOBRIETY COMES OF WISDOM. 



To win this bleat- 
ing one shall live 
soberly in this 
world. 



Sobriety oometh 
of wisdom. 



Glnttonyprodaces 
sickness and 
often death. 



Death seizes 
gluttons suddenly , 
as one doth the 
fish by the cheek. 



Drankenness de- 
prives num of his 
finoedom. 



The drunkard 
loses his reason, 
and the wine 
drinketh (drown- 
eth)hini. 



The glutton 
makes a god of 
his belly. 



oat of which go 
filth and stench. 



likinge. J^et mid f e is Je welle of lyue. pet is pe welle 
eurelestinde / J)et alneway kuel3 * / and fayly ne may. 
Jet is god zelf / J>et is welle of liue / and sterue ne may. 
huerof arist / and ge)> doun aboue alle pe hal^en. J}et 
byej) / and ssolle bi ine paradis / a ulod of blisse / of 
lost / and of pais, zuo grat / f et alle po J^et f erof drinkef : 
hi byeJ) dronke. J)et is J)et pays and Je blissinge J>et 
ssel by ine pe wordle J^et is cominde hire uor to wyne / 
and habbe / me ssel libbe sobreliche ine f ise wordle. 
ase zayf saynt anstin. Vor non ne dringf of p\ae 
stremes of pais : pet ne is dronke of J^e plente of blisse : 
pet ne lokej) sobret^. Jjet is pe mrtue fet pe jefpe of 
wysdom zet ine herte / aye pe tomochelhede of glotunye. 
Vor wysdom tekj) sobret^ / ase Salomon zayj). Sobret^ 
is a traw wel precious, uor hit loke)> pe heljye of pe zaule 
and of pe bodie ase zayJ) pe writinge. Of glotonye of 
mete and of drinke to moche : comej) uele greate zik- 
nesses. and ofbe J>e dyaj). Vor be to moche drinke and 
ethe : sterf)) moche uolk / and pe dyaj) his nimj) sodayn- 
liche / ase me nimj) J)ane viss by pe cheake. J)et is to 
zigge / pe morsel ine pe mouje. 

Jjise u/rtue me ssel loky toppe alle J^inges. uor pe 
guodes J^et hi dejj to J^an : ]jet his wel lokej). Verst / 
sobrete lokef be skele / and to pe onderstondinge hire 
uridom / J?et dronkenesse hire be-nymj). Vor pe ilke 
fet is dronke / is zuo y-nome of wyn : ))et he lyest 
skele / and onderstondinge / and is ase adrayngt ine 
wyin. and huanne he wenj) drinke Jjet wyn : J^et wyn 
dryngj) him. j)e oJ)er guod f et sobrete makej) is J^et hi 
deliurej? J^ane man of to uoul J)reldom. J>et is of pe 
Jreldome of pe wombe. Vor J^e glotoun / and pe to 
moche nimere of metes : make]? of hare womben hare 
god. ase zajp zaynte pauL VorzoJ)e moche he him 
onworf ej) : Jet seruej) to ane zuiche uoule Ihorde / ase 
to his wombe. huerof ne may go out : bote uelje and 
stench. Ac sobrete lokej) man ine his Ihordssip. uor 
> For \ue\p. 
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pQ goat ssel by Ihord ouer Jet body, and Jjet body ssel The spirit thooid 

DO lord oT8r the 

semi to )>e goste. pe Jridde guod \>et sobret6 maked body. 

is )>et hi loki ]>e gate of pe castele aye )>ane ost of ])e cfoI. n. a.] 

dyeule. pet is pe mou)> pet is pe mayster gate of pe The month ii the 

castele of pe herte / Jet pe dyeuel asaylej ase moche castle of the.heart. 

ase he may. Ac sobret^ him werf pe gate / Jet is Je 

mouj. And huanne Je gate of pe mouje is open : pe 

gest of zenne gej in li3liche / and uor na^t he vijt ayen 

pe ojre zewnes / Jet na^t wyjhalt his tonge. Huo Jet 

hej Jise uirtue: he hej of his bodye Je Ihordssip. 

Alsuo ase me ouercomb bet hors bi be bridle, sobrete sobriety ieiint 

aaaaUed in the 

hej Je uerste batayle ine Je ost of mrtues / and lokej / host<tf Tirtoes. 

and werej Je ojre mrtues. ])anne Je dyeuel uondede 

uerst / ase be Je mouje / of oure Ihorde Jo he him The devil tempted 

■% I t -m -, t • t* 1 1 A1 1- *'''' ^'d flirt by 

zede / Jet he ssolde maki of stones bread. Alsuo he the moath. 
asaylede Jane uerste man be Je mouJe / and him ouer- 
com. uor he him openede Je gate of his castele / Jo he 
him cemsentede to Je uondinge. To loki sobrete ous 
tekj / kende. writinge. an alle ssepje. kende / Jet 
amang Je bestes / man hej Jane leste mouj be Je 
bodie. Efter man to Je oJre lemes y-dobled / ase Je Man hath tome 
e3en / [and] earen / ac — he ne hej bote enne mouJ. Ine bat he hai only 
Jet ous tek J kende / Jet me ssel ethe lite / and drinke **°* °»*^**>- 
lite, uor kende is mid lite y-payd. and be to moche 
of mete / is ofte y-ueld doun. pe writinge ous tekJ 
sobrete. ine uele manyeres / and be manye uorbysnes / 
ase mo3e ysi / Jo Jet connej Je writinge onderstonde / 
. an Jo Jet yzyej Je hues of hal3en. Efterward / alle An ereatum 
ssepjes techej sobrete. uor ine alle ssepjes / hej god 
yzet rijte mesure / ase zayj Salomon ine Je holy writ- 
inge. Sobrete ne is ober bine banne to loki riite Sobriety u a mean 

° r r c> r ? between too much 

mesure. Jet alneway halt Jane middel ine to moche: andtoouttie. 
and to lite, be Jan Jet scele arli3t be grace tek J. Vor 
ine Jise timliche guodes / Jet / Jet is to moche to 
onen : is to lite to anojren / and Jet / Jet is to moche 
to ane poure manne : to ane riche manne hit were ofte- 
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zij)e8 to lite. Ac sobret^ and te^Mpeitmce / zet ouer-al 
KT«nin ftftingi, mesuTe. Alsuo ine gostliche guodes : ase ine uestinges / 
sobrtotymoitbs ine wakiinges / ine dissiplines / and ine o)>re dedes of 



•xurdMd. 



mrtue / J^et byej) y-do uor god / an uor note of pe 
zaide : zet mesure. zuyche ase scele acse)>. pe m'rtue 
TbevtrtoAof of temperance and of sobret6. be ilke mrtues lokeb 

tompeimnoe miift i i • ^ • 

be obMTved in au mesuie sceluolle. najt onlepilicne ine mete and me 



"beweUordAliied 
to God,' 



drinke: ac in alle u/rtues. ase zay[]>] saynt bemard. 

for u modentM ^OT J)ise wHue zet alle J)e f o jtes. alle J)e willes. alle Je 

IdiSV^ddSIii steriynges of f e herte. and aUe J>e wyttes of J)e bodye / 

of um body. outnime Je Ihordssip of rijte scele. ase zayf tullius pe 

wyse. zuo pet a lijte scele be pe yef))e of wysdome / 

halt ine pese pe Ihordssip of pe herte / and of pe bodie. 

Tb«endof«u and J>et is pe ende and pe onderstondinge of alle 

bwrind bojy^ utrtues fet pe herte and J^et body by wel y-ordayned to 

god. zuo ^et god onlepiliche by hej Ihord. ine zuyche 

man^e )>et al by ine his bojsamnesse al )>et he he)> ine 

pe regne of bodye and of pe zaule. and )>et makejy 

sobre loue of god. J>et zet of al / pe herte in-to pe wille 

of god. Jjanne zaynt austin zayf . J)et pe u/rtue of 

temperance and of sobrete / is alone |>et is yloked to 

andbewithdnwn god y-hoUyche wyf-oute comipcion. and ous wy]j- 

UiUworid. drtL^p uram pe loue of hier benejje. J)et is J^e loue of 

[PoL 78. ».] ^ise wordle / J)et troublef pe herte of man / and hise 

zet ine zoi^e. and him benimjy ri3tuolle knaulechinge of 

god / and of him-zelue. Alsuo ase me ne zi^jy na^t 

TheioT«ofGod brijtliche ine pe wetere ystered. Ac pe loue of god / 

fet is wel y-clensed of alle erj)liche loue / and of alle 



ulessliche willes zet J^e herte ine pais. Vor hi him dej) 

and zet ine his ojene stede. )>et is ine gode. per he him 

restef . per he is in pais, ne ne hej) blisse / ne reste : 

OurLoidtaith. ^^ t^^' J^^nne zayj) oure Ihord ine his spelle. *J?ou 

tall^i'i^ttlu**" ®®®^*' ^y "^® trauayl ine fise wordle. ac ine me J)ou 

world, bat In me gsclt vindc Teste.* And saynt austin zede. *Lhord: 

■halt thoa find *' 

wrt." min herte ne may by ine pais : alhuet hi restej) ine 

J)e.' pe ilke loue ne wext na^t of er^ / ne of mares. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OHBIST A HIGH BOOK. 251 

Of bise wordle. Ac hy comb doun of be he^e roche Thuioveoomath 

, _. 1, . « down from tht 

nueroppe hi ys yzet and y-mad J>e greate cite of high rock (Jmos 

paradis / and ^e cite of holi cherclie. \>ei is lesu 

crtst / ope huam byej) y-eet and ymad uestliche be 

guode bUeaae. ])e stronge casteles. )>et byejy )>e herten 

of gaode men. Of )>o heje roche com^ doun )>e welle of this rock 

of loue ine herte Jet is wel y-clenzed uor J>e loue of Je of love intone 

wordle. J>e ilke welle is zuo clier and zuo y-zendred / 

^ J>e herte hire y-knauj> / and j-n^f hire zelue and 

hire makiere. alsuo ase me yzi^j) ine ane uayre welle 

wel yzendred. ope J>o welle J)e herte reste)) efber pe ByUutweUthe 

trauayl of guode workes / ase we rede J of lesu cnst attar its i*boar of 

oure Ihord. pet J)0 he hedde zuo moche y-guo J)et he ^^^^ ^^^' 

wes al weri / he him zette and restede ope fe welle. )?e 

like welle boue Jet guode herte / he Jet him wiUe 

ber^e / him restej is Je loue of god. J)e ilke welle is Thi» weu u iwMt 

ZUO zuete and of zuo guod smac : Jet Je like Jet Jerof 

dringj / uoryet alle o Jre zuetnesses and ojre smakkes. 

pe ilke welle ne uelj na^t Jane fauc ne Je er Je / ne i* *• paw ■»<! "»• 

Jane merss of Jise wordle / and Jeruore hy is zuete and 

of £mod smac to dnnke. uor ase moche ase be welle ^^ whoiewme to 

^ '^ drink. 

yuelj lesse of Je er Je : zuo moche hi is Jo holer and 

be betere of to drinke. bet is be welle of wytte and of i* *« »»» weU of 

^ . wltandof 

wysdome. uor Je ilke Jet Jerof dringj / he knauj wyt wiwiom, 
and wysdom and vel J / and smacke J Je greate zuet- drinketh thereof 
nesse Jet is ine god / and Jet is Je hejeste wyt of wiadom. 
man : wel to knawe his sseppere / and him louie mid 
al his herte. Vor wyjoute Jise filosofie / alle oJre 
wyttes ys folye. 

Zuych wyt zet Je holy gost ine herte / Janne he such wtt the 
him yefj Jane yefje of wisdom / Jet is herte of gost- giveth, 
liche blisse / and hire adraynkj / and makej him 
dronke of holy loue. Huet wyt is Jet / Jet Je holy 
gost zet in-to Je herte wel y-clenzed : Jet ich habbe •^^ s^teth it in 
hier be-uore y-ssewed / huer Jet is spek of Je wyttes of 
Je zaule / ate ginninge of Je dra^ Je of utrtue. and Jer- 
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TH£ FIB8T STEP OF SOBRIETT. 



NoMiiUijUvsin 
thiB world with- 

fighting of tempt- 



uore ich paci J)e ssortlaker. t>et gostliche wyt J^et com j» 
^•dL^*d M^L ^^ 8*®deuest loue of god. make]) J)e herte sobre / and 
zofte / and alle fingea a-mesnrej) / zuo J)et pe herte pet 
is ine znich stat is ine payse / ase hi may by ine )>ise 
dyadliche line. Vor ine f ise wordle / non ne may 
libbe wyjH)ute tonnent / and wyjH>ute zome vijtingo 
of temptacion. Jjet god zent ofte uor to uondi his 
knyjtes. and nor J^an Jet hi conne usy of annes of 
ujrtne. nor oj^erlaker hi ne moje by guode knyjtes. 
Jeanne me cou)^ maky ])e tomoymens ine time of pays. 
Ac huanne J)e guode knyjt het onercome pet tomoy- 
ment : he went ayen to his house, per he him lestejy 
al in eyse. Alsuo dej) pe guode herte huanne hi hej> 
wel yuo3te and hej) ouercome J>et tomenoyment of 
uondinges : ha comp ayen to him-zelue / and hiwi 
reste)} ine god. J}et him confortep efter pe trauayl / zuo 
fet he ^r uoryet al his trauayL and ne )>eng)> bote of 
god. huer he uint al Jet he wihiej. pet is Jet £rut Jet 
Je traw of sobret6 berj / Jet comj of Je yefje of wys- 
dom / ase ich habbe aboue yzed. 



[PoL 19. ».] 



Th0goodh6ut» 
when it hath 
wtUftmght, 

retorns to itielf 

andreatethin 

God. 



Ofthaitepaof 
aabrltHj. 



Moderation shaU 
be observed in 
flTethinga. 



1. Setboondeto 
the understanding 
andtobelieC 

Thoee overstep 
moderation who 
are.unbeUevers, 

[tsiMyMMie/] 

and measure be- 
lief by their un- 
derstandings. 



Of ))e stapes of sobret£. 

Ase ich habbe aboue yssewed / sobret^ ne is ojer 
Jing / bote to loky ri^te mesure ine alle Jinges. Ac 
specialliche : ine yyf Jinges me ssel loki mesure. ))et 
byej alsuo ase zeue stapes huerby wext and profite J Jet 
traw of sobret^. 

t>e uerste stape of sobret^ is / Jet me zette mesure in 
his onderstondinge. spacialliche to Je articles and to Je 
poyns of Je beleaue. pe ilke ouerge J mesuie / Jet wyle 
zeche kendelich skele / ine Jan Jet is aboue onderstond- 
inge / ase do J Je bougres / and Je misbylefde.* Jet 
wyllej mesuri Je beleaue be hare onderstondinge. ac hi 
ssolden mesuri hire onderstondinge and hare skele to Je 
mesure of Je beleaue / Jet god ous heJ y-yeue. And 
Salomon zayde to his zone. ' Vayre zone / do in-to Jine 
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wytte rnesure.' J}et is to zigge / bet bou ne bi na3t / of mm» should not 

zuo ojene wytte / ne lu^t zuo 3rpi3t in )>me ouerweninge : and Mir-conA- 

J>et fou ne flechchi / uor to leue to guod red. and Jet 

J)ou ne lete fin o^ene wyt / uor to bonje to pe wyser 

Jeanne J)ou. And specialliche to J>e articles of J)e beleaue 

me ssel lete his o^ene wyt / and his onderstondinge He »hoaid set his 

undersUundinK in 

flechchi / and zette ine j^reldom of )ye beleaue / ase zay)> thnidomtobeUet 
zayte paid. na3t uor to apeluchier ne zeche kendelich 
scele. huer he non ne hej> / ase do]) f e bysye / ojer fe 
malancolien / ]>et byejy ylich )>an ]>et zek3^ fe crammeles 
ine Je russoles. oj^er J^an J)et zekj) J>et uel ine pe aye / 
o]>er ]>ane knotte ine pe resse. 

be ober stape is / bet me zette mesure ine be loste «. SetmeMure in 

'^ ' '^ '^ the lust and the 

and mid fe likinge of )>e wille / fet me ne him ne aslaky pisMore orthe 

na3t to moche )»ane bridel to yeme to lostes of ])e ulesse / 

ne to f e couaytise of Jise wordle. Jeanne J)e wyse zayj) 

ine fe writ[i]nge. * Ne uol3e na3t he zayJ) J>e couaitises ne poUow not the 

J^e wylninges of fine herte / and fe miswende to do J)i thine heart. 

wyl / f et J)ou hit ne uoluelle na3t. and yeld guod skele. 

uor yef f ou dest to fine herte his wyl : fou makest 

blisse to fine vyendes / fet byef f e dyeiden of helle.* 

uor alsuo ase f e ilke fet makef blisse to his uo / ayens 

huam he ssel ui3te / huanne he him yelt to him ouer- 

come. Yef he him yelt ouercome to fe dyeule fet him consent not to 

consentef to his euele wylninges. J>eruore zayf zayte uwjs. *"*'**' 

peter f e aposteL ' ich you helsny / fet ye ase oncouf e / 

and pilgnmes / you loki uram wilninges.* pe ilke fet TraveUers in a 

is pilgnm and ine oncoube contraye / huer byeb manye »re watchftii for 

1. vv ,. i. • ,. ^ .1 . / / /^ fcarofthleves. 

f yeues an robberes fet aspief f e pilgnms / and waytef [poL 7». b.] 
f e wayes : ham lokef moche / fet hi ne ualle ine f e 
honden of f yeues. and f engf hou he may guo zikerliche. 
Alle f e guode men ine f ise wordle byef oncoufe and ^ "^^Shw *" 
pilgnms. Hi byef oncoufe / uor hi byef oute of hare 
contraye. fet is paradys. fet is f e contraye / and heritage 
to guode men. Hi ne byef fenchinde bote uor to Their heritage is 
uoluelle hire iomayes / al huet hi comef to hare eritage / p*"™***^ 
» For zek|>. 
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The good pii- )>et is )»e cit6 of poradis / )>et )»e guode pilgnms zeche)y. ase 

good iode^ zayj> zaynte pauL J^etne habbej) / ne nolle J habbe fe eri- 

tage hier in Jise wordle. Zuyche pilgnms |>et willeji guo 

zikerliche : hi doj) ham ofte ine guode uelf^rede / and 

ine zikere guoinge. j)e guode uela^rede )>et let zikerliche 

and ptuvoe their and guob liatuoUiche / is byleaue / and loue. beleaue / 

Journey bj right 

beuef and true let j)ane Way to pilgnmes. ac loue his berjj. zuo fet J^e 

way haw greaep lite / oJ)er na^t. Huo J^et he]) zuyche 

They have no «Bar uelaaiede : he ne heb of byues none drede bet wayteb be 

ofthievee,thatU. ^ r VJ r J r r 

the devu and hia wayes. pet bye J) dyeulen pet nimef and robbej) alle 

Jo / pet none zuiche uela^rede ne habbej). pet byej) po 

J)et wyllej) do hyere / hyre lostes : J)et haw do]) in-to J>e 

BeUefandioveof ^^nden / and in-to pe gnnes of pe dyeule.* Beleaue / 

Godhead them ^^ i^^^ ^f ^^^ of-halt pe herte / and his wyj>dra3t 

uram qUeade J>03te8 / and uram fole * lostes / fet he ne 

ccmsenti. Alsuo ase me ofhalt J^ane uo3el be Je ges / 

The heart ia like J®** ^® ^® ^^7 ^ ^ wylle. pe herte is ase is fe uo^el 

» *»^ J)et wolde vly to his wylle / and bote hy by ofhealde / 

be J>e ges of beleaue / and of loue / hy ulyjji perilous- 

andi. liable to fly ^<^^® / ^^ >^^ ^J ^7^ ^pilf / and ual> ofte into pe 

into the snare. gnnes / of pe uo3elere of helle. J)et is J^e dyeuel / J)et ne 

wylnej) / bote to nime Jane uo^eL Jjeruore pe guode 

man and pe wyse / wyjdra^ej hare wyl / and hare 

lostes / and hare Jo3tes. be temperance and be sobret^ 

Huerof senekes zayj?. * yef f ou louest to bi sobre / and 

Control thy wUL *^^®^P^ • wyjscore / and wyfdrs^ fine willes / and zete 

aa one doth the ^^® brydel to J)ine couaytises.' Vor alsuo ase me wyj- 

h^with a iiait Jet hors by Je bridle Jet hit ne guo na3t to his 

wille : alsuo me ssel ofhyealde Je herte be Je briddle of 

Sobriety ia the sobret6 / Jet hy ne yeue hire na3t / to Je wille ne to Je 

bridle. . « . 

couaytise of Jise wordle. 

obeerre modera- P^ Jridde stape of sobret6 is / zette and loki mesure 

tion in worda. ^^ wordes. Huerof Salomon zayj. J)et ' Je wyse / and 

Je wel yto3te / temprej / and mesure J his wordes.* And 

saynt lerome zayJ. Jet *mid ueawe wordes / is y- 

» MS./ofo 
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proued mannes lyf.' J)et is to zigge. by J>e wordes me By woMimay 

1 ./tt II. .. n -rr the foUlM Uld 

may yknawe fe folyes / and J>e wyttes of men. Vor wisdom of m»n bo 

ase me knanf Jjet zuin be J>e tonge / yef hit ys hoi. *™*'^ 

of er aboue y-zawe. and Jeruore zayf J>e wyse ine J^e 

writinge. f et * pe wordes of f e wyse byej) y-we3e ine J>e 

waye.' J5et is to zigge / J>et f e wyse ssel zuo weje Je Weigh thy word 

wordes ine J?e waye of skele and of discrecion f et J^er ne diMreUon. 

by na3t to wyj)-nymene. Zome uolk byej? / J^et ne moje 

haw najt hyalde stille / ne na^t ham loki / f et hi ne zigge / 

by hit zoj) by hit leazinge. pet byej) ase f e melle wyj)- 

oute scluse. f et abie-way went be fe yemynge of f e 

wetere. Vor hi habbej? ase uele wordes / ase J)er comj) 

of weter to f e melle. Ac pe wise zettejy f e sclnse of The wiae letteth 

discrecion / nor to ofhealde J^et weter of fole wordes. cretiontokeep 

and to uele. Jet hi ne guo be J)e melle of J^e tonge. J)er- SSwf^ioriJT**' 

uore zayj) fe wyse ine pe writinge. *Yzi3 pet weter CFoLso.*.] 

yeme.* Jjet is to zigge : hald fine wordes ine pe scluse 

of discrecion. uor ase zayf Salomon. ' Huo fet let guo 

Jet weter to his wille : he is ofbe cause of strif / and of 

chidinge / and of manie kuedes / fet comef of kueade lianyevflioomeof 

tonge.' ase ich habbe be-uore yzed / ine pe chapitele of 

uices. huer ich spek of pe zewne of pe tonge. Jjeruore 

zayf wel pe wyse ine pe writinge. *do' zayf he * / fine 

wordes ine waye / and guod bridel ine bine moube. and Take heed that 
J I c> r r ^ thoufiOlnotby 

nim hede f et f ou ne ualle be fine tonge be-uore fine thy tonguer 
uo : f et f e asspief .* An-of er zayf . * Do to fine mouf e / Put » door and 
a dore and a loc. and to fine wordes : a waye and a mouth, 
yok.' Huo f et ne we^f his wordes ine f e waye of discre- 
cion. and ne ofhalt ns^t his tonge by f e bridle of skele. 
fet ssel ofhyealde fe tonge of kueade wordes. he ualf Hewhodoeanot 

guard his tongue 

li^tliche ine f e honden of his uon. fet byef f e dyeulen / wiu fioiinto the 

fet oueral ous aspief / and waytef . Huanne f e von / JSTde^. *** 

fet vijtef aye fane castel / yef hi vyndef f e gate oppe : 

hi guof in lijtliche. alsuo f e dyeuel fet uijt wyf fane 

castel of f e herte / huanne he uint f e gate oppe / fet The mouth is the 

is f e mouf / he nimf lijtliche fane castel. And f eruore **^ ^ 
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zayde dauij) ine fe sautere. * Ich sette guode lokinge to 
Reason hM the be moube ave mine yuo * / bet is be dyeueL be lokinge 

care of the mouth. / ^^ i r r f ^ o 

of f e mouJ>e / J?et is skele and discrecion. J)et examenej) 

J)e wordes / erjyan hi guo out ate moj^e. J)is is J)e vijt 

huerof J^e wyse spekj) ase ich habbe aboue yzed / huer 

Weigh weu thy me ssel weae bet word er hit by yzed. And bou sselt 

word* ere they be ^ '^ ^ ^ ^ 

•poken. ywyte / J^et zoJ)nes8e halt Jise ri3tuolle waye. Yor 

zo)>nesse acorde^ }ye onderstondinge of )>e herte: and 
J)et word of J^e motij^e / as hit is ine ^ herte. J)is waye 
ne ssel hongi of Jis half / ne of yend half / arijthalf ne 

Be not afraid to alefthalf. J>et nor none pnu6 loue pf man ne of wyf- 

ipeak the truth, 

man. ne nor timlich note, ne uor hate of of ren : me 

ne ssel lete to zigge zof / huer J)et me ssel / and huanne 

and speak not hit is nyed. ne leazinges / ne ualsnesse / me ne ssel 

falsely to please ^ ^ ^ ' ' 

any one. zigge uor nenne man. 

Ase me ssel loki mesure ine wordes : alsuo me ssel 

SmheSil''**** loki mesure ine hyerf e. Vor asewel me may zenejy ine 
kuede hyerfe : ase ine kueade speche. Jjanne J^e ilke 
f et yhyerj) blef eliche missigge of ren : ys partiner / 

ifthonhearest and uela^e of be zenne of ban bet he yherb. bet non ne 

with pleasure ij.r, r r J r »^ 

evil of another, wolde zigge olefeliche kuead of obren /nameliche to- 

thou art privy to ." #1. n ^ 1 .^.i.ii 

the Bin of the ^ore greate men / bote yef he ne wende pet hit likede 

™'* to him fet hit hyerf. panuQ an hal3en zayf. pet *non 

ne ssolde by misziggere : bote per by an hyerere.' j^er- 

uore Salomon zayf. *fe norfene wynd / to-frauf pe 

raynes / and pe lourinde chiere: pe wordes of pe 

Great men should missiggere.' bise greate men hi ssolden wel ham loki / bet 

consider well what ^ '^ o If 

thv hear. hi hieref / and fet hi leuef . ))et hi vindef veawe / fet 

Futterers and zoJ> ham zigge. Ac ulatouTS / and lyejeres / hjep to 
grat cheap ine hare cort Jje meste dierfe f et is aboute 



but few are truth- ham / is of zofnesse / an of trewfe. and f emore hi byeb 

[FoLso.b.] ofbe y-giled. pet hi yherej) blejjeliche / and y-leuef 

lijtliche fet me^ham zayf and fet ham likef . Senekes 

Great men have z&jp. fet feme lackef to gTcato Ihordes: bote zof 

those who ziggeres. Vor hi habbeb lyeaeres / and vlatours: to 

fearlessly speak ^ . , r J 7 I 

the truth. greate cheape. and veawe zof ziggeres. Me ssel habbe 
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J)e earen opene / uor to hyere blefeliche / J)e guode 

wordes / Jet byej) worj) to f e help of zaule. and y-sset : ?|"** *^L!*" *** 

to fole wordes / ydele / and queade. Jjet moje do harm : 

and ne nj03e do guod. Jjeruore J)e wyse zayj) ine Je 

writinge. * Stoppe fine earen mid J)ome8. and ne hyer ^p ^^^ ^**** 

najt f 6 queade tongen.' Je queade tonge : is tonge of 

eddre of helle / Jet J>e misziggeres berej). and enuenime]) 

Jo Jet his y-herej. Aye zuyche tongen me ssel stoppi 

bo yeren mid bomes / mid be drede of oure lorde / that !», w!th the 

'^ •' i- / r / fear of the Lord. 

ojer mid Je Jomes huennide god wes y-coroimed / uor 

be Jenchinge of his passion : Vor huo Jet he J drede of ^^^ ^^^r^^^n 

god / and be Jenchinge of his passion : he nolde na3t not Usten to uar» 

blejeliche y-hyere Je misziggeres / ne flatours / ne fole 

wordes / ne lodliche. In anojre manere me may on- 

derstonde Jis word. * Stoppe Jine yeren mid Jomes.' 

jje Jomes Jet prikiej / be-toknej harde wordes and 

prekiinde / heruore me ssel wyjnime Je missiggeres / 

and maki his stille and ssewy semblont Jet me ne hierj 

his m^t blejeliche. per is an eddre Jet is y-hote ine The asp cioaeth 

latin / aspis. Jet is of zuiche kende / Jet hi stoppej Jet J^d X oth^r**^ 

on eare mid erje / and Jet oJer mid hare tayle / Jet hi Jjitihl ^7*^01 

ne yhere Jane chamiere. J)e ilke eddre ous tek J a wel ^^^ ^* charmer 

grat wyt / Jet we ne hyere na^t Jane chamiere / Jet is xheiiarand 

Je lye3ere / and Je flatour. Jet ofte be-charaiej Je riche Jj^J^^'Sit one 

men. Ac huo bet stoppeb bet on eare mid erbe / and ^^^ beware of. 

Jet Jer mid Je tayle : he ne ssolde habbe none hede to ean wiu not be 

hi be-chamied of Je dyeule / ne of kueade tongen. futteiyj 

pe ilke stoppej Jet on eare mid er Je : Jet JengJ Jet he and wiu think of 

is of er Je / and to er Je ssel coma and zuo Jenche his whence he came, 

uoulhede and his ziknesse. hueraore he him ssel moche 

mildi : and na^t him praysy. J)et oJer eare stoppi mid 

Je tayle / uor to be Jenche of Je dyaje / Jet him ssel and of death that 

wel astonie. Huo Jet Jus couje stoppi his earen : * ^who'twnkeS' 

he nolde yhyere blejeliche zigge / ne recordi Jing : Jet ^^^^ luurto 

ssolde misliki god. and zuo ssolde he by wel ytempred / wor^diepieesing 

• MS. erarm 
17 
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THE FIFTH STEP OP SOBRIETY. 



Moderation in 
clothing is the 
fifth step of 
Sobriety. 
£xoeMi« a sin. 



wherefore we 
should not be over 
busy in adorning 
ourselves. 



He is a fool and 
childish that is 
proud of his 
dotliing. 



The wearing of 
clothes comes of 
the sin of our first 
parents. 

[Pol. 81. a.] 



Under U\t robos 
there is otvea a 
dead soul. 

Nature has 
adorned the pea- 
cocic and cock. 



Nature has given 
man no clothes of 
which to be proud. 



St. Paul says that 
women shall 
adorn themselves 
with propriety. 



Many poor might 
be sustained by 
the number of 
robes that one 
woman wears In a 
year, 



and amesujed ine hyerj)e and ine Ihestinge. And ))i8 
is pe uerj)e stape of sobrete. 

J?e uifte stape is / to loki mesure of ssredingo of 
pr^iouse robes / huerof me pasej) mocbe mesure / and 
makej) mocbe ouerdoinges. and J)eraore )ret ouerdede is 
grat ze/ine / and uelezijje ancbesoim to zene ine oJ)ren. 
))eruore me ssel ine zuycbe ))inges loky mesure. Vor 
bit is to mocbe of prts and to mocbe bysy agray])inge 
ne were zewne : oure Ibord ne speke najt zuo steflicbe 
ine bis spelle a-ye \>e queade ricbe / J)et zuo ofte bam 
ssredej) / ase of to zofte bougeren and of to mocbe of 
prts pourpre. 0. mocbe is be fol uorzojje / and cbild of 
wytte / J)et of bis ssredinge is proud. Me ssolde bim 
wel byealde fol : ))et were proud to bere j>e ssredinge. 
))et ne ssolde by bote a tokne. and a bej)encbinge of ))e 
ssame of bis uader / and of bis ojene. J)es wone of 
robes nes yuounde / bote uor ))e zewne of oure uerste 
uader uor to wry bis confusion / and oure. Huanne 
me yzijj) bere ane byrie. J)et is tokne ])et J)er is wyjjine 
a dyad, alsuo bit y-ualj) ofte / ))et onder pe uayxe 
robes : is ))e zaule dyad be zenne / and namelicbe ine 
))an fet bam gledyej) / and predej). Yef fe pokoc biw 
prette uor bis uayre tayle. and pe coc uor bis kombe / 
bit ne is no wonder fet kende ham bej) y-yeue / an 
doj) be bare kende, Ac man ofer wyfman / J)et be]) 
wyt and skele / and wot wel pet kende ne beJ) najt y- 
yeue bim pet ilke ssroud / be ne ssel biwi na3t prede : 
of pe ssredinge of bis bodye. ne of pe quayntises of bis 
beuede. Jjeruore zayj) pe wyse ine pe writinge. * ne glede 
pe na^t ine uayr ssroud.' And zaynte paul fus zay[(>]. 
\>et pe wyfmen bi ssolle ha,m agray])i : mid sobrete. )>ct 
is to zigge : be mesure / and wyJ)-oute ouerdoinge / be 
pe stat / fet pe wyfman acsej). Vor zoJ)e ])et ne is na^t 
wy]H)ute ouerdoinge. ))et on wyfman. ssel babbe uor 
bare body ine one yere zuo uele payre of robes / and 
of diuerse maneres / buerof manye poure mitten by 
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sostened of fan ))et is to moche. Ac yet eft yef hi but they are not 

given to the poor, 

weren ate ende y-yeue uor godes loue to \>e poure : yet bat to the diw>- 
hit were zom})iiig. ac hi bye J) ofte y-yeue to rybaus J>et 
is wel grat zenne. Jjeruore me ssel loki mesure ine 
zuyche ))inge be ^ stat j>et ))e persone acse)) ase ich 
habbe aboue y-zed. 

Jje zixte stape of temperance and of sobret^ is / ))et The sixth step of 

Tempeninoe if 

ech loki guode mesure ine his contenonce / and ine his moderation in 
beringe. ])anne seneke zayjj. Yef J)ou art sobre and Take heed that 
ate/npred / nim ))ou hede ))ot J>e steriynges of ))ine Sto?^liS*te not 
herte ne of pine bodye / ne by uoule ne onworJ)i. Vor '"^ ^ '*^* 
of ))e discordance of j>e herte : com]) \>e discordance of 
be bodie. Zome ber byeb zuo childhedi / and of zuo some are eo 

I ^ l\' / ,- I- 1 X 1. 1. n chUdiahthatthej 

nice manere / j>et hi make]) ham-zelue to by hyealde caoaeihenuewea 
foles. Hit becomj) wol to man of worssipe / and pet is Jj^ii^'^ "^**^ 
ine grat stat / ))et he by wel ordine / and amesured ine Look that thj 

' »d«beweU 
red, M) thai 
'ledavtra 
r example- 



alle his dedes / and in alle his zigginges. and of uayre dered,iothatuMM 
contenonce to-uore alle men / zuo ))et non ne moje ^^»»^y^ 



nime of him kueade uorbisne / ne ))et he ne by yhealde 

uor fol / no uor child. Vor ase zayjj a grat filosofe. 

• child of elde. child of wytte. and child of ))eawes : 

bye]) al on.* J)e writinge zay]) ))et / \>et child of an TbeddUofan 

hondred year: ssel by acorsed. j>et is to zigge. fet ])e shaubeaocaned. 

ilke pet hep nolle elde / and lenep ase a child : ssel by Sd yetitch^du 

acorsed of god. panne zaynte paul zayde of hiw-zelue. 

' J)o ich wes child : ich dede ase a child, ich f o^te ase 

a child, ac zeppe ich com to elde of uol man r ich 

uofrletl alle mine childhedes.' Vor huo bet halt aid Hewhohoideth 

I- -> ' an old nuu a 

man uor child : he hine halt uor foL And beniore cwid hoideth him 

afooL 

zayf zaynte pauL • Ne by na^t child of wytte. ac ine 
queadnesse by lite.' Nou is hit fawne guod ping and 
oneste. profitable / and wor])8sipuol to man an to wyf- ^^•^ "^^um 
man / and nameliche to grat uolk. bet hi loki sceluoUe ^^^^ ^«*' ^^^' 

' ^ '^ duct that it be 

mesure / ine berynge / ine contenonce / and fet hi by deoorou*, profit- 

able, and honour* 

wel ordyne oueraL and be-uore god / and be-uore ^e able before God 
uolke. And ])is is pe zixte stape of ])ise trawe. 

17 ♦ 
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obMnremodar- J)e zeuend stape is / to loki mesure ine mete and 

ation in meat #n4 

drink. ine drinke. Vor ouerdede of mete and of drinke : dej) 

moche hann ine bodie and ine zaule. ase ich habbe be- 

[PoLSLb.] ^^^ yzed. Jjeruore zayj) oure Ihord ine his spelle 

Load not th« * Nimej) ye bede / pet youre berten / ne by ygreued / 

■ins ofgiuttony ^® y-cbaiged of glotounie / ne of dronkehede.' pet is to 

Md drunken- ngge / J)et f ou ne do ouerdoinge of mete and of drinke. 

Sobret^ loke)> mesure ine mete and ine drinke. pet me 

ofexoeMinmeau HO maki ouerdoinge. Of ^e ouerdoingos pet me wes y- 

the chapter woned to do ine drinke and ine mete / ich habbe yno3 

giuttoiJXteii^ yspeke ine pe dm^pe of vices huanne ])et ich spek of pe 

^ zenne of glotunie / to huam pia utrtue huerof ich habbe 

yspeke / zuo is contrarie specialliche. and ]>eruore ich 

nelle nanmore hyer speke. 

Nou best f ou y-herd pe stapes huerbi f is traw wext 

Moderation la to and notef . and yef ]k)u wylt ywyte pe bo3es of pise 

TirtueT* ^ trawe : yzi j alle pe ojjre mrtues / J)et bye^ y-contynent 

ine J)is boc. and fou sselt jruinde oueral piae mrtu. 

Vor ase ich habbe yzed aboue / and y-ssewed. Jjis 

uirtue zet mesure in alle pe uirtues. hueraore ich 

ligge / J)et alle pe oJ)re utrtues byef bo^es of piae, nor 

itisaikirtre^ hy byre ssewej) ine alle pe ofre bo^es. J)et traw berj> 

pMoe of heart. "^^^ ^^J^ ^^ut. and wel smakinde. ])et is pais of herte. 

He who hath thia ase ich habbe aboue yzed. Vor huo J)et he]) ))ise 

God by charity, u/rtue : he he^ ^e herte zuo to-deld uram pe loue of pe 

ft^**th«ID^a wordle / and zuo y-yoyned to god be charite. J)et is 

^^^ charite : loue of god. Vor hi zet alle of re ))inges ine 

andaobereateth uoryetiuge ))et ne byej) n£^t ydy3t to god. And ine 

eomfortandbiisa. zuyche manyre pe herte him restef ine god. huer hi 

he]) al hire confort hire blisse / and hire lost f et 

sachbiiaaaetteth p&^]' ^Uo opTe lostes. Zuych comfort / zuych lost / set 

SiS^^hiSTia*" >® ^% g<^* i^® ^®rte ))et is uohnad ine J>e uirtue of 

vLrSf^f *Xri tr ®^^^^^ / J®^ comj) of pe jeipe of wysdome / ase ich 

habbe aboue yzed. Vorzojie he ))et zuich pays of herte 

mijte habbe / and yuele : he ssolde him resti ine god / 

f ct is pe ende / and pe uoluellinge / and pe soT^tme of 
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his wylninges. he ssolde bi y-blissed ine f ise wordle / 

and ine pe of re, uor lie ssolde habbe y-wonne ))e ilke 55LS^?ie*" 

blissinge pet god behat ine bis spelle to bam J)et fise c»u«iGod'«ioiu. 

ilke pais lokede wy]H)ute brekinge. uor be zayj pet hi 

hjep yblissed pe paysible. uor hi ssolle by y-cleped 

godes zones. J)o hjep payzible / J)et zayf zaint austin / xhoee »re pe»c©.j 

J,et alle pe steriinges of pe herte ordayne> / and zette)) J^'^^J^^^^^^f 

onder be Ihordssipe of ri^te scele and of be goste. J)os the heart by the 

lotdihip ofrrasoiu 

byef arijt y-cleped children / uor hi beref pe anlik- 
nesse of hire uader / ))et is pe god of loue and of pais. 
aze zayb zainte paul. and pSLnne pays and loue of god / Peace and the lore 

- ofOodmakemaa 

IS ))et pmg ])et mest make]) man anlikni to god. and pe uke Ood. 
con[t]rarie to pe dyeule ^t is godes uo. Efterward / 
hi hjep y-cleped godes zones, uor hi uol^ejj al hare 
uader wel nier p&nne eni ojjer. uor pays / and loue / him 

, ,,__,__. The peaceable 

VLOi^ep more nyer : pSLnne em ojjer uirtue. Efterward / are called ood'a 

hi dof pe workes of hire uader. uor god ne com in-to Jbood't Jrorki.*^ 

piae wordle / bote to maki pays be-tuene god and man. Seworidto^*** 

be-tuene man and angle. be-tue[ne] man and himzelue. J^*,^^^^*^ 

))anne fo he wes ybore / ^e angles zonge uor f et pays [Fol si a.] 

J>et god hedde y-br03t in-to erjje. and Jjeruore J)et pe 

uolk ne ssolde zeche bote pays. Jjeruore p&nne fet hi 

byej) godes zones / hi byef yblissed ine pise wordle Cod'eeonaare 

be special grace. Ac pe ilke blissinge ssel by uolmad world by apedai 

huanne hi ssolle by ine payzible possession of pe S^J*iJeir wim i* 

eritage of hire uader / ))et is of J>e riche of heuene huer ^^^ ^ 

hi ssolle by ine zikere pays, ine pese uoldo / huer alle 

lostes ssolle by uolueld. huer ne may by no kuead / 

ne zor^e / ne aduerset^ / ne defaute. ac abundance / ^i»«« ^ no '^n. 

•orrow, or adver- 

and plente of alle guode. blisse and ioye wy]H)ute aity, 

ende. pet ssel by pais wor])ssipuol / lostuol / and everlasting peace. 

eurelestinde. Pais )>et pasej) / and ouergej wyt ase 

zay^ zaynte pauL And zeppe ))et hi pase]) alle wyttes : 

hi pasej) alle wordes. Vor herte non ne may Jjenche / ^^"^"ufthf" 

ne mannes tonge telle : huet J)ing is J)et pais ))et god Kreatneseofthie 

he)) behote his urendes. And ))eruore ich ne ssolde by 
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Wherefore I were bote a wkflTere ne zigge f ing to f e uolle. And feraore 
•tterapuo de- " ich nelle non more zigge. ac hier ich wille endi mine 
jcribeutothe jj^atire. To J)e blisse of oure Ihorde / to huam by alle 

worfssipe. ])et ous lete wonie ine bis uelajrede / buer 

is lif eurelestinde. 

t^M^ **~°*' Jjis boc is ycome to Je ende : 

May God bu biiM Heuene blisse god ous zende. Amen. 

Thu book to Xou icb wille bet ye ywyte bou bit is y-went : 

written in the 

Engiiah of Kent f et f is boc is y-wiite mid engUss of kent. 

Ibr lewd men, for t^- i • j i j / 

ikthen and Pis DOC IS y-mad uor lewede men / 

to^ke^htm from ^^r uader / and uor moder / and uor oJ)er ken / 

J^e^'X'b* ^^"^ ^^^ ^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^® manyere zen / 

Th^th'or'g ^^^ ^® ^^ inwyttte ne bleue no uoul wen. 

name iigniflM * Huo ase ffod * is bis name vzed / 

•Who as God,' ^ "^ J I 

and may ood J>et f 18 boc made god bim yeue J)et bread / 

bread of angels of angles of beuene and f erto bis red / 

•oni when dead. *^^ onderuonge bis zaule buanne f et be is dyiUi. 
^"^ Amen. 

N.B. This book 

waaflnishedin Ymcude. bet bis boc is uolueld ine be eue of be 

the Eve of the ^ '^ ' ' 

Holy Apoetiea boly apostlcs Symou an ludas / of ane brojier of fe 
by a briber of cloystre of sauynt austin of Canterberi / Ine j?e yearo 
ilLSn"*^^: ofourelbordesberinge. 1340. 

bury. In the year 
ofoarLordlSM. 

[patrrnortCT.i Vader ouTO fet art ine beuenes / y:baljed by fi 

^r father that namc. cominde J)i ricbe. y-worJ)e Jji wil / ase ine 

beuene : and ine erfe. bread oure ecbedayes : yef ous 

to day. and uorlet ous oure yeldinges : ase and we uor- 

letef oure yelderes. and ne ous led najt : in-to uond- 

inge. ac vri ous uram queade. zuo by bit. 

r«ne MaHa ] Hayl Marie / of fonke uoL Ibord by mid ])e. y- 

HaUMaryi blisscd J)ou iuc wymmeu. and y-bUssed j>et ouet of 

fine wombe. zuo by bit 

[credaj Icb leue ine god / uader alniijti. makere of beuene / 
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and of erbe. And ine iesn cnst / his zone on-lepi / i bdieve in Ood 

,, , ,,.//. ,1 X n n the Father Al- 

oure Ihord. J)et y-kend is / of \>q holy gost. y-bore of mighty, Maker of 

IMarie Mayde. y-pyned onder pouns pilate. y-nayled a a^7n"jMM ** 

rode. dyad, and be-bered. yede doun to helle. fane ^^*^™^*<^ 

(>ridde day a-ros urara J)e dyade. Stea^ to heuenes. 

zit aj)e ri3t half of god fe uader al-mi^ti. f annes to 

comene he is / to deme be qnike / and be dyade. Ich i beHeve in the 

' r ^ / r J Holy Ghoit, 4c. 

y-leue ine fe holy gost. holy cherche generalliche. 
Mewnesse of haljen. Lcsnesse of zonnes. of ulesse 
arizi nge. and lyf eurelestinde. zuo by hyt. j^^i. 82. b.] 

Uor to sseawy J)e lokynge of man wyjhinne. Jjellyche i^^y heu*in!lL / 
ane uorbysne / oure Ihord ihesvL crist zay b. * bis uorzobe ^^ ^^^^ '■ *n^ 

jt^ J/ Jr r^ '^hys wende / into 

v'tr VI ywytej). J)et yef fe uader of fe house wysto huyche loueofgod] 

lll*L ^^^^ f^ Py^^ ^®^ comynde : uor-zofe he wolde waky / the houM*km5w a 

^ ^ and nolde najt folye J)et me dolue his hous.' Be J)ise he'lTwT^^ 

^ uader of house me may onderstonde / fe wyl of skele. *"^ *^^**^ ^^ 

4^ to huam be-longeb moche mayne. boites. and his The Father of the 

'^ '^ J i ^ house U the will 

besteriinge. wyt. and dedes / ase wel wyf-oute: ase of Reason, that 

hath many at- 

wyf -inne. J>et is to zigge / huych mayne / to moche tendanta, aa 
slac / and wylles uol ssel by : bote yef f e ilke uaderes em^ons, sense, 
stefhede hise strayny / and ordajTiy. Vor zofe yef he ^^J^r^-^nts wiu 
hym a lyte of his bysyhede wy]>-dra3f : huo may zigge / ^ «iothft»^ ™i<»» 
hou ])03te3. 03en. earen. tonge. and alle of re wyttes : »c«^«' 
becomef wj'ldo. Hous. is in wyt / in huychen pe idle, the thoughta, 
uader of house wonef . f e hord of uirtues gaderef. Vor become wild, 
huych hord : fet ilke zelue hous ne by y-dolue / ?;?*,"r^p\rit';' 
he3lyche he wakejj. ))er ne is na3t on fyef : ac uele. ac a^i'rahJ^^not 
to eche mrtue : ech vice waytej). J)a3les he3lyche by ^^ *^"® ^^^^^ ^"* 
be byeue : is onderstonde be dyeuel. a-ye huam and his The chief thief ia 

f^ '^'^ r J J the Devil, the rest 

kachereles / J?e ilke zelue uader / J)a3les yef ho ne were are hia catchpoiee. 
na;t onlosti : his hous mid greate strengfe wolde loky. 
J)e uader of J)e house / ate uerste guoinge in: he zette The Father of the 
8le3j)e / to by doreward. f et y-knauf huet is to uorlgte : sw^rjSradenco) 
and huet ys to wylny. huet uor to bessette out of fe ^ep«-. ^^ 
house, huet uor to onderuonge into J)e house. Nixt 8tren^*to^*p^ 
fan : ha zette strengf e. J)ct fe vyendes / f et sle3f e zent ^^^ ***rt Pradence. 



iv- 
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to zygge / to keste out: strengfe wyjxiroje. fet his 
m?ddJoMdSv«»* ^^^^ lostes wyj)-<iro3e: and wyj)-zede. Rijtnesse 
toeachiuown uoizojje sscl zitte amydde / pet echen his ojen yefp. 
At what time the Hueraore : huyche time be byef is comynde / me not. 

thief wUl come "^ r rJ J I 

one knoweth not. EC eche tyme me ssel drede. J)ise zuo y-di^t : m^t longe 

to ^e wakynde f e slep of zenne benymj). Vor al ])et 

sieiifht lets some lyf is to waky. Zome messafinrers sleabe ssel lete in. 

messengers in to '' "^ ^"^ ^'^ 

give warning. . J)et zome J)inge8 mo^e telle / ])et me may a-waki myde. 
The messenger of bus be messagyer of dyabe acseb inguoynge : he is on- 

Death demands ' xo./o 

an entrance, deruonge. Me \L\in acsej) * huo he ya huannes he com]). 

and claims a . , i tt 

dead silence, and huet he he J) yso^e. He ansuerej). he ne may najt 
"i*amDrei^and ^gg^ • ^^e yef J)er by he3liche clom. Huych y- 
Death, who u gTaunted : J)us he begynj). * Ich am drede / and be- 
coming upon J)enchinge of dyaj)e. and dyaj) comyde : * ich do you to 
I'oomvnder} wytene.' Sle^Jje spec]) uor alle. and acseJ). * And huer 
••Where" nUthP ^ ^^^ f® ^® dyaJ). and huanne ssel he come?' Drede 
wten shall he ^ayj). * Ich wot wel pet he ne abyt na3t to comene / and 
"sT^d*^''"** nyej he is. ac fane day / oper fane tyme of his 
but is nigh at comyugo : ich not.* Sle3])e zayj). * And huo ssel come 
and a thousand myd hyre 1 ' Drede za.jp. * A fouzend dyeiden ssolle 
with her, come mid hire, and bronge mid ham / greate bokes / 

MdWng great ^j^^ bemyndc hokcs / and chaynen auere.' Sle3j)e zayJ). 
S^ *1^5s. * ^^^ ^"®* wyllej) hy do mid alle fan 1 ' Drede zayf . 
In the books are * Ine f e bokes byef y-write alle f e zennen of men. and 

written men's ,., .*..>ii i. a 

gins. hise brengef / f et be ham hi mo3e ouercome men. of 

huychen fe zewnes f erinne byef ywryte. f et byef to 

The hooks draw hare rijte. Hokes hi brencreb / bet bo bet byeb to hare 

thesoulsoutof . ^ ,. , , , ^ , , 

the bodies, n3te oucrcomcf : hire zaulen be strengf e : of f e bodye 

chaiM are they dra3ef out. and hise byi^ef mid f e chaines / and in 
^^Lt" ^"''^ to helle hise di^ef .» Sle3f e zayf. * Huannes comste ? ^ 

[Foi. 83. a.] Drede zayf. * Vram helle. Sle3fe zayf. * And huet is 
comes fh)m hell, helle. and huet yse3ef e ine helle ? * Drede zayf. * Helle 
TrlwyVidrrd is wyd /^ wyf -oute metinge. dyep / wyf-oute botme. 
^iiTiS'intoier. ^^^ ^^ ^^°« ou-f olyiude. Vol of stenche / wy-oute 
nlw'snddaxk**^^ cwTiparisoun. ]?er is zor3e. f er is fyesternesse. for ne is 
non ordro. fer is groniynge wyf-oute ende. fer ne is 
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non hope of guode. non wantrokiynge of kueade. Ech tJ*®" t*"© hope 

pet pennne is: hatep him zelue: and alle ofren. pei abandanceofuit. 

ich yzej alle manyere tormens. pe leste of alle / is more 

panne alle pe pynen ])et moje by y-do ine J)ise wordle. 

per is wop. and grindinge of tef. per me gep uram There !• weeping 

chele in to greate hete of uere. and buoJ>e onjjolyinde. teeth. 

bere alle be uere / ssolle by uorbemd. and myd The boui ihau be 

/ , n . *onnented hy the 

wermes ssolle by y-wasted / and ni^t ne ssolle wasti. wormofCon- 
Hire wermes / ne ssolle najt sterue. and hare ver ne 
ssel neure by ykuenct. No rearde ne ssel ^r by y- 
hyerd / bote, wo : wo. wo hy habbej) : and wo hy 
gredej). j)e dyeules tormentors pyne^. and to-gydere 
hy bye J) y-pyned. ne neure ne ssel by ende of pyne : 
ojier reste. ]^llich is helle / an a })ousend zype worse. 'Heiiiaevenwone 
And pia ich yze3 ine helle / and a fousendzijie more a thooBand'tiiee. 
worse. piB ich com uor to zygge you.' Sle3fe zayji. * God Prndenoe wyB, 
wet ssolle we do. Nou brojjren and zostren y-hyref ehaUwedo?" 
my red. and jaep youre. Bye J) sle^e. an wakej> ine Be watchftii 
youre bedes / porueynde guodes. najt onlyche beuore ^^ P»yerft»i. 
gode : ac be-uore alle men.* Jjolemodness z&jp, * Do J^J^?/!^^ 
we to worke codes nebssefb / ine ssrifte / and ine likenewinihrift 

^ I I andinpsalmt.*' 

zalmes: glede we hyuL hjep sobre / and wakye]) / 

uor youre uo pe dyuel / ase pe lyoun brayinde gej) 

aboute fan: fet he wyle uor-zuel^e.' Strengjje zayf. strength sayi. 

* WyJ)8tonde]) hym: stronge ine byleaue. ByeJ) glede derUbybeiiet 

ine god. ClofeJ) you mid godes armes. pe hauberk of aoUie you with 

ryjt. J)ane sseld of beleaue. nymej) J^ane helm of hel))e. 

and fe holy go8teszuord:]jet is godes word.* Ey3[t]ne8se Equity sayi, 

zayf. * Lybbe we sobrehche. ryuollyche an bonayrelyche. 

Sobrelyche : ine ous zelue. ry^tuollyche : to oure 

emcristen. bonajTelyche : to god. J>et we noUeJj ))et me 

do to ous zelue : ne do we hyt na^t to ofren. and pet 

we wyllef fet me do to one zellue: do we hit to oJ)re prudence tayB. 

men. and uor zofe J)et is rijt.* Sle^Jje i&yp, * J)er is ^.^u™^" 

anofer wyJ)-oute pe gates uayr. and gled. hit J>ing)j pe he J^^^^^L*^^" 

bre[n]gj)gledne88e.* Ry3[t]ne88ezayJ>. *onderuongeJ)hynL '•c^^wi. 
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THE SOUL 8 ME8SENQER8. 



The messenger 
enters and says 
that he is * Love 
of everlasting life.' 



He asks for silence 
and 



Eqnity says that 
his demand is 
just. 



The messenger 
says that he 
comes fh>m 
heaven. 



and that he has 
seen God as in a 
mirror. 

[FoL 8S. b.] 
**l8awtheinel&ble 
and indivisible 
m^esty of the 
Holy Trinity : 

thellght therefrom 
daisies the eyes, 
and surpasseth all 



I saw Christ on 
God's right hand. 



and He bean the 
wounds and 
tokens of his 
passion in his 
body. 

Next to Christ 
I saw the Virgin 
Mary, 

[lgodea?or 
I?] 



be cas he ens ssel gledye. uor f es ilke uerste : grat- 
lyche he ous hep y-mad of-dret.' Slejjje zay]) to pe messa- 
gere. *Guo in. and huo pou art. and huannes Jk)U 
comst. and huet J)ou hest yzo3e : zay ous.' J)e mes- 
sagyr zay J). *Ich am loue of lyue eurelestynde. an 
wylnynge of J>o contraye of heuene. Yef ye me wyllej) 
y-here : habbej) amang you. clom / and reste. J^tL^t 
uor zoJk) amang gredynges and noyses : ych ne may by 
yherd.* Ri5[t]uolnesse zayj). * Yefwelongegodesdrede/ 
and be-]jenchiuge of dyajje were stille : ry^t hit is / pet 
pe spekinde / wel more we by stille.' Wylningge of pe 
lyue wyf -oute ende / zay J). * J)eruore bye J) stille / and 
yheref myd wylle. Ich come uram heuene. and 
])elliche J)inges ich y-zej per, fet no man ne may 
dyngneliche zigge. Jja3les zomf yng ich wylle zigge : 
ase ich may. Ich yzej god. ac be ane sseawere ine 



who was inter> 
ceding 'or as. 



* Ich yzej pe ilke onspekynde / an on-todelinde 
mageste of pe holy trinyt^. be-gynnynge / ne ende ne 
hep, Ac and ly^t J)er-inne wone]) / J)et me ne may na^t 
come to. Vra77i fo lyjte byef y-poTsse mine ejen / and 
pe zy^pe fyester. Hyt ouei^e]) uorzo])e alle wyttes / 
and alle zy^pes, pe ilke bry3[t]nesse. and pe like uolnesse. 
Jja^les a lytel ich yze^ oure Ihord iesu crist / ine ri3t 
half zittinde. ))et is to zygge : ine pe lyue wy]H)ute ende 
regnynde. Jjaj he ouer alle ssepj)es by zuo uayr : fet 
ine him wylne^ pe angles to zyenne. Yet nou pe 
wounden and pe toknen of pe passion he hef ine his 
bodye. huermyde he ous bo3te. be-uore J>e uader uor ous 
stant uor to bydde. Ich y-zej nyxt iesu crist J>e ilke 
blisfoUe mayde / and moder pe ilke zodes* / and oure 
Ihordes iesu cristes / myd alle worjjssipe and reuercnce / 
y-nemned marie / ine pe wonderaolle trone zittynde / 
aboue alle pe holy ordres of angles / and of men : an- 
hejed. hire zone iesus uor ous byddinde. and to huam 
hi is uol of merci. Ac J>e ilke wonderuolle mageste / 
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and fe brijtnesse of f e moder / and of \>e zone : ich ne 

my^te na^t longe ))olye / ich wente myne zi^pe uor to fi^f^J^Telt^fr 

yzi / J)e ilke holy ordres of J)e gostes : J)et stondej) be- of bii«sfui spirits. 

uore god. of huichen fe eurelestinde holynesse of J)e 

zi^fe of god / an of fe lone, no hit ne ssel lessi : ne hit 

ne ssel endi / ac eure wexe and blef)). Ac na3t f e ilke 

degrez / and dingnetes / heryinges alsuo / huyche hyre 

makyere hy berej) no man uoUyche ^enche / ne na^t ne 

may by yno3 to telle. ))erefter fe profetes ich y-zej. Thereafter i»rw 

and fe patriarkes wonderlyche glediynde ine blisse. uor patriarch* 

f et hy yze^en ine goste : uolueld hy yzef . pet ine longe 

anoy onderuynge / fet ouet of blysse wy]H)ute ende 

chongeden. Ich y-ze3 pe apostles ine tronen zittynde. andtheapoatiea 

pe tribj / and pe tongen / alle preste. and of poure / '^"^^ <*»**»">"•■• 

and of zyke : zuo blisuolle and holy / of oure Ihord iesu 

crist / and zuo heje / yno^ alneway ich am wondrinde. 

Ich y-ze3 / ac uollyche ich ne myjjjte al yzy / \>q innumer- i w the innu- 

able uelairede of be holy martires / mid blisse and •wpofthehoiy 

. f y I martyrs. 

worfssipe / y-corouned. J>et be f e pinen of J)ise time / 
huyche hi beren to j>o blisse / pet wes ysseawed ine 
ham : hy come J)erto. Hyre holynesse / and hyre ^ 
blysse: long time ich me lykede. Ich yzea to be i saw the Messed 

' heap of confessors 

blyssede heape of cawfessours. amang huam / men and teachers of . 

apostles / and techeres / f et holy cherche mid hare 

techinge wereden. and alsuo uram alle heresye / wy [fj-oute 

wem habbej) yclenzed : sseawej). and hy uele habbej) 

y-ta3t. ssyne]) ase sterren / ine eurelestynde wy[J)]-oute 

ende. J)er bye^ Monekes fet uor claustres / and uor Therewere monks 

strayte cellen. wel moche / an clyerer fanne pe zonne : than the sun. 

habbef wonyinges. Vor blake and uor harde kertles / 

huyter ])ane pe snaw. and of alle zofthede / and 

nesshede / clof inge habbej) an. Vram hare e3en / god 

wypef alle tyeres. and fane kyng hy ssolle jrsy ine hys 

uayrhede. Alast / to fe uela3rede of may dynes ich i ^ th 

lokede. of huychen / blysse / ssepjje / agrayj)inge / and fellowship of 

melotiya. huycho none mannes speche : dingnelyche 
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»nd heard their may telle. And hy zonge fane zang : pet non of er ne 

r song. ^^y zynge. Ac and J)e zuete smel ine hare regyon / 

zuo zuete ys : fet alle manyre zuete smelles ouercomf. 

[Foi. 84. a.] And to hare benes : oure Ihord arist. to alle ofren : 

Sleight inquires zittinde he Ihest' Sle^Jje zayj). * Hyt lykef fet f ou 

concerSSgtibT' zayst. Ac uor of echen of f e holy ordres / wondres 

life of the blessed, j^^^ j^^g^. j^^/ed : we byddej) fet Jjou zigge ous / huet is 

hare dede in mennesse / and huet is pe «>wuer8[ac]ion of 

uela3rede : zay ous.' J)e wylny[njgge of f e lyue wyjH)ute 

He is told that ende zayf. * Vor zoJ>e ich wylle zygge. J)e dede of alle 

loYB, r^oi«; ^' ^® mennesse / ys zeueuald. Hy lybbejj. hy smackej). 

'^'^'y* byej) zikere.* Slejfe zayf. * \)sl^ ich zomdel \>is onder- 

stonde : uor ham f et Ihestef / of echen zay.' Wylnynge 

The liye an ever- ^^ ^ ^^® wy-oute ende zayj>. *Zuo by hyt. Hy lybbef 

losung ufe free be lyuc wyjM)ute ende. wyf-oute enye tyene. wy-outo 

Their ufc is the ®°^® lessinge. wyJ)-oute enye wyfstondynge. Hyre lyf 

si«ht of the is J)e zy3f e and pe knaulechynge of pe holy trinyte. ase 

zay]) oure Ihord iesus. f is is f et lyf wyjH)ute ende / fet 

hy knawe J)e zofe god / and huam pe zentost iesu crist. 

and feruore ylyche hy bye}) / uor hy y-zyej) : ase he is. 

Tiiey taste of Hy smackc]) pe redes and pe domes of god. Hy 

dDormTwid'il^* smackej) pe kendes/and pe causes/and pe begynny[n]ges 

^^^^^^^ of alle fynges. Hy loujep god wyJ)-oute enye com- 

^h^ ^**ta^ parisoun. uor fot by wytep huerto god his he]) y-bro3t 

love. uorb. hy louyeb ech obren : ase ham zelue. Hy byeb 

Theyrtjjoicein ,;; , ./,, ,, ^ i^. 

God and of their glede of god ouzygindo. hy byef glede of zuo moche of 
hare ojene holynesse : and uor Jjet ech louej) ojjren ase 

They have as ^^ zelue. ase moche blisse hef ech of ojjres guode : ase 

©omiS*"*"*'** of his 03ene. Jjeruore by ziker / uor euiych hef aseuele 
blyssen : ase he hef ueh^es. and aseuele blissen to 

and their Joy Is echcn : ase his 03ene of alle. and beruore eureich more 

Incomparably . i i >• , 

great. louef wyf oute compansoun god : fet hym and opre 

made / fanne him zelue / and alle ofre. More hy byef 
glede wyJ)-oute gessynge of godes holynesse : fanne of 
his 03ene / and of alle of re myd hym. Yef fanne on 
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onnea])e nym^ al his blisse. hou ssel he nyme zuo uele 

and zuo manye blyssen ? And beniore hit is yzed. guo T?*."'"*^"^?^ 

into J>e' blysse of f yne Ihorde. najt J>e blisse of fine of thy Lord.* 

Ihorde / guo in to f e. uor hy ne may. J)erefter / hy 

herief god wy]H)ute ende / wy}H)ute werynesse. ase hyt 

is y-wryte. Lhord / y-blyssed by f o f et wonyef ine 

f yne house / in wordles of wordles : ssolle herye ))e. 

Zuyfte hy byej). uor huer fet J)e gost wyle by : uorzoJ)e They troiwifi, 

J>er is J>et body. Alle hy bye> my[3]tuolle. Zykere hy where the spiriT 

byeJ) of zuyche lyue. of zuo moche wysdome. of zuo xhl^ ire eecare 

moche loue. of zuo moche blysse. of zuyche heryinge. of l^nJJJV*^**^^ 

zuyche holynesse. J>et non ende. non lessynge. non 

nallynge doun ssolle habbe. Lo alyte ich. habbe yzed 

to you. of fan fet ich yzej ine heuene. Na3t uor zofe 

ne may zigge / ase ich yzej / ne na3t ase hy byejj : ne 

my3te ysy.' Slejjje zayf. 'Vorzofe ine heuene we onder- strength mIm, 

stondej) f et fou were, and zof f ing f er f ou yse3e. and separate as from 

EoJ) f ou best y-zed.' Strengf e zayf. * Huo ssel ous to- 

dele uram cristes loue ? tribulacion. of er zorje. and of re. 

zykere byeb. uor nober dyaf / ne lyf. and obre.' Ryjt »*«»»* "J^ t«™ 

' j^^xi^ I o? out the meewngOT 

zayf . * Dof out fane uerste messagyer. hyt ne is n^t Dread, 
ri3t f et he bleue ine f e house / myd f e ry3tuolle. Vor CFoL 84. b.] 
ry^ftluolle loue : deb out drede.' Strengbe zayb. * guo out for loveofood 

a\ u U . 1. • ^^^^ ^ ^ puttethoatlfear. 

drede. fou ne sselt najt by me oure stedes. Drede 
zayf. * Huet habbe ich mis-do. do. do. ich uor guode 
zede.* Temperancia zayb. * Broben and zostren / ich Temperance com- 

^ / mands Dread to 

zigge to you. nanmore smacky / f anne be-houef . ac go out wiuingiy. 

smacke to sobret^. \)ovl drede / guo out myd guode wylle. 

f ole fane dom / f et rijt hef y-demd. be auenture f e 

my3t eft by onderuonge. yef wylnynge of lyf wyf-oute 

ende / oferhuyl let of.' J)e makyere zayf. J)us / f us / Thus let ub ca«t 

, . , , - , , . offfearand receive 

nou ssel euncn hys neuynesse / ssake a-way / uram theioveofthe 
drede / to f e loue of f e heuenelyche contraye him-zelue S^*"^^ ^^' 
wcnde. Zuo by hit. / ' '^ 



y' 
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UndOTrtMiding Naminore ne is be-tuene ane manne / and ane beste : 

dUtingoiahet 

between a nun bote ine onder8tond3mge. Najt of oJ)re )>inge ne 

Gioriiy thee not glorefye pe. Of ui rtues pe prest pe / oi bestes pou sselt 

nJ^ISr^llSttiee ^7 ouercome. Of zuyfthede pe prest >e / of ue^n fe 

In iwiftneei. woFst ouercome. Of nayrhede pe prest pe : hou moche 

The peacock is uavT is ine be ueberen of be pokoce / huerof art bou 

fairer than thou. ^ r r Y IT I T 

God'i Image con- more woij) 1 of godes ssepjje. Huer is godes S8ep)>e % 

siiiu in thought -WT f 

and ondentand- Ine J>encninge / and me onderstondinge. Yef pou 

Janne J)eruore art betere fa/me a best / uor fet ))0U best 

J)enchinge / huerby fou onderstans[t]. f et a best ne may 

onderstonde. J)er-uore uorzojje : man is more betere / 

Man's light con- ))anne a best. Li3t of man is ly^t of J^ojtes. Li;t of 

toS^hu"^^^**' Jojtes aboue fojtes is. and oueigef aUe fortes. Yet 

The untrue, the eft .0. men/ ne byej) najt byestre. ne bye)) na3t 

evil, thieree, &C., 

are dark. ontrewe. onrijtuole. queade. robberes. wrecben. louieres 

Light exuta, but of pQ wordle. Jjiso uor zojje bye)) fyestemesse. Lyjt 

we go away flrom . , -i . / i x t^ 

It. ne IS na3t awaye : ac ye byeJ awaye / nram ly^te. j^ 

wi^^**** blynde ine fe zonne : he J) fe zonne present, ac he is 

nram J)e zonne. Jjeraore ne byef najt ])yestre. Yet 

The world ia cft. J)e wordle fyestre. uor Je louyeres of j)e wordle. 

byeJ) fyestre. and fe wordle is quead. uor ])0 ))et wonye]) 

ine wordle bye^ queade. ase a quead hous. najt fe 

chrijt died for ua» wallcs : ac J)0 J)et wouyej) ])erinne. Yet eft. crist ne 

out in. '^^ ^ ^ hedde no fyng hueruore he ssolde sterue : and dyad 

he is. ])ou best hueruore : and to sterue ^ou best 

onworj) % wylne myd guod wylle to folye : be fyne of- 

and witii a good seruynge / fet he folede myd guode wylle, ))et he 

God made angeie wolde dclyuTy / UHim ])e dyaj)e eurelestinde. Yet efL 

at weu as imau ^ huam ))et angel is ymad : be him is ymad Jje smale 



TheoneUworUij werm. Ac ))e angel is worfy to ))e heuene : ))e werm 

t^T^ *^ >® ®rf®- ^ i^^® >®^ °^® = ^® ^n^' Yef he dede 
fane smale werm in-to heuene : )>e woldest hym wy^ 
nyme. Yef he wolde maki angles of uoule stynkynde 



Tet wonldst thou 



reprove God If he ulesse : fou woldest h3rm wyjjnyme. And na3t uor])an : 



place the worm in 



heaven? nyxt bau del) god. and babies he nc is na^t to wyb- 

But God is not to '^ J ^ ^ ^ ^ ^'^ 

be reproved. nymeuo. Vor alle men of ulesse ymad : huet bye]) by 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



RAISE THY HEART TO GOD. 271 

bote wennes ? and of wermes / lie makeb angles. Yet Men are wormt, 

' ' and of worms 

eft. huych herte me arerej) : ech may y-zy. pet nsi^i fe ood nuke* 

lieuynesse of ulesses wylle beuore ygreued / auore ualj) / 

ere hit by arered. Ac ech biin zelue y-zybere/))e The heart most 

beuynesse of bis uleese : yue wyl be wyf dra3ynge pet ^ nOsiJu) God. 

be clensy : fet he arere to god. zuo by hit. Hayl godes 

moder Marie / Mayde uol of fonke / god by myd fe / 

y-blyssed by J)ou / ouer alle wyfmen. And y-blyssed 

by oure Lhord iesus / pet zuete ouet / of Jjyne wombe 

yblessed. zuo by hit. Mayde / and moder mylde. uor Maid and Mother 

loue of fine childe : J)et is god an man : Me fet am zuo .©wUd from sin 

wylde / uram zenne Jjou me ssylde : ase ich Jje bydde ™* *^^^^^ ^^*^^' 

can. &men. 
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NOTES. 

Page 1, L 3, wycked. The definite form wyck^de is required 
after the definite article. 

Page 1, 1. 15, dra^e. The prefixed y is omitted on account of 
the preceding by. 

Page 6, L 2, hutch , . , by, whatsoever that it may be; L 9, 
toppe = above. This preposition 18 frequently used by Shoreham, and 
seems peculiar to the Kentish dialect ; L 18, oA»eJ)=a«eJ)= demands, 
requires ; op of zopCy oath of truth. 

Page 8, L 6, be his wytinde :=by his willing = he being willing = 
willingly ; 1. 23, and — and, both—rand ; L 25, yhyealde = holden = 
bound. 

Page 9, L 12, arizinges is used to translate the 0. Fr. 
moeuementes ; L 17, takinges, touchings, handlings, 0. Fr. atouche- 
men). 

Page 10, L 1, 88el = owea. It has this sense occasionally in 
Chaucer ; L 15, ywyte . . . yherd, known, seen, or heard. 

Page 11, L 2, his = her. 

Page 13, L 19, al to, O. Fr. iusqua; L 20, huer . . . made 
\ziUe\, The Fr. is (m iZ se sist ; L 24, of-guo, deserved. 

Page 14, L 22, huer . . . an = Fr. ou il aura vescua ; IL 28, 30, 
sseawynge renders the Fr. revelacion, vision. 

Page 16, L 33, wyttes^wytea, fault. 

Page 17, L 24, ouerweninge, Fr. sourquidrie ; L 25, folebayrie = 
over-boldness; 1. 26, ydde blis8e = YT, veynglorie; L 32, voulhede, 
Fr. vileynye = crime, disgrace. 

Page 18, L 4, ingratitude = 0, E. unkyndenesse. 

Page 19, L 12, renay = renegate, apostate. The Midland copy 
reads * h^ may wd be cleped renegate ; ' L 2, ine lokinge, in custody ; 
1. 10 from bottom, deuines = dmiineres. 
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Page 20, L 16, pe, the reflexive pt'onoun = thou thyself. 

Page 21, L 16, opweninge = upweening ; opniininge = uptakingf 
enterprise, and hence presumption. The Fr. text has aorquidance 
(O.R mrquidrie) and presumpcion. See p. 22, 1. 2, where 
opniminge translates Fr. emprise; L 18, worthy Fr. valoir; L 19. 
may J Fr. pooir ; 1. 20, mo^^ey Fr. puet; coniiey Fr. savour; L 21, 
caw, Fr. set; mo^ey pooir; L 22, eonney Fr. savour; L 26, onlepi- 
hede = singularity, of. L ordepiy singular, L 30. It often signifies 
only, alone. 

Page 22, L 18, anworyiy Fr. despire = despise, cf. onworjnesse and 
onwoT^hede = Yt, despit; L 20, hisemerSy mockings, derisions, Fr. 
gas ; L 21, hiamere^y Fr. moke ; L 31, take = teke = may teach. 

Page 23, L 2, friinges = fTymga, Fr. fritures. Stevenson 
printed sriingesy and it is apparently so in the MS. ; L 3, ariythalf 
and alefthalf=i our modem expression right and left = on both sides ; 
L 6, folliche yene = Fr. folement doner, to give foolishly (or as 
Chaucer would say, fool-largely) ; 1. 16, fole heryinge^ foolish prais- 
ing = flattery, Fr. vaine loenge ; L 17, yhered = praised, from hery^ 
heriey to praise, line 19 ; L 24, yc?eZe5Zw»e = vain-glory. 

Page 24, L 4, aye = again = Fr. ou deverSy auorye = de par ; 
IL 7, 8, uryt wd . . . of-healde. Wit, well for to devise (discern) ; good 
memory well to retain; 1. 11, atempre8=^v, attemprey tempered, 
moderated, contented ; L 23, Iheuedi hapy Dame Fortune ; 1. 24, 
hare hue^d, her wheel ; page 25, L 34, sotil, MidL Vers. sU-^he ; 
1. 35, lundhedeSy Fr. ordures, halkeSy Fr. repogtaillca. 

Page 26, IL 18, 19, we sselt , . , by, * Thou shalt never learn 
what man is imtil he is where he desires to be ; * L 22, lety cease th ; 
L 23, papdardy Fr. papdart, flatterer, deceiver. 

Page 27, 1. 4, calouwe mottSy the bat Fr. chauue soriz ; 1. 29, 
aicar^ede = Fr. maloite, schrewd, wicked. 

Page 28, L 34, hollychey Fr. sainement = sainglement = entiere- 
ment. 

Page 29, L 30, werreres = werres = wars. 

Page 30, L 20, * efflcrward tcre^ey wre^e is an error for hate. 
The Fr. text has haine. 

Page 31, IL 4, 5, onlusthedey Fr. paresce; tyene^ Fr. anui; L 10, 

18 
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^onnliche = ihijmes8, scantiness. TheFr. text has tenuites, and the 
Midland MS. reads tendemesse, Jjonneliche should evidently be 
^enndeche or yinndeche = thin-ness, the -leche being the same ter- 
mination as in knowledge, O.E. knowleche; L 11, Uieucliche^ Fr. 
tennrement, Mid. Vers, slakly. Stevenson printed Iheneliche. Cf. 
Iheuc in L 13. 

Page 32, L 17, anssritiel, Fr. perreceus. This word does not 
occur in Bosworth's A. Sax. Diet It seems to be = unshrifdy 
Mid. Vers, recheles, negligent, careless, from A. S. serif an, to care for ; 
L 17, 8leiiUoUe = 8leup-uolley slothfxd, see sleawolle in L 13; 1. 22, 
onwoneth, Fr. desacoustume ; orirwone therefore comes from the O.K 
woncy habit, custom, wont, and signifies to cease to do what has been 
customary or habitual; L 23, Efterward . . . sleuuolliche. The 
Fr. has * Apres vient negligence, car qui bien fait delaiement nest pas 
merueil le sil le fait negliiaument.* Here we see aiterst = Fr. 
delaiement = delayingly, from A.S. fi/rst, delay, respite. 

Page 33, 1. 12, op-let = Fr. sormaine, fr. surmener, * mal mener^ 
maUraiter * (Roq.). 

Page 34, 1. 27, injnnynge holddiche, Fr. en aquestier ardaument ; 
of-healdinge dreytlichey Fr. en retenir restrcignaument ; 1. 31, 
gaudinge, Fr. usure ; L 34, kuedJiedes, Fr. maHgnites. 

Page 35, L 7, pe hejpes, Fr. les montes; cf. Tie^inge, profit, L 16 ; 
L 9, wedde-dyade = mortgage, Fr. gage mort, see dead-wed, p. 36 ; IL 
16, 17, chapfare makiinde = covenant (bargain) making ; L 24, lenep 
na^t, &c., i.e, lendeth not themsdves. 

Page 36, L 6, tlme-zettere ontrewe, Fr. has termoiors desloiaus ; 
1. 20, vendonglnge, Fr. vendenges, vendage, vending, sales. 

Page 37, L 20, semons. The Fr. serians shows that this word 
should be setnions (constables). 

Page 38, L 27, tayles, comees, Fr. tailles, coruees. The latter 
term signifies a duty on beasts and com ; L 30, of hiren = du leur --= 
of theirs. 

Page 39, L 5, ssepes, payments, wages, Fr. loier ; L 8, niminges, Fr. 
exactions ; L 11, mesteres men, officials ; L 15, ac . . . yzed, but some 
are continued (above that) in addition to that that is here related ; 
1. 17, yerne = erne = eame, run ; L 23,playnere8y Fr. playntif,&«?ec/i- 
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iTiges^ Fr. peticions ; L 25, playtereSy Fr. auocas ; L 28, yulemde = 
fugitives; L 28, wypsettingges, exceptions = Fr. harres. 

Page 40, L 7, Je-t^Zyw^re = defiling = false accusations; L 20, 
hezide-zitteresy Fr. asseseura ; IL 23, 24, y7iet = yhed = h&dy 
Fr. eu; L 33, erege8 = 'FT, hereges = heTetic8, Stevenson explains 
this wrongly as witches. 

Page 42, L 7, denyes = Fr. deenez, deaneries. 

Page 44, L 2 from bottom, romongourSy Fr. maskignons = maqui- 
nons, fraudulent dealers, from 0. Fr. ramandery baisser le prix. 

Page 45, L 9, hysians = Fr. hiziaus, heralds. Kempen = Fr. 
champions. 

Page 47, L 26, he hare tcytinde. Fr. a son escient 

Page 48, L 1, out of nyede = unnecessarily. 

Page 51, L 11, teue, Stevenson printed teney as if = tin; but 
teue = to-eue = yesterday evening, and it translates the Fr. dersoir. 

Page 52, 1. 13, huet non = al-huet nan = until noon. Fr. iusqua- 
none. Cf al-huet ni^t, p. 52, L 12. 

Page 56, L 8, ssast = ssla^d, slayest/ 1. 19, ic^ wylle a lite take 
of the zennesy Ac., I will a little touch of the sins, &c. 

Page 57, L 1, euele teUey Fr. misconter ; contacky, Fr. bareter. 

Page 63, L 10, for a-mes read a mes = Fr. mes. 

Page 66, L 19, goddingeSy Fr. maudiscons; cf godelinge, p. 65, 
= Fr. maudire ; L 28, atwyty blame, the word reprouef has been 
erased in the MS. 

Page 87, L 12, hiiet hi is y-do = until they do them ; huet =s 
al-huet = until ; is = his = them. Fr. tant soit parfais. 

Page 96, L 14, in one wytte = in one sense. 

Page 101, L 6, \ou sselt lov^y &c. =Thou owest him love, Ac. ; 
L 16, weZa^fi^ = joinest, cf v^a^e, accessory; uelayredey^, 102, com- 
panionship, fellowship. See p. 102, L 12, where W€Zo3e))=joineth. 

Page 103, L 24, hoystoyse, O.R bostmsey hoiderovsy blustering. 
This is the earliest approach to the form bosteous or hostouSy whicl; 
has given rise to boisterous. 

Page 104, 1. 16, vxrr Jer ne is no gdt. The Fr. text has, car il 
nia nul trespas sement. 

Page 106, L 29, out of smak = out of taste = disagreeable. 

18* 
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Page 108, L 10, myndep = uyndep = findeth. 
Page 111, L 32, ofhireny of herself. 

Page 1 12, 1. 15, greate, Fr. gros ; 1. 25, piecaille ne to chenaUle = 
cattle nor to dogs. The MS. reads cheuaille, which is evidently 
wrong. The translator seems to have heen unable to render these 
French terms into English. 

Page 113, L 4, ope, above. The Fr. has sor (sur). 

Page 116, 1. 21, re/ye, Fr. mo voir; Tie rocky, Fr. crouUer; move 
nor render unsteady ; rocky =» to rock, and is equivalent to the 
O.K wagge = wag. 

Pago 120, L ^\, Ac , . . zone; mm-e is wanted before }fannt, 
as the construction is. But wherefore are they called gifts of the 
Holy Ghost mxyre than gifts of the Father and of the Son ? 

Page 121, L 23, \e yefpe of drede is pe doreward to pe greate 
preste. The gift of dread (fear) is the doorkeeper to the great crowd ; 
L 23, uordep, Fr. esterpe. The Midland MS. reads * drawef up.' 

Page 123, IL 14, 15, hi ous dep beknawe and to hyknawe, she 
causes us to know and be known. Byknawe = hy yknawe = be 
known ; 1. 21, dyereaninge, precious union. Chaucer haaonedin = 
united (pret. pi.) ; 11. 31, 32, Love of hope feeleth the smell and 
seeketh. Love of Charity taketh, and seeth, and swalloweth, and 
holdeth ; L 32, zikp = zijj) = sees, zud^p = Fr. gouste, tasteth. 

Page 128, L 21, yanes, irons, fetters, from ym = iron ; L 2 from 
bottom, wnkp = vmjp = hideth. 

Page 129, L 20, ca arrieres. The Mid. MS. renders this phrase 
by to-fore ; L 34, * Man may longe, Ac. This quotation occurs in 
the Religious Poems printed by Wright in the Owl and Nightingale. 

Page 130, L 22, comardyes = cosnardies, deceits. 

Page 131, 1. 4, calketreppetiy Fr. pieges, see Glossary; L 5, 
anJiet, Fr. embrasee ; 1. 7, wy^te, uy^te = fight. 

Page 132, L 21, anone is a'none = m no. 

Page 134, L 16, houerje ia for 6or}e = save, not for bou^e^^ 
bo^e, bow, be obedient. 

Page 135, L 25, pe toyppeine thenykke = the halter (rope) roimd 
the neck. 

Page 137, L 3 from bottom, ssel ayt,'OvrQa aught (anything). 
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Page 139, L U, ze^f = zeA-f, seeketh ; cf. wecj> (1. 2, p. 140) for 
wejf => weigheth. 

Page 140, L 25, hassasis. Thus the word stands in the Fr. and 
Eng. text. It is our modern word assassin. 

Page 141, L 6, ingnely 0. Fr. ignaus, O.E. delyuere, active. 

Page 143, L 11, y-zw;]) = y-zijj) = seeth ; L 24, at lokes =:^ oi 
Whitsuntide (Pentecost), seep. 163, 1. 3 from bottom. LoA:-Sunday 
= Whitsunday, occurs in Shoreham*s poems. 

Page 147, L 2, angricey Fr. angoisse; L 3, aw[r\ec^^ =^ atcrekf =^ 
wreaketh, ayengeth. 

Page 150, L 4 from bottom, &owne = rule, line. This is the 
word in the Fr. text. D. Michel was evidently unable to 
translate it. The Midland MS. for pricke an boune reads merk and 
lyne. 

Page 154, L 1 from bottom, \ey8e\. The Fr. text has eas. 

Page 155, L 3, zene^^f is here plural, and should be written 
zenejep ; L 3, foruions is the 0. Fr. foruoi^ma. 

Page 161, L 14, de\ auersty putteth in delay. See ii6r^e = to 
delay, respite, cause delay. See p. 173, L 16 ; 1. 20, he strejigpe = 
forcibly, by force; cf. no drengthe = 0,^ no for8 = no matter; 
L 34, Vor = 0T, 

Page 167, L 25, erpan fet \e kuen his do an = ere that (before) 
that the queen putteth it on ; his = her, and refers to robsy which 
is considered as feminine. 

Page 171, L 5 from bottom, seat geua ; so the words stand in the 
Fr. text. The Mid. MS. translates geua by eude pieces (evil 
plays). 

Page 173, L 22, y-^*^ = y-kue(n)gt = O.E. ykuegni = 
quenched. Cf. dreynt = drenched, &c. 

Page 178, L 24, i/or wone rtiake^ inaister. This passage 
literally signifies * for habit makes master,* and is equivalent to our 
phrase, 'practice makes perfect ;' cf. page 181, L 4, where yealde 
trone* = old habits. 

Page 182, L 16, * he-vlea}f and eihe^ [h]are onderlingeSy flay and 
eat their subjects : he-tdeap = he-vlea^e^ = be-Jlayep = flay, fleece, 
rob. 
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Page 184, L 12, wdy-Jiolpe = wd y-holpe = weil-holpen (suc- 
coured). 

Page 187, 1. 24, [dijaymont. The MS. lias aymoixt, but the Pr. 
text shows that diaymont = diamond, is the correct reading. 

Page 193, 1 ^, pet (for pen ?) po = than those. 

Page 194, 1. 10 from bottom, and hoi = and {is] yhol =^ and is 
safe. 

Page 195, IL 9, 10, in = inn, lodging. 

Page 196, IL 1, 2, in-to pe greade of pe pottre = unto (at) the sup- 
plication of the poor ; 1. 8, hedinge = secresy ; cf. O.K hidlingesy 
secret places. 

Page 198, L 23, * comep pe * should be comej ye. The participle 
yhlissede is plural, the singular being yUissed ; cf. acorsedey in L 
11. 

Page 203, I, 5, n€ = nor, seems wanted after uondinge. 

Page 204, L 14,/cwfin. This word is taken out of the French 
text. 

Page 205, L 21, hit dra^p to smac, maketh it tasty. 

Page 207, L 9 from bottom, talyinde^ Fr. contant. 

Page 210, L 3 from bottom, God ne is na^t goth to ued^ mid 
leaueSy God is not a goat to be fed with leaves. 

Page 231, 1. 14, wy-ouie ^=wyp-outey without. 

Page 237, L 16, zikp = d^p = sees. 

Page 241, L 9, Ae<f, an error for heald^ held, esteemed. 

Page 244, L 21, hihere, an error for ihere, hear. 

Page 247, L 2 from bottom, and his ssdt do drinkCf and thou 
shalt cause them to drink. 

Page 248, L 2, kuel^ = quel]) = welleth, springeth, or wells up. 

Page 249, L 2, maked = maJcep == makes. The preterite .would l>e 
makede; cf. p. 248, L 29. 

Page 251, L 2 from bottom, is 8pek = ich spek, I spake. 

Page 252, 1. 31, mishylefde = mishylefinde = unbelieving (ones) 
= unbelievers, Chaucer has misleved = misbeleued = miscreant ; 
but mysbyleuinde occurs on page 69 of this work. 

Page 253, L 10, zekp = zek^ = seeketh ; 1. 11, uel ine pe aye = 
the skin in the egg. The Mid. MS. reads * straw in the egg.* 
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Page 254, IL 16, 19, ges^ 0. Fr. ges. Liens pour attacher les 
oiseaux de proie (Roquefort). 

Page 254, 1. 23, The pronoun hare (their) seems to require 
men instead of man. 

Page 264, L 12, he^liche clom^ei profound silence ; L 14, eomyde 
may be an error for coniynde = coming ( == is about to come), or for 
comep = comes = is coming ; ^ 22, chayjien auerey chains of fire ; 
auere == a fire ; L 30, comste = comest thou ; L 32, yse^e^e = 
yseje-fe == what didst thoil see ; L 34, brene on-^folyinde^ intolerable 
burning. 

Page 265, L 1, wantrokiynge ^^laxik ; M?aw = un, as in O.E. 
tcantirudy wanhope^ &c. ; trockiynge = failure, want. The wan 
seems to be intensitive; L 18, yue^ youre ^=yeuep yeare = giyeih. 
ear ; youre would signify yours ; L 27, helm, of Jielpe = helmet of 
salvation ; L 29, ryuoUyche = ry^tuollyche = rightfully, righteously ; 
L 35, hit pingp pe = hit pingp pety it appeareth that 

Page 266, L 1, 5e caa = per-haps, per-chance ; L 2, of-dret = of 
dread = adread, afraid; L 6, wylnynge of \e contraye of heuene = 
desire of the kingdom (country) of heaven ; IL 9 — 11, Yef , , . stille. 
If we, on account of * God*s Dread ' and * Bethinking of Death,* were 
still (silent), right it is that thee spea*king (whilst thou art speaking) 
we should be much more silent; L 13, myd fvylle = willingly; L 20, 
Ac andy but also ; IL 25, 26, ine ri^t half zittindey on the right hand 
sitting ; L 31, zodes «^ zones = of the son. 

Page 268, IL 13, 14, * J)a3 . . . zay.* Though I understand some- 
what of this, (yet) for them that listeneth tell (in detail) of each (of 
these particulars, ie. how they live, enjoy, &c., see IL 11, 12) ; L 30, 
by zik€r = [hy'] hy[e\>] ziker ; they are in security; L 32, ase his 
o^ene of alle = as is possessed by alL 

Page 269, L 2 from.bottom, supply and before to. 

Page 270, L 4, pe prest ])c = thou pridest thyself; uele^n 
is an error for ule^en = flies ; pe worst, thou shalt. 
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A! ah! 51, 71. 

A, on, a ]>e, on the, 12, 64, 114, 
156, 214. 

Abandones, free, 247. 

Abatye, Fr. ahatre, to abate, less- 
en, 28. 

A.b.c.e., 1. 

Abegge (pret ahoyte)^ to suffer or 
atone for, pay for, 73. It cor- 
responds to the later English 
aMe; A.S. a-bicgan, 

AhidOfPj). delayed, 239. 

Abyd, imp, delay, 173. 

Abide, Abyde, await, remain, 51, 
113, 194 ; endure, 166 ; refrain, 
242 ; A.S. abidany hidan. 

Abide, Abyde (pZ. pret.)y abode, 
13. 

AbideJ, Abyde]), remaineth, 72, 
86; look for, await, {pi) 146, 
179. 

Abidinge, delay, 173. 

Abit, Abyt, abideth, waiteth for, 
awaiteth, 128, 143, 194, 169, 
211; bear with, 174. 



Ablent, blindeth, 16; ahlende, to 
make blind, occurs in R of 
Gloucester, 208 ; Chaucer uses 
blende, pret. yblent, in the same 
sense. 

Abod (pret. of Abyde), abode, de- 
layed, 173. 

Abomynable, 49. 

Abot, Abotte, abbot, 178, 219; 
Abbotes, 67. 

Aboue, above, 13, 15, 35. 

Aboute, about, 30. 

Aboutestondinges, circumstances, 
174, 175. 

Abstinence, 236. 

Abundance, 261. 

Abyde. See Abide. 

Ac, but, 6, 10, 16, ei passim. 

Accidye, sloth, 16. 

Accombringe, destruction, ruin, 
182. The root of this word is 
combeTf as in ejtcumber, Du. 
konibeVj loss, adversity. Ger. 
kummer, trouble. O. Fr. en- 
comhrer, to hinder, vex, annoy. 
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Acorded, accorded, united, 153. 

AcordeJ), agreeth, 60, 147, 151, 
153 ; imiteth, 256. 

Acordi, to accord, agree, 151, 152. 

Acorsed, ^. accursed, 66, 138. 

Acorsede, prd, accursed ; 57, pp. 
pi 189, 198. 

AcounteJ, counteth, 137. 

Acquayntonce, acquaintance, 143. 

Acsede, asked, 178, 190, 208, 
222, 239. 

Acsest, askest, 207, 209. 

Acse]), sing, asketh, demandeth, 
prays for, requireth, 53, 54, 99, 

: 109, 180, 209, 221, pi 111, 
116, imp. 209. 

Acsi, Acsy, Acxy, to ask, de- 
mand, require, inquire, claim, 
101, 110, 139, 151, 198, 209, 
214. 

Acsinge, asking petition, ques- 
tion, 208, 209. 

Acsinges, Acsingges, askings, ques- 
tions, petitions, 129. 

Acsynge, false claiming, Fr. clialr 
enge, 139. 

Active, 199. 

Adauntoj), tametli, 167; Fr. 
dompter,donter, to tame, daunts 
subdue. 

Adopcion, Adopcioun, adoption, 
101, 102, 146. 

Adoun, downwards, 247. 
Adra^e, pp. drawn, 174, 218. 
Adrayngt = adreynt, pp. drown- 
ed, drenched, 107, 248. 



AdraynkJ) ■= maketh drink, 251 ; 

A.S. a-drencauy to drench, 

drown, 2)ret. drencfe^ pp. ge- 

drenced. 
Adrenche, to drown, 50. A.S. 

adrencan. 
Adrenchef, drowneth, 50. 
Adrengj), gives drink, 92. 
Adreynct, drowned, 239. 
Adreynten, pi. pret, drowned, 50. 
Aduenture. See Auenture. 
Aduersari, Adversarie, 109, 170, 

238. 
Aduerset^, Aduersit^, Adversetes, 

27, 30, 68, 84, 125, 168, 181, 

182. 
Afaited, feigned, 212; 0. Fr. 

afaiter, 
AflFayted, trusting, 75, 
Affeccioun, affection, 151. 
Afrounti, to be offended, 229 ; 

Fr. affraniei' (from Lat. fronsy 

the forehead). 
Age, 5. 
Agelt, sinneth, trespasseth, offend- 

eth or sinneth against, trans- 
gress, 5, 19, 65, 126. 
Agelt, 2>p. sinned, 20. 
Agelte, to sin, commit trespass, 

15 ; A.S. agyltan, to offend, 

sin against. 
AgelteJ), pi. sin, 6, 72. 
Agerse = a gerse, in grass, 36; 

A.S. gera, gcers. 
Aginne, Agynne, to begin, S2, 
168, 197. A.S. agynnan. 
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Aginnynge, Aginninge, Agyn- 
ninge, beginning, 16, 31, 166, 
197. 
Agonne, pp, begun, 165. 
Agrayjed, pp. prepared, 14, 56, 
89, 244; ready, 140; estab- 
lished, 147. 
AgrayJ^eJ), directs, orders, advises, 
81, 119, 125, 138, 140; deck, 
pi 176, 195, 216. 
Agrayfi, to prepare, set in order, 
array, dress, direct, 55, 76, 
148, 173; to ornament, 216, 
258; to set (sail), 183; O.K 
greidaj to make ready. 
Agrayjinge, sh, adorning, 229, 
258. 

Agrayjinges, decorations, orna- 
ments, 176, 216, 226. 

Agrund, on the ground, 91. 

Ak, Ake, but, 6, 18, 55, 62, 69, 
97. See Ac 

Akse, ask, 184. 

Aksede, asked, 239. 

AkseJ, asketh, demands, re- 
quires, 13, 18, 103, 109, 163, 
208, 222. 

Aksinge, asking, 197, 198. 

Aksy, ask, 113 ; see Acsi^ acsy. 

AkJ) acheth, 51. 

Al, adj, sing, all, 13 ; dng., 15. 

Al, adv, quite ; al uol, quite full, 
191 ; al ripe, quite ripe, 28 ; 
al quic, quite alive, 67. 

Al alsuo, just as, QQ, 

Alast, lastly, last, 69, 118. 



Aid, old, 16, 48, 104, 124,219. 
Alday, Aldaye, adv, all day, 75. 
Ale=Alle, 233. 
Alefte, on the left. Alefthalf, on 
the left side (on the other 
side), 23, 38. 
Alfpeny, halfpenny, 193. 
Algorisme, calculation, compila- 

tion, numbering, 1. 
Alhuet = until, unto, 26, 33, 36, 

51, 74, 109. 
Ali3t, Aly^t, enlighteneth, light- 
eth, 77, 81, 88, 105, 115, 121, 
122, 185, 249; kindleth, 66. 
Ali3t, Aly^t,^^. enlightened, 105, 

109, 201. 
Ali3te, Alyjte, to enlighten, 109 ; 

A.S. alihtan^ to enlighten. 
Ali^te, Aly3te,^^. pi, enlightened, 

201, 243. 
Ali3te]), enlighteneth, 204, 205; 
maketh bright, beautiful, 229. 
Ali3tynge ~ alightingjjenkindling, 

incitement, 221. 
Ali3tynges, passions, 204. 
Alle, adj, pi, all, 1, 5, 6, 10, et 

pamm, 
Alle, pro7i, all, 10, 11. 
Allen (to), all, 145, 188. 
AUone, alone, 142. 
Almi3ti, almighty, 1, 6, 12. 
Almoner, 190. 
Alneway, always, 84, 178. 
Al on, the same, all one, 259. 
AloseJ), make famous, 199. 
Alosi, to render famous, re- 
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nowned, 183. C£ O.K los, fame, 

Fr. lo8. 
Alouer, everywhere, 81. 
Alouwe, Alowe, to praise, to be 

praised, 95, 227, 233 ; 0. Fr. 

alouer f to praise, from Lat 

laus, 
Alozed, famed, 16. 
Alse, as, 8, 15. 
Alse-moche-ase, Ako-moche-ase, 

Alzo-moche-ase, as much as, 

15, 19, 28 ; A.S. cUstody also ; 

for the form al-se^ cf. O.E. 

whose ■=■ who so. 
Alsuo, Alzuo, also, 51, 57. 
Aljaj, although, 19. 
AlJ^eruerst, first of all, 27, 51. 

Alper = allery A.S. aire, gen. 

pi, of all, 
Alferworst, worst of all, 17. 
Al-to,uiito, 1, 13, U, 215. 
Altogidere, all to gather, 59. 
Al-wet = alhuety until, unto, 197. 
Alyjt, Aly3te. See Ali^t, Alijte. 
Amang, among, 65, 103. 
Amanzinge, cursing, excommuni- 
cation, 189 ; O.E. amaiwe, to 

curse, from A.S. amansumiuri, 

lit. to disjoin, and hence to 

excommunicate. 
Amaystrej), mastereth, overpower- 

eth, 129. 
Ambicion, 17, 22. 
Amended,^. 30. 
Amendement, 32, 83, 148. 
Amendes, amercements, fines. 



debte, 37, 38, 113; amends, 

corrections, 147, 148, 180. 
Amendi, to amend, 30, 31, 39, 

40, 74. 
Amendinge, amendment, 31, 170, 

179, 180. 
Amerd, marred, spoiled, 124, 125, 

217 ; O.H. Ger. marrjan^ to 

hinder, make void; Dil merren^ 

to obstruct. 
AmerreJ, pi. mar, spoil, 130, 

203, 204, 220, 229. 
AmerJ), Amerrf, 205, 217. 
Ames, a but 1 62. 
Amesured, moderated, tempered, 

258. 
AmesureJ), moderates, tempers, 

252. 
Amidde, Amide, amid, 128, 143. 
AmonesteJ), admonishes, 8, 101, 

102, 128, 145, 195. 
Amote, ant, emmet, 141 ; A.S. 

cemet. 
Ampayri, impair, 10 ; Fr. em- 

pireTf to make worse, from Fr. 

pie, pire, worse ; Lat. pejor, 
Amydde, 95. See Amidde. 
An, and, 4, 6, 7, 8, el passim. 
An, Ane, A, prep, on, in, 1, 7, 14, 

51, 156, 214. 
An, adv. on, 167, 244; A.S. 

and O. S. an. 
An, Ane, art. a, 11, 14, 15, 18, 

25, 29, 31, 37, 43, 50, et pas- 
sim; ace. 161. 
Ana3t, nought, 59. 
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Ancheaysoun, Ancheysoun, rea- 
son, cause, 47, 258, 259 ; Fr. 
enchaisan. 

And =^any ii^ 65. 

Andzuerede, answered, 190. 

Ane, one, 117. 

Aneuen, at last, 168. 

Anfermi, aflftrm, 152. 

Anginnynge, beginning, 31. 

Angle, angel, 20, 21. 

Angles, angels, 20, 21. 

Angrice, hurt, hann, 146. 

Angrisi, terrify, hurt, harm, 146. 
A.S. agrysan, 

Anhand, in hand, 22, 164. 

Anhaste, in haste, 31, 45, 60, 68, 
70, 189. 

Anhe3, on high, high, 85, 95, 
125; upwards, 45, 46. 

Anheje]), increases, is increased, 
49. 

Anhe^i, exalt, elevate, raise, 23; 
from O.E. he^y high; AS. heg, 
heahy high. 

Anhet, heated, kindled, 108, 131 ; 
A.S. On-Jwetan, to heat, in- 
flame. 

Anhonged, hanged, 241, cf. Eng. 
anrJianged, 

Anhonge]), hangeth, 51. 

Anhongi, to hang; A.S. an- 
h^Tiy to hang. 

Anhyaldi, Anhyealde, pp, = an- 
healde = an - halden, with- 
holden, forbidden, 152. 

Anioynj, to enjoin, 172. 



Anlich, like to, 186. 
Anliche, Anlyche, image, like- 
ness, 145. 

Anlicned, Anlycned, Anlikned, 
Anlykned, compared, likened, 
like to, 61, 66, 101, 227, 232. 

Anlicnesse, Anliknesse, Anlyc- 
nesse, likeness, 87, 88, 100, 
101, 105, 111, 145,201, 244; 
A.S. an-lic nes. 

Anlicny, Anlykny, to be like to, 
resemble, 101 ; compare, 157, 
261. 

AnlikneJ), Anlyknef, is like to, 
16, 32, 81 ; compareth, 91 ; 
are like to, 242. 

Anlyke, alike, 227. | 

Anone, in none, 132. 

AnoJ)eme (ace.), another, 162. 

Anojjre, def. another, 25, 175. 

Anofren, Ano]>rene (ace,), an- 
other, 91, 155, 175, 186, 249. 

Anojres, anothers, 197. 

Anoy, 8b. 267. 

Anoylinge, anointing 14. 

AnoyJ), annoyeth, 162 ; It. an- 
noiare, from Lat. in odio. 

Ansuere, answer, 194, 214. 

Ansuerede, Ansurede, answered, 
178, 208, 239. 

AnsuereJ), answer, 56, 264. 

Ansuerie, Ansuerye, Answery, 
to answer, 67, 213. 

Ansuerief, 159. 

Ant, and, 68. 

Antomperod, attempered, 224. 
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The author seems to confound 
the an in this word with the 
aw or o in arihongi, anhe^i, Ac. 

Anpayri, impair, 237. 

Anuenymed, envenomed, poi- 
soned, 50. 

AnuenymeJ), poisons, 27. 

Aparceiuy, to perceive, 131. 

AparceyueJ, perceive, 57. 

Apayref, impairs, 237. 

Apeluchier, 253. 

Apert, Aporte, open, clear, plain, 
11, 134, 203. 

Aperteliche, openly,. 13, 26, 59, 
70, 96, 162, 201, 244. 

Apocalipse, 14, 183. 

Apostate, 19. 

Apostel, 41, 213. 

Apropred, appropriated, 40, 41, 
120, 235. 

Aqueme, to please. See Queme. 

Aquench, imp, quench, 130. 

AquencJ), quencheth, 207. 

Aquitti, acquit, set free, 137. 

Aquyked, pjy, kindled, 203, from 
quyk =» quick, alive. 

Aquytte)), acquit, release, pay, 
36. 

Arblast, Arblaste, arbalast, 47, 71. 

Arbytres, arbitress, 154. 

Archangle, 1., 

Archer, 45. 

Ardontliche, ardently, 51, 

Aredy, Already, ready, 121. 

Arere, raise up, elevate, stir up, 
excite, 31, 61, 65, 74, 178, 179, 



210 ; imp. 156, 217 ; mhj\ 217. 
Arerede, Arered, pret, and pp. 

raised, 14, 24, 86, 200, 203, 

239. 
Arere]), raiseth, 23, 85, 129 ; raise, 

pi,, 66, 125; exaggerate, 136. 
Ar3nesse, timidity, slowness, 32 ; 

A.S. earg, inert, timid, eviL 
Ari3t, Ary^t, aright, 70, 74. 
Ari^t-half; Aryjt-half; on the 

right side, on the one side, on 

this side, 23, 38, 40. 
Arise, in/, 35 ; ifup, 51 ; pp, 

arisen, 24, 121. 
Arise]), sing, ariseth, 52 ; arise, 

pi., 57. 
Arist, ariseth, lusteth, 30, 47, 49, 

50, 186. 
Arize, arise. See Arise. 
Arize]), arise, pi,, 56. 
Arizinge, resurrection, 13, 14; 

rising, 52 ; lustful emotions or 

desires, 11 ; emotion, 147. 
Arizinges, lusts, 9. 
Armes, 162, 165, 265. 
Anne)), armeth, 25, 111, 180. 
Armure, 170, 203, 240. 
Am, eagle, 61 ; A.S. earn. 
Aros, arose, 7, 13, 173. 
Arrogance, 21. 
Art, 65. 

Article, 12 ; articles, 252. 
Arwe, arrow, 66. 
Asayd, tried, essayed, 117, 142. 
Asayled,2?p. assailed, 157. 
Asaylede, 2?re/. assailed, 249. 
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Asaylej), assaileth, 17, 31, 157, 

166, 168, 181, 182. 
Asayli, to assail, 169 
Asaylinges, assaults, 84, 117, 166, 

207. 
AsayJ), essayeth, 168. 
Ascaped, escaped, 166. 
Ascapef, Askapef, escapeth, flee 

away, 180, 209, 210. 
Ascapie, Askapie, escape, 56, 

131, 172. 
Ase, as, 6, 7, 8, et pasdrru 
Ase-moche-ase, as mucli as, 9, 

97. 
Ase-wel, as well, 256. 
Aslaky, to slacken, 253. 
Aslepe, asleep, 199. 
Asoyli, absolve, 172. 
Asoyny, to strive, busy, 242. 
Aspid, Aspide, espied, seen, 142, 

191. 
Aspief, Asepief, look after, 

watch, 253, 255. 
Aspiinges, watchings, spyings, 

117.' 
AspiJ, spieth, 173. 
Assencion, 213. 
Astenie, kill (by depriving of 

food), 240. 
Asterued, starved, enfamished, 

240. 
Astonef, astoniah, 130. 
Astonie, astonish, 1 26, 257 ; as- 
tonish is Fr. estonner (Lai at- 

tonare, to thunder at), to as- 
tonish, amaze ; but astoniey 0. 



E. staunie, to dull the senses, 
is from the A.S. stuniariy to 
strike, stun. 

Astore]), victualeth, 112. 

Astorie, store up, victual, 136. 
R. of Gloucester uses as-tore, to 
store (a place), IL 375, 385 ; 
Fr. estorer, to erect, build, 
garnish; Lat. instaurarey to re- 
pair, renew, 

Astranglede, strangled, 48. 

Astrangle]), strangleth, 65. 

Astrangli, to strangle, 50. 

Astru)), destroys, 17 =astrude\% 
A.S. strudariy to rob, spoil, 
ravage. 

Asummed, reached the summit, 
completed, 168. 

Atamed, subdued, 152. 

Ate, at, 13, 14, et passinu 

Ate-laste, lastly, 104. 

Atempres, Attempre, temperate, 
moderated, 24, 153, 254. 

Atenende, Ate-ende, lastly, 128, 
162. 

Ate-uerste, firstly, 127. 

Afe, on the, 242. 

Atrayt, 0. Fr. atrayty continuously, 
protractedly, 50. 

Atuytinge, blame, reproof, 194. 

Atuytinges, reproaches, 194. 

Atwyt, reproacheth, reproveth, 
m. 

Atwyte, Attwyte, to reproach, 
reprove, twity 198 ; A. S. cet- 
witariy wHaUy to blame. 
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Atwytinge, reproacliing, twitting, 

65, 194. 
Auarice, 16, 34, 38, 102, 147. 
Aube, priest's vesture, 236. This 

word is the same as aZ6, a white 

robe. 
Auenture, adventure, hap, chance, 

18, 20, 27, 168. 
Auer, a-fire, on fire, 205. 
Auere, fiery, 264. 
Auerst, delayingly, in delay, 32, 

161 ; A,S. fi/rsty first, a space of 

time, delay, respite, 
Auerst, adv, first, 5, 20, 32, 

46. 
Auocat, advocate, 127. 
AuonceJ), advanceth, 68. 
Auonci, to advance, 82. 
Auontage, advantage, 209, 210. 
Auore, before, 271. 
Auoreye, Auorye, towards, with, 

before, against, as regards, as 

to, 1, 18, 24, 124, 129, 168, 

172, 186, 207, 213, 222. 

AiLoreye == atwre-aye; auore = 

before; aye = again, towards. 
Auoud, avowed, acknowledged, 

101. 
Auouerie, Auoerie, adoption, 101, 

1 46 ; Fr. avouer, to avow ; Lat. 

advocare. 
Autorit6, authority, 147, 221. 
Awakede, woke, 128, 199. 
Awar^ede, shrewd, wicked, cursed, 

27 ; A.S. awergedj accursed. 
AwrecJ, Awrekf, wreketh, taketh 



vengeance, punishes, 68, 73, 
115, 147. See Wreke. 

Awreke, ^. punished, 74, 83. 

Awreke, avenge, punish, 9, 59, 
76. 

Awrekinge, vengeance, 8. 

Awynne, regain, 85. 

Ayans = ayens, against, 6. 

Ayder ^= either, each, 53. 

Aye = ay en, against, 1, 5, 6, 7, e^ 
passim; as to, 24 ; towards, 
146. 

Ayeanward, on the contrary, 49. 

Ayen, back, again, 36, 56, 58, 
85 ; sgamat, 170. 

Ayen-bite, remorse, 1. 

Ayens, against, 6, 18, 29, 98, 115 ; 
towards, 156, 163. 

Ayen-uallinge, apostasy (again- 
falling), 116. 

Ayen-ward, Aye-ward, on the con- 
trary, 48, 49, 56. . 

Ayen-we3e, again-weigh, consider, 
57. 

Ayen-wy^te, down-bearing, 247. 

Ayen-yefte, Ayen-yefJ>e (again- 
gift), recompense, 120. 

Ayen-yeme, recur, run to, 220. 
See Yeme. 

Azenkte, prei, caused to sink, 
49. 

Azet, setteth, setteth out, 140. 

Aze wel, as well, 89. 

Azide, aside, 216. 

A3t, ought, 194. 

A^t, owe, 137. 
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Bal, ball, 179. 

Balance, balance, peril, 30, 91. 

Bald, for heald, bold, 105. 

Barat, bargain, also fraud, deceit, 
39, 46, 61, 75, 82; O.Fr. 
bareter, to lie, cheat, beguile ; 
Sp. haratavy to truck, exchange. 

Bargayn, unfair dealing, 9; O.Fr. 
barguine)% to chaffer, also to 
wrangle, haggle. 

Baronage, 58. 

Baronyes, 38. 

Baroun, 38. 

Barouns, 38, 85. 

Basely coc, basilisk, 28 ; Gr. 
PaaiKiffKOQ, a king. This form 
of the word is used by Chaucer 
in the " Persones Tale." 

Batayle, battle, 83, 117, 167, 
249. 

Batayles, 91. 

Bafe]), bathes, 167. 

Baylife, bailiffs, 122; L&tbajuIuSy 
Mid. Lat. hajida^ 1, a bearer ; 
2, a nurse ; 3, a tutor. From 
bajtdus comes Fr. baUli. 

Baylyes, the jurisdiction of a 
bailiff (a term once applied to 
person* holding high offices, as 
regents, &c.) ; hence a king- 
dom, 26. 

Bayf, buys, 23, 76, 90, 91, 194, 
241. See Begge, to buy. 

Be, by, 1, 6, 7, 8, et pamm; for. 



13; though, 12; A.S. be, bi, 

big. 
Beat, beateth, 30, 69, 116. 
Beate, to beat, 210, 236. 
Bec^, bowed, 239 ; A.S. bugan^ 

beogan {pt beah, beag, pp. 

bogen, btigen). 
Becajt, pp, beguiled, ensnared, 

54, 125. 
Becharme, charmeth, 257. 
Beches, beech trees, 23. 
Beclepie]), Beclep]), embraceth, 88. 
Beclepie]), ph plead for, 40. 
Becleppe, to embrace, clip, 46 ; 

A.S. be-dyppan, 
Becleppe, to raise a clatter, 66 ; 

A.S. clappaUf to clap, move ; 

cf. O.E. dappe, talk. 
Becleppe]), clasps, embraces, 15. 
Becleppinge, embrace, 96. 
Beclept, /)/). embraced, 15. 
Beclepte, pret, embraced, 240. 
Becom, became, 6, 240. 
Become]),^/, become, 78, 92. 
Becom j>, becomes, 19, 43, 51, 91. 
Bed, prayed, 191, 215 ; A.S. bwd, 

prei of biddariy to pray. 
Bed, 31 ; obliq. cas. bedde, 177. 
Bedeawef, bedewef, moisteneth, 

95, 116. 
Bedele, messenger, 37. 
Bedeles, 39, 43; A.S. bydel, a 

preacher, messenger; Eng. bea- 
dle. 
Bedes, prayers, 141 ; A. S. b6d^ a 

prayer. 
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Begge, to buy, 17, S3, 36, 41, 
44, 78, 83; to redeem, 95; 
A.S. hijcgaUy to buy. 
Beggeres, beggars, 36. 
BeggeJ), buys, 36, 44, 139 ; buy, 

pl 39, 41. 
Begginge, buying, 38. 
Beginne, to begin, 150. 
Beginnej), pl begin, 17, 66, 

119. 
Beginnynge, Begynnynge, begin- 
ning, 70, 72, 76, 97. 
Begin]), Begynj), begins, 51, 65, 

67, 88, 99, 108, 131, 181. 
Begynne]), ^Z. 17. 
Begonne, 2 pers. pret. sing, be- 

ganst, 71. 
Begyled, pp. beguiled, 76. 
I^egyleJ), beguileth, 16. 
Behat, promises, 64, 170, 179, 
181, 183, 201 ; A.S. heltdtan, 
to promise, vow (pret. hchdt, 
pp. behaten), 
Beheste, promise, vow, 67, 144, 

225 ; A.S. bi?ices, 
Behestes, pl of beheste, 98. 
Behinde, Behynde, behind, 10, 

45, 130. 
Behofsam, needful, 99, 192; A.S. 

behofiariy to behove, to need. 
Behorewed, defiled, dirtied, 237. 
Behot, promises, 97, 179. 8ee 

Behat. 
Behote, inf. to promise, 162. 
Behote, pp. promised, 13, Qb, 67 ; 
vowed, 231. 



Behotoj>, promiseth, 40, 42; pl 

promise, 65. 
Behotinge, entreaty, 207. 
Behotinges, pl of behotinge, 40, 

42. 
Behouede, ^e^. behoved, 128. 
Behouej>, behoveth, 58, 79. 
Beknaulochinge, confession, ac- 
knowledging, 32, 77. 
Beknaust, confessest, 100. 
Beknawe, beknow, confess, 69, 
123, 132; A.S. be-cndivan, to 
know. 
Beknawe]), pl. acknowledge, 132. 
Beknawynge, knowledge, 126. 
Bekneu, acknowledged, 215, 216. 
Beleaue, Beleue, Byleaue, belief, 
2, 11, 14, 19, 29, 72, 106, 
123. 
Beleaue, Beleue, Bileaue, believe, 

12, 13, 151, 203. 
Belef>, beheveth, 19, 139, 151. 
Beloke, comprehended, 97 ; A.S. 

bducan-y to lock up, enclose. 
Beles, boils, 224; Du. hiile, 

boil, swelling. 
Belouinge, abiding, continuing, 

176. See Bleuc, Bleuinge. 
Belongef, appertain to, 12, 17. 
Belouk]), includes, 99. 
Bench, 130. 

Bend, bond, tie, 48 (tie of mar- 
riage), 220. 
Bendes, bonds, 77 ; A.S. bend, a 

bond, band. 
Bene (/), prayer, petition; 



19 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



290 



GLOSSARIAL INDEX. 



Benen, ^j/. prayers, petitions, 
3,90, 102, 114. A.S. hen. 

Benefices, 42, 96. 

Benefices, benefits, 96. 

Benes, prayers, petitions, 25, 51, 
74, 90, 97, 105, 180. 

Benefe, beneath, 108, 126. 

Benime, Benyme, to rob, deprive 
of, steal, 39, 59, 68, 79, 86, 
117, 181. See Nime, Nj^e. 

Benimj), Benymf, Beniinc)>, Be- 
nyme )>, 3rd pers. sing, and pi. 
of henime, 23, 29, 32, 38; 39, 
68, 76, 77, 79, 86, 108, 218, 
223, 248. 

Bcnorae, taken from, 143. 

Benotej), employs, uses, 90 ; A.S. 
notUy use ; hl-niotan^ to enjoy ; 
notmUy make use of, employ. 

Bcquido, bequest, %vill, 112; A. S. 
he-cwedan, to bequeath ; cwtde, 
a testament, judgment. 

Bekuydes, bequests, wills, 38. 

Berdono, burden, 84, 141. 

Bere, a bear, 14, 15, 60. 

Bere, to bear, 8, 21, 56, 83, 
118 ; wear, 90 ; enjoy, possess, 
101. 

Bere, 1st p. sing, bear, 64 ; 2nd 
p. sing, borest, 20 ; suhj. pres. 
may bear, 217. 

Bere, barley, 141; A.S. here ; 
barley = bere + lie (older forms, 
harliCyherdirh) ; the /zc=AS. 
leac == plant, leek ; cf. garlicky 
hemlock (old form hemlic). 



Bere-blisse, Bear-bliss, 72. 
Beref, BerJ?, bears, produces, 8, 

20, 29, 78, 88, 97, 195, 217 ; 

pi. bear, 97, 231. 
Berieles, tomb, sepidchre, 12, 

26, 228; A.S. hyrgeh, a se- 
pulchre. 
Berinde, bearing, 96, 144. 
Beringe, birth, 130, 213. 
Beringe, burial, 5. 
Berke, to bark at, 179. 
Bemde, burnt, 242. 
Berne, to bum, 163, 173, 225 ; 

suhj, pres. 212. 
Bemes, barns, 30; A.S. hem^ 

(= here-em, a store-house for 

barley). 
Bemejj, Bernf, sing, burns, j)l' 

bum, 43, 74, 204, 206, 229. 
Bernide = Berninde == burning, 

211. 
Berninde, Bemyndo, burning, 49, 

73, 107, 173, 203, 205, 207. 
Bemindeliche, ardently, 31. 
Beminge, sh. burning, 205, 206. 
Bemston, brimstone, 49, 130. 
Berobbef, pi. rob, 39. 
Berje, save, preserve, 197,-251. 
Besme, broom, 172 ; A.S. hesma^ 

a broom, hesom ; hesmas, rods ; 

S. Prov. Eng. hissam, the heath 

plant 
Besmet, Besmetted, defiled, be- 

smuttcd, 32, 229; A.S. he- 

smitany to besmut, defile. 
Besncwed, made white as snow, 
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81 ; hesnewed seems to stand 

for besneawed. 
Bessot = be-shut, enclosed, 94 ; 

included, 97 ; A.S. scyttariy to 

lock up. 
Bessct, shut, 231 ; kept secure, 

232. See Ssete, to enclose, 263. 
Best, beast, 4, 14, 51; obliq. 

case, heatet 2, 14, 15. 
Besteriinge, emotions, 263. 
Bcstes, beasts, 82. 
Bestrepef, Bestrepf, root up, 123, 

127, 144, 150, 185, 201 ; A.S. 

hestrypan, to strip. 
Bet, better, 195. 
Betake, 2>i>. assigned, 198; taken, 

247 ; A.S. hetikcan^ to assign, 

commit. 
Betake]>,p7. assign, 36; give, 235. 
Betcro, better, 7, 16, 24, 100, 

102. 
Betocnef, Betoknej>, sing, and pi, 

betokeneth, betoken, 15, 203, 

222, 236. 
Betoke, mhj, should give, 89, 

134. 
Betokned, pp, betokened, 199, 

203, 236. 
Betoknede, pret. betokened, 236. 
Betuene, Betune, between, 66, 

210. 
Bejj, bath, 74 ; A.S. Ixedy be^ian, 

to bathe. 
Bc))ench, imp, remember, bethink, 

130, 146. 
BeJ?enche, remind, 101 ; bethink. 



174, 178; repent, 172; A.S. 
bepencan. 

Bejjenche)), imj). bethink, con- 
sider, 81, 242. 

Bef enchinge, befhinking, memory, 
remembrance, 105, 188, 203 ; 
repentance, thought, fore- 
thought, 183, 184, 233. 

Befengf, bethinks, remembers, 
considers, reminds, 18, 100, 
152, 177, 246. 

BeJ?03te, bethought, 156. 

Beualle, befall, 107, 118. 

Beualle, p^P* befallen, 49. 

BeualJ), befalls, 174. 

Beuealde, befolded, wrapped, 188; 
A.S. befealdm, befolded. 

Beuelef, pi defile, 228. 

Bcuelst, defilest, 230. 

Beuel)>, dofileth, 178, 229; A.S. 
befulan, to defile; bejylcd, de- 
filed. 

Beuelynge, defamation, false ac- 
cusation. It signifies, literally, 
defiling, 40. 

Bcuil, befell, 191. 

Beula3ej7, flay, hence to fleece, 
rob, plunder, 38 ; A.S. be/lean, 
pret. beflog, to flay. 

Beulea]>, pi. beulea^ep, rob, fleece, 
182, 218; see Beulajef. 

Bculef, pi. avoid, 61. 

Beuliynge, be-flying, eschewing, 
avoiding, 121. 

Beulojo, pi, pret, avoided, re- 
nounced, 77, 78. 
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Beuly, Beiili, to fly from, flee, 

avoid, 9, 15, 60, 74, 86, 121, 

139, 178, 179, 205; A.S. 

hefleon (befleSgan}, to flee away, 

escape. 
Beuly^f, Beulyjt, avoideth, 73, 

75, 136, 226. 
Bewepe, to weep. 
BewepJ), beweepeth, 51. 
Beyende, beyond, 165. 
Beyete, begotten, 130, U7, 224; 

A.S. be-getan (pt. hegeat^ pp. 

hegeaten), to beget. 
Bezeche, beseeeb, 194. 
Bezechejj, Bezechi]>, pi, beseech, 

98, 106, 115. 
Bezechinge, petition, 97, 116. 
Bezechinges, petitions, 97 ; com- 
plaints, 39. 
Bezekf, boseecheth, 117. 
Bezenge, singe, 230 ; A.S. besen- 

gan, to singe. 
Bezengf, singes, 230. 
Bezet, placed, beset, 102, 152. 
Bezest, besettcst, 213. 
Bezette, inf, to beset, occupy, 

214. 
Bezette)), besetteth, 207. 
Bezide, beside, 105, 126, 220,240. 
Bezuyke, j)2^, beguiled, 76 ; A.S. 

beswican, to beguile, deceive ; 

O.E. smikcy to deceive, stvikere, 

a deceiver. 
Bezuykere, traitor, 171. 
Bezuykinge, Bezuykyinge, treason, 

28, 43 ; deceit, 61. 



Bezuykiinges, Bezuykynges, 

frauds, 23, 61. 
Bezyinge, be-seeing, forethought, 

183, 184. 
Bi, be, 49, 105, 135, 136, 163, 

177, 220. 
Bide == bidde, imp, pray, 210. 
Bidde, we, let us pray, 127 ; 2nd 

pers subj, 114. 
Bidde, Bydde, pray, entreat, suiv 

pUcate, 1, 5, 7, 49, 52, 87, 99, 

194, 207, 209, 210, 211,212; 

A.S. biddan. 
Biddef, prayeth, 211. 
Bidde)), Bydde)), pi pray, 99, 113, 

114,116,117, 210,219; imp, 

209. 
Biddinde, praying, 219. 
Biddinge, command, 12 ; en- 
treaty, 194. 
Biddinges, Biddynges, commands, 

38, 42; prayers, 219. 
Bied, Bie)), Byof, are, 138, 157, 

200, 204. 
Bihote. See Behote. 
Biginnynge, beginning, 138. 
Bileaue, Byleaue, Byleue, belief, 

19, 176, 186. 
Bint, binds, 15, 33. 
Bisemere, scorn; pi, biserneres, 

bisemers, mockings, derisions, 

22, 52, 58, 156; A,S. bisTner, 

reproach, mockery. 
Bisemere)), mocketli, 22 ; A.S. 

binmenan, to mock, insult 
Bisihede, care, 228. 
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Bisiuol, busi-ful, officious, 226. 

Bissop, bishop, 189. 

Bissopes, Bissoppes, Bissoppe, 
189, 191, 236. 

Bissopriches, bishopricks, 42. 

Bist, biddest, 209. 

Bisye, busy, officious, 58. 

BLsyhede, Bysihede, Bysybede, 
labour, care, 164, 228; pas- 
time, 231. 

Bit, Byt, prayetb, asketh, 110, 
114, 116, 134, 209, 211, 218, 
222. 

Bit, biddeth, 116, 145. 

Bite, sb. bite, morsel, 223. 

Biter, Byter, dug. bitter, 82, 
211. 

Bitere, pi. bitter, 83. 

Biterhede, Byterhede, bitterness, 
28. 

Bitemesse, bitterness, 15, 139, 
172. 

BiteJ), pi bite, 70. 

Bitinde, biting, pungent, 143. 

Biualf, befalls, 57. 

Blame, 23. 

Blamef, blametb, 17, 137. 

Blamye)), pi blame, 59, 79. 

Blasfeme]), blaspheme, 30. 

Blasfemie, to blaspheme, 70. 

Blasforaies, Blasfemyes, blasphe- 
mies, 45, 69. 

Blasfemye, blasphemy, 57, 69. 

BlauJ), puffs, 32. 

Blawe, blow, 168. 

Blawej), pi. blow, 24. 



Bleche, pale, 53 ; A.S. bide, pale ; 
blcecan, to fade, bleach. The 
root still exists in blight, 

Blechest, hurtest, 147. 

Bleche]), injures, defaces, 40, 115; 

harms, injures, 238 ; A.S. 

blcBCO, spot; blotchy a blotch, 

Shoreham uses blokney to be 

• disfigured. 

The thridde day he (Christ) arcs ajcyn 
Of the throu^ (tomb) ther men hine 

leyde, in tokene 
That, man, thi body arise schel 
Of deithe nanmore to blokne, (p. 4.) 

Blefde, Blefte, remained, 12, 59, 
190. 

Blef)) = bi-levethf remains, abides, 
30,47,91,177; A.S. be-lcefan 
(pret. belwfde), to leave. 

Blef ten, jpZ. remained, 189. 

Blench, change, 130; Bl encJi ia 
the soft form of blink. 

Blende)), pi make blind, 33 ; 
A.S. blendian, to blind. 

Blest, blast, 203; A.S. blcest, 
blast. 

Blefeliche, joyfully, quickly, read- 
ily, 20, 50, 65, 100, 102, 177. 

Blefelaker, more quickly, readily, 
69, 140, 180; A.S. W/(fe, blithe, 
joyful. 

Bleue = bileue, to remain, con- 
tinue, endure, 120, 203, 225, 
245 ; persevere, 232 ; remain 
in (curl), 177 ; A.S. belie/an, to 
leave. See Blefdo, Blefte. The 
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Broches, brooches, 229. 
Bronches, branches, 9. 
Brondes, brands, 205, 240. 
Brotel, brittle, 129 ; A.S. hreotan^ 

to bruise, break ; 0. Norse, 

hriotcL 
Brotelhede, brittleness, poverty, 

130. 
Brojjcrhedo, Broferrede, brother- 
hood, 110, 146. 
Bro))ren, brethren, 101, 102, 149. 

This form is used by Shoreham. 
Brojte, brought, 118, 190. 
Bryad, bread, 107, 110, 111. 
Bryest, breast, 175. 
Bryesten, breasts, 247. 
Buones, bones,^64^ 148. 
Burdes, jests, bQ ; Fr. bourde, a 

jest ; Bret, hourd, deceit, joke. 
Busse, bush, 28. 
By, to be, 7, 14, 88; is, 7, 14, 

16, 85; are, 9. 
Byad, offered, 41 ; A.S. bead, 

from beddaUy to offer. 
Byat, beateth, 100. 
Bydde, Bidde, to pray for, 98, 99, 

113, 114. 
Byddynges, Byddinges, prayers, 

petitions, 100 ; entreaties, 40. 
Byddef, pi pray, 107, 109, 113, 

116, 117, 118. 
Byeam, beam. 
Byenne, to be, 131, 169. 
Byet, Bye]>, are, 1, 3, 6, 8, Q6, imp. 

188. 
Byet, begetteth, 181, 



Byete, 8ubj\ beat, 191. 
Byetinge, begetting, 216. 
Byginninge, beginning, 11. 
Byinge, being, 82, 103. 
Byknawe, acknowledge, confess, 

123, 182. 
Bylef), believeth, 19. 
Byleue, Byleaue, belief, 11, 12, 

19, 69, 101, 112, 114. 
Bynime, rob, deprive of, 39. 
Bynt, Byndejj, bindeth, binds, 

77, 97. 
Byrie, bier, 268. 
Bysemeres, scorns, derision, 63. 
Bysi, busy. See Bisye. 
Bysihede, Bysyhede, diligence, 

care, anxiety, 55, 93 ; occupa- 
tion, amusement, 231. 
Bysihedes, occupations, 165. 
Bysinesse, labour, trouble, caro, 

56. 
Bysye, pi. busy, officious, 226. 
Byt, bites, 61, 62, 66. 
Byt, biddeth, prayeth, 29, 110, 

135. 
Byter, bitter, sour, 82, 129. 
Bytere^i>Z. 150. 
Byte)), pi. bite, 61. 
Byf = bye)>, are, 17, 26, 102. 
Byuealde, befolded, 8. 
Byuly, avoid, 134. 
Byzylyche, busily, 79. 

Cachio, catch, to drive out or 
from, 178; O.Fr. chacieTy 
caclner ; cf. modem phrase 
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^caught off.' See Glossary 
to * Genesis and ExodiLs,^ 
* Cacchyn^ away, fugo, agito, 
abigo, eflFugo.' Pr. Parv. 

Calices, chalices, 41. 

Calketreppen, pits or snares, 131 ; 
A.S. calca-trippa, trap, snare ; 
cf. Fr. cfiausse-trappey caltrap, 
tribulus, murinus (Wr. Voc. 
140), K. Alys, L 60, 70. See 
note on this word in Promp- 
torium, voL i. p. 59. 

Calowe-mous, bat, 27 ; A.S. caluy 
caluwy bald ; O.H. Ger. chala- 
wer^ bald. The bat is some- 
times called a reremousey from 
the A-S. hrere, raw. 

Can, knows, 58, 94, 135. 

Candele, /. candle, candelle, 102 
206. 

Caorsins, Sarasins, usurers, 35. 

Capiteles, chapters, 1. 

Capiteles, capitals, 43. 

Capons, 38. 

Cardinales, Cardinals, adj. pi. car- 
dinal, head, 3, 123, 124. 

Cardinals, sb. 124. 

Carkej>, produces, 230. 

Caroyne, carrion, 86. 

Carten, carts, 35. 

Cartere, carter, 160. 

Cas, case, chance, as in he-cos = 
perchance, 36, 42, 70, 115. 

Castel, Castele, castle, 1, 43, 
121, 154 ; pi. casteles, 149. 

Catel, wealth, 35, 36; O.Fr. 



catdy chatd ; Lat. capitale. 
Cause, 224. 
Cedre, cedar, 131, 
Cellen, cells, 267. 
Chace]), drives, 171. 
Chald, Cheald, cold, chiUed, 47, 

138, 152, 170; A.S. ceald, 

cold, cold. 
Chalenge, false claim, 34. 
Chalengef, ^Z. accuse, 43; O.Fr. 

chalengler ; Lat. mluinniari. 

See Glossary to Hampole's P. 

ofC. 
Chalis, chalice, 167. 
Chambren, chambers, 224. 
Chancelier, chancellor, 243. 
Chapele; chapel, 56. 
Chapfare, Chapuare, chaffer, un- 
fair dealing, 34, 35, 44, 90, 

120 ; pi. cheapfares, 36, 45. 
Chapfari, vh. to chaffer, trade, 

162 ; A.S. cedpy a bargain, 

sale ; cedpian^ to buy ; ferian^ 

to bear, carry. 
Chapitele, Chapitle, chapter, 136, 

220. 
Chapman, merchant, 77, 158 ; 

pi. chapmen, 76. 
Chapuare, chaffer, 191. 
Charge]), loadeth, 97 ; see R of 

GL 13, 416. 
Charitable, 145. 
Charite, 79 ; pi. charites, 83. 
Charmeres, charmers, 69. 
Charmes, 43. 
Chast, Chaste, chaste, 203, 221. 
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Chastete, Chastotee, 4, 159, 181, 

202. 
Chaste]), chastise, 17, 69, 100, 

147, 156. 
Chasthede, chastity, 230. 
Chasti, to chastise, chasten, 8, 

148, 158, 221 ; O.Fr. chmtier, 
Chastinge, chastening, chastise- 
ment, 68. 

Chastisement, 17. 

Chastliche, chastely, in purity, 
221. 

Chaynen, Chaincs, chains, 214, 
264. 

Cheake, cheek, 248. 

Chealde, pi cold, 242. 

Cheap, cheape market, 36 ; * grat 
cheap,' * greate cheape,* abund- 
ant, plentiful, 256. Qt cheep ; 
pretium. Pr. Parv. 

Cheapfare, chaffer, 35, 36. See 
Chapfare. 

Cheapfares, chaffers, bargains, 36, 
45. 

Cheas, chose, 77. 

Cheaste, chiding, strife, 30, 65, 
66; pi cheastes, 57, 138; 
A.S. ceastf strife, dispute, con- 
tention. See Piers Plough. 
1. 8946. 

Chef, chaff, 62, 137, 138 ; ohliq, 

case, cheue, 210; A.S. ceaf; 

O. Dutch kaf. 

Cheker, chess-board, 45, 46. 

Chele, chill, cold, 75 ; A.S. c?le ; 

O.II.Gcr. chuoUjpl Cheles, 1 24. 



Chenaille, O.Fr. dogs, 112. 
Cherche, church, 7, 8. 
Cherchen, churches, 30, 43. 
Cherchetounes, church-towns, 41. 
Cherl, churl, 76; A.S. cmrl ; 
0. Dutch Jceerl (vir, rusticus) ; 
pi. cherles, 112. 
Ches, chess, 52. 
Cheue, chaff, 210. See Chef. 
Chewy nge, sh chewing, 111. 
Chide, 67. 
Chidinge, sh. chiding, strife, 30, 

65, QQ. 
Chiere = chere^ cheer, 155, 193 ; 
O.Fr. cherey countenance, en- 
tertainment, cheer. 
Chiese, Chise, Chyo^Q = clieose, 
86, 93, 101, 165 ; AS. ceosan, 
to choose ; O.Sax. kiosaiu 
Chiesef, pi choose, 45. 
Child, Tteut. 58, 84 ; ohliq. case, 

childe, 82. 
Childbedde, 224. 
Childhede, childhood, 82. 
Cliildhedes, childishnesses, 207. 
Childi, to bring forth a child, 
224. See Orm. 156. ChUdln, 
parere (Pr. Parv.). 
Chinne, chin, 50. 
Chise, choose, 93. 
Chomberier, chamberer, 171. 
Chombro, chamber, room, 215. 
Chonge, change, 104. 
Chongef, changeth, 129 ; pi 

change, 42. 
Chongi, to change, 104. 
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Chonginde, changing, 104, 105, 

120. 
Chyaste = cheaste, strife, 67. 
Chyese, choose, 86. 
Chyest, chooseth, 126. 
Chyewe = cheowe, to chew, 111 ; 

A.S. cemcan^ O.H. Grer. cliiu' 

wan, to chew. 
Chyezc]>, pi, choose, 165. 
Chyezinge = cheosinge, election, 

42. 
Cite, city, 49 ; j?Z. cites, 43, 

149. 
Clauen, claws, 61; A.S. da ; 

O.Sax. clawa ; 0,1LGct, cJdoa ; 

pi. chlawen, claw. 
Claustres, cloisters, 267. 
Clene, clean, pure, 73. 
Clenlich, Clenliche, adj. clean, 

45, 216. 
Clenliche, cleanly, in purity, 6, 

48, 76, 120, 138. 
Clennesse, purity, 75, 201, 202. 
Clensi, Clensy, to cleanse, purify, 

75, 137, 271 ; A.S. clamdan, 
Clenzef, cleanseth, 73, 74, 88, 

106, 171. 
Clepede, called, 190. 
Cleper, clapper (of a mill), 58 ; 

O.Dutch, Mepperiy pulsare, 

sonare. 
Clepest, callest, 100. 
Clepe]>, calls, 17, 21, 22, 2Q, 58, 

72, 78, 79, 81, 168. 
Clcpie]j,pZ. call, 69, 72, 74, 112, 

164. 



Clepie, to caU, 42, 43, 64 ; A.S. 

deopian, dypian, to call. 
Clepiyf = cZepyeJj, call. 111. 
Cleregye, Clei-gie, Clergye, clergy, 

learning, 16, 18, 71, 78, 81, 

90. 
Clergyes, sciences, 89. 
Clerek, Clierk, clerk, scholar, 23, 

25, 49, 78. 
Clerekes, Clerkes, Clierkes, scho- 
lars, 39, 42, 46, 78. 
Clemesse, clearness, brightness, 

95. 
Cleuiinde, Cleuiynde, cleaving, 

I)eTsi8tent, lasting, convincing, 
. 54, 98, 107; A.S. deofian ; 

O.H.Ger. cMehen, cleave, stick 

to. 
Cleuiyndeliche, completely, 103. 
Clicpe)) = clepef, calls, 125. 
Clicne, clean, 224. 
Clier, Clyer, Clyre, clear, 24, 78, 

104, 159, 167 ; O.Fr. der, 
Clierliche, Clyerliche, clearly, 88, 

155, 174, 243. 
Cliff, Ciyf|), climbs, 131, 132, 

145, 219 ; A.S. difan, to ad- 
here to ; O.N. kltfaj scandere. 

Cf. O.E. daveren, to climb ; 

Dutch klaveren ; Dan. klavre, 

to climb. 
Cliiie, Clyue, to climb, 23, 26, 89, 

127, 162. 
Cliuen, pret, ph climbed, 126. 
Cliuef, pi. climb, ascend, 164, 

246. 
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Clom, silence, 266. See Clomsed, 

in Glossary to Hampole. 
CloJ), cloth, 45 ; ohliq, case, cloJ)e, 

188 ; pi. clothes, 47, 128. 
Clojmde, i?f. clothed, 133. 
Clofe]), imp, clothe, 265. 
CloJ?inge, sh, clothing, 154, 165. 
Cloystre, cloister, 151, 242. 
Cloystrers, 67. 
Clyerer, clearer, 267. 
Coccou, Cockou, cuckow, 22, 59. 
Col, coal, ohliq, case, cole, 82, 

126, 205 ; pi coles, 205 ; A.S. 

coL 
CoUacious, 155. 
Colour, Colur, Colurs, 15, 62, 81, 

177. 
Colrik, 157. 
Colt, Colte, 185, 220. 
Coluer, Colure, dove, 142 ; A.S. 

cuXfre, a dove, pigeon ; O.E. pi. 

colueren. 
Coluer-hous, dove-cote, 142. 
Com, came, 26; imp. »ing, 185. 
Come, inf. to come, 87, 98 ; suhj, 

pi, 93, WQ^imp, pi, 137. 
Comen, 2>Z. ^e^. came, 130. 
Comene, gerund, to come, 106, 

152. 
Come)),pZ. come, 27, 91, 92. 
Cominde, Comynde, coming, 264. 
Comyde=Comynde, coming, 264. 
Commun, Comun, Commime, com- 
mon, 37, 48, 102, 147. 
Communliche, commonly, 145, 

146. 



Communy, to share, 102. 

Comparer, 243. 

Comparisoun, 81, 92, 235. 

Compassion, 148. 

Complexion, 157. 

Comst, comest, 239. 

Comste, comest thou, 264. 

Com)), Comef, cometh, come, 18, 
19, 26, 51, 87, 89, 161. 

Comunliche, commonly, 145. 

Comynge-a3en, return, 87. 

ConceyueJ), conceiveth, 136. 

Condecendre, condescend, 157. 

Condicion, 173. 

Condicions, conditions, 172. 
Xondue)), leadeth, 122. 

ConfermijConfermy, confirm, 109, 
121. 

ConfermeJ), confirm, 105, 106, 
122. 

Conferminge, confiiming, 14. 

Confessour, 172. 

Confort, comfort, 96, 142. 

Conforted, 160. 

Confortej>, comforts. 111, 160, 
161. 

Conforti, to comfort, 160. 

Confusion, Confuzion, 229. 

Conioun, 76. 

Conne, inf, to know, can, be able, 
21,70, 73, 94, 98, 104, 117, 
130, 148; pi, 46, 58, 59, 
82, 86, 100, 126, 132; 2nd 
pers, 118 ; A. S. cunnan, 

ConneJ), pi, know, 249. 

Connynge, knowledge, 115, 122. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



GLOSSABIAL INDEX. 



301 



Consayle, 122. 
Conaentedo, pret, 249. 
Consentemens, Consentement, 

consent, 11, 19. 
Consent!, to consent, 10, 73, 117, 

170, 176. 
Consen tinge, 117, 176. 
Conspiracions, conspiracies, 23. 
Constance, constancy, 167. 
Contac, Contak, contest, dispute, 

15, iO;pl Contakes, 63. 
Contemplacion, 204, 247. 
Contemplatif,ContempIatiue, 199, 

247. 
Contrarie, Contrarye, contrary, 

14, 136, 151. 
Contraries, 123. 
Contrarioua, 28. 
Contraye, country, 130." 
Conuersacioun, 96, 112, 241. 
Coppea, cups, 30. 
Corage, courage, 164. 
Corde, 58. 
Corn, 62, 140;^. comes (grains), 

233. 
Comardyes, deceits, 130. 
Comees (O.^r.), customs or duties 

on com and cattle, 38. 
Comyeres, comers, 124. 
Coroune, crown, 168, 169. 
Corounede, ^;Z. crowned, 234. 
Corounes, crowns, 15, 116, 169. 
Corsinge, Corsynge, cursing, 28, 

97. 
Cort, court, 137, 256. 
Cortays, courteous, 112; O.Fr. 



cortois, 
Cortayseliclie,Cortei8liche, courte- 
ously, 106, 118, 160, 195. 

Comp. Cortayslaker, 163. 
Cortaysie, Cortaysye, courtesy, 

civility, 36, 97, 98. 
Corteys, courteous, 21, 22, 35, 

113. See Cortays. 
Corteysye, Corteyzie, courtesy, 

75, 118; pi corteysyes, 162. 
Cortoys, courteous, 100, 188. 
Cormpcion, 227. 
Corupt, 82. 
Cost, 58, 113, 119, 137, 176 ; 

O.Dutch kosty sumptus, expen- 

Bum. 
Costes, expenses, 40. 
Costnede, cost, 145. 
Costne]), costeth, 75, 121. 
Costningge, expense, 151. 
CostuoUe, dear, expensive, 229. 
Cosyn, Cosyne, cousin, 89. 
Cou, cow, 56 ;^Z. Ken, 191. 
Couaitise, Couaytise, Couaytyse, 

covetousness, 2, 11, 16, 34, 

125, 154. 
Couaytous, Couaytouse, covetous, 

80, 136, 154, 197. 
Couche, 171. 
Couent, convent, 110, 219. Cf. 

Covent Garden, 
Coueytise, covetousness, 137. 
Coupe, cup, pi. coupes, 35. ; 
Coustouse, expensive, dear, 228 ; 

O.Fr. coudy expense, cost. 
Coufe, could,knew, 105,126,133. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



302 



GLOSSARIAL INDEX. 



Coufen, Cofen, pL could, knew, 

78, 168. 
Crammeles, crumbs, grains, 253. 
Crane, 56. 
Crayme, Creyme, chrism, cream, 

41, 93. 
Credo, creed, 12. 
Creft, ohliq. case, craft, art, power, 
35, 45, 90, 116, 157; A.S. 
craeft, O.Fris. krefi. 
Creftes, handicrafts, 178. 
Crete, cradle (cf. mod. Eng. 
crate), 137. Crate is generally 
derived from Lat. crates, wicker 
or hurdle work. It. crate, a 
hurdle ; but crete, a cradle, may 
be from A.S. crata, a cart. 
Cristen, siiij. Christian, 93. 
Cristendom, Cristendome, Chris- 
tendom, christening, Chris- 
tianity, 64, 101, 145. 
Cristene, sing. def. fonn, Chris- 
tian, 165. 
Cristene, pL Christian, 79, 93, 

114,145. 
Cristcsmesse, Christmas, 213. 
Cristni, to christen, baptize, 107. 
Cristninge, christening 14, 74, 

107, 119. 
Crokede, ^Z. crooked, 224. 
Croki, to crook, curl, 177. 
Crouche, cross. 111. 
Crouchen, crosses, 41. 
Cruelote, 15. 

Cryepe, = creope, creep, move, 
107 ; A.S. creopian. 



Curiouseliche, curiously, careful- 
ly, 176. 

Dales, days, 198. 
Damozele, damsel, 72. 
Damnede, 51. 
Damnef, condemns, 115. 
Damni, condemn, damn, 137. 
Danes = deanes, vales, dales, 39, 
59 ; dean, A.S. den, denu, is a 
common element in local names 
in the S. of England. 
Dar, dare, 32, 67, 70, 83. 
Daye (obliq, case of day), 7, 13, 

14. 
Dayes, days, 7, 13. 
Daynede, deigned, 76, 126. 
Daynef, deigneth, 18, 196. 
Dajes, messe da3es, days, 214. 
Deade, pL dead, 86. 
Deadlich, deadly, 47, 223. 
Deadwed, mortgage, 36. 
Deaj)o (obliq. case), death, 87, 
129; deaJ>os ((/en. sin/;.), 130; 
A.S. dead. 
Deau, dew, 91, 136, 144 ; A.S. 

denw. 
Deawe (ohliq. case), dew, 91. 
Decendef, descendeth, 123. 
Decendi, to descend, 123. 
Deceyued, deceived, 79. 
Deceyui, to deceive, 82. 
Deciple, disciple, 13, 96. 
Dedbote, satisfaction, amend, 32, 

33 ; A.S. d(^~hot. 
Dede, did, put, placed, caused. 
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78, 86, 114, 133, 211, 216. 
Dede, sK deed, 10, 12, 21, 74. 
Deden, pret. ^>Z. did, caused, made, 

72, 78, 181. 
Dedes, deeds, 10, 73, 137. 
Dedest, didst, 21. 
Defaced, obliterated, 190. 
Defayled, wearied, overcome (with 

weariness,) 33. 
Defaute, lack, want, 33, 73, 261 ; 
ph defautes, 73, 78, 108, 131, 
132. 
Dcfende)), defends, excuses, 22, 

61. 
Defende]>, ^Z. defend, excuse, 38, 

69. 
Defendi, to defend, 157. 
Befouled, defiled, 167. 
Defoulent, defileth, 182. 
Defouli, defile, 221. 
Degres, Dogrez, degrees, 123, 267. 
Del, deal, part, 17, 86, 175 ; A.S. 

Dele, to separate, 76 ; A.S. dcklan. 

Deles, Delles, divisions, parts, 17, 
50, 60, 153; properties, 125. 

Delices, delights, 24. 

Delite]), delighteth, 47. 

Deliti, Delyty, to delight, 82, 91. 

Deliure, imp. deliver, 110, 118. 

Deliured, Delyured, pp, deliver- 
ed, 87, 118. 

Dcliurede, pret. delivered, 95, 1 28. 

Deliuri, Delyuri, to deliver, 12, 
13, 103, 117, 198. 

Deliure f, delivereth, 128. 



Deliureonse, liberty, 86. 
Delles, parts, 164. 
Delue, delve, dig, undermine, 
108 ; A. S. ddf-auj to dig, delve. 
Delyty, to delight, 82. 
Delyury, to deliver, 270. 
Demde, judged, 175. 
Deme, to deeyriy judge, decide, dis- 
criminate, 13, 74, 76, 82, 126; 
A.S. demariy to judge. 
Demere, judge, 12, 62, 131, 138 ; 

A.S. demere. 
Demeres, judges, 39, 215, 227. 
Demf, judgeth, deemeth, 27, 28, 

74, 125, 138. 
Demynges, opinions, censures, 27. 

Denyes, deaneries, 42. 

Depe, to dip, 106 ; A.S. depan. 

Depf, dippeth, 107. 

Derie, to hurt, 126, 166; A.S. 
derian, derif/an, to hurt, harm, 
annoy. 

Deriynde, hurtful, injurious, 63. 

Deme, secret, 143 ; A.S. df/riie. 

Derrer, dearer, 36. 

Derye, to hurt, injure. See^ Derie. 

Deryinde, hurtful, injurious, 63. 

Des, dice, 45. 

Descended, descends, 123. 

Descriue]), 2;Z. describe, 168. 

Deserited, disinherited, 30. 

Desert, Dezert, 67, 131, 240. 

Desertesoun, desertion, 48. 

Desgised, distinguished, 97. 

Desgyze)), disguiseth, 158. 

Desiri, to desire, 244. 
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Desordene, inordinate, 46. 

Despayred, 34. 

Despendi, to spend. DespendeJ), 
spendeth, 19, 41, 53, 187. 

Despense, spending, cost, 21, 55. 

Despit, contempt, despising, de- 
spite, 19, 20, 21, 69. 

Desputede, 79. 

Desspendoure, almoner {trea. 
surer), 190. 

Dest, dost, 118, 129, 159. 

Destempringe, distempering, 153. 

Destincti, distinguish, 152. 

Destorbe, disturb. Destorbed, 
disturbed, 212. Destorbef, dis- 
turbs, 179. 

Destorbinge, disturbance, 225. 

Destmd, destroyed, 30. 

Destrue, to destroy, 28, 117. 

Destraef, Destrui]>, destroyeth, 
destroy, 35, 36, 43. 

Detraccion, 10. 

Dette, debt, 35, 120, 135, 222. 

Dettes, debts, 113, 115. 

De]>, doetb, causeth, placeth, 31, 
58, 67, 97, 102 ; * def aye,' 
breaketh, doth against, 57. 

Deuines == deuineres, diviners, 1 9. 

Deuisi, deuise,name, tell, 73, 100, 
103, 144. 

Deuocion, Deuocioun, 33, 107, 
136, 210, 226. 

Deuoutelicbe, devoutly, 134, 211, 
215, 225. 

Diaknen, deacons, 190. 

Diaymont, diamond, 187. 



Dicb, ditch, 57. 

Diciplines, 240. 

Diere, Dyere, dear, beloved, 36, 
44 ; dearly, 194. 

Dierfe, deamess, scarcity, 256. 

Dieuel, Dyeuel, devil, 15. 

Difference, 10,210. 

Digneliche, worthily, 20. 

Diligence, 238. 

Diligent, 32, 220. 

Diligontliche, diligently, 70. 

Dingnet6, dignity, 24, 112, 119, 
145. 

Dingnetes, Dyngnetes, dignities, 
26, 42. 

Dingneste, worthiest, 109. 

Dingnelyche, wortbily, properly, 
267. 

Discord, 43, 75, 157. 
Discordance, 259. 
Discrecion, 242, 256, 255. 
Disete=Disese, sorrow, grief, 57. 
Disordene, inordinate, immoder- 
ate, unrestrained, 34, 48. 
Disordenliche, immoderately, 55, 

259. 

Dispendede, expended, 128. 
Dispendef, ) pass the time, spend, 
Despendejj, ) 7. 
Dispoyly, spoil, rob, 45. 
Dissiplines, disciplines, 236, 250. 
Dissuol, dishful, 120. 
Distemperance, distempering, 153. 
Diners, obstinate, 68. 
Diners, Diuerse, diverse, different, 
15, 42, 124, 244. 
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Diuerses, p/. varionfl, 162. 

IKuerseJ), differs, 124. 

Dijt, orders, directs, prepares, 11, 

24, 124, 147, 222. 
Dijte, to order, direct, ordain, 

separate, put fixnn, 210 ; A.S. 

dihty a disposing, ordering; 

dihtany to order, arrange. 
Dijte, should distribute, 147. 
Dijtere, director, 100 ; A.S. 

diMere, 
DijteJ), pi, direct, adorn, 7, 47. 
Di3tinge, decoration, adorning, 

24, 47, 215. 
Dij tinges, divisions, 17. 
Do, put, cause, 210 j 247. 
T>Q,pp. done, 68, 124. 
DobbleJ), doblej), doubleth, 22, 

48. 
Doere, doer, 135. 
Doinde, doing, 194. 
Dol, division, 112. See Del 
Doles, divisions, 17. 
Dolue, should delve, break into, 

263. 
Dom, ohliq. case. Dome, doom, 

judgment, opinion, 6, 10, 13, 

37, 74 ; justice, equity, 113, 

124, 127, 148 ; A.S. dSm. 
Domb, dumb, 1, 179. 
Dombeypl dumb, 56. 
Domes, verdicts, 40. 
Domesman, judge, 115. 
Domesmen, judges, 38, 44. 
Done, to do, to be done, 8, 9, 11, 

68, 74. 



Dong, obliq, caae^ Donge, dung, 
61, 75, 77, 81, 137, 216. 

Donghel, dunghill, 81, 230. 

Dore, door, 210, 255. 

Doreward, doorkeeper, 121, 263. 

Dorilot, 177. 

Dorre, Dorren, pi. dare, 22, 32, 
78. 

Dorste, p?. durst, 143. 

Dorstest, durst, 73. 

DoJ), pi, doth, place, set, cause, 
69, 72, 73. 

Doumb, Doumbe, dumb, 51, 224. 

Doust, dust, 26, 108. 

D03, dough, 205. 

Dorter, daughter, 26. 

Dojtren, daughters, 140. 

Draf, dreggs, 93. 

Dragoune, 174. 

Draye, dry, 137, 240. 

Dn^e, to draw, lead to, lead out, 
10, 12, 77, 79, 137, 186. 

Dr^QyPp, drawn. 

Dra3J, draweth, leadeth, 15, 43, 
100; taketh away, 40, 41; 
treats, 45. 

Drajef, J??, draw, lead, 43, 147. 

Dn^fe, treatise, 251, 260. 

Drede, fear, 4, 32, 74. 

Drede, doubt, 105. 

DredeJ), pL dread, fear, 74, 84, 
86, 138. 

Dreduol, dreadful,fearful, cautious, 
timid, 14, 15, 16, 22, 70, 144. 

DreduoUe, pi fearful, 116; ter- 
rible, 42, 70 ; horrible, 189. 
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DreduoUer, more fearful, more 

cautious, 117. 
Drench, sb. drink, 130. 
Drenche, to drink; 3rd nng, 

DringJ), 251, 248. 
Dret, dreadeth, 26, 34, 116, 125, 

203. 
Drinkeres, drinkers, 47. 
DrincJ), drinketh, 137, 245, 247. 
Drinkj), drinketh, 95, 251. 
DrinkeJ>, pi. drink, 248. 
Dronke, pp. drunken, 75, 107, 

127, 247. 
Dronkehede, drunkenness, 260. 
Dronkenese, drunkenness, 248. 
Drope, drop, 75, 91, 92, 189. 
Dropen, drops, 84, 92. 
Dropes, drops, 92, 
Droj, drew, led out, 13. 
Drojen, treated, 164. 
Dru3}>e, drought, 68. 
Dryff, driveth, 75. 
DryngJ), drencheth, 248. 
Dyacne, deacon, 190. 
Dyad, Dyead, 8, dead, 12, 71, 82. 
Dyad, dead, 126. 
Dyade, i>Z. dead, 13, 30. 
Dyade, ohliq, case, 263. 
Dyadlich, Dyeadlich, a. mortal, 

deadly, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 73, 

110, 144. 
Dyadliche, Dyeadliche, pi. and 

de/, fonn of the adj., 9, 70, 

113. 
Dyadliche, Dyeadliche, adv. 

deadly, 6, 7, 86, 225. 



Dyaf, deaf, 1. 
Dyakne, deacon, 225. 
Dyaknes, deacons, 235. 
Dyamod, = Dyamond, diamond. 
DyaJ), Dyeaj), ohliq. case, Dya^, 

dyea])e, 7, 12, 13, 23, 27, 69, 

70, 71, 72, 86, 95. 
Dyau,*deau, dew, 144. 
Dyaue, Dyeaue, deaf; 189, 211, 

224. 
Dyead, dead, 240. 
Dyeadlich, mortal, 244, 247. 
Dyere, dear, precious, 36, 68, 79, 

123. 
Dyere, adv. dearly, 73, 133, 194. 
Dyep, Dyepe, deep, 211, 264. 
Dyepenesse, deepness, depth, 105, 

211. 
Dyeuel, devil, 15, 65. 
Dyeuele, oUiq. case, 1, 16, 19, 86. 
Dyeules, devil's, 77. 
Dyeulen, Dyeules, devils, 17, 73, 

83, 86. 
Dyuers, obstinate, hard, 68. 
Dyuerse, pi. divers, 73. 
Dy3te, disposed, ordained, 270. 

Ealde, def. old, 169 ; A.S. eald, 

old. See Aid. 
Ealde, i?Z. old, 102,166. 
Ealdinge, becoming old ; 95, A.S. 

ealdian, to grow old. 
Eare, ear, 189. 
Earen, ears, 204, 249. 
Ech, ohliq. case Eche, each, 11, 

12, 17, 18, 62, 71, 104. 
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Echedaye, each day, 16, 
Echedayes, adv. daily, 112. 
Echen (of, to, ine), each, 11, 13, 

63, 119, 121, 122, 124, 125, 

147. 
Eddre, adder, serpent, 26, 61, 

150 ; A.S. imddre. 
Eddren, serpents, 61, 203. 
Edefie, 197. 
Eft, Efte, again, 12, 13, 33, 71, 

80. 
Efter, after, 66. 
Efter])an, afterwards, 24. 
Efterward, afterward, 24, 25. 
Eft8one,Eftzone, eftsoon, 73, 229. 
Elde age, old age, 11, 69^ 71, 

220 ; A.a eldo, yldo. 
Eldeste, eldest, 6, 104. 
Eldringes, elders, 35, 118; A.S. 

ealdoTy an elder. 
Eles, O.E. owels, awls, 66 ; A.S- 

cbZ, dl, aicelf an awl, needle, 

hook. 
Elifans, elephant, 224. 
Elleshuer, elsewhere, 211. 
Elmesse, alms, 17, 76. 
Elmessen, pi. alms, 198. 
Emcristen = O.K evencrtsten, 

fellow-christian, 10, 199 ; A.S. 

em, (in comp.) even. 
Emeroydes, emeralds, 77. 
Emne, even, 151 ; A.S. emne. 
Emni, to make equal to, 16 ; A.S. 

emnian, 
Emparement, becoming worse, 

148. 



Emperour, Emperur, 71, 78, 100, 

101. 
Empire, Empirite, empire, 85. 
Emti, empty, 143 ; A.S. enUig. 
Emtej), empties, 58. 
Enchauntemens, enchantments, 

43. 
Encheysones, Enchesons, causes, 

205, 206. 
Encheysoun, Enchesoun, Enchei- 

soun, Encheyson, reason, cause, 

68, 205, 206, 217. 
Endaunture, taming, 220. 
Ende, end, death, 33, 68. 
Endi, Endy,toend, 110, 113, 115. 
Endinge, death, end, 31, 71. 
Englis, English, 1. 
Englisse, pi. 5. 
Engrined, ensnared, entrapped, 

154. See Grine. 
Eni, Eny, eing. any, 16, 21, 89, 
. 115 ; obliq. caae^ enie, 119. 
Enie, Enye,^/. any, 5, 21, 68. 
Enlefte, eleventh, 14, 49 ; A.S. 

endlufoTif eleven ; endlyfta^ 

eleventh. 
Enne, ace. one, 129, 244 ; A.S. 

deut one. 
Ennelepi, single, 75, the same 

145 ; A.S. amlepig, dnlipig, 

each, every, singular. 
Ententiflyche, attentively, 210. 
Entremes, entries, 56. 
Entremetti, meddle with, 152. 
Enuenimed, Enuenymed, poison- 
ed, 27, 203. 
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Enuenymej), Enueymef, poisons, 

26, 62. 
Enuie, Enuye, envy, 7, 16, 26, 

67, 75. 
Enuious, dng, 27. 
Enuiouse, ph 27. 
Eppel, apple, ohllq, caae^ epple, 

64, 82, 84. 
Ereges, O.Fr. heretics, 40. 
Eresye, heresy, 69. 
Eretiks, heretics, 182. 
Ermitage, hermitage, 250. 
Eritage, heritage, 36, 39, 101, 

102. 
Erl, earl, 71, 86. 
Erles, 224. 
Errour, 69, 70. 
Erfan, before that, 160. 
ErJ)e, earth, 2, 5, 12, 67, 89. 
Erf lich, earthly, terrestrial, 75. 
ErfUche,i??. earthly, 6, 149, 250. 
Eiye, Erie, to ear, 214 ; A.S. 

erian, till, plough, ear. 
Esssse, ash, 137. 
Est, eatest, 54. 
Et, imp, eat, 50. 
Ete, to eat, 50, 51, 95. 
Etene, to eat, 51, 146. 
Eteres, eaters, 47. 
Etej), pi eat, 54, 61. 
Eth, eateth, 51, 52, 53, 95 ; imp^ 

54. 
Ethe, Ethene, to eat, 52, 177. 
Ethen, pret. pi ate, 206. 
Etheth,pZ. eat, 182. 
Etinge, eating, b%. 



End, Euele, »ing, evil, 86 ; 

disease, 202. 
Euele, pH. evil, wicked, 20, 66, 

69; adv, badly, wickedly, 68, 

110. 
Eueles, evils, ills, diseases, 153, 

224. 
Euelwyl, malice, 114. 
Eure, ever, 48, 71. 
Eurebleuinge, eternity, 105. See 

Bleue. 
Eurich, Eurych, every, 268. 
Eureichen, Eurichen, ace, every 

one, 146. 
Eurelestinde, everlasting, 95, 97, 

104. 
Euremo, evermore, 5, 13, 14, 55. 
Eurinne, ace, everyone, 136. 
Ewangelist, 230. 
ExameneJ), examines, 184, 256. 
Examined, 137. 
Examini, to examine, 153. 
Excuse]), excuses, excuse, 33, 61, 

69. 
Excusi, to excuse, 7. 
Exequitours, executors, 38. 
Exil,215. 

Eyder, either, each, 66. 
Eyr, 62. 

Eyren, eggs, 174. See Aye. 
Eyrs, heirs, 102, 107. 
Eyse, ease, pleasure, 48, 24, 94. 
Eyses, pleasures, 204. 
Eysy, to ease, please, 82. 
E^e, eye, 75, 81. 
Ejen, eyes, 19, 75, 81. 
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Ey3te, eight, 45. 

Ejtende, E3tende, eighth, 2, 10. 

FaileJ), fails, 186. 

Faili, to fail, 209. 

Failiude, failing, slothful, 32. 

Falj, to fail, 173. 

Fauc, scythe, 251. 

Fauour, 230. 

Fayle)>, sing, & pL fails, fail, 33, 

68, 171, 210. 
Fayl^, to fail, 32, 195. 
Fayntise, deceit, 26. 
Fel, fierce, savage, 66. 
Felhede, fierceness, 29, 159. 
Fellaker, more fiercely, 174. 
Felle, def, fierce, 66, 50; fierce one, 

30 ; superl Felliste, 61. 
Feller, fiercer, 61. 
Felonie, Felonye, felony, crime, 

30, 67, 149, 150. 
Felonyes, crimes, 66. 
Feloun, felon, wretch, 29, 30. 
Feruent, 121. 

Feste, feast, entertainment, 156. 
Festes, feasts, 7, 26, 41, 213. 
Feure, fever, 29. 
Fiaunce, affiance, confidence, trust, 

164. 
Fiebble, Fyeble, feeble, 31. 
Fiebles, feeble ones, 148. 
Fieblene, ace. feeble, 227. 
Filosofe, Filozofe, philosopher, 

164, J26. 
Filosofie, philosophy, 164. 
Figure, 234. 



Fisician, Fisicien, physician, 143, 

172. 
Fisike, Fizike, physic, 53, 54. 
Flatour, flatterer, 257. 
Flatours, flatterers, 257. 
Flechchi, to flinch, waver, 253. 
Fleumatike, phlegmatic, 157. 
Flom, Flum, 95, 202, stream. 
Flour, flower, 230. 
Flour, 210. 
Flouref, flowers, 28. 
Flouringe, bloom, flowering, 36. 
Fol, Fole, foolish, 22, 23, 26, 46, 

64, 68. 
Fol, fool, 59, 205. 
Foleant, foolish, 244. 
Folebayrie, O.Fr. ambition, 17. 
Foles, fools, 86, 164, 212. 
Folie, folly, 70. 
FoHes, Folyes, 10, 16, 52, 66. 
Folliche, foolish, 23, 43, 64. 
FoUiche, foolishly, 141. 
Fomayse, furnace, 205. 
Fomicacion, 4, 6, 47. 
Forre, O.Fr. doubly, 59. This 

word is adopted from the Fr. 

text. 
Forriers, harbingers, 195. 
Fourme, form, 87, 220. 
Friinges, fryings, 23. 
Frotef, stth. rubs, 155. 
Frut, fruit, 38. 
Fructefide, 234. 
Fyeble, feeble, 157. 
Fyeblesse, feebleness, 33, 69. 
Fyebleste, feeblest, 148. 
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Gabbej), pi, talk, chatter, 69 ; 

A.S. gabban, to scoff. 
GradereJ),2>/. gather, 101. 
Gaderi, to gather, collect, 120, 

133. 
Gadermge, gathering, 192. 
Gamelos, chameleon, 62. 
Ganglinde, jangling, chattering, 

226. 
Gardin, Gardyne, 94, 97. 
Gardins, 38. 
Gardyner, 94. 
Gauel, usury (exorbitant), 9, 36; 

A.S. ga/olf tax, tribute. 
Gaueleres, money-lenders, usurers, 

35, 36, 135. 
Gauelinge, Grauelynge, usury, 34, 

35. 
Gauelockes, fetters, 207. ' 
Gelt, sin, trespass, guilt, 30, 104 ; 

Gelte, obliq, case, 74 ; Greltes, 

offences, 15. 
Gelti, Gelty, guilty, 176. 
Geme, game, gambling, 34, 45, 

46. 
Gememen, gamblers, 63. 
Gemene, game, play, 46. 
Gemenes, games, 45, 213. 
General, 14. 
Generalliche, generally, 9, 14^ 16, 

17. 
Greneralliche, catholic, 14. 
Gentil, Gentyl, 2, 76. 
Gentilesse, nobility, 89. 
Gentylete, 89. 
Gentile, 2>Z. 89. 



Gerde, gird, 236. 

Gerdel, girdle, 236 ; obliq. ease^ 

gerdle, pi, gerdles, 236. 
Gerlondes, garlands, 71. 
Germayn (bro^r), 146. 
Gemier, Gemiere, gamer, 191. 
Gerse, Gerze, grass, 28, 121. See 

Agerse. 
Gerten, pi, girded, 236, 254. 
Gres, a short strap with ring at- 
tached roimd the feet of a 

hawk, 264 ; Fr. gects, from 
" Lat. jacere, to cast. 
Gest, goest, 129, 130. 
Gest, guest, stranger, 249. 
GeJ>, goes, 56, 57. 
Gibet, gibbet, 128. 
Gily, Gyly, to b^uile, deceive, 

15, 157, 238. 
Ginnes, snares, 54, 77, 131 ; Fr. 

engifif engine, instrument ; 

O.Fr. engin, fraud, craft. 
Ginninge, Ginninyge, Ginnynge, 

beginning, 12, 14, 16, 28, 32, 

100. 
Gled, glad, 265 ; pi. glede, 268. 
Glede, to rejoice, 265. 
Gledef, rejoiceth, gladdens, 27, 

81. 
Glediej), pi. be glad, rejoice, 238. 
Glediynde, rejoicing, 267. 
Gledlaker, the more gladly, 113. 
GledHche, gladly, 54, 59, 187. 
Glednesse, gladness, 27, 238, 265. 
Gledye, to gladden, r^'oice, 266. 
GledyeJ), rejoice, 258. 
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Gles, glass, 76, 82. 

Glorefye, 270. 

Glorifie)), glorifies, glories, 25. 

Close, 187. 

Glotonye, Glotunye, gluttony, 

248. 
Glotoun, glutton, 50, 53, 248, 
Glotoune, Glotounes, 50, 52, 55. 
Glotounliche, gluttonly, 111. 
Glotounye, Glotunye, Glptony, 

16, 50, 52, 55, 157. 
Glu, cement, 246. 
Godele]), pi. slander, 66. 
Godelinge, slander, evil speaking, 

65. 
Godelinges, slanderers, 66. 
Godhede, 12. 
Godspelle, gospel, 28, 50. 
Godspellere, Godsspellere, eyan- 

geUst, 2, 12, 13, 14. 
Gost, Goste, ghost, spirit, 12, 54 ; 

Gostes, pi. 159. 
Gostlich, sing, spiritual, 27, 29, 

87. 
Gostliche, pZ. 7, 8, 21, 41. 
Gostliche, ghostly, spiritually, 7. 
Goth = ^of, goat, 210. 
Goye, joy, 226. 
Graate, great, 133. 
Grace, 10, 15 ; graces, 17, 79. 
Graciouser, 24. 
Grantef, Grauntef, grants, 7, 

225. 
Grantinge, Grauntinge, granting, 

consent, 10, 11, 47, 211, 212. 
Grantinges, Grauntinges, con- 



sents, 47. 
Grat, great, 17, 18, 19. 
Grater, Gratter, greater, 36, 79, 

116. 
Grateste, Gratteste, greatest, 41, 

44, 88, 140. 
Gratliche, greatly, 47, 156. 
Gratne, ace. great, 238. 
Grayns, 230. 

Greate, Greatte, pi. great, 19, 25. 
Greaten, dot. pi. great, 139. 
Gredden, j?Z. cried, 212. 
Grede, cry, boast, 22, 31, 212 ; 

A.S. grcedariy to cry, call, say. 
Grede)>, proclaim aloud, 148. 
Gredinge, cry, 212; Gredynges, 

talking, chattering, 266. 
GreneJ), becomes green, 95. 
Grenhede, greenness, 28, 94, 97. 
Greny, to become green, 95, 97* 
Grese, 205. 

Gret = gredeth, crieth, 56. 
Greuef, grieves, 142. 
Greui, to grieve, 39. 
Greuousliche, grievously, 47. 
Greynere, gamer, 140. 
Grihond, Gryhond, greyhound, 

75. 
Grines, snares, 77. 8ee Gryn. 
Grislich, horrible, 49, 74. 
Grochej), murmurs, 30, 34, 68. 
Grochi, to murmur, grudge, 67, 

68. 
Grochindeliche, grumblingly, 

grudgingly, 193. 
Grochinge, Grouchinge, murmur- 
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ing, 2, 34, 43, 54, 57, 67. 
Grochinges, 67. 
Gromes, men, grooms, 210 ; A.S. 

ffuma, a man ; O.E. gojne, 
Grond, Grounde, Grande, ground, 

1, 23, 34, 246. 
Groniynge, groaning, 264. 
Granny, to grant, groan, 67. 
Gryhond, greyhound, 75. 
Gryn, snare, trap, 47 ; A.S. grtru 
Guo, go, 32, 60. 
Guod, Guode, sb. good; also 

goods, wealth, money, 5, 6, 10, 

13, 14, 41, 61. 
Guod, adj, good; oNiq. case, 

guode, 2, 6. 
Guoden, dat pi. 72. 
Guodcheap, cheap, 44. 
Guod-doere, benefactor, 135. 
Guode, pi. good, 10, 51 ; def. 2. 
Guodes, goods, 2, 4, 18, 247. 
Guodhede, goodness, 79, 233. 
Guodne, ace. good, 238. 
Guodnesse, goodness, 18, 29, 99. 
Guodnesses, pi. 18. 
Guoinde, going, passing, tempo- 
ral, 120 ; wayfeurer, 196. 
Guoinge, sb. going, 254 ; pi. Guo- 

inges, 231. 
Guonne, to go, 226. 
Guos, goose, 32. 
GuoJ), pi. go, 7, 34, 52. 
Gyly, deceive, 238. 
Gynnes, plans, devices, 28. See 

Ginnes. 



Ha, he, 10, 12, 23, 30, 49, 56. 
Habbe, to have, 5, 7, 9, 10, 11. 
Habbe, let pers. sing, have, 24, 

71. 
Habbej), pi. have, 8, 14, 22, 25, 

32. 
Haf = half, behal£ See Hal£ 
Half; side, hand, 1, 13, 72. 
Halke, comer, retreat, 210 ; A. S. 

heal, angle, comer ; Halkes, ^. 

143. 
Halle, hall, 102. 
Halt, holdeth, esteems, 15, 18, 

19, 23, 26, 128; observes, 

196. 
Haluedele, half-part, half, 36. 
Halues, halves, divisions, 16. 
Hal3ede, hallowed, 40. 
Hal^en, holy ones, saints, 6, 13, 

14, 72. 
Hal3en, holy one, 97, 72, 219 ; 

A.S. halga, a saint. 
Hal3ej), hallows, 106, 237. 
Hal^i, Hal^y, to hallow, 7, 237 ; 

A.S. hdlgi<in. 
Ham, them, 5, 8, 13, 14, 50. 
Ham-zelue, themselves, 5, 16, 40. 
Hand, fern. 149; obliq. case, 

Honde ; pi. Honden, 235. 
Handle)), handle, 235. 
Handlinge, handling, touching, 

46. 
Hap, fortune, chance, 76. 
Hard, Harde, severe, 189. 
Harder, 174. 
Hardi, Hardy, 16, 83, 123. 
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Hardiesse, Hardyesse, boldness, 
83, 162. 

Hardiliclie, Hardyliche, boldly, 
hardily, 18, 76, 143, 208, 233. 

Hardnesse, severity, hardship, 
236, 240. 

Hardylaker, more boldly, 60. 

Hare, her, 76, 181. 

Hare, their, theirs, 72, 73, 144. 

Hare, to them, 116. 

Harkni, to hearken, 63. 

Harmi, Harmy, to harm, 9, 10, 
11, 23, 63, 82. 

Harmuol, HarmuoUe, injurious. 

Harnesses = hardnesses, hard- 
ships, 181. 

Harten = hearten, hearts, 223. 

Hassassis, assassin, 140. 

Haste. See An-haste. 

Hastede, made haste, 174. 

Hasteliche, hastily, 173. 

Hasti, to hasten, 174. 

Hastif, hasty, 183, 184. 

Hat, commands, 8, 78. 

Hateden, pi, hated, 72. 

Hatie, to hate. See Hatye. 

Hatief,i?Z. hate, 43, 114. 

Hatte, is called, 1, 133, 150. 

Hatye, to hate, 73, 74, 101. 

HatyeJ), pi. hate, 72. 

Hauberk, 171. 

Haued, head. See Heaued. 

Hauedliche, capital, 15. 

Haued-zennes, head sins, deadly 
sins, 16. 

Hauene, haven, 183. 



Hazard, 171. 

Healde, hold, keep, observe, 

esteem, 5, 53, 65, 132, 160. 
Healdej),i?Z. hold, 145. 
Heap, Heape, collection, quan- 
tity, 130; assembly, 267. 
Heaued, obliq, case, Heauede, 

head, 1, 2, 16, 57. 
Heaueden, Heaudes, heads, 2, 14, 

15, 16. 
Hed = hield = held, 241. 
Hedde, had, 7, 13, 14, 15. 
Hedde, hid, 129. 
Hedden, had, 31, 77, 126. 
Heddest, hadst, 58. 
Hede, heed, caution, 32, 155. 
Hede, to hide, 44, 163. 
Hede)>, pi. hide, 41. 
Hedinge, secrecy, 196. Robert 

of Gloucester used hudinge, 

secrecy. Cp. O.E. ^tieZ«, hiding 

place, lair. 
Heg, hedge, 232, 240. 
Hel, ohliq. case, HeUe, hill, 5, 82, 

103. 
Held, healed, 148. 
Helden, ph healed, 96. 
Hele, heal, 129. 
Hele, to hide, 175. Helef, pi. 

cover, 180; A.S. Man, to 

cover. 
Helle, hell, 13, 15. 
Helles, hills, 59, 143. 
Helm, helmet, 265. 
Helpe, to help, 42, 102. 
Helpe, sh. helpe, 65. 
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Helpinde, helping, 30, 62, 63. 

HelpJ), helps, 147. 

Hekny, entreat, 253 ; A.8. heal- 

&ian, 1. 
Helt> covereth, 177. 
HelJ), heals, 144. 
Hel])e, salvation, 265. 
Hennen, hens, 38. 
Her, imp. hear, 181. 
Her, obliq, case^ Here, hair, 181. 
Herberjeries, innkeepers, har- 

boTuers, 39. 
Herberji, to harbour, entertain, 

199. 
Here, hair, 176, 177. See Her. 
Here, hair doth, 227. 
Heresye, 267. 
Heiej), pi. hear, 59. 
Here]>, praises, 136. 
Heretike, 19. 
Heretiks, 134. 
Herie, Herye, to piaise, 23, 62, 

55, 78, 212; A.S. hSrian. 
HerieJ), pi praise, 10. 
Heriynges, praises, 39, 267. 
Herkneres, hearkeners, listeners, 

58. 
Hert, hart, 216. 
Herte, heart, 3, 6, 8, 10. 
Herten, hearts, 46, 68. 
Heruest, harvest, 86. 
Herye, to praise, 78. 
Herye j), pi. praise, 108, 268. 
Heryinge, Heriynge, praise, 23, 

134. 
Heryinges, praises, honours, 267. 



Hes, hare, 55. 

Hest, (thou) hast, 20, 21, 31, 71. 

Heste, behest, command, 2, 5, 6, 

7, 8, 9 ; A.S. Jices. 
Hestes, behests, commands, 5, 1 1, 

15, 103, 234. 
Het, hath, 90, 174. 
Het, commanded, 5, 239 ; A.S. 

haian {pret. hcet), to com- 
mand, ordain. 
Hete, heat, 55. Hetes, heats, 

124. 
HeJ>, hath, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 
Hette, Hetten, was called, 41, 

48, 67, 124, 184. 
Heued, Heaued, head, 31. 
Heuedes, heads, 15. 
Heuene, heaven, 6, 12, 13. 
Heuenelyche, heavenly, 269. 
Heuenryche, Heaven-kingdom. 
Heui, Heuy, heavy, 31, 44, 140. 
Heuinesse, heaviness, 4, 31. 
Hewe, cry, 195. 
Heyrone, 193. 
He^, eing. Heje, def. fomi & 

pi. high, 7, 16, 23, 25, 48, 60. 
Heje, adv. high, 23, 24, 26. 
Hejemen, great men, nobles, 36. 
Hejere, higher, 44, 122, 133. 
He^e se, the high (open) sea, 182. 
He^este, Hejest, highest, 25, 109, 

247. 
Heje]), exalts, exaggerates, 136. 
Hejinge, profit, usury, 35. 
Hejliche, chiefly, principally, 5, 

26, 27 ; profound, 264. 
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Hejnessey highness, exaltation, 

97, 105 ; height^ 89. 
newnesses, highnesses, exalted 

stations, 24, 208. 
He3])e, height, 24. 
He3j)es, profits, 35. 
Hi, she, 7, 16, 28, 37. 
Hi, they, 3, 8, 12, 13, 20. 
Hider, hither, 140. 
Hidouse, horrible, 161. 
Hidonsliche, horribly, 6. 
Hiealdej), i?Z. hold, 160. 
Hier, here, 18, 116. 
Hiere, Hihere, to hear, 177, 244. 
Hiere)), pL hear, 256. 
Hierine, herein, 232. 
Hierst, hearest, 210, 
Hierf , hears, 209. 
HierJ^e, hearing, 54. 
Hild, held, 206, 226. 
Him, himself^ 5, 6. 
Him-zelf, 5, 6, 34 ; oMiq. case, 

Him zelue, 15, 21, 22, 24, 38. 
Hine, him, 7, 16, 31, 52. 
Hire, them, 6, 10, 13, 16, 19, 32, 35. 
Hire, gen, her, 24, 37, 49, 217. 
Hiren, (of) her. 111. 
Hiren, theirs, 38, 60. 
His, Hise, them, 5,11, 15, 17, 

24, 26, 27, 28, 32, 36, 37, 38, 

40, 55, 58. 
His, Hise, her, 54, 58, 64, 97. 
Hit, it, 1, 8, et passim. 
Hoc, hook, 121. 
Hod, Hode, consecration hood, 

235. 



Hodes, hoods, 49. 

Hogges, hogs, 89. 

Hokes, hooks, 264. 

Hoi, whole, healthy, 51, 129. 

Hole, pL whole, 148. 

Holen, whole ones, 205. 

Holer, more wholesome, 251. 

Holinesse, Holynesse, 25, 49. 

Hollyche, wholly, entirely, 28. 

Holylaker, more holily, 7. 

Holyer, whoremonger, 51 ; O.Fr. 

Holyhede, holiness, 247. 
Holyliche, Holylyche, holily, 74, 

102, 221. 
Holyiste, holiest, 54. 
Holywryt^ 77. 
Hond, hand, ohliq, case, Honde, 

19. 
Hond, hound, oftZig. case, Hounde, 

55, 75, 155, 156 ; pi Hondes, 

Houndes, 70, 179. 
Honden, hands, 31, 47. 
Hondred, hundred, 55, 234. 
Hondredc^te, hundredth, 234. 
Hondredsife, Hondredzijje, hun- 
dred times, 124. 
Hondreduald, hundredfold, 191. 
Honeste, honest, decent, 222, 

229. 
Honestliche, fairly, beautifully, 

47. 
Honger, hunger, 75. 
Hongef, pL hang, 40. 
Hongi, Hongy, to hang, to be 

hanged, 31, 57, 137,218. 
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Hony, honey, 60. 

Hope, trusty expectation, desire, 

6, 6, 12, 19, 29. 
Hope>, trusts, 207. 
Hopye, to hope, 89. 
Hor, filth, 228 ; obltq. case, Hore, 

229 ; A.S. Horu, filth. 
Hord, tieasuie, 185, 241 ; A.S. 

Heard. 
HordeJ), treasures up, 182. 
Hordom, whoredom, 79. 
Hordyere, treasures, 121 ; A.S. 

Heardere. 
Hore-uroste, hoar frost. 
Horling, whoremonger, 52. 
Homes, 14, 15, 32. 
Hors, netd, horses; obliq, case^ 

Horse, 35, 140. 
Hosebound, husband, 239. 
Hosiynge, Hosiinge, wearing 

hosen, 154, 177. 
Hot, 139. 
Hote^, commands, 122. See 

Behai 
Hotere, commander, lawgiver, 109. 
Hotestre, hostess, 53. 
Hotinge, exiling, banishment, 1 48. 
Hou, how, 2, 3, 17. 
Hous, obliq. case^ House, pi. 

Houses, 41, 43, 172. 
Housebonde, Housebondes, 48. 
Huader, whether, 51. 
Huam, whom, which, 9, 16, 18, 

20, 148. 
Huan, whom, 17. 
Huanne, when, 6, 8, 11, 103. 



Huannes, whence, 115, 264. 
Huas, whose, 38, 60, lOL 
Hue, how, 47. 
Huer, where, 6, 13, 14. 
Hueran, whereon, 176. 
Huer-by, whereby, 24, 26. 
Huerine, Huennne, Huerynne, 

wherein, 23, 31, 44, 109. 
Huermide, wherewith, 23, 176. 
Huer-of; whereof; 13, 16, 17, 24. 
Hueronder, where under, 221. 
Hueroppe, where up, 251. 
Hueruore, where for, 3, 80, 123. 
Huet, what, whatever, 4, 9, 20, 

26, 27, 34. 
Huet, lo ! 51, 59. 
Huete, wheat, 139, 141. 
Huetene, wheaten, 82. 
Huejel, wheel, 24, 76. 
Huich, Huych, which, whatso, 

such; pi. Huiche, Huyche, 

6, 38, 45, 52, 57, 100, 107, 

115. 
Huichen, Huychen, dot. pi. 

which, 7, 15, 91, 98. 
Huider, Huyder, whither, 115, 

129. 
Huiderward, whither¥rard, 131. 
Huile, Huyle, while, whilst, 7. 
Huils, whilst, 139. 
Humours, 129. 
Huo, who, 5, 7, 8, 10, 24. 
Huose, whoso, 110. 
Huyt, white ; pi Huyte, Hwite, 

181, 228. 
Hy, she, 17, 26. 
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Hy, they, 1, 3, 16. 

Hyalde, hold, 21, 54, 206, 220. 

Hyane, hyena, 61. 

Hyap, Hyeape, heap, 139, 159. 

Hyealde, to hold, esteem, 53, 54, 
58, 138, 154 ; to be observed, 
11 j contain, 225 ; prea. subj, 
23, 59 j prd. sub/. 147, 166. 
See Healde. 

Hyealde)>, pi support, 35; be- 
lieve, 134; hold, 145. 

Hyelde, pi. held, 27. 

HyeldeJ),jpZ. hold, 124. 

Hyer, imp, hear, 257. 

Hyer, here, 66, 163. 

Hyer-be-uore, herebefore, 59. 

Hyere, to hear, 70, 154. 

Hyerere, hearer, 256. 

Hyere-zigginge, hearsay, 117. 

HyerJ), hears, 256. 

HyerJ)e, hearing, 231, 240, 256. 

Hye^inges, exaggerations, 63. 

Hyre, to hear, 231. 

Hyre, their, theirs, 72, 96. 

Hysians, heralds, 45. 

langli, to talk, chatter, 214. 
langledest, chatterest, 20. 
Icinge, itching, avarice, 16. 
Idi;t, ordered, directed, 214 ; 

decked, 216. 
leutilmen, gentlemen, 190. 
Iguo, gone, 242. 
Ten, Jew, 43. 
Ilestef, lasteth, 209. 
IHch, iliche, Hke, 87, 202. 



nke, same, 88. 

Ilore, lost, 241. 

Imad, made, 145. 

Ine, Inne, in, 203. 

Inguoinge, entrance, prelude, 72, 

105. 
Inhonest, dishonourable, 220. 
Inhonestliche, indecently, 177. 
Innocence, 141, 181. 
Inpacience, impatience, 67. 
Inwyt, Inwytte, conscience, 
logelour, 172. 
loie, loye, joy, 75, 156. 
loliuete, lolyuete, jollity, 53. 
loine, loyne, 77, 88. 
lomaye, journey, 253. 
loissej), loyssej), rejoices, 25. 
loyaus, jewels, 206. 
lowele, loyel, jewel, 112, 156. 
Irchouon, urchin, hedgehog, 142. 
Ire, anger, 147. 
Iroted, rooted, 247. 
lual]), befalls, 54. 
luele, to feel, 131. 
lueles, jewels, 77. 
luggi, to judge, 130. 
lustise, justice, 153. 
Ld, Izy, to see, 164, 173, 243. 
Izyjt, sees, 196. 
Izej, saw, 158. 

Kan, can, knows, 22, 99 ; Kanst, 

21. 
Karoles, carols, 71. 
Kechene, kitchen, 171. 
Kembe, to comb, 177. 
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Kempe, soldier, champion, pi, 

Kempen, 45, 50. 
Ken, Kenne, kin, 22, 37, 42, 48, 

66. 
Ken, kine, 191. 
Kende, Kennd, kind, nature, 18, 

37, 61, 189. 
Kendelich, Kendeliche, natural, 

24, 47, 90. 
Kenrede, kindred, 89. 
Kessinge, Kesinge, kissing, pi, 

Kessinges. 
Kest^ kisses, 46, 90, 161. 
Keste, to cast ; Keste, cast^ pret, ; 

Kest, casts, 66,99, 171. 
Keste, kissed, 245. 
Kestinge, casting, 22. 
Kete, kite, 52. 

Klene, clean, pure, chaste, 5, 106. 
Klenliche, cleanly, chastely, 26, 

140. 
Klennesse, cleanness, purity, 205. 
Klensy, to cleanse, 235. 
Klerek, clerk, 42. 
Knaulechinge, Knawleohinge, 

knowledge, 106, 132, 200. 
Knawj), knows, 26, pi, KnaweJ), 

70. 
Knewen, pi, knew, 246. 
Knijt, Knyjt, knight, 36. 
Kny3thod, knighthood, 82, 161. 
Knotte, knot, 253. 
Kuead, Kued, Kueade, Kuede, 

adj, bad, wrong, sinful, sb, 

sin, evil, wickedness, 6, 8, 

11, 14, 17, 38, 39, 51, pi. 



Kueades, Kuedes, 17, 26, 52. 
Kueadhedes, Kuedhede, evils, 

sins, 101. 
Kueadlich, Kueadliche, Kued- 

liche, wickedly, badly, sinfully, 

6, 6, 8, 9, 40, 41. 
Kueadnesse, Kuednesse, sin, 

wrong, 10, 40. 
Kueaduol, Kueduol, sinful, 182. 
Kueme, to please, 21, 197; 

Kuemj), pleases, 228. See 

Queme. 
Kuemynge, pleasing, 26. 
Kuen, Kuen, Quen, queen, 80. 
Kuelj = kuel)>, weUs up, 248. 
Kuenche, to quench, 204. 
Kuenc]), quenches, 62. 
Kuik, Quik, Kuikke, Quicke, 

alive, living, evident, 67, 98, 

134, 146. 
Kuit, kuyt, quit, free, pi. Kuytte, 

kuitte, 41. 

Lac, fault, 62. 

Lackes, faults, defects, 32, 33, 

136, 177, defilement, 201. 
LackeJ), fails, 210. 
Lamb, ohliq, casBj Lombe, 232, 

236 ; pi. Lambren, lambs, 138. 
Lang, long, obliq, caae^ Longe, 

99, 170, 218. 
Languesse, longness, length, 105. 
Langour, 93. 

Large, liberal, 21, 23 ; Larger, 24. 
Largeliche, largely, liberaUy, 37, 

77, 147 
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Largesse, liberality, 102, 159, 

188. 
Laste, Lasten, (ate) at last^ 49, 

239. 
Laudes, 51. 
Launde, plain, 216. 
Layde, laid, 149. 
I-Ayt, light, 66. 
LayJ>. lays, 41. 
La3e, law, 5, 7, 169. 
Lajes, laws, 97. 
Leade, lead (plumb-line), 150. 
Leas, lost, 85. 
Leat, bowed, 239. 
Leaue, ohliq. case of Leaf, 1 ; 

Leaues, 57, 59. 
Leawede, Lewede, lewd^ laymen, 

39, 42, 46, 237. 
Leazinge, lie, 62. 
Leazings, Lezinges, lies, leasingSf 

2, 58, 62, 63. 
Lea3inges = leazingea^ lies, 61. 
Leche, physician, surgeon, 129. 
Lecherie, 9, 17, 41 ; Lecheries, 

31. 
Lecherous, 111. 
Lechurs, 55. 
Lecherusly, 128. 
Lechi, to heal, 174. 
Led, imp, lead, 116, 262. 
Lodde, ph led, 96. 
Lede, to lead, pass, 44. 
Ledef , pi, lead, pass, use, 50, 53. 
Ledinde, leading, enjoying, 168. 
Lefthalf, leftside, 152. 
Leff, iiveth, 69, 134. 



LefJ), believes, 182. 
Legge, to lay, 149. A.S. lecgan. 
Leme, limb, 47, 115; Lemes, 6, 9. 
Lemman, beloved, 230. 
Lenden, loins, 46, 236. A.S. 

lendenu, 
Lende, lent^ 37. 
Lene, to lend, 35. 
Lenere, lender, 35. 
LeneJ), pi, lend, 35, 36. 
Leng, imp, delay, 194. 
Lenge, to delay, prolong, 173^ 
Lenger, longer, 56. 
Leninge, sb, lending, 35. 
Lenten, 175. 
Len]), lends, 6, 135. 
Lenynde, lending, 35. 
Lere, loss, 36, 46. 
Lesse, Les, less, 2, 28, 90, 118. 
LesseJ), lessen, depreciate, 28, 

136. 
Lesse, to lessen, 175, 267. 
Lessoun, 135; Lessouns, 56. 
Lest, Leste, least, 36, 44, 84, 90. 
Lesnesse, forgiveness, 14, 263. 
Lessynge, diminution, lessening, 

268. 
Leste, to endure, 84. 
Lestynde, lasting, 84. 
Let,lead, 51, 115, 185. 
Let, letteth, 31, 181. 
Let, leases, ceases, 17, 26, 97, 

111, 212, 269. 
Lete, to let, permit, 56, 73. 
Lete, to leave, forsake, give up, 

74, 78, 117, 165. 
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LeteJ), let, pi 40, 42. 

Lete]), forsake, leave, 6, 77, 165. 

Lettre, lettres, 1, 40. 

Leth, leadeth, 200. 

Leuayne, leaven, 205. 

Leue, LeueJ), 60, 86, 89. 

Leue, dear, beloved, 113. 

Leve, LeueJ), live, lives, 54, 62, 

74, 93, 141. 
Leuede, lived, 71. 
Leued, Leuedy, pi, Leuedys, 47, 

«. 

Leuere, rather, liever, 31. 

Leuest, livest, 194. 

Leueth, lives, 214. 

Leuinge, remainder, 73. 

Lewed, Lewede, layman, laity, 

25. 
Lezere, gleaner, 86. 

Lezinges, lies, 63. 

Leje, to laugh, 161.* 

Le3ers, liars, 19. 

Leuinge, laughing, 161. 

Le33e, to laugh, \\l. See Lhe^^e. 

Lhade, to lade, 178. 

Lhapwynche, lapwing, 61. 

LhapJ) = IheapJ), leaps, jumps, 

66, 155. 
Lheape, to run, spring, jump, 27, 

89, 93, 156. 
LheapeJ), ph leap, run, 140. 
Lhene, lean, 53, 189. 
Lhest, listens, 61, 268. 
Lheste, to listen, 70, 133, 199, 

229. 
Lhestej), i>?. 268. AS. Ihistan, 



to listen. 
Lhestninge, listening, 258. 
Lheuc, slow, loath, 31. A.S. 

wloBC, slack, remiss. 
Lheucliche, lukewarmly, slow, 

31. 
Lheuedi, Lheuedy, lady, 24, 53, 

57, 64. 
Lheuedyes, ladies, 215. 
Lhe^inges, laughter, 63. 
Lhe^]), laughs, 93. 
Lhe33e, to laugh, 58, 214. A.S. 

hlihan (pret hloh). 
Lhip, Ihiep, leapt, 45. 
Lhord, lord, master, husband, 

ohliq, case, Lhorde ; pi. 

Lhordes, 1, 6, 7, 20, 37, 54, 

221. 
Lhordinges, lords, 67. 
Lhordssip, Lhordssipe, lordship, 

54, 68. 
Lhoude, loudly, 212. 
Lhoue, oUiq, case, loaf, 82. 
Libbe, Libbej>, live, 2S, 32, 34, 

53, 70, 74. 
Libbinde, libinde, living, 13, 73, 

74, 149. 
Libelles, 40. 
Licnesse, Liknesse, likeness, 

pattern, 49, 92. 
Licuol, pleasing, delightful, 217. 
Liese, lose, 214. 
Lieme, imp. learn, 73. 
Liemi, to learn, 209. 
Lif, ohliq, case. Line, life, 72. 
Ligge, to lie, 31, 223. 
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Likeroiises, pleasant, delightful, 
47, 54. 

Like]), pleases, is pleasing, 63, 
187. 

Liki, to please, 215. 

Likinde, Likynde, pleasing, 62, 
63, 126, 214. 

Likinge (pi Likinges), pleasure, 
delight, 23, 46, 248. 

LikneJ), resembles, 88. 

likni, to delight in, 245. 

Liky, to delight in, 177. 

Line, Linene, linen, 178, 236. 

Lingne, line, 160. 

Lioun, lion, 17. 

Lipars, leopards, 131. 

Lippen, lips, 210, 211. 

Lite, little, 28, 31, 43. 

Litel, little, 29. 

LiJ), Heth, 31, 55, 83. 

Li^liche = li3tliche, easily, 249. 

Li3te, light, little, 11, 99. 

Li3te, Li3te, light, 270. 

Li3ter, easier, 78. 

Li3thedes, levities, 207. 

Li3tlaker, easier, sooner, 229. 

Li3tliche, Li3tyliche, easily, quick- 
ly, venially, 6, 9, 63, 115, 183, 
255. 

Loc, lock, 255. 

Lodesmanne, pilot, 140. 

Lodlakest, most loathsome, 49. 

Lodliche, obscene, 257. 

Lodlichhede, loathsomeness, 203. 

Loke, look, behold, 97, 129. 

Lokede, kept, 18, 204, 235 ; 



looked, 242. See Loki, Loky, 
observed. 
Lokeden, pL looked, 245. 
Lokere, guardian, 21; pi, Lokeres, 

220, 222. 
Lokes, locks, 151. 
Lokes, Whitsunday, 143, 163, 

213. 
Al here joyen a lok Soanday, 
And alle the that me aspye may, 
That hyre and (on) erthe felle, 
Al fram Crystea ascencioon 
Al-wat (until) comthe hyre assumpoioun 
To thyssere loongy schelle. 

Shoreham's Poems, p. 127. 

Lokest, keepest, 93. 

LokeJ), look, 26, 89. 

LokeJ), keep?, 213, 248. 

Loki, Loky, to keep, be kept, 

observe, keep guard, beware, 

keep from, protect, save, 5, 7, 

8, 11, 39, 41, 42, 53. 
Loki, Loky, look, 43, 89 ; regard, 

consider, 195; A.S. locian. 
Lokinde, keeping, observing, 232. 
Lokinge, Lokynge, Lokingge, care, 

custody, award, decision, 8, 19, 

65, 128, 158; * to J)e lokinge of; 

as regards, 108, 109. 
Lokinge (ayen), looking back, 242. 
Lokinges, looks, 242, 245. 
Lombe, lamb, 236. 
Lompe, obliq. case of Lamp, 233. 
Lompen, lamps, 189, 218, 233. 
Londe, ohliq. case of Land, 37 ; 

pi, Londes, 36. 
Lone, loan, 35, 36. 
Longaynes, comers, 212. 



21 
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Longe, adv. long, 205. 
Longe, on account of, 266. 
Loren, lost, 235. 
Los, fame, 26, 28, 63, 116, 141, 

Fr. lo8. 
Losengeri, deceit, lies, 10, 23. 
Lost, oMiq, case Loste, pi, Lostes, 

lust, desire, pleasure, 24, 46, 

72, 78, 82, 91, 92. 
LosteJ), pleases, 246. 
Lostuol, lustful, pleasing, pleasant, 

desirable, 80, 94, 110, 244. 
Lostuolle, Lostfolle, pleasant, 

desirable, 91 ; delicious, 158, 

204. 
Lostuoller, more pleasant, 92. 
Lostuollicbe, greedily, 51. 
Louede, Loueden, loved, 52, 230. 
. Louerede, love, 3, 145, 146. 
Loui, Louie, Louy, Louye, to 

love, 6, 31, 55, 62, et passim, 
LouieJ), LouyeJ), loves, love, 6, 61, 

78, 2i0, 270. 
Louiinde, Louiynde, loving, 75, 

145. 
Louriinde, louring, 256. 
Louyeres, lovers, 270. 
Lozeniour, liar, 22. 
Lo}, Loje, low, 105, 138, 139, 

140; comp, Lojer, 175 ; superl. 

Lo^este, 119, 122. 
Lo3e]>, diminishes, is lessened, 

humbles, 49, 136, 246. 
Lopesse, humility, 246. 
Lo3y, to lower, lessen, depreciate, 

humble, 28, 216. 



Luxurie, 157. 
Lyad, lead, 141. 
Lyazinge, leasing, lies, 63. 
Lyckestre, lickster; translates Fr. 

lecher esse^ 56. 
Lyeaf, leaf, 62. 
Lyeas, lost, 203. 
Lyeasinge, lie, 60, 175. 
Lyeaue, leaf, 1. 
Lyeaues, leaves, 57, 96. 
Lyeme, Lieme, imp, leam, 70, 72, 

233. 
Lyemest, leamest, 73. 
Lyeme J), LyemieJ), leam, 36, 53, 

74, 75, 122, 133. 
Lyemi, Lyemy, to leam, 2, 34, 

70, 99, 135, 161. 
Lyese, to lose, 40, 57. 
Lyesinges, lies, 10, 57. 
Lyest, loseth, 33, 49, 52, 129. 
Lyeue, oUiq, case of Lief, dear, 

117, 213. 
Lyexnejy, lies, 66. 
Lyezej>, lose, 117, 149. 
Lyeje, lie, 218". 
Lye3eJ), Lye3eJ), lie, belie, 10, 2?, 

44, 52, 56, 63, 129, 133. 
Lye3inge, lying, 63, 143. 
Ly3eTe, liar, 58, 62, 256. 
Lye3)), lies, 63. 
Lyf; life, 70, 71 ; ohliq, case^ Lyue, 

93. 
Lyfhoj>, livelihood, sustenance, 

138. 
Lykede, delighted in, 267. 
Lykerous, pleasant, 95. 
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LykeJ), is like, 81. 

Lykej>, delights, 178. 

Lyky, to delight in, 127. 

Lykynde, pleasing, 80. 

Lykyngo, likeness, 81. 

Lykynges, pleasures, 112. 

Lylye, 230. 

Lynx, 81. 

Lyte, little, 36. 

Lyj>, lies, 52. 

Lyjtliche, lightly, easily, 104. 

Mageste, majesty, 266. 
Magnamitie, 163, 164. 
Magnificence, 164, 168. 
Maimes, maims, sores, 135. 
Maine, Mayne, retinue, servants, 

household, 139. 
Maister, master, ph maistres, 76, 

200. 
Make, masc mate, 226. 
Maked = mdke\^ makes, 249. 
Maki, Maky, to make, 27, 40, 

44, 47, 154. 
Makiere, Makyere, maker, creator, 

251, 267. 
Makiinde, Makinde, making, 35, 

42. 
Makynge, Makiynge, making, 

creation, creature, 1, 92, 218. 
Malancolien, Melancolien, melan- 
choly (one), 253. 
Malice, 26. 
Man, obliq, case Manne, pL 

Men, gen. pi, Manne, 8, 9, 11, 

21, 24, 31. 



Manere, Maniere, Manire,Manyere 
{pl. Maneres, Manyeres), man- 
ner, mode, way, 6, 14, 15, 19, 
21, 23, 37, 146. 

Manhede, Manhod, Manhode, 
manhood, homage, 12, 19, 118, 
145. 

Manie, Manye, pl, many, 26, 31, 
165. 

Mankende, mankind, 1. 

Mansla3]}e, Manslajte, pl, Man- 
slajjjes, manslaughter, homi- 
cide, 8, 30, 54, 57, 115. 

Manzinge, excommunicate, curs- 
ing, 148, 189. See Amanziuge. 

Marcat, Markat, market, ohliq, 
case, Markatte, 23, 36, 42. 

Marchons, merchants, 36, 39. 

Mares, marshes, 250. 

Mariage, Manages, 39, 148. 

Marissi, to marry, 220. 

Markes, bounds, limits, 223. 

Martire, Martires, 53, 73, 83, 166. 

Martired, 111. 

Martirement, martyrdom, 77. 

Materie = Matiere, matter, 49, 
118, 136. 

Matyns, 51. 

Maugre, 69. 

Mawe, to mow, 214. 

Mayden, pl, Maydenes, Maydines, 
12, 15, 48, 98, 118, 218. 

Maydenhod, maidenhood, 228, 
231. 

Mayne, family, household, domes. 

i tics, 30, 129. 
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Mayster, Maystre, master, 35, 68, 

97. 
Maystresse, mistress, 34, 206. 
Maystrie, mastery, 91, 92, 169. 
Ma^, maw, stomach, 56. 
Me, one, they, 17. 
Mede, reward, payment, pi, 

Medes, 35, 42, 90, 169. 
Medi, to reward, 146. 
Medicine, Medicines, 22, 69. 
Medles, quarrels, 41, 66. 
Meduol, meritorious. 
Mele, meal, flour, 93. 
Melk, milk, 137, 177. 
Melle, miU, 24, 68, 141. 
Melodie, Melodya, 151. 
Melte, melted, 171. 
Memorie, 104. 
Menestrala, minstrels, 192. 
Menet, mint, 241. 
Menetime, meantime, 36. 
Menijmges, meanings, thoughts, 

230. 
Mennesse, communion, fellow- 
ship, 14, 268; A.S. ge-nuhines. 
Mentel, mantle, 188, 221. 
Merci, Mersi, 28, 29, 137. 
Merciuol, merciful, 189. 
Mere, mare, 185. 
Merite, merit, 134. 
Merss, marsh, 251. 
Mes, mess, dish, 55, 56. 
Mesayse, Mezayse, Meseyse, un- 
easiness, sorrow, poverty, 185, 
191 ; to displease, 58. 
Messager, Messagier, Messagyer, 



jpil, Messagieres, 
Messagyers, 151, 195, 211. 
Messages, 122, 189. 
Messe, mass, 20. 
Messe-daye, mess-day, 175. 
Messen, masses, 31, 32. 
Messinges, messes, dishes, 71. 
Mest, adv, most, 23, 26. 
Meste, adj\ most, 72, 89. 
Mesteres, officials, 39. 
Mestier, craft, 187. 
Mestyeres, offices, 122 ; works, 

operations, 167. 
Mesufe, Mesures, measure, mo- 
deration, 44, 51, 52, 53, 252. 
MesureJ), moderates, 254. 
Mesuri, to moderate, 252. 
Met, dreams, 128. 
Metal, 139. • 
Metals, 167. 
Mete, Metes, meat, food, meats, 

9, 29, 61. 
Meteles, dreams, 164. 
Meteres, dreamers, 32. 
Metinge, dream, 143. 
Metinges, dreams, 32, 77, 92. 
Meyster, practice, 65. 
Mezel, leper, 202 ; Mezels, pi. 

224. 
Mid, Myd, Myde, with, by, 5, 10, 

12, 43, 44. 
Middel, Midel, Mydle, mean, 78, 
136, 249 ; mperl Midliste, 
122. 
Middelguodes, Myddelguodea, 
middle goods, 136. 
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Milde, Mylde, meek, 133 ; comp. 
Milder, 24, 204. 

Mildehede, Myldehede, meekness, 
110, 133. 

Mildeliche, Mildelyche, meekly, 
135. 

Mildenesse, Myldenesse, meek- 
ness, 65, 131. 

Mildi, to make mild, become 
meek, 177. 

Miracle, Miracles, 56, 134. 

Misbeleoing, unbelief^ 134. 

Misbileue, unbelief, 13. 

Misbylefde, Misbyleninde, un- 
believing, 69, 252. 

Misdede, misdeed, pi, Misdedes, 
113, 114, 135. 

Misde]), misdoes, acts wrongly, 
114. 

Misdo, sin, err, 19, 113, 115, 
136. 

Misdoere, 8, 132. 

Misdoinge, 157. 

Misdo]), pi. misdo, sin, 100. 

Misfifidles, ah misfortunes, 84. 

Misge]), goes wrong, 94. 

MisleueeJ), disbelieve, 180. 

Misliki, displease, 257. 

Misnim]), mistakes, errs, 160. 
See Nime. 

Misnimynge, error, 109. 

MispayJ), displeases, 50. 

Misprayse, mis-praise, 136. 

Mis-ret, advises badly, mis-advise, 
184. 

Mis-sayJ), Mis-zayJ), mis-says. 



slanders, defames, 8, 28, 62, 69. 

Mis-sede, Mis-^de, slandered, 
defamed, 132, 133. 

Mis-serued, served badly, 20. 

Mis-sigge, Mis-zigge, mis-say, 
slander, defame, 57, 189. ^S^ 
Zigge. 

Mis-sigger, Mis-ziggere, slan- 
derer ; pi, Mis-siggeres, Mis- 
ziggeres, 256, 257. 

Mis-sigge]>, Mis-zigge]),^. slander, 
10, 70, 193. 

Mis-sigginge, Mis-zigginge, mis- 
saying, slander, defamation, 
65, 66. 

Misual, misfortune, 30, 86, 182. 

Misualle, to turn out badly, mis- 
befall, 193. 

Miswende, to turn aside, go 
astray, 253; pi, MiswendeJ), 22, 
40, 52, 67, 136 ; sing, Miswent, 
18, 27, 62. 

Mis-ziggere, slanderer; pi, Mis- 
ziggeres, 61, 136, 177. 

Mi^t, mightest, 57, 179. 

Mi3te,t;6. might, 31 ;^/. Mijten, 
42, 52, 55. 

Mijte, sh, might, 7, 15. 

Mi^ti, mighty, 103. 

Mi3tuol, powerful, 130, 237. 

Mo, more, 118, 135. 

Moche, Mochel, much, great, 7, 9, 
21, 57, 119, 181 ; to moche, 
exceedingly, 14. 

Mochelhede, l^helnesse, great- 
ness, fulness/Sibundance, ex- 
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travagance, 93, 117, 204, 218. 
Moder, mother, 8, 89. 
Modren, mothers, 67. 
Molde, mould, 95. 
Momenes, Momenettes, idols, 6, 

239. 
Mone, moon, 82. 
Monek, Moneke, monk, 219, 239. 
Moneye, Monaye, 26, 62. 
Mongenel, a warlike instrument 

for battering down walls, 116. 
More, more, greater, 7, 18. 
More]), increases, exaggerates, 28, 

60, 175. 
Mori, Mory, to increase, 45, 79, 

175, 176. 
Morsel, pi. Mosseles, 24, 56, 248. 
Mortyer, mortar, 116. 
Molten, morning, 46, 108. 
Mostard (seed), 143. 
Mot, may, must, 52, 137. 
Mot, Mote, speck ; pi. Motes, 

108, 175. 
Mofe, mouth, 256. 
Moydrer, murderer, 171. 
Mo3e, Mojen, may be able, 10, 

15, 21, 31, 86, 92. 
Muekliche, meekly, 65. 
Multepliest, 218. 
MultipUe)), 190. 
Musi, Musy, Muzy, to wonder, 

muse, amuse, 47, 104, 231. 
Myde, with, 50. 
Myny, to mine, dig, 108. 
Mysuyme, mistake, 55. See 

Nime. 



Mysnym)), mistaketh, 83. 
Mys-sigginge, slander, defamation, 

Myjten, pi, might, 58, 165. 
Myjtest, mightest, 104. 
Myjtuol, mighty, 83 ; pi. my3t- 
uoUe, 269. 

Nakedliche, nakedly, openly, 174. 

Nameco]?hede, Namecou))hede, re- 
nown, fame, 25 ; A.S. nam- 
(?M«, renowned. 

Nameliche, especially, 21, 44. 

Ifamore, Nanmore, no more, 27^ 
49, 187. 

Nase, nose, 204. 

Naturel, natural, 18. 

Na]?emo, neverthemore, 41. 

Nayle, nail, 43. 

Naj = najt, not, 222, 246. 

Najt, not, 18. 

Nawerelles, nowhere else, 210. 

Nebsseft, image, likeness ; AS. 
neby face. 

Nele, Nelle, ne wile, will not, 
31,56,71. 

Keme}) = nimej), takes, 92. 

Nemne]), names, 103. 

Nemni, Nemny, to name, men- 
tion, 49, 57, 164; A.S. nemnan. 

Nenno, ace, none, 22, 30, 48. 

Nere, were not, 20, 86. • 

Nes=nc wes, was not, 26, 66, 72. 

Xesshede, delicacy, softness, 267. 

Netlen, Nettlen, nettles, 156, 
230. 
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Nette, Nettes, net, nets, 77, 170. 
Ne]?, hath not, 84, 210. 
Neuerte, never-to, never yet, 99. 
Keure, never, 26. 
Neuremo, nevennore, 71. 
Newehodes, novelties, 151. 
Newen, (of the) new, 99. 
Newne, occ. new, 162. 
Ne3ebore8,Ne3el)oure8, Nejyhores, 

Neyebores, neighbours, 30, 36, 

38. 
Nejen, nine, 45. 
Nejende, ninth, 38, 45, 49. 
NejlecJ), approaches, 105 ; A.S. 

nedhrlcecan, to approach. 
Nhesse, Nesssse, soft, 153 ; A.S. 

hncBSCy soft, delicate, nesh, 
Nhesse]), makes soft, 94. 
Nhicke, neck, 138, 216. 
Nice, foolish, 59. 
Niede, Nyede, business, need, 

necessity,emergency,2?Z. Niedes, 

Nyedes, 30, 31, 36, 39, 52, 

63, 73, 95, 142, 151, 152, 168. 
Nieduol, Nieduolle, needful, 

necessitous, 36, 95, 110, 112, 

134, 151, 193. 
Niej, Nyej, nigh, near, 51, 76. 

Comp, Nier, Nyer, nearer, 234. 
Nim, imp. take, 54. 
Nime, Nyme, should take, 55, 

148, 155; A.S. niman (pret. 

nam), 
Nime, Nyme, to take, 37, 67, 77. 
Nimene, to take, 165, 166, 195. 
Nimere, taker, 248. 



NimeJ), pi. take, 35, 38. 

Niminge, Nyminge, taking, un- 
dertaking, 21, 164 ; exactions, 
39. 

Niminges, undertakings, 183. 

NimJ), NymJ), takes, 22, 24, 30, 
32, 37, 49, 50. 

NiJ)inges, niggards, 154. 

Nixt, Nixte, Nyxte, next, neigh- 
bour, 30, 78, 79, 122, 182. 

Nijt, Nyjt, night, 51, 52; ohliq. 
casSy Ni3te, 52. 

Noble, 87. 

Nobleliche, nobly, 55. 

Noblesse, nobleness, 20, 22, 24, 
59, 60. 

Nobleste, 92. 

Nolde, sing.^ Nolden, pi., would 
not, 64, 132, 173. 

Noldest, wouldst not, 146. 

Nole, Nolle, NoUeJ), will not, 35, 
38, 39, 59, 60, 64, 79, 134, 209. 

Nom, took, 45, 87, 88. 

Nome, ^2^. taken, 204. 

Nome, pi. took, 97. 

Non, None, no, none, 29, 64. 

Non, noon, 32, 

Nonen, none, 68, 134, 152, 157. 

Nonce, nurse, 161. 

Noriches, nurses, 60. 

Norissede, nourished, 96. 

Norisse}), Norisset, nourisheth, 
21, 83, 140, 167. 

Norrissinde, Norrissynde, nourish- 
ing, 95, 112. 

Norissinge, nourishing, 112. 
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Norissy, Norrisi, to nourisli, 127, 

154. 
Norture, 112, 113. 
Norfene, northern, 256. 
Not = ne wot, knows not, 25. 
Notaiyea, 40. 
Note, profit, 247, 256 ; A.S. 

notUy nyt, utility. 
NoteJ), flourishes, 260 ; A.S. 

notiaUy to use, enjoy. 
Nofer, neither, 130, 134. 
!Nro))ing, not-at-aU, no wise, 192. 

Noty, to note, 118. 

Nou, now, 87. 

Noyse, 66 ; Noyses, 266. 

Novices, 155. 

Novis, novice, 155. 

Nykeren, mermaids, syrens, 61. 

Nykke, neck, 135; ^Z. Nykken, 
56. 

Nymst, takest, 110, 111. 

Nytef, ne witeth, know not, 72. 

O, one, 186. 

Obedience, 140. 

Ofacsed, questioned, tried, 153. 

Ofdret, afraid, 266. 

Office, offices, 122,124,125. 

Official, 37. 

Offre, ofi^er, 194 ; Offirede, offered, 

193. 
Ofguo, deserved, 13. 
Ofguoinge, deserving, merit, 215. 
Of halt, restrains, refrains, 178. 
Ofhealdc, Ofhyealde, to keep 
back, withhold, restrain, re- 



frain, 9, 24, 38, 46, 177; pp. 

254. 
OfhealdeJ), Ofhyaldef, keep 

back, withhold, 38, 39, 41, 78. 
Ofhealdinge, sb, withholding, 34* 
Ofhild, restrained, 190. 
Ofrendes, offerings, 41. 
Ofringe, offering, 229. 
Of served, deserved, 131. 
Ofserue)), deserves, 222. 
Ofseruinge, deserving, merit, 114. 
Oftake, overtake, 43. 
Oftyened, very angry, 66. 
Oksen, oxen, 243. 
Oksef = aksethy ask, demand, 54, 

109. 
Oly, oil, 136. 
Olyfont, elephant, 84. 
On, one, 9, 48; *al on* = the 

same, 15. 
Onarmed, unarmed, 170. 
Onbint, Onbynt, unbinds, 97. 
Onblissed, unconsecrated, 41. 
Onbojsam, disobedient, 21. 
Onbojsamnesse, disobedience, 33. 
Onbynde, unbind, 172. 
Onbynde)), pi unbind, 40. 
OnchargeJ), unloads, 97. 
Onclenlich, Onclenliche, un- 
cleanly, impure, 42. 

Onclennesse, uncleanness, 203. 

Onconnynde, ignorant, unknouh 
ingy 59. 

Onconnynde, ignorance, 131. 

Onconnynghede, Onconnynd- 
hede, ignorance, 33, 40. 
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Oncoufe, uncouth, strangers, 37^ 

193, 253. 
Ondelff, digs up, 61. 
Onder, under, 12. 
Onderbere, support, 84. 
Onderlinges, underlings, subjects, 

39. ' 

Ondernime, undertake, 83, 123. 
OndemimJ), surprises, 173. 
Onderstanst, understandest, 270. 
Onderstant, understands, 56, 129, 

130. 
Onderstonde, to understand, 14 ; 
undertake, 131 ; pp. 14, 57 ; 
pret, Understod ; subf, Under- 
stode, 138 ; imp. Understand, 
1 29. Onderstonde)), pi 79. 
Onderstondinge, Onderstond- 
ingge, understanding, 24, 56, 
113. 
OnderuangJ>, receives, 33, 65, 

143. 
Onderuinge, Onderuynge, pi 

received, 101, 267. 
Onderuonge, to receive, 14, 100; 

pp. received, 14. 
Onderuonge)), pi receive, 38, 42. 
Onderuonginge, receipts, income, 

37, 172. 
Ondeniot, underfoot, 85, 184. 
Onderzek)), searches out, 184. 
Onde)), opens, 189. 
Ondo, undo, 106, 107, 136. 
One, alone, 103, 104. 
Onen, dat one, 101, 102, 190. 
Onest, honest, decorous, decent, 



45, 214. 
Onestete, decency, 53, 224. 
One)), unites, 88. 
Onhede, unity, oneness, solitude, 

79, 142. 
Oninge, Onynge, union, concord, 
65,67,135, 153; i?Z. Onynges, 
67. 
Onjoini, unjoin, 107. 
Onkende, unkind, unnatural, 188. 
Onknawyndliche, unknowingly, 

175. 
Onleak, unlocked, opened, 67. 
Onlepi, Onlepy, Onelepi, one, 
same, single, 12, 13, 14, 21, 
73, 88, 101. 
Onlepihede, singularity, 21. 
Onlepiliche, Onlepilyche, only, 

55, 76, 175. 
Onlosthede, disinclination, sloth, 

31, 153, 163. 
Onlosti, idle, 170, 174. 
Onlyche, only, 265. 
Onnea))es, Onnyea))e, scarcely, 
hardly, 15, 18, 19, 28, 29, 174, 
182. 
Onpay)), displeases, 50. 
Onri3t, unright, 39, 221. 
Onr^tuol, Onri^tuoUe, wrong, 

unlawful, 39, 270. 
Onssriuel, careless, 32. 
Onspekynde, ineffable, 266. 
Ontodelinde, indivisible, 266. 
Ontrewe, untrue, unfaithful, dis- 
. honest, 18, 36, 37, 270. 
Ontreufe, untruth, 17, 218. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



330 



OL088ARIAL INDEX. 



OntreweHclie, antraly, dishonest- 
ly, 44. 

Onj>ank, displeasure, 69. 
On^lijnde, Onfolyinde, intoler- 
able, 265. See polie. 

Onwone]), discontinues, 32. 

Onwor]>, sb. shame, displeasure, 
€ulj, poor, hateful, mean, 35, 
49, 132, 215, 270. 

Onwor]>e, imp. despise, 196. 

Onwor)>ede, despised, 77. 

Onwor]»est^ despisest, 20. 

Onwor]>e]>, despises, 8, 34, 79. 

Onwor]>hede, contempt, 29, 175. 

Onwor]?i, unworthy, to hold un- 
worthy, despise, 22, 64, 84, 
162 ; A.S. unworfian, to dis- 
honour. 

Onworflych, unworthy, 132. 

OnworJ)ne88e,^ontempt, 9, 168. 

Onwri, discover, lay bare, 174. 
See Wraye, WrL 

Onwrij>, opens, 58. 

Onwri^e, uncovered, 244. 

Onwiy^e, openly, 88, 112. 

Onwyt, folly, 82, 83. 

Onwythede, folly, 19. 

Onwytynde, unwittingly, 37. 

On-zauwed, unsaved, lost, 184. 

Onzyginde, invisible, 268. 

Op, Ope, up, above, over, upon, 
39, 54, 236, 240. 

Oparizinge, ascension, 213. 

Opbere, upbear, support, 30. 

Openede, opened, 96. 

Openi, to open, 130. 



Openliche, openly, 65, 73. 
OphebbeJ), heave (lift) up, 217. 
Opinions, 69. 
Oplet, to starve, 33: 
Opniminge, Opnymynge, undeiw 

taking, enterprise, 22, 83, 84. 
Opnome, uptaken, possessed, 143. 
Oppe, open, 253. 
Oprisinge, resurrection, 227. 
Oprijt^ upright, 56. 
Op pei, upon that^ so that^ 232. 
Opweninge, overweening, pre- 
sumptuous, 21. 
Opwexeth, grow up, increase, 75. 
Ordaynede, 7. 
OrdayneJ), Ordeynef, 29, 123, 

153, 260. 
Ordayni, Ordeyni, to set in order, 

subject to, 94, 152, 263. 
Ordenliche, Ordenehche, orderly, 

temperately, 125, 151. 
Ordinance, 125. 
Ordine, orderly, not inordinate, 

153, 259. 
Ordre, order, 48. 
Orejrsonne, Oreysonnes, prayer, 

prayers, 51. 
Orible, Orrible, horrible, 43, 137. 
Orped, valiant, 183. 
Ost, host, 67. 
0J>, oath, 6, 64 ; ohltq. case, oJ)e, 

65 ; pi. opea, 64. 
0)>er, or, 9, 10. 
0]?er, other, second; pi. ofre, 6, 

89. 
Oferlaker, otherwise, 91, 94. 
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Oj>erhuil, O^rhuyl, sometimes, 

21, 30, 40. 
Ofren, dat pi 136. 
Oj)rene, Ofrenne, ace other, 8, 
9, 10, 11, 21, 27, 28, 29, 30, 
66, 175. 
Oueral, everywhere, 25, 35, 173. 
Ouercom, overcame, 169. 
Ouercome, inf. 167, 168. 
Ouercominge, victory, 169. 
OuercomJ), overcomes, 117, 149, 

169. 
Ouer-dede, excess, 55. 
Ouerdoinge, excess, 258, 260. 
Oueigej), overgoes, surpasses, 34, 

112,252. 
OuerguoJ), pi. surpass, overgo, 

212. 
Ouerliche, Ouerlyche, above, 123. 
Ouerlinge, ruler, 8, 122, 141, 

147. 
Ouerj)rauf, overthrows, 168. 
Ouer))raweJ), 2?/. overthrow, 136. 
Ouerwenere, presumptuous (one), 

21, 22 ; pi. Ouerweneres, 59. 
Ouerweninde, overweening, 169. 
Ouerweninge, presumption, 17, 

21, 29. 
Ouer-yemJ), transgresses, ovei^ 

runs, 323. See Yeme. 
Ouet, fimt, 27. 
Oule, owl, 27. 
Oure, hour, 54. 
Oure, our, ours, 19. 
Oures, prayers, 112. 
Oumemens, ornaments, 140. 



Ous, us, 117. 

Outguoinge, outgoing, 190. 
Outkestinge, out-casting, offshoot; 

pH. Outkestinges. 
Outnime, Outynome, Outnome, 

except, 221, 250. 
Outrage, Outtrage, extraordinary 

thing, excess, extravagance ; 

pi. outrages, 19, 54. 
Oxi, toask, 114. 
Oyle, oil, 93. 
Oynement, ointment, 93. 
Oje, Ojen, Ojene, own, 17, 21, 

22, 28, 39, 48. 
Ojeneres, proprietors, owners, 37. 
Ojninge, possession, 37. 
O3J), owneth, 9. 

Paci, Pasi, to pass, pass away, 

191, 214. 
Pacience, 166. 
Panewor]>e, pennyworth, 90. 
Pans, pence, 190. 
Parfite, perfect, 185. 
Parfitlyche, perfectly, 144. 
Parti, to part, 107. 
Partiner, partner, 253. 
Pasinde, passing, temporal, 209. 
Pasindeliche, temporally, 172. 
Passion, Passioun, 142. 
Patroyllart, provincial, 211. 
Paye, to please (sing, payj), pi. 

payej)), 182, 216. 
Payenes, pagans, 235. 
Payinges, pleasings, 216. 
Payse, peace, 162. 



^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



332 



QLOSSARIAL INDEX. 



Paysible, Payzible, peaceable, 261. 

Penonce, penance, 221. 

Peregrinage, pilgrimage, 187. 

Perilousliche, perilously, 254. 

Perle, pearl (of the eye), 158. 

Perseuerance, 208. 

Perseuerantliche, perseveringly, 
210. 

Pese, peace, 261. 

Pesen, j?Z. pease, 120. 

Pette {ohliq, case of pet), pit, 207. 

Pe)), PeJ)e, path, 127, 185. 

Pilgiime, 253. 

Pine, torment; pi, Pinen, tor- 
ments, 130, 131, 265. 

PineJ), tonnents, 141. 

Piteus, Pitous, piteous, merciful, 
144, 150. 

Plait, pleading, law-suit> 39. 

Piastres, 148. 

Playneres, plaintiffs, 39. 

Playni, to complain, 132, 190. 

Playteres, advocates, 39. 

Playtinge, pleading, 162. 

Playty, plead, 99. 

Plenty plenty, 161. 

Plenteliche, plentifully, 105. 

Ple3es, plays, sports, 207, 214. 

Poer, power, 170. 

Pokoc, Pokoce, peacock, 257, 270. 

Pond, pound, 190. 

PorchaceJ), 176, 219. 

Porchaci, Purchaci, to purcliase, 
obtain, or earn a living, 193, 
195. 

Porpos, purpose, 209. 



Pors, Porse, purse, 187, 188. 

Poruaye, torueye, to foresee, pro- 
vide for, 152. 

PoruayeJ), Poruey]?, provide for» 
distribute, 145. 

PoruayJ), provides for, 138. 

Porueynde, taking thought for, 
265. 

Porueyonce, prudence, 156. 

Possessioun, 149, 150. 

Posst, Posste, post, 148, 207. 

Poty, to put, 135. 

Poudres, powders, 148. 

Pouer, power, 164. 

Pouer, Poure, poor, 2)1, Poueren, 
190. 

Pouerehede, poverty, 138. 

Pourehede, poorness, 130, 216. 

Pouri, to pore, 177. 

Pouringe, lookinge, 177. 

Pourpre, purple, 229. 

Poyns, points, 160. 

Praysy, Prayzy, to praise, 134, 
135, 152, 227; pi. pres. Prazej>, 
143 ; prd. Prayzede, 243. 

Prechinge, 191. 

Prede, pride, 258. 

Prekief, prick, 230, 257. 

Prekiinde, pricking, 148. 

Prekiynges, Prekyinges, prick- 
ings, stings, 203. 

Prelat, prelate, 2>Z. Prelas, 175. 

Presense, presence, 161. 

Present, Presont, 189, 218. 

Preste, proudest, 267 ; pridest, 
270. 
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Prestliche, readily, 140. 
Presumcion, 182, 195. 
Prette, prided, 258. 
PreuB, brave, 83. 
Pris, value, price, 234. 
Priueliche, secretly, 225. 
ProdeJ), pi pride, 79. 
Profiti, to profit, 126. 
Prou, profit, 85. 
Proudliche, proudly, 168. 
Prouduol, proud, 217. 
Prouesse, Prowesse, 162, 164. 
Prous, bold, hardy, 83. 
Provi, to prove, 158. 
Pryente, print, mark, 81. 
Punissi, to punish, 148. 
Purgi, to purge, 132. 
Purte, purity, 202. . 

Qualites, 153. 
Quarel, arrow, 71. 
Quaynte, gay, 89. 
Quaynteliche, gaily, 47. 
Quead, Qued, bad. See Kuead. 
Queayntese, Qeyntise, craft, de- 
ceit, 38, 90. 

Queme, to please. See Kueme. 

Queme)), please, 149. 

Quern]), pleases, 231. 

Quen, queen. See Kuen. 

Quereles, quarrels, 83, 142. 

Queme, mill, 181 ; A.S. cweo)m, 

Quic, alive, living. See Kuic 

Quit. See Kuit. 

Rage, 141. 



Rasour, razor, 66. 
RaJ)e, early, soon, 52 ; comp, Rafre, 
rather, sooner, 61, 71, 120, 140. 
Raymi, to accuse, 44 ; A.S. reo- 

mian, to cry out. 
Rearde, speech, sound, 24, 211 ; 

A.S. reard. 
Rebel, rebellion, 68. 
Rebele, v, rebel, 28. 
Rebours, rebellious, 68. 
Recorde, 142, 203. 
Recorder, 55. 
Recordi, Recordy, to record, call 

to mind, 21, 59, 208. 
Recordinge, 55. 
Recreyd, recreant, 195. 
Red, Rede, counsel, advice, con- 
spiracy, 23 ; pi Redes, 9, 10, 
23, 89, 165, 183, 184, 
Redde, advised, 184. 
Rede, to counsel, 38, 104, 154. 
Rederes, advisers, 184. 
Reforme, 81. 
Refter, rafter, 175. 
Refye, to move, shake, 116 ; A.S. 

reajian^ to seize. 
Reg (phliq. case, Regge), back, 

116, 133, 177; A.^. rig. 
Regno, reign, kingdom, 85. 
Regno, to reign, 67. 
Rekeni, Rekeny, to reckon, 35, 

37, 173, 214. 
Rekeninge, Rekenynge, account, 

35, 171, 214. 
Religioun, 41. 
Relikes, 64. 
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Eemedie, 207. 

Bemenont^ lemnant^ 100. 

Eemue, to remove, 104. 

Benable, reasonable, 95, 163. 

Eenay, Reney, apostate, 19. 

Eenaye, Eeneye, deny, forsake, 
disbelieve, 19. 

Renayrie, apostasy, 19. 

Rene, rain, 130. 

Renoyre, Ronoyiye, unbelief, apo- 
stasy, 17. 

Rentes, revenue, 37, 41, 144. 

Repente, 238. 

Repentonce, 201. 

Resemble, 59. 

Respit, 39. 

Resse, a rush, 253 ; A-S. resce, 

Reste, to rest> 7, 31, 119, 260. 

Restede, 7. 

Resteuol, RestuoUe, contempla- 
tive, 199. 
Resye, to quake, resound, 23. 
Ret, advises, 22, 184, 187. 
Rei^ reads, 147, 231. 
Reule, rule, 150. 
Reule, to rule, 124. 
Reufe, Rewfe, mercy, pity, 186, 

189. 
Reufevol, merciful, 116, 186, 188, 

195. 
Reven, sheriflfe, reeves, 37, 39, 

43. 
Reverence, 20. 
Reverte, 128. 
Keward, regard, 74. 
Rewjjeuolle, merciful, 198. 



Riband, ribald, 51, 127. 

Ribaudie, Ribaudy, ribaldry, 
128, 203, 220. 

Ribaus, pi. of Riband, a ribald, 
192. 

Riche, kingdom, 197 ; A-S. rj/ce.' 

Richesse, riches, 24, 77. 

Ridinges,'ridings, 24. 

Rine, rain, 49. 

Riotouse, 170. 

Ripe, to reap, 214. 

Rijt^ Rijte, Ryjte, right, 8. 

Ri^tes, 40. 

Ri3tuol, just^ equitable, 44, 105, 
135, 196. 

Ri^tuoUiche, equitably, right- 
fuUy, 196, 201. 

Rijtuolnesse, Rijtnesse, rightful- 
ness, righteousness, 3, 29, 124, 
154. 
Robbere, robber, 39, 79. 
Robbi, to rob, 39. 
Robbynges, thefts, 39. 
Roberie, Robeiye, robbery, 9, 34. 
Robes, 24. 
Roche, rock, 142.* 
Rocky, to rock, 116. 
Rod, rode, cross, 1, 114. 
Romongours, horse-dealers, 44. 
Rond, round, 1. 
Ronsoune, ransom, 35. ' 
Roppes, entrails, 62; A. S. roppas. 
Rote, root, 34, 95; pi Roten, 

34, 35, 68, 116. , 
Roted, rotten, 205. 
Roj)er, rudder, 160. 
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Eotie, Kotye, to rot, decay, 32, 

205. 
Euby, 76. 
Euieles, rules, 97. 
Bussoles, rissoles, cakes made in 

the fiying-pan, from O.Fr. m- 

soler, to fry, 263. 
Bybaus, 259. 
Byche, kingdom, 66. 
Kynde, rind, 99. 
Ryote, rote, 99. 
Ry3tne8se, righteousness, 266. 
Kyj-uoUiche =iy3t-uolliche, right- 

fuUy, 265. 

Sabat, sabbath, 7. 

Sacrefices, 187. 

Sacrement,2>?. Sacremens, 14, 40, 

48, 238. 
Sacre]), makes sacred, 235. 
Sacrifice, 187. 
Sacrilege, 34, 40. 
Safyr, sapphire, 76. 
Salamandie, 167. 
Sanguine, 157. 
Sanynt, Saynt, saint, 262. 
Satisfaccion, 32. 
Savour, 138. 
Sau^ safe, 36. 
Sause, sauce, 55. 
Sautere, psalter, 27. 
Sayn, Sanyn (for Saynt), saint, 1, 

2, 12, 14. 
Saysine, Sayzine, possession, 144, 

149. 
ScaUede, having the scdll or 



scab, 224. 
Scarse, scant, 53, 54. 
Scarsliche, niggardly, 34. 
Scarsnesse, niggardliness, 159. 
Scele, Sckele, skill, reason, 11, 

12, 18, 53, 54. 
Sceluol, Sceluolle, skilful, reason- 
able, 61, 169, 259. 
Scin, Scinne, skin,, 44, 137, 230; 
Sclondre, slandre, 6. 
Scluse, Sluice, 255. 
Scoflfe, scorn, ridicule, 128. 
Scolde, to scald, 66. 
Scole, school, 34. 
Scolere, scholar, 39. 
Scome, scum, 44. 

Scome,i?Z. Scomes, 22, 74, 128. 

Scome, to scorn, 22. 

Scomere, pi, Scomeres, 63, 177. 

Scomi, to scorn, 211. 

Scorpioun, 62. 

Scot, payment, 51 ; A.S. sceat, 

Scriveyns, scriveners, 44. 

Seculeres, pi. Seculeer, 215. 

Semblef , 2>^., resemble, 176. 

Semblont, pretence, 27, 137. 

Sengle, single, 48, 175. 

Sentense, opinion, 69. 

Sercle, circle, 141. 

Sergond, Sergpnt, Seriont, ser- 
vant, officer, pi. Sergons, Se- 
rious, 32, 33, 35, 39, 188. 

Sermon, Sermoun, 20, 138. 

Servi, Seruy, to serve, 5, 6, 24, 
54, 79, 225. 

Servise, 7, 20. 
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Seruons = seriions, servants, 

officers, 37. 
Simple, 134. 

Simpleliche, simply, 134. 
Simplesse, simplicity, 140. 
Simulacion, 23. 
Skele, reason, cause, 6, 7, 8, 38 ; 

pi Skeles, 80, 117. 
Skeluol, reasonable. 
Skeluolliche, reasonably, with 

reason, 6. 
Slac, slack, slow, 32. 
Slacnesse, slowness, idleness, 33, 

138, 169. 
Sla^e, to slay (3rd pers. sing, 

SlajJ)), 8, 34, 61, 89, 174. 
SIa3j)e, slaughter, death, 90. 
Sle, Slea, to slay, 48, 223. 
Sleaufe, Sleawfe, Sleufe, sloth, 

16, 31, 34, 40, 67, 157, 163. 
Sleauuol, Sleauuolle, Sleawol, 

slothful, 170, 174. 
Slep, sleep, 31, 264. 
Slepe, to sleep, 29, 61. 
Slep]), sleeps, 56, 127. 
Slepinde, sleeping, 158. 
Sleuuol, Sleawolle, SleuuoUe, 

slothful, 31, 32, 34, 67. 
SleuuoUiche, slothfully, 32. 
Sle^e, adj, prudent, 265. 
Sle3fe, sleight, craft, prudence, 

18, 78, 118, 124, 265. 
Slyt, sHdes, 149. 
Smac, Smak, taste, relish, 33, 

82, 83, 106, 245 ; pi Smackes, 

112. 



Smackinde, tasting, relishing, 

245, 260. 
Smacky, to taste, 247, 269. 
SmakeJ), taste, relish, 92, 106. 
Smal, small, 74, 137 ; pi Smale, 

23, 130. 
Smalliche, adv. minutely. 111 ; 

A.S. smealtce. 
Smel, smeU, 123, 177. 
Smerie, to smear, anoint, 60; A.S. 

sm^ridn, 
Smeringe, anointing, 148. 
Smeryels, Smeriels, ointment, 

187, 217 ; A.S. smerds. 
Smit, smites, 30, 116. 
Smite, sound, voice, 140. 
Smifes, carpenters. 
Smot, smote, 48. 
Snaw, snow, 267. 
Snegge, snail, 32 ; A.S. sneg-d, 

snaiL 
Snode, morsel, 77, 111 ; pi. 

Snoden, 218 ; A.S. snidy from 

mtdan, to cut. 
Sobre, 254. 

Sobreliche, soberly, 248, 265. 
Sobrete, sobriety, 4, 254. 
Sodaynliche, suddenly, 64, 248. 
Soffre, suffer, 139. 
Soigneus, busy, 156. 
Solaci, to please, 63, 213. 
Solas, solace, 72, 108. 
Solemnes, pi. Solemn, 224. 
Solempne, solemn, 225. 
Somblont, pretence, 211. 
Somme, sum, 261. 
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Somoni, to summon, 87, 104. 
Sopl^strie, 65. 
Sopiere, supper, 133. 
-Sostene, Sostyne, to sustain, 35, 

38, 39, 45, 56, 57, 104. 
Sostinonce, 54, 139. 
Sotil, subtle, crafty, pL Sotyls, 

26, 59, 82, 99. 
SotiUiche, subtlely, 26, 46, 99. 
Sotylhede, subtlety, 117. 
Soucouri, to succour, 186. 
Soudeurs, soldiers, 146. 
Soupi, to sup, 52. 
Soverayn, 189. 

Sovi, Sovy, to save, 98, 162, 226. 
Spacialliche, specially, 252. 
Spade, 108. 

Spari, to spare, abstain, 157, 224. 
Speche, speech, 21. 
Special, 15, 16, 94. 
Specialliche, specially, 2, 7, 16, 

69. 
Spek, spake, 251. 
Speke, to speak, 33 ; 3rd pers, 

s'uKj, Spekf, Spec]), speaks, 10, 

34, 56, 126 ;i?/. Spekef, 18. 
Spekeman, spokesman, 60, 99. 
S]>ekenne, to speak, 94, 103, 104, 

109. 
Spekinde, speaking, 226. 
Spekinge, speaking, speech, 50. 
Spelle, story, gospel, 5, 6, 57, 
. 58, 109. 
Spendere, expender, treasurer, 

190. 
Si)cndinge, expense ; pi. Spend- 



inges, 21, 34, 37. 
Sperringe, a sparrow, 52 ; A.S. 
• speanva. 
Spille, to destroy, 232 ; Zrdpers. 

sing. SpUj), 182, 212. 
Spirituallyche, spiritually, 14. 
Spifre, spider, 164. 
Sposayles, espousal, wedding, 

189, 235. 
Spotty, blemished, faulty, 192. 
Spousbreche, adultery, 37. 
Spouse, 10, 118. 
Spousede, espoused, 118. 
Spoushod, marriage, 10, 43, 185. 
Spousy, to marry, 225. 
Spousynge, marriage, 227. 
Sprede, to spread, 29. 
Spret, spreads, 23, 131. 
Ssake, to shake, 4, 116. 
Ssamo, shame, 8 ; pi. Ssames, 

21, 82. 
Ssamio, to be ashamed, 229. 
Ssamnesse, shame, 142. 
Ssamuest, Ssamueste, modest, 

193, 216, 222. 
Ssamuol, shameful, 117. 
Ssamuolliche, shamefully, 181. 
Ssarnbodde, sharn-budo, a dung 

beetle; A.S. sceam, dung, 61. 
Ssarp, sharp, 165. 
Ssarpnesse, sharpness, penance, 

142, 165, 186. 
Ssast = ssla^d = sla^st, slayest, 

56. 
Ssat = seeaty shot, 45. 
Sseawere, a mirror, 84, 177. 



22 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



338 



QLOSBARIAL INDEX. 



Sseawinge, revelations, appear- 
ance, 2 ; pi. Sseawynges, 14. 

Sseawy, ssewy, to show, 56, 73, 
100; pt SseaweJ), 21, 26, 
110 ; pret. Sseawede, 13. 

Ssed, Ssede, shade, shadow, 77, 
95, 97, 137. 

Ssedde, shed, 1, 107. 

Sseduy, to take shade or shelter, 
97. 

Sseffea =- ssepfes, forms, 62. 

Ssel, (1.) shall, 2, 5, 104 ; (2.) 
owes, ought, 113, 115, 145, 
214. 

Saeld, shield, 1, 167. 

Sselt, Shalt, 5, 129. 

Ssende, to destroy, confound, 
ruin, 28, 126, 148 ; Zrd pers. 
sing, pres, Ssent ; A.S. srendan, 

Ssep, Ssepe, sheep, 50, 88, 137, 
192. 

Ssepe, reward, pay, lure, 33, 40, 
86, 113, 146; pi. Ssepes, 
wages, 39. Chaucer uses Shype 
(Parson's Tale) in the same 
sense ; cp. A.S. sceoppa, a 
treasury. 

Ssepinges, forms, creatures, 64, 
108, 245. 

Sseppere, creator, 6, 7, 18, 145. 

Ssepf, giveth reward, 209. 

Ssepfo, creature, form, 5, 6, 81, 
151, 270; pi. Ssep>es, 13, 
64, 84, 112 ; A.S. sceppan, to 
form ; sceaft^ creature. 

Sserte, shirt, 190. 



Sset, shuts, 186, 218. 

Ssette, to shut, 179, 188 ; pret. 

Ssette, 189. 
Ssette-pors, a shut-purse, 187. 
Ssetteles, hars, 94 ; A.S. scyttd, 

lock, bar, bolt. 
Ssrewees, mirrors, 176. 
Ssewy, to show, 44, 69. See 



Ssewynge, appearance, 36. See 

Sseawinge. 
Ssine, to shine, 188. 
SsinJ), shines, 64. 
Ssip, Ssipe, ship, 112, 129. 
Ssipmen, shipmen, sailors, 60, 

140. ■ 
Ssmak, taste, 83. 
Sso, shoe, 220. 
Ssoinge, shoes, 154. 
SsofJ), shoves, 174. 
Ssolde, should, 12 ; 2nd per. dng. 

Ssoldest; ^rd pi. Ssolden, 6, 

12, 20. 
Ssolle, SsoUen,i??. shall, 1, 3, 5, 8. 
Ssop, created, 87. 
Ssomede, scabby, 224. /SeeSsarn- 

bode. 
Ssort, Ssorte, short, brief, 81, 98, 

99, 189. 
Ssorthede, brevity, 99. 
Ssortlaker, more briefly, 252. 
SsortHche, briefly, 24, 79,99, 123. 
Ssrede, to clothe, 90, 258 ; A.S. 

scrydarif to clothe. 
Ssi-edinge, clothing, 177, 258. 
Ssrewe, wretch, 32. 
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Ssrifte, Ssryfte, Ssrifje, shrift, 4, 

U, 20, 31, 32. 
Ssrif)), shrives, 174. 
Ssriue,/?.^?. shriven, 174. 
Ssriuere, confessor, 174. 
Ssriufteuader, father confessor, 

38, 155. 
Ssrive, Ssry ve, to shrive, confess, 

5, 32, 70, 132. 
Ssrof, shrove, confessed, 178. 
Ssroud, covering, dress, 258. 
Ssyetere, shooter, archer, 174. 
Ssylde, to shield, 271. 
Ssyne, to shine, 267. 
Ssynynde, shining, 76. 
Stable, 83. 
Stablen, stables, 210. 
Stages, 122. 
Stale, stealing, theft, 9. 
Stape, step, 3, 47 ; pL Stapes, 32, 

46. 
Stas {pL of Stat), states, 28. 
Stat, state, 7, 28, 48. 
Stea^, ascended, 13, 213; A.S. 

stigan (pret. stdh), to ascend. 
Stech, Stechche, piece, pL Stech- 

ches, 62, 111 ; A.S. sticce, 
Stede, place, 7, 140. 
Stedeuest, stedfast, 84, 116, 232. 
Stedeuestliqhe, stedfastly, 11, 86, 

105, 233. 
Stedeuestnesee, stodfastness, 83, 

164. 
Stef, staff, pi. Steues, 156. 
Stefhede, stiffness, strength, 263. 
Stcfliche, strongly, 258. 



Stele, to steal, 79 ; 2nd per. sing. 

Stelst, 38; 3rd sing. Stelf, 23, 

37; pi. SteleJ), 26, 37. * 
Stempe, to stumble, 206. Stumpe 

occurs in this sense in Owl and 

Nightingale. 
Stench, stink, 248. 
Stene, to stone, 213. 
Steple, 23, 180. 
Sterie, to stir, direct, endeavour, 

173, 186. 
Sterre, star, 164. 
Sterren, stars, 267. 
Sterue, to die, 2, 70, 143 ; pi 2nd 

sing. Sterfst, 71 ; 3rd sing. 

SterfJ), 54, 71 ; 3rd pi. Ster- 

uep, 36, 71 ; subj. pret. Storue, 

54 ; pret. Sterf, 70. 
Steruinde, dying, 75. 
Steruinge, death, 10, 73, 95, 165. 
Steve, staff, 156. See Stef. 
StiUehede, solitude, 142. 
Stilliche, secretly, 65. 
Stinkinde, Stynkynde, stinking, 

32, 49, 81, 189. 
Stole, stool, 239. 
Ston, stone, 1 ; pi. Stones, 140. 
Stonchi, to staunch, 73, 110. 
Stondinde, standing, 170; stiif, 

216. 
Stoppi, to stop, 257. 
Stor, incense, 211 ; A.S. star. 
Storue, Storuen, died, 12, 67. 

See Sterue. 
Stoupi, to stoop, bend, 151. 
Strait, Strayt, Strayte, 54, 78, 1 30. 
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Straitliche, Straytliche, Streyt- 
liche, straitly, strictly, 7, 18, 
34, 171. 
Strang, strong, lQ;pl. Stronge, 

83. 
Stranger, stronger, 168. 
Stranglaker, more strongly, 17, 

25, 88, 116. 
Stranglakest, most strongly, 157. 
Strangliche, strongly, firmly, 15, 

127, 212. 
Strayny, to restrain, 263. 
Strechche, to stretch, 103. 
Streme, Streame, stream, 72. 
Stronger, stronger, 170. 
Strengjje, force, 3, 45, 161 ; no 
strengfe = no fors, no matter, 
51. 
Strengfi, to strengthen, 86, 180. 
Strepe, to strip, 98, 105. 
Strif, Stryf, strife, dispute, 23, 

57, 66. 
Striui, to strive, dispute, 05, 
Striuinde, striving, 154. 
Stryfinge, strife, 57. 
Strok, stroke, 34. 
Stude, Studie, Studye, to study, 

24, 34, 70, 78, 232. 
Substance, 113. 

Substanciel, Suhstancieler, 113. 
Sudyakne, Sufdeakne, subdea 

con, 225, 235. 
Suspiciouses, pi suspicious, 226. 
Sustyene)}, pi sustain, 57. 
Symoniaks, 41. 
Symony, 34, 41, 42. 



Tables (commandments), 5. 
Tables, games of hazard, 45, 52. 
Take, to give, 22; touch upon, 

56 ; 3rd sing, Takp, 175. 
Takinges, touchings, handlings, 

9, 10, 46. 
Tale, number, estimation, 11, 108, 

234. 
Tal^-inde, tale-bearing, 207. 
Taueme, 56. 
Tauerayer, a tavern-keeper, 44; 

a tavem-goer, 51. 
Tayles, duties, toUage, 38. 
Te, to, 172. 
Tealde, told, 239. 
Techches, habits, bad habits, 32, 
136. 

Teche, to teach ; 3rd sing, TekJ), 
6, 49 ; pi TecheJ), 8. 

Techinge, teaching, 68. 

Tedra^ynge, detraction, 61. 

Telle, to number, reckon, 17, 21. 

Telleres, narrators, 58. 

Tellinge, numbering, 1. 

Tel]>, tells, 62. 

Temperance, 4, 124. 

Tempeste, 73. 

TempreJ), tempers, 254. 

Tende, tenth, 2, 11, 13. 

Tendes, tithes, 41. 

Tendre, tender, 77, 148. 

Teppe (obliq, case of Tep), a tap, 
27. 

Terestre, 50. 

Terme, 33. 

Te]>, t«eth, 67. 
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Teue = to ene, yesterday even- 
ing, 51. 

Tejele, tUe, 167. 

Tidyinges, tidings, 58. 

Tiene, to annoy, weary, 34. See 
Tyeni. 

Timlich, Timliche, timely, tem- 
poral, 19, 30, 44, 52. 

To, too, 6. 

To-ayens, against, 6, 10, 26, 158. 

To-brekef, pi. break in pieces, 64. 

Tobre^J), breaks in pieces, 6, 

Tobroke, broken in pieces, 30. 

Tocleue, burst in pieces, 50, 56. 

Tocne, Tokne, a token, sign, 226. 

Tocnen, Toknen, tokens, signs, 
10, 69, 216. 

Todele, to divide, separate, dis- 
tinguish, distribute, 2, 17, 80; 
Todel {imp.) 73, 74 ; pp. To- 
deld, 83, 86; jrret Todelde, 
226, 164 ; To-dele we, let us 
depart, 72. 

Todelinge, division, separation, 3, 
72, 189. 

To-delf, divides, separates, dis- 
tinguishes, 16, 17, 119. 

To-di^t, explained, rendered, 164. 
See Di3te. 

Todi3tinge, division, 72. 

To-drajinge, detraction, 57, 62. 

To-drajJ), detracts, depreciates, 62. 

Togidere, Togydere, together, 43, 
67. 

To-heawe, to hew to pieces, 62 ; 
to-heau]), curtails. 



Tokne, token, 68, 177. 
Toknen, tokens, signs, 2. 
Tckninge, sign, 50. 
Tol, toll, 192. 
To-moche, very much, 14. 
Tomochelhede, excess, 248. 
Tonge, tongue, 24, 50. 
Tongen, tongues, 22, 142. 
Tonne, a tun, barrel, 27, 167. 
Tonnen, tuns, 35. 
Toparte, to divide, diistribute, 170. 
Toppe, above, 6, 106, 163. 
Torment, «&. 29, 79 ;pl. Tormens, 

73, 166, 167. 
Tormente, v. 53. 

Tomement, Tomoyment, a tour- 
nament, 46, 101, 117, 252 ; pi. 
Tomemens, Tomoymens, 166, 
252. * 
Tofan, to that, 56. 
ToualJ), falls back, perishes, 33, 

184. 
Tonnes, towns, 30. 
Touore, before, 7. 
Tour, tower, 23, 47. 
Toyans, Toyeans, Toyens, against, 

towards, 20, 86. 
To^te, taught, 96, 149. 
Trau, Traw, Traue, Trawe, 
Trauwe, tree, 28, 57, 95, 201, 
202. 
Trauail, sb. labour, 130. 
Trauailinde, running, 167. 
Trauayli, to labour, oppress, 33, 

39, 171. 
Traues, Trawes, trees, 25, 94, 95. 
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Traysoun, treason, 37. 

Tresor, Trezor, treasuro, 57, 96. 

Tresoriere, treasurer, 231. 

Tretable, tractable, 94, 167. 

Trete, to treat, 142. 

Trewe, true, 101. 

Treueliche, Treweliche, Triewe- 

liche, truly, 79, 134, 169. 
Treufe, TrewJ>e, truth, troth, 221, 

256. 
Triacle, remedy, medicine, 17, 

144. 
Trobli, Troubli, to trouble, 104, 

150. 
Trone, throne, 266. 
Trossinge, tressing of hair, 176. 
Trost, imp, trust, 241. 
Trosti, to trusty 242. 
Trufles, jests, 56, 58. 
Truont, a beggar, 174 ; pi. Tru- 

ons, 194. 
Tuay, Tuaye, two, 1, 30, 67. 
Tuelf, twelve, 2, 11. 
Tuelfte, twelfth, 14. 
Tuo, two, 2. 
Turle, turtle dove, 226. 
Tuyes, Tuies, twice, 35, 36. 
Tuyg, a twig, 22 ; pH, Tuyggee, 

Tuyegges, 17, 41. 
Tuyste, to twist, 159. 
Tyares, lyeares, Tyeres, tears, 

74, 83, 173, 267. 
Tyene, anger, grief, disinclination, 

31, 66, 124 ; A.S. teSna. 
Tyeni, Tyeny, to grow weary of, 

73, 99, 142, 161 ; A.S. teonan. 



Tymlich, Tymliche, temporal, 2. 

Tyrans, tyrants, 182. 

Jja,/. the, that, 33. 

])an, dot. that (man), 23. 

J)an, those, 21, 265. 

Jjane, Jjanne, ace. the, 27, 34, 66. 

])ank, thanks, 18. 

Jjanne, than, then, when, 12, 16, 

18, 20, 30. 
)}annes, thence, 12. 
Jjaj, though, 9. 

Jja^les, yet, nevertheless, 6, 8, 9. 
Jje, thou-thyself, 54. . 
J)eauwes, Jjeawes, practices, habits, 

17, 78, 131 ; A.S. ^w. 
)jollich,Jjelliche, this, these, such, 

7, 8, 9, 10, 27, ^66 ; A.S. 

^yUte^ ^ylc, the like. It is pro- 
bable that the pL ^ellickey O.E. 

pdke^hsa been confounded with 

A.S. pa ylca, the same. 
J^enche, to think, 47, 55 ; imp. 

Thench, 20 ; Jjengst, 2nd per. 

sing. 214 ; Zrd s. pengf, 18, 

65, 92. 
|}enchinde, thinking, 212. 
J)enchinge, thought, 6, 72, 212. 
J)er, there, where, 1, 5, 6, 58. 
J)erhuile, J)erhuils, J^erhuyl, whilst, 

139, 217. 
J)erles, windows, 204 ; A.S. pdrd, 

a hole. 
J)ermide, therewith, 127. 
])eme, for pesne^ ace. this, 94, 

111, 113, 214. 
pertejens, there-against, 11, 
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Jjes, m. this, 53, 65, 150. 

J>et, rel that, 1, U, 19. 

J)et, the artide neuter, the, 2, 14, 

16, 19, 181. 
pet o))er, second, 16. 
Jjet-to-fan, in order that, 170. 
Jjewes, customs, habits, 79. 
Jjider, thither, 140. 
Jjieffe, theft, 9. 
Jjieme, a maid servant, 129. 
Jjiesterliche, darkly, 244. 
])iestemesse, darkness, 201. 
Jjiestre, dark, 159 ; A,S,\feo8ter. 
J)incf, J)ingf, appears, 18, 108, 

143, 164. 
Jjinen (of), thine, 194. 
J)is (dot. Jjise, Jjisen), 2, 6, 7, 

44, 121. 
j)is, Jjise, J)es, these, 1, 7. 
J)o,/. the, that, 1, 12, 13. 
J)o, pi. the, those, 8, 9, 13. 
)3o, when, 141. 

Jjole, imp., suffer, endure, 117. 
J)olemodnes3e, patience, endur- 
ance, 68, 132, 183, 185. 
Jjolie, Jjolye, to suffer, endure, 1 2, 

22, 33, 74, 162; A.S. pdlian. 
Jjoliynge, Jjolyinge, endurance, 

suffering, 157, 163, 164. 
Jjolynde, enduring, 167. 
J)on, those, 11, 12, 135. 
Jjondre, thunder, 130. 
Jjonke, J}onke8, thanks, 18, 55, 

262. 
J^nki, Jjonky, to thank, 6, 7. 
Jjom-hog, hedge-hog, 66, 



Jjorst, thirst, 73, 96. 

Jjorj, through, 81, 

Jjos, Jjous, thus, 39, 184. 

))oume, thumb, 43. 

Jjousend, Jjouzen, Jjousond, 67, 

75, 77, 268. 
J)03t, Jj03te, thought, 6, 9. 
J)rauwe, Jjrawe, to throw, 139, 

152. 
J)raw}), J)rauf, throws, 17, 23, 

179. 
Jjreapni, Jjreapny, to threaten, re- 
prove, 97, 162, 184; A.S. 
preapian, 
Jjreapninge, Jjreapnynge, threat- 
ening, 38, 65, 66, 72. 
Jjrel, pi Jjrelles, thrall, slave, 

19, 67, 86, 87. 
Jjreldom, Jjreldome, slavery, 

bondage, 86, 87. 
J)restes, crowds, hosts, 183. 
Jjreu, threw, 133. 
J)ri, three, 2, 3, 7 ; Jjrisife, three 

times, 234. 
J)ridde, third, 2, 12. 
Jjries, thrice, 35, 36. 
J)rin, therein, 167. 
Jjrittajte, thirtieth, 234. 
Jmtti, thirty, 141, 234. 
J)rote, throat, 14. 
Jjyef, ohliq. case, Jjyeve, thief, 

37, 263 ; pi Jjyeues, 37. 
Jjyeffe, theft, 38, 192. 
Jjyester, Jjyestre, dark, 45, 264, 

266, 276 ; A.S. l^eoster. 
J)yestemesse, darkness, 189. 
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))yues := Jjyeues, thieves, 254. 

Uader, father, pi, Uaderes, 155. 

Uaderlease, Uaderlyese, father- 
less, 188, 193. 

Uair, Uayr, Uaire, Uayre, fair, 
16, 27, 81. 

UaUe, to faU, 29, 31. 

Ual]), falls, ^^ ; Ualle]), pi fall, 
69. 

Ualouwe, to fade, 81. 

Uals, Ualse, false, 6, 10, 18. 

Ualse, to forge, 40, 62. 

Ualsere, a falsifier, 62. 

Ualshede, falsehood, 10, 39, 63. 

Ualsliche, Ualslyche, falsely, 28, 
64. 

Ualsne, ace. false, 24. 

Uand, found, 57, 181. 

Uanite, vanity, 77. 

Uanni, to fan, winnow, 139. 

Uare, to fare, 1. 

TJayre]), hecomes fair, 95 ; makes 
fair, 232. 

Uayrhede, beauty, 16, 18, 75. 

Uayrliche, fairly, smoothly, 1, 
69. 

Ueawe, few, 162, 254. 

Uedde, fed, 96, 190. 

Uede, to feed, 199. 

Uelaje, fellow, participator, ac- 
cessory, 36, 37, 67. 

Uela^e, to join, share, participate, 
101, 102, 256. 

Uela3rede, fellowship, commu- 
nion, 9, 10, 14, 38. 



Ueld, Uelde, Uelden, filled, 55, 
233. 

Ueld, Uelde, field, 81, 131. 

Uele, Uelen, many, 5, 13, 1.02, 
103 ; uelesipe, uelezipe, many 
times, 20, 257 ; ueleuald, many 
fold, 212. 

Uele, to feel, 154, 180. 

Uelinge, feeling, 241. 

Uelle, skin, 210. 

Uelle, to fill, 77, 92. 

Uelle]), pL fill, 44. 

Uelf, feels, 23, 25, 131. 

UelJ), fills, 58. 

Uelfe, filth, 56, 61, 81. 

Uend, Uiend, Uyend, enemy, 
fiend, devil, 1, et passim. 

Uendonginge, vendago, sale, 36. 

Uenial, Uenyal, 16, 73. 

Uenim, Uenym, 17, 22. 

Ueniraouse QV. Uenimouses), 27, 
171. 

Uer, Uere, fire, 30, 65, 66, 74. 

Uer,far, 133, 143. 

Uerliche, suddenly, hastily, 55, 
130. 

Uerlichhede, haste, 55 ; A.S. /c^, 
sudden ; fctrlice, suddenly. 

Uerre, far, distant, 204. 

Uerri, to put at a distance, re- 
move, 178; A.S. /?orr/a;i. 

Uers, verse, 128. 

Uerst, Uerste, first, 1, 2, 31. 

Uerste, to delay, 173 ; A.S. fyrsf, 
interval ; fyrstan, to give re- 
spite. 
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Uerfe, fourth, 2, 3. 
TJerfinge, farthing, 193. 
Uest, Ueste, fast, 50, 91, 178. 
Ueste, to fast, 51, 52. 
Uestemens, vestments, 41. 
Uestinges, fasts, 33, 51, 52. 
Uestliche, fast, firm, 166, 252, 

243. 
Uestnesse, firmness, stability, 1 04, 

107. 
Uestni, to fasten, strengthen, 

establish, 106, 117, 213. 
Uet, feet, 14, 15. 
Uet, Uette, fat, 35, 53. 
Uete, ohliq, case of Uet, a vat, 

vessel, 199. 
Ueteres, fetters, 128. 
Ueth, feedeth, 241. 
Ueferen, feathers, 270. 
UetteJ), pi fatten, 241. 
Uice, 27. 
Uif, five, 46. 
Uifte, Uyfte, fifth, 2. 
Uil, UQe, Uyl, Uyle, vile, 82, 

132, 180. 
Uil, fell {pi UiUe, Uillen), 16, 

67, 98. 
Uilayn, Uileyn, Uileyne, wicked, 

disgraceful, vile, 59, 194. 
Uile, Vile, oil, 93. 
Uile, will, 152. 
Uiles, pi vile, 76. 
Uileynie, Uileyneye, Uileynye, 

disgraceful conduct, wicked- 
ness, 18, 31, 75. 
Uileynlaker, more wickedly, 64. 



Uileynliche. Uileynlyche, wick- 
edly, 64, 69. 

Uilhede, vileness, 130. 

Uilliohe, \-ilely, shamefully, 133. 

Uinde, Uynde, to find ; 2rul 
pers. diig. Uinst; Zrd pers. 
dng, Uint, 38, 39, 74, 207. 

Uingre, finger, 5, 63. 

Uisage, 45. 

Uiss, Uisse, fish, 50, 110, 170. 

Uissere, fisherman, 60, 238. 

Uifele, fiddle, 105. 

Uijt, Uiyjte, fight, 131, 169. 

Uijte, to fight, 15, 157. 

Ui3tinde, fighting, 219. 

Uijtinge, fighting, fight, 37, 170, 
181. 

Ulateri, to flatter, 61. 

Ulatours, flatterers, 256. 

Ulaje, pp. flayed, 73. 

Ulea^, fled, 130, 141. 

Uledde, Uledden, fled, 204. 

Uless, Ulesse, flesh, 9, 31, 47, 
80, 110, 180. 

Ulesslich, Ulessliche, Ulesslyche, 
fleshly, carnal, 10, 35, 42, 87, 
176. 

UleJ), flies, flieth, 25, 41. 

Ule3e, fly, 136. 

UlQ^en, flies, 39, 58, 270. 

Ulindre, moth, 206. This is con- 
nected with flitter and flutter, 
Cp. Prov. E. flinder, flitter^ 
fragment; Prov. Ger. flandem, 
to flutter. 

Uli3j), Uly3)), flies, 165, 206, 254. 
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Ulod, Ulode, flood, 247. 

Uly, to fly j UlyeJ), pi fly, flee, 

254. 
Ulyinde, flying, 66, 71. 
Ulynte, flint, 136. 
Unonynge, discord, 65. 
Uol, Uolle, full, complete, 1, 28, 

44, 96, 156, 160, 259. 
Uolc, Uolk, folks, people, 15, 43, 

122. 
Uoldest, completest, 270. See 

Uoldo. 
Uoldo, perfect, perfected, 28, 96, 

234. 
Uolhede, fulness, complete, 119. 
Uolkerede, people, 196. 
Uolle, Uolnesse, fulness, 133, 266. 
Uolleres, fullers, 167. 
UoUiche, UoUyche, fully, 73, 78, 

267. 
Uolmad, perfect, 28, 260. 
Uolserae, to serve fully, 33. 
Uolueld, Uoluelde, fulfilled, 88, 

96, 149. 
Uoluelle, to fulfil, 64, 93. 
Uoluellinde, perfect, 88, 113. 
Uoluellinge, completion, 260, 
UoluelJ), fulfilfl, 7, 83, 122. 
Uol}e)», follows, 12, 24, 36. 
Uol3i, Uol^y, imp. Uol^e, folk>w, 

74, 83, 166. 
Uoljinde, Uoljynde, following, 

1,2. 
Uon, foes, 255. 
Uondere, temper, 116. 
Uondi, Uondy, to tempt, 15, 46, 



116, 170; A.S. fandian. 
Uondinge, Uondynge, Uondingge, 

temptation, 1, 25, 31, 116, 

168, 176. 
Uor, for, 1, 2. 
Uorbegge, to atone for, 78. 
Uorbere, to forbear, abstain, 148. 
Uorberinge, forbearing, abstin- 
ence, 148, 205. 
Uorbeme, to consume, 225. 
Uorbemed, Uorbemde, consumed, 

burnt, 30, 67, 265. 
Uorbem)», consumes, 74. 
UorberJ), forbears, bears with, 

115. 
Uorbisne, Uorbysne, pi, Uor- 

bisnen, example, 46, 47, 87, 

89,237; A.S. forebysen, 
Uorbode, forbidden, 8, 9, 45. 
Uorbyet, forbids, 6. 
Uorde}), does away with, destroy, 

121. SeeVordo. 
Uore-yzede, aforesaid, 190. 
Uorkest, cast forth (as dead). 
Uorlay, lay with, ravished, 230, 

231. 
Uoileas, lost, 181, 184. 
Uorlet, forsakes, forsook, left, 

184, 259. 
Uorlete, to leave, forsake, forgive, 

126, 165, 262; A.&. forlddan, 
Uorlore, lost, ruined, 11, 14, 128. 
Uorlorene, pZ. lost, ruined, 13, 14. 
Uorlyese, to lose, 57. 
Uorlyesinge, Uorlyezinge, loss, 

156, 243. 
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Uor-roted, Uor-rotede, rotten, de- 
cayed, U8, 205. 

Uorspeche, prologue, prefiEU^e, 2, 
105, 165. 

Uorte, for to, until, 220. 

UorJ), forth, 119. 

Uor})an, because, 181. 

Uor^nche, to repent, forthink, 
5, 29, 125, 159. 

Uorfenchinde, repenting, 4, 20^ 
28, 32, 178. 

UorJ)enchinge, repentance, 73. 

UorJingJ), repents, 27, 29, 62. 

Uor)»rawe, overthrow, 86. 

Uorwerde, bargain, 36 ; A.S. 
foreweard, 

Uoryaf, forgave, 114. 

Uoiyef, imp, forgive, 110, 114. 

Uoiyef>, forgives, 28, 112, 179. 

Uoryet, forgets, 18. 

Uoryet, imp, forget, 73. 

Uoryete, to forget, 6, 46, for- 
gotten, 115. 

UoryeteJ), jpi, forget, 6, 78. 

Uoryetinde, forgetful, 32, 

Uoryetinge, forgetfulness, 18, 32, 
33. 

Uoryeue, to forgive, 29. 

Uoryeuenesse, forgiveness, 32, 
113, 179. 

Uorzake, to forsake, 48, 195. 

UorzakJ), UorzajJ), forsakes, 18, 
43, 221. 

Uorzede, aforesaid, 190. 

Uorzok, forsook, 77. 

UoTzoke, forsaken, 179. 



Uorzo)»e, forsooth, 16, 79. 

Uorzual3, devoured, 67. 

Uorzuel3e, to devour, 15, 56, 
111, 174, j>Z. Uorzuel^e)^, 52. 

Uorzuel)», Uorzuelj}), devours, 17, 
111. 

Uorzuerie, perjure, forswear, 6. 

Uorzueriinge, perjury, 57. 

Uorzuol3e, pp, devoured, HI, 206. 

Uorzuorene, perjured, 19. 

UorzuylJ), devours, 61. 

Uot, foot, 56, 127. 

Uoul, Uoule, foul, 22, 25, 35. 

Uoulhede, crime, disgrace, dis- 
honour, 25, 75. 

Uoulliche, foully, wickedly, 41, 
194. 

Uounde, pp, found, 83. ^ 

Uour, four, 3. 

Uourtajte, fortieth, 4, 13. 

Uourti, forty, 13, 67. 

Uox, fox, 151. 

Uojel, bird, 71, 178. 

Uojelere, fowler, 254. 

Uojeles, birds, 105. 

Uram, fifom, 7, 12. 

Ureme, advantage, profit, 43, 69, 
94, 117; A.S,/reme. 

Uremuol, advantageous, bene- 
ficial, 80. 

Urend, Uriend, Uryend, friend, 
30, 67. 

Urendrede, friendship, 149. 

Urete, to eat, devour, 39. 

Urefie, to keep free or holy ; A.S. 
freodian, fridian. 



r 
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Uri, to deliver, 262. 

XJri, Ury, free, 86. 

Uridom, Urydom, freedom, 1, 41, 

85, 87. 
Uriliclie, Urilyche, freely, 70, 86. 
Urind = Uriend, friend, 96. 
Uriwyl, free will, 86. 
Urostes, frosts, 108. 
Us, use, 55. 

Usi, Usy, to use, 48, 79. 
Uyealdinde, folding, 239. 
Uyend, enemy, devil, 76, 117. 
Uynde, to find, 1, 31, invent, 24. 
Uynt, finds, 31. 
Uy^te, to fight, 117. 

Waki, Waki, to watch, 52, 263.* 

Wakinde, waking, watching, 158. 

Wakinge, vigil, 33, 52, 232. 

Walewe, to wallow, 126. 

Wanhope, despair, 29, 34. 

Wantrokiynge, lack, want, 265 ; 
A.S. h-ucan, to fail, abate. 

Waste, 19. 

Wayn, profit, advantage, 43. 

Waynye, to dimimsh, 88; A.S. 
wanian, 

Wayte, to watch, lie in wait, 
121, 179. 

Way tinge, watching, 15. 

Wa3e, wave, 206 ; A.S. wckg. 

Wed, pledge, 36, 102, 113; A.S. 
weed, 

Wed-dyad, Wedde-dyad, mort- 
gage, 35. 

Weder, weather, 129. 



Wedercoc, vane, 180. 

Wefde, altar, 112. See Wyefde. 

Wei, very, 16, 22. 

Wellen, wells, 80. 

Wel-wilynde, well-wisher, friend, 

112. 
Wende, Wenden, thought, 108. 
Wende, to turn, go, 6, 13, con- 
vert, 90. 
Wende}), ph turn, go, 60. 
Wendinge, Wendynge, departure, 

separation, 70, 71. 
Wene, to think, 179. 
WeneJ,i>;. think, 21. 
Wenst, weenest, 129. 
Went, turns, 69, 180. 
WenJ), thinks, 21, 22, 128. 
Wenynge, thought, 113. 
Wepindeliche, weepingly, 192. 
WepJ>, weeps, 93. 
Wereden, protected, 266. 
Were]), guards, 124. 
Were]), becomes weary, 1 7. 
Weri, Wery, (1) to become 

weary, 33, 99. (2) weary, 84. 
Werie, to guard, 129, 182 ; A.S. 

weriatL 
Werihede, weariness, 33. 
Werm, reptile, worm, 137, 215, 

216. 
Wermene, of worms, 216. 
Wermethe, worm-eaten, 229. 
Wemde, denied, 189; A.S. wyi*- 

nariy to refuse. 
Werre, war, 30, 43. 
Werren, wars, 239. 
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Werreres =: weri'es, wars, strife, 

29. 
WerreJ), wars against, opposes, 17, 

18. 
Wem, to war against, oppose, 29, 

57. 
Werye, to defend, protect, 69, 

170. 
Wes, was, 7, past existence, 104. 
Wesse, to wash, 171. 
Wessinge, washing, 178. 
Wesst, washes, 202. 
Westen, knew, 72. 
Weter, water, 66, 74, 98. 
Wetery, to water, 96, 98. 
Weued, altar, 167. See Wyefdo. 
Wexe, to grow, 95 ; grown, 26. 
Wexef, pi grow, increase, 23. 
Wext, grows, 3, 18. 
Weyuerindemen, wayfaring men, 

travellers, 39. 
\Ve3e, to weigh, 44, 91, 255, 256. 
Wejjj, weigheth, 255. 
Wichen, Wychen, witches, 19, 

40. 
Wile, Wyle (Zrd per 8, sing.)^ 

will, pL Wille)), 16. 
Willinge, willingness, 9. 
Wilni, Wylny, to desire, 35, 36. 
Wiluolliche, willingly, vnlfullj/y 

140. 
Winne, to profit, 90. 
Wisliche, wisely, 210. 
\yi])-begge, redeem, 186. 
Wi])-bo3t, redeemed, 186. 
Wif-cleped, recalled, 189. 



WiJ)draje, to withdraw, 28. 
Wlaffere, a silly bahbler, 262. 
Wlatiinge, Wlatiynge, disgust, 
178, 192, 216 ; A.S. wlatiariy 
grieve, loathe. 
Wlatuol, hateful, disgusting, 241. 
Wod, Wode, mad, 66, 140. 
Wode, wood, 23, 96. 
Wode we, widow, 48, 190. 
Wodewen, Wodewon, widows, 

193, 225. 
Wodewhod, widowhood, 48, 185. 
Wodhede, madness, rage, 17, 18. 
Woke, week, 7, 212. 
Wolde (pi Wolden), would, 16, 

62. 
Woldest, wouldst, 73. 
Wolle, wool, 137. 
Womhe, belly, Womben, pL 53. 
Wonde, wound, 174, 217. 
Wonden, wounds, 148. 
Wonderliche, Wonderlyche, won- 

derfuUy, 14, 267. 
Wonderuol, WonderuoUe, won- 
derful, 15, 266. 
Wondrinde, wondering, 266. 
Wone, habit, custom, 6, 22, 38 ; 

A.S. tmne, 
Wonej), accustoms, 7. 
Wonie, Wonye, to dwell, 48, 54, 

87, 109; to accustom, 220; 

A.S. munian, 
Woniynge, Wonyinge, dwelling, 

abode, 149, 267. 
Wop, weeping, 71, 93, 265; A.S. 

wop. 
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Wordle, world, 7. 

WordleUche, worldly, 164, 210. 

Workinde, working, 206. 

Worknol, active, 199. 

Wore, woree, 20. 

Worei, to become woree, 33. 

WorJ), *is worj),* signifies, 7 ; avails, 

206. 
Wor>, shall be, 74. 
WoTf, Worje, worthy, fit, 23, 74. 
WoTp, value, 82. 
Worfe, to be worJ>e = to avail, 

90. 
Worjwsipe, Woresipe, honour ; sb, 

worehip, 8, 18, 20, 75, 104. 
Worjwsipie, Woresipie, to honour, 

worehip, 6, 6, 8, 75. 
Wor])ssiphede, honour, esteem, 

49. 
Worfssiplich, honourable, 80. 
Worjwsipliche, Woresipliche, hon- 
ourably, 54. 
Worfssipuol, honourable, 80, 83, 

259. 
WorfuoUe, honourable, 16. 
Wose, Woze, mud, 87, 89, 186; 

vapoura, 186 ; A.S. wase. 
Wot, knows, 9, 10. 
Wounden, wounds, 266. 
Woje, wall, 72. 
Wrang, wrong, 208. 
Wraye, to bewray, betray, 175 ; 

A.S. ioregan, 
Wrechchen, wretches, niggards, 

187, 188, 189. 
Wreche, Wreche, a wretch, 25, 



30, 31, 70, 129. 
Wreche, vengeance, 45. 
Wrek, thrust out, 189, 215 ; A.S. 

wrdkcan^ to exile (pret. icrd^). 
Wrench, craft, deceit, 129. 
WreJ) = Wrejf, hides, 61. 
WreJ)e, wi-ath, 8, 30. 
WreJ>eJ), is angry, 17, 34. 
Wre])i, Wre])])i, to make angry, 

be angry, 8, 60, 232. 
Wrefuolle, angry, enraged, 30. 
Wrikj), WrijJ), hides, 128. 
Writ, writes, 5. 
Wrbngliche, wrongfully, 8. 
Wro>, angry, 22. 
Wro>e, badly, 20. 
Wry, hide, cover, 258 ; A S. wri- 

garu 
WryeJ), hide, 61, 175. 
Wychche, witch, 41. 
Wychecreft, witchcraft, 43. 
Wychkedhede, Wyckedhede, 

wickedness, 43, 114. 
Wyed-hoc, weed-hook, hoe, 121. 
Wyefde, Wyeued, altar, 14, 236; 

A.S. weofod. 
Wyf, neuJt. wife, woman, 9, 181. 
Wyfman, woman, 10, 11. 
Wyfmen, Wymmen, women, 10, 

32. 
Wylhede, will, 164. 
Wylles, desires, 138. 
Wyllesuol, wilful, 263. 
Wyllief,i?Z. desire, 142. 
Wylni, Wylny, to desire, 9, 10, 

11, 34, 243. 
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Wylninge, Wylnynge, desire, 11, 

22, 30, 47, 72, 85, 176. 
WyluoUe, wilful, willing, 162. 
Wyn, wine, 27. 
Wyngen, wings, 217. 
Wynne, gain, obtain, dng, 2nd 

pers. Wynst, Zrd pera, Wyn]), 

17, 46, 102. 
Wynnyngge, gain, 23, 24. 
Wynynde, prevailing, 108. 
Wypi, to wipe, 161. 
Wysen, modes, 62. 
Wyshede, wisdom, 68. 
Wysliche, wisely, 94, 172. 
Wyste, knew, 98, 173. 
Wyt, Wytte, wit, wisdom, sense, 

11, 16,52,53. 
Wyte, to chide, blame, 69 ; A.S. 

tcUan. 
Wyte, Wytene, to leam, to know, 

to wit, 1, 5, 39, 72 ; A.S. vntan, 
Wytie, Wytye, to keep, preserve, 

keep from, to heed, 212, 229 ; 

to guard, 122, 166, 174. 
Wytinde, Wytynde, knowing, *by 

his wytinde,' he being aware, 

knowingly, 6, 8, 21. 
Wytindeliche, knowingly, 8, 18, 

65, 175. 
Wytleas, witless, 86. 
Wytnesse, witness, 10, 13. 
Wytte, out of his wytte, out of 

his wits, 68, 
Wytuol, intelligent, wise, 150. 
Wyfclepie, to recall, 215. See 

Clepie. 



Wyj^draje, to withdraw, abstain, 
cease, forbear, 9, 52, 53, 138. 

Wyfdra3e8, abstinences, 240. 

Wyj^drajinge, abstinence, 205. 

Wyfdrajst, withdrawest, 58. 

Wyj^drajJ), withdraws, 151, 254.' 

Wyfdroje, should withdraw, 264. 

Wyferweje, re-weigh, 137. 

Wyjhalt, withholds, 9, 249. 

Wyfinne, within, 10. 

Wyfnime, Wyfnyme, Wyfni- 
mene, to blame, reprove, err, 
137, 220, 255, 270. 

Wy])niminge, Wyf nymynge, re- 
proof, error, 82, 120, 148, 154. 

WyfnimJ), Wyfnyn^, reproves, 
17, 22, 69, 129. 

Wyfnymynges, reproaches, 66. 

Wyf score, separate, 254. 

Wy])settingges, exceptions, 39. 

Wyfstant, withstands, opposes, 
22. 

Wyfstonde, to oppose, 84, 265. 

Wyfstondinge, opposition, 2, 22, 
29, 268. 

Wyffe, rope, 135. 

Wyjzigge, deny, contradict, 175. 

Wy>zigginge, denial, contradic- 
tion, 52, 109, 153, 233. 

Wyui, to wive, marry, 228. 

Wyjte, weight, 44. 

Yaf, gave, 5, 50, 79. 
Yalde, old, 7. 

Yalp, boasted, 208 ; A.S. gilpan 
(pret. gealp). 
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Yarmed, armed, 83, 164. 
Yarn, ran, 191. 
Ybake, baked, 112. 
Ybeate, beaten, 236. 
Ybede, asked for, 117. 
Ybemde, burnt (one), 116. 
Yblent, bUnded, 72, 201, 223. 
Ybleued, remained, dwelt, 72, 

225. 
Yblissede, ph blessed, consecrated, 

41. 
Ybore, bom, 17. 

Yborje, saved, protected, 3, 5, 41, 
121, 205; A.S. beorgan.to save, 
protect (pret. hcorh, pp. gebor- 
gen), 
Yborjinge, salvation, 201. 
Ybounde, bound, 22, 145. 
Ybo3t, bought, 144. 
Ybro3t, brought, 269. 
Yby,boen, 31, 178. 
Ybyate, beaten, 239. 
Ycarked, loaded, 138, 142. 
Ycharged, loaded, 127, 260. 
Ychonged, changed, 242. 
Ychosene, pi. chosen, 68. 
Yclenzed, Yclienzed, cleansed, 74, 

267. 
Ycleped, YcUeped, caUed, 3, 18, 

73, 104. 
Ycliue, Yclyue, climbed, 26, 133; 

Du. Meveren, to climb. 
Ycome, come, 262. 
Ycomparisoned, compared, 81. 
Yconceyued, conceived, 221. 
Yconfermed,Yconfixmed, 106,146. 



Ycontined, continued, 39. 
Ycontyened, Ycontinent, con- 
tained, 118, 260. 
Ycorouned, crowned, 267. 
Tcorumped, corrupted, 140. 
Ydammed = Ydamned, damned, 
137. 

Ydampned, damned, 78. 

Ydel, in vain, empty, 5, 131. 

Ydel-blisse, vain glory, 17. 

Ydel-honded, empty-handed, 218. 

Ydelliche, in vain, 80. 

Ydelnesse, idleness, vanity, 48, 
74, 164. 

Ydemd, deemed, judged, 12, 137. 

Ydept, dipped, 106. 

Ydi3t, Ydyjt, prepared, ordered, 
20, 112, 197; decked, 47, 
217. 

Ydo, done, 30. 

Ydobbed, dubbed, 83. 

Ydobled, Ydobbled, doubled, 
230, 249. 

Ydolue, broken through, 263. 

Ydraje, drawn, 31 ; treatc<l, 133. 

Ydred, afraid, 104. 

Ydronke, drunk, 51. 

Yeaf, gave, 81. 

Yealde, old, 79, 97. 

YealdeJ?, grows old, 75. 

Yealden,;??. old, 184. 

Yeare, ear, 137, 211. 

Yearen, ears, 154. 

Yeast, east, 124. 

Yeden, went, 74, 166, 233. 

Yef, imjh give, 101. 
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Yef, if, 5, 21. 

Yefst, givest, 93. 

Yef|), gives, 22. 

Yeffe, gift, 3, 4, 24, 35. 

Yeld, imp. pay, 253. 

Yelde, to yield, give, pay, restore, 

1, 18, 31, 38. 
Yeldere, debtor, 163, 262. 
Yeldinde, indebted, 169. 
Yeldinge, debt, 115, 262. 
Yelpe, to boast, 79. See Yalp. 
Yelpere, boaster, 22. 
Yelpingge, Yelpinge, boast, 22, 

58, 59. 
Yelp]), boasts, 22, 34, 59. 
Yelst, restoredst, paidest, 38, 166. 
Yelt, yields, restores, gives, 18, 

81, 124, 253. 
Yeme, take care of, preserve, 7 ; 

A.S. gyman. 
Yeme, care, notice, heed, 24, 54. 
Yemere, sad, 215 ; A.S. geomor^ 

sad. 
Yend, yonder, 256. 
Yer, year, 1, 110. 
Yerd, rod, stem, 95. 
Yere, ear, 28. 
Yeren, ears, 48, 257. > 
Yeme, to desire, 74. 
Yeme, to run, 27, 39, 55 ; A.S. 

yman, to run (pret. am ; pp. 

umen). 
Yerninde, running, 207. 
Yeminge, running, 255 ; revolu- 
tion, 141. 
Yem]), rans, 50, 51, 75, 84, 204. 



Yerf e, earth, 8. 

Yesteneuen, yester evening, 61. 

Yeue, to give, 7, 23, 212. 

Yeuene, ger, to give, 114. 

Yeuere, giver, 120, 194. 

Yeuynge, giving, 120. 

Yexilid, exiled, 20. 

Yfayled, failed, 71. 

Yfloured, flowery, 136. 

Yfryd, fried. 111. 

Ygelt, gUded, 233. 

Ygelt, sinned, trespassed, 26. 

Ygert, girded, 236. 

Ygoyned, joined, 247. 

Ygraunted, granted, 264. 

Ygreued, grieved, 260. 

Yguo, gone, 142. 

Ygyled, beguiled, 124. 

Yhal^ede, hallowed, 40, 106, 

235. 
Yharmed, harmed, 238. 
Yhealde, Yhyealde, Yhyalde, 

bound, holden, esteemed, 32, 

68, 69. 
Yhed, hidden, 109, 139, 227. 
Yhende, near, 212. 
Yherbei^ed, harboured, lodged, 

130, 195. 
Yherd, heard, 97. 
Yhere, to hear, 20. 
Yhered, praised, honoured, 23, 

96, 104. 
YherJ), hears, 25, 27, 56. 
Yhet, had, 40, 177. 
Yhoded, hooded, consecrated, 49, 

235. 



23 
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Yhol, Yhole, whole, 62, 126, 171, 

220. 
Yhole, hidden, 26, 109, 221. 
Yholliche, Yhollyche, wholly, 

109, 127, 227. 
Yholnesse, wholeness, 230. 
Yholpe, holpen, helped, 184. 
Yhote, caUed, 118, 199. 
Yhuyted, Yhuited, made white, 

178, 228. 
Yhyalde, Yhyealde, bound, 8. 
Yhyer, imp, hear, 72. 
Yhyerd, heard, 20. 
Yhyere, to hear, 257. 
YhyereJ), i?Z. hear, 122. 
Yhyerf, hears, 62. 
Ykarked, loaded, 246. 
Ykend, conceived, 12, 263. 
Ykest, cast, 108. 
Yknauf , knows, 251. 
Yknawe, to know, 82 ; known, 

104. 
Ykuegt=Ykuenct, quenched, 173. 
Ykuenct, quenched, 186, 265. 
Yleaue, permission, 50. 
yieaue-nymynge, leave-taking, 

112. 
Ylefde, beUeved, 191. 
Yleft, remained, 173. 
Ylefjj, believes, 60, 69, 222. 
Ylef|>, remains, 60. 
Ylend, gave, lent, 19, 36, 90. 
Ylengd, prolonged, 198. 
Ylest, lasts, endures, 83, 168. 
Yleste, to last> persevere, 28, 68, 

71. 



Ylete,left, forsaken, 115,193,235. 

Yleue, to Hve, 93. 

Yleue, to beUeve, 11, 19, 69, 72, 

82, 242. 
Yleued, beheved, 242. 
Yleued, Uved, 130. 
Ylich, Ylych, alike, like, pi 

YUche, 62, 65, 88. 
Ylke, same, 224. 
Yloked, kept, guarded, protected, 

awarded, 7, 20, 67, 70, 191. 
Ylore, lost, 45, 129, 226. 
Yloje, lied, lessened, humbled, 

65, 144. 
Ylyemed, learned, taught, 70. 
Ylykned, likened, 234. 
Ylyky, to please, 109. 
Ymad, made, 7, 84. 
Ymage, 87. 

Ymarissed, married, 48, 220. 
Ymaymed, crippled, 136, 141. 
Ymengd, mixed, 196. 
Ymerd, purified, 94. 
Ympen, branches, 94, 95. 
Ymylded, meekened, 117. 
Ymyned, mined, 108. 
Yne, in. See Ine. 
Ynemned, named, 66, 79, 266. 
Ynewed, renewed, 107. 
Ynome, seized, taken, 46, 144, 

204. 
Ynorissed, nourished, 130, 205. 
Yno3, enough, 22. 
Yno3amendment, repentance, 171. 
Ynojbote, restitution, penance, 4, 

180. 
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Ynojlicho, sufficiently, abundant- 
ly, 55, 210. 
Yobliged, bound, 113. 
Yok, yoke, 255. 

Yolde,^^?. of Yelde, requited, 73. 
Yonge, young, 48. 
Yongne, ace, young, 162. 
Yordayned, ordained, 24. 
Youre = Yeare, ear, 265. 
Yourne, ph ran, 96. See Yerne. 
Ypasid, paat, 59, 113. 
Ypayd, pleased, 50, 177 ; payed, 

163. 
Ypeynt, painted, 26. 

Ypined, Ypyned, tormented, suf- 
fered, 213, 263. 

Ypijt, established, confirmed, 
199, 253. 

Ypocrisie, 17, 26. 

Ypocrite, 26. 

Yporcbased, purchased, 35. 

Ypraysed, praised, 21. 

Yprimsened, clothed, adorned, 
188. 

Ypunnyssed, punished, 74. 

Yqueme, please, 228. iS^ecKueme. 

Yquenct, quenched, 205, 240. 

Yrauissed, ravished, 143, 231. 

Yre, wrath, 101. 

Yreaued, taken away, 143. 

Yredliche, readily, 1. 

Yredy, ready, 173. 

Yroted, rooted, 107, 230. 

Yrymed, rhymed, 99. 

Yserued, deserved, 115. 

Yse3, saw, 156, 264. 



Yseje f e, sawest thou, 26>. 

Ysi, to see, 21, 54. 

Ysla^e, slain, 58. 

Ysliked, Yslyked, made sleek or 

smooth, 99, 212. 
Ysmaked, ysmacked, tasted, 93. 
Ysmered, smeared, anointed, 93. 
Ysmofed, smoothed, 57. 
Ysnes, irons, 128. 
Ysoje, seen, 264. 
Yspeke, spoken, 69, 87. 
Yspild, destroyed, 75, 129. 
Yspoused, espoused, married, 22 1 . 
Yssape, made, 87, 100. 
Ysseawed, Yssewed, shown, 44, 

76, 109. 
Yssed, shed, 239. 
Ysset, shut, 154. 
Yssored, shored, 207, 218. 
Yssred, clothed, 188. 
Yssruie, shriven, 70. 
Ystole, stolen, 58. 
Ystreng])ed, strengthened, 201. 
Ystriued, disputed, 164. 
Ysye]),i>Z. see, 217. 
Ytake, taken, 75. 
Ytald, told, 24, 70. 
Yta3t, Ytojte, taught, 54, 254. 
Ytempred, tempered, 257. 
Yfoled, suffered, 182. 
Yjonked, thanked, 196. 
Yjorsse, thrashed, 139 ; struck, 

266. 
Yualle, might befall, 36 ; fallen, 

157. 
Yual>, falls, causes, befalls, 258. 
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Yuar^ed, farrowed, 61 ; A.S./earh, 
a farrow, litter. 

Yuayred, made fair, 107, 200. 

Yue =Yme, give, 271. 

Yued, fed, 141. 

Yueld, felled, struck, 50, 143, 
249. 

Yuelded = Yuelde, filled, 246. 

Yuele, to feel, 83, 92, 131. 

Yuel>, feels, 31, 128. 

Yuerred, removed, 240. See VerrL 

Yuestned, confirmed, strength- 
ened, 105, 107, 109, 221. 

Yuef, imp. give, 265. 

Yuinde, to find, 30, 48, 64, 130. 

Yulemed, fugitive, 39. 

Yuo, foe, foes, 76, 171. 

Yuoljed, followed. See Uolzi. 

Yuon, foes, 197. 

Yuonde, found, 186. 

Yuonded, tempted, 117. 

Yuorj>ed, nourished, 186 ; A.S. 
/ardian, to aid, assist. 

Yuounde, found, 92. 

Y\xo^te,pp, fought, 176. 

Yuryd, set free, 86 ; delivered, 
293. 

Yvzed, used, 115. 

Ywent, turned, 24, 88; gone, 164; 
come to pass, 262. 

Ywer, wary, M)0. 

Ywesse, washed, 107, 112, 236. 

Ywetered, watered, 131. 

Ywonded, wounded, 148. 

Ywoned, wont, 90, 106. 

Yworfe, be, become, 262 ; come 



(to nothing), 40. 
Ywor])s«iped, worshipped, hon- 
oured, 81. 
Ywrethed, made angry, 161, 171. 
Ywre^e, Ywri3e, hidden, covered, 

covert, 37, 96, 210. See Wri^. 
Ywryte, written, 217. 
Ywryje, covered, 66. 
Ywry^eliche, secretly, 37. 
Ywyl, will, 94, 217. 
Ywylned, desired, 76, 80. 
Ywyte, to learn, notice, know, 

24, 29, 57, 70;^. known, 10. 
Ywyte, preserve, 212 ; guard, 

241. See Wytie. 
Yyeue, given, 20, 79. 
Yyolde, paid, restored, 120, 163, 

191. 
Yyoyned, joined, 260. 
Yzawe, sawn, 255. 
Yzed, said, 20, 34, 39, 74 ; called, 

93. 
Yzen, Ysen, iron, 139, 167, 217. 
Yzendred, purified, 251. 
Yzenejed, Yzenjed, sinned, 21, 

173, 221. 
Yzet, set, ordained, 7, 167 ; set, 

131, 213. 
YzeJ), see, 36, 72. 
Yzej, saw, 2, US; pi. Yzeje, 126, 

156. 
Yzeje, sawest, 20 ; suhj. saw, 

33. 
Yze3en, pi, saw, 212. 
Yzi, Yzy, Ysy, to see, 24, 27, 70, 

73, 157. 
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Yzist, Yzixt, Yzyxt, seest, 73, 80, 

101. 
Yzij, see, 185. 
Yzijt, Yzijf, YzyjJ), sees, 22, 25, 

81, 85, lU, 115, 130, 157. 
Yzoje, seen, 10, 173, 184. 
Yzyeniie, to see, to be seen, 108, 

228, 238. 
YzyeJ), YzyzJ), sees, see, 53, 56. 
Yzyef, Yzy]), Yzep, sees, see, 27, 

46, 72, 75. 

Zalt, salt, 242. 

Zang, song, 60, 61, 68, 

Zaule, soul, 14, 105. 

Zaulen, Zaules, souls, 1, 113, 264. 

Zawe, sow, 43, 214. 

Zay, say, 1, 8, 103. 

Zayde, said, 103, 185. 

Zayl, sail, 183. 

Zaynte, Zaynt, saint, 12, 13. 

Zayst, sayest, 70, 102. 

Zayf , says, 6, 14. 

Ze, sea, 14, 37. 

Ze,he, 117. 

Zeade, Zeayde, said, 96. 

Zech, Zeche, sack, 50, 81, 216. 

Zeche, to seek, 22, 38, 74, 94, 

184 ; imp, Zech, 184. 
Zed, sad, firm, 83. 
Zed, seed, 143, 216. 
Zede, said, 59, 89. 
Zek]), seeks, 123, 184. 
Zele, sell, 241. 
Zelf, self, 59. 
Zelle, to sell, 36, 13a 



Zellere, seller, 45. 

Zelle]), pi sell, 36. 

Zelf, sells, 24, 36, 51. 

Zelue, self, same, 41, 45, 102. 

Zeluer, Zelure, silver, 6, 35, 36. 

Zen, sin, 262. 

Zende, to send, imp. Zend, 

Zenejere, sinner, 33, 60, 114. 

Zene^ep, sins, 4, 6, 8, 19. 

Zeneji, to sin, 20, 45, 6a 

Zengpy singes, 229. 

Zenne, sin, 2, 6, 15. 

Zennes, Zennen, sins, 7, 9, 115« 

Zent, sends, 3rd sing. 73. 

Zenuol, ZenuoUe, sinful, 15, 59, 

90, 113. 
Zep, sap, 96. 
Zet, sets, 7, 62, 124. 
Zet, sat, 96. 
Zete, imp, place, 254. 
Zeterday, Saturday, 7, 213. 
Zetnesse, stability, 104. 
Zetnesses, bounds, 223. 
Zette, to set, place, appoint, 6; 

pret. appointed, ordained, 11, 

12, 13, 95; sat, 199. 
Zef J)e, since, afterwards, 14, 47, 

48, 100, 242. 
Zeue, seven, 3, 4, 14. 
Zeuende, seventh, 2, 3, 7, 9. 
Zeuenti, seventy, 1. 
Zenenpe, seven times, 201. 
Zeueuald, sevenfold, 268. 
Ze3, saw. 

Zeje, should see, 173. 
Ze3en, pi, saw, 204. 
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Zi, see, 156. 

Ziden, sides, 151. 

Zigge, to say, 4, 5, 6, 7, 16, 91. 

Ziggere, sayer, 134. 

Zigginge, Ziggingge, saying, 19, 
49, 58, 135. 

Zik (jph Zike), sick, 148. 

Ziker, Zikere, certain, suie, con- 
fident, 13, 64, 93, 94, 268. 

Zikerliche, securely, confidently, 
certainly, 64, 94, 125, 182; 
comp, Zikerlaker, 194. 

Ziknesse, sickness, 16, 22. 

Zik]), sees, 123. 

Zinge, to sing, 22, 267. 

Zife, time, 20, 21, 74. 

Zittinde, Zittynde, sitting, 266. 

Zix, six, 21. 

Zixsijie, Zixzi])e, six times, 133, 
234. 

Zixte, sixth, 2, 3, 32. 

Zixti, sixty, 234. 

Zixtia3te, sixtieth, 234. 

Zi3f, sees, 11, 34. 

Zi3j>e, sight, 46; revelation, 133. 

Zohbinge, sobbing, 211. 

Zoft, soft, 31, 47. 

Zofthede, softness, delicacy, 

Zom, Zome, some, 7, 15. 

Zomdel, somewhat, 90, 268. 

Zom]7ing, something, 33. 

Zomere, summer, 131. 

Zonday, Sunday, 7, 41. 

Zondes,me8sengers,87; A-S.«anJ, 
message. 

Zone, son, 11, 12, 48. 

Zone, soon, 42. 



Zonges, songs, 68. 

Zonne, sun, 27, 81. 

Zonnebyam, sunbeam, 108. 

Zop, sop, 107. 

Zorer, sorer, 238. 

Zorjuol, Zorjuolle, Zoruolle, 

sorrowful, poor, 34, 54, 59, 

132, 147. 
Zorje, sorrow, anger, 15, 27, 70, 

194. 
Zor3Uollaker, ZoruoUaker, more 

sorrowful, 90. 
Zorjy, to sorrow, be angry ; Zrd 

sing, Zor^eJ?, 71, 108. 
Zoster, siBter, 89. 
Zostren, sisters, 265. 
Zo]), Zofe, true, truth, 2, 6, 12, 

32, 76, 79. 
Zofhede, truth, 105. 
Zofliche, truly, 74. » 
Zofnesse, truth, fidelity, 29, 44, 

65. 
Zojuolliche, truly, 133. 
Zo|)ziggere, soothsayer, a speaker 

of truth, 256. 
Zouc]), sucks, 136. 
Zouke, suck, 60, 91. 
Zoure, sour, 76, 82, 227. 
Zoure]), sours, 205. 
Zoutere, shoemaker, 66. 
Zouf, south, 124. 
Zojten, sought, 80. 
Zuech, Zueche, such, 156, 244. 
Zuelj, swallow, taste, 50, 55, 82 ; 

A.S. swelgan, to swallow. 
Zuelj>, swallows, 106, 123. 
Zueljynge, taste, 91. 
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Zuere, neck, 156 ; A.S. aweora. 

Zuere, swear, 6. 

Zuerie, Zuerye, to swear, 7, 44, 

56, 64. 
Zueninge, Zueriynge, swearing, 

63. 
Zuer]), swears, 6. 
Zuete, sweet, 1, 68. 
Zuetliche, sweetly, 61, 111. 
Zuetnesse, sweetness, 55, 92. 
Zuich, Zuyct, Zuiche, Zuyche, 

Zuichen, such, 8, 10, 14. 
Zuo, so, 1, 14, 86. 
Zuolj, plough, 242 ; A.S. sulk, a 

plough. 
Zuor, swore, 45. 
Zuord, Zuorde, sword, 43, 48. 
Zuot, sweat, 2, 31, 96. 
Zuyetnesse, sweetness, 145. 
Zujm, swine, 126. 
Zuynkere, toiler, 90. 
Zuyft, swift, 141, 268. 
Zuyfter, swifter, 66. 
Zuyfthede, swiftness, 78. 
Zuyftliche, swiftly, 140. 
Zuynch, toil, 83. 
Zuynche, to toil, swink, 171. 



ZuyJ>e, hastily. 111. 

Zuyfer, faster, 61. 

Zwope, sweep, 109. 

Zy, she, 102. 

Zyalde, sold, 215. 

Zycnesse, Zyknesse, sickness, 95, 
96. 

Zyenne, to see, 150, 231. 

Zye]), pi. see, 1 6. 

Zye^ = Zyepj see, 244. 

2ygge, to say, 69. 

Zyinde, seeing, 71. 

Zyke, sick, 82, 266. 

Zyker, Zykere, secure, 75, 78. 

Zykf = ZyjJ), sees, 91. 

Zykynges, sighs, 99, 171. 

Zynge, to sing, 105. 

ZyJ), see, 75, 88. 

Zy3t, sees, 161. 

Zy3te, sixth, 2. 

Zyuetnesse = Zuyetnesse, sweet- 
ness, 93. 

ADDITIONS. 

Brene, burning, 264. 
Dorilot, head-dress, 177. 



JOHN GUILDS AND SON, PKINTBB8. 
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